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‘  We  Gathered 
Together 


District  superintendents  of  Florida’s  twelve  districts  shown  with  Bishop  James 
W.  Henley,  presiding  bishop.  Standing,  from  left,  Walter  B.  Rutland.  J.  B.  F. 
Williams,  Harold  E.  Buell.  Gaylon  L.  Howe,  Charles  P.  Hamilton,  Ralph  B. 
Huston,  Robert  C.  Boggs,  W.  W.  Roughton.  Seated,  from  left,  Robert  B. 
Chapman,  Jr.,  Gene  Zimmerman,  Bishop  Henley,  Lewis  N.  Head  and  M. 

McCoy  Gibbs. 
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New  Superintendents 
Named  for  Three  Districts 

Bishop  James  W.  Henley  announced  the  appointments  of 
three  new  district  superintendents  during  the  sessions  of 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference  held  recently  in 
Lakeland. 

The  Rev.  John  B.  F.  Williams,  formerly  pastor  of 
Tyer  Temple  Church,  Tampa,  was  named  superintendent 
of  the  Melbourne  District. 

Named  as  superintendent  of  the  Deland  District  was 
the  Rev.  Walter  B.  Rutland  who  has  served  as  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Lakeland,  for  the  past  four  years.  The  new 
superintendent  of  the  Miami  District  is  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Harold  E.  Buell,  formerly  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Gainesville. 

Superintendents  leaving  the  three  districts  include  the 
Rev.  Raymond  Alley,  assigned  to  Allendale  Church,  St. 
Petersburg;  the  Rev.  J.  Milburn  McLeod,  appointed  to 
Manhattan  Church,  Tampa;  and  the  Rev.  Hoyt  Tatum, 
named  as  pastor  of  Goss  Memorial  Church  in  Orlando. 
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Annual  Conference: 

The  Episcopal  Address 


Excerpts  from  the  episcopal  address  of  Bishop  James  W.  Henley  on  “The 
State  of  the  Church”  given  at  the  June  1971  session  of  The  Florida 
Annual  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Bishop  Henley 


The  church  is  called  into  being  for  the  spiritual 
cultivation  of  those  within  its  fellowship,  to  become  the 
koinonia  or  the  rejoicing,  committed,  proclaiming  body 
of  those  who  have  discovered  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Its  way  of  life  is  delineated  in  the  pattern  and  example 
of  Jesus,  his  teachings,  his  serving  ministry,  his  love  to 
the  death. 

Its  unfaltering  hope  is  founded  upon  the  Easter 
message  and  the  prospect  of  eternal  life.  Its  standard  of 
ethics  —  of  right  and  wrong  —  both  personally  and  in 
society  —  are  to  be  found  in  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  Life 
styles  which  contradict  the  teaching  or  example  of  Christ 
or  the  revelation  of  his  spirit  through  the  scriptures  are 
not  to  be  entertained. 

Personal  morality  is  never  practiced  in  a  vacuum.  The 
Christian  life  becomes  the  salt  of  the  earth  for  the  saving 
of  others.  The  unChristian  life  becomes  a  virus  which 
destroys  the  high  and  the  holy.  The  Gallup  Poll  or  a 
Kinsey  Report  have  no  relationship  to  what  is  good  or 
bad.  Their  revelations  may  end  with  their  statistics  on 
how  much  licentiousness  and  drunkeness  there  is  abroad. 
This  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  what  is  Christian  or 
what  is  not  Christian. 

Conversely  the  social  practices  of  society  are  under  the 
Judgement  of  Christ.  Wherever  there  is  injustice  or 
discrimination  or  callousness  or  prejudice  there  is  evil.  As 
such  it  is  under  the  judgement  of  God  and  should  be 
under  the  condemnation  of  the  Church. 

But  let  us  beware,  lest  we  abandon  the  indispensible 
qualities  of  personal  experience,  personal  spiritual 
renewal,  personal  moral  discipline  to  pursue  the  other 
tangent  of  social  concerns.  The  Christian  message  to  the 
world  begins  with  the  Christian  rebirth  of  the  individual. 
Yet,  the  individual  who  is  not  deeply  concerned  socially  is 
a  spiritual  dwarf. 
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Missions 

I  am  confident  that  if  we  will  allow  ourselves  to  be 
God’s  instruments  He  will  use  us  and  our  dollars  to 
build  His  kingdom  in  a  way  that  outruns  our  largest 
dreams.  It  is  possible  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  because  it  is  from  God  and  because  the  risen 
Christ  is  with  those  who  seek  to  obey  it. 

The  first  benevolent  responsibility  of  United 
Methodists  is  World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolences.  This  is  the  very  life-blood  of  Methodism. 
All  of  her  boards  and  agencies  depend  upon  it  for  their 
continued  operation,  and  much  of  the  program  which 
enables  us  to  be  the  “body  of  Christ”  in  the  world  is 
dependent  upon  World  Service  gifts.  In  a  vital  way  this 
“First  Mile”  giving  offers  the  local  parish  an  arm  which 
can  be  extended  into  all  areas  of  Christian  concern. 

As  Florida  United  Methodists  we  feel  called  to 
continue  enthusiastically  “Second  Mile”  giving  through 
the  Advance  For  Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  Advance  has  become  for  us  a  primary  way  in 
which  to  express  our  compassion  and  concern. 

A  priority  for  World  Advance  support  is  the  salaries 
and  needs  of  the  missionary  couples  who  have  a  special 
relationship  to  Florida.  Among  National  Advance 
Specials  our  first  priority  is  our  Florida  Spanish 
Ministry.  In  addition,  we  have  great  concern  for  the 
pastors  of  our  churches  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Through  your  support  of  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  for  Overseas  Relief  you  participate  in  a  very 
re;al  way  in  meeting  crisis  needs  among  people  around  the 
world. 

Ministry  in  the  Small  Church 
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We  have  some  250  churches  in  the  Florida  Conference 
with  less  than  250  members.  Nearly  200  of  these  have  less 
than  100  members. 

Most  of  these  churches  were  established  in  horse  and 
buggy  days.  The  roads  on  which  our  church  people  travel 
to  these  small  churches  are  now  excellent.  The  cabinet 
has  been  striving  to  get  many  of  these  churches  together 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  the  membership  better  and  of 
having  a  greater  impact  in  the  name  of  Christ  on  the 
country  round  about.  * 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  plead  with  the  delegates  from; 
our  small  churches  to  give  their  support  and: 
encouragement  to  the  members  of  their  congregations  in 
bringing  about  unions  of  historic  church  families  into' 
larger,  more  compact,  more  effective  congregations. 

A  number  of  mergers  have  been  affected  and  without 
exception  they  are  proving  a  blessing  to  everyone 
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nvolved.  The  minister  is  able  to  serve  his  people  more 
effectively.  The  congregation  is  sufficiently  large  to 
;reate  a  sense  of  confidence  and  security. 

Sunday  School  Attendance 

Some  of  us  have  been  deeply  concerned  for  five  years 
now  because  of  a  gradual  decline  in  Sunday  School 
: attendance  (9;30  Sunday  morning)  which  has  become 
,  accepted  as  almost  inevitable. 

I  have  personally  entertained  the  conviction  that  the 
‘primary  reason  for  our  disappointing  statistics  with 
regard  to  the  Sunday  School  lay  in  the  fact  that  neither 
ministers  nor  Sunday  School  leaders  are  making 
deliberate,  sustained  and  systematic  efforts  to  reach 
children,  boys  and  girls,  youth  and  adults  for  this 
indispensable  area  of  our  program  of  Christian 
education. 

Last  December  I  invited  the  superintendents  and 
pastors  of  58  selected  churches  in  five  districts  to 
cooperate  in  a  special  effort. 

After  four  months  of  renewed  emphasis  on  reaching 
and  enlisting  people,  our  total  net  gain  in  Sunday  School 
attendance  for  the  58  participating  churches  was  1,970 
not  spectacular,  but  significant.  It  can  be  done. 

.The  Laity 

Methodism  has  been  made  great  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
working  through  the  laity  —  unordained  and 
unappointed  ambassadors  of  Christ  who,  like  the  first 
century  Christians  became  witnesses  of  a  new  experience. 

We  in  Florida  owe  a  debt  that  transcends  our 
awareness  to  the  laymen  and  lay  women  and,  may  I  say, 
the  youth,  who  across  the  years  in  an  unbroken  line  of 
splendor  have  become  knovn  far  and  wide  for  their 
dedication  of  mind  and  heart  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  will 
of  Christ. 

We  in  Florida  have  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  quality  of 
character,  mind  and  heart  of  the  laity  of  our  church. 

Weil,  this  has  been  a  long  treatise  on  many  subjects. 
But  there  are  many  others  which  I  omit  with  tremendous 
regret.  I  would  like  to  point  once  more  to  the  absolute 
importance  of  the  improvement  of  our  facilities  at  the 
youth  camp  at  Leesburg.  We  have  a  magnificent  site  and 
the  rudiments  of  one  of  the  finest  church  camps  in  the 
nation. 

I  assure  you  that  my  heart,  my  prayers,  and  my 
devotion  are  now  and  will  forever  be  in  the  work  of 
United  Methodism  and  most  expecially,  in  the  Florida 
Conference. 


The  secretary’s  desk  —  where  the  action  is 


Delegates  Elected  to 
General,  Jurisdictional 
Conferences 

The  Rev.  Dr.  George  A.  Foster,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church,  Tallahassee,  will  head  the  ministerial  delegation 
of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  to  the  1972  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences.  Mr.  William  A. 
Meadows,  Jr.,  Miami,  conference  lay  leader,  will  head 
the  lay  delegation. 

Interest  was  high  as  the  conference  began  balloting 
for  clerical  and  lay  delegates  early  in  the  sessions,  and 
continued  throughout  the  entire  conference  with  the  final 
balloting  taking  place  during  the  last  session. 

Twenty-six  delegates-  13  clerical,  13  lay,  were 
elected  to  General  Conference.  These  twenty-six  are  also 
delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional  Conference,  together  with 
30  additional  persons  elected. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Foster  and  William  Meadows,  the 
General  Conference  delegates  elected  included:  Clerical, 
Robert  M.  Blackburn,  Orlando;  Gene  Zimmerman, 
Orlando;  Ralph  B.  Huston,  Lakeland;  J.  B.  F.  Williams, 
Melbourne;  A.  A.  Hedberg,  St.  Petersburg;  M.  C. 
Cleveland,  Ft.  Lauderdale;  William  R.  Obaugh,  Palm 
Beach  Gardens;  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  Miami;  John  J.  Rooks, 
Winter  Park;  W.  S.  Bozeman,  Clearwater;  Walter  B. 
Rutland,  DeLand;  and  Walter  N.  Kalaf,  Tampa. 

Lay,  Dr.  Richard  V.  Moore,  Daytona  Beach;  P.  B. 
Revels,  Palatka;  Mrs.  Allen  Watson,  Wildwood;  O.  B. 
Fanning,  Lakeland;  Mrs.  Bruce  Gray,  Hastings;  Charles 
1.  Babcock,  Jr.,  Coral  Gables;  Robert  T.  Mann,  Tampa; 
Ray  L.  Redstone,  Vero  Beach;  W.  S.  Hughlett,  Cocoa 
Beach;  A.  B.  Blackburn,  Jr.,  Jacksonville;  Mrs.  H.  V. 
Weems,  Sebring;  and  Edd  W.  Gentry,  Tallahassee. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

Delegates  elected  to  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
included:  Clerical,  C.  Durward  McDonell,  Miami;  W. 
W.  Roughton,  Gainesville;  Charles  P.  Hamilton, 
Sarasota;  Harold  E.  Buell,  Miami;  Lewis  N.  Head,  West 
Palm  Beach;  Raymond  A.  Alley,  St.  Petersburg;  Gaylon 
L.  Howe,  St.  Petersburg;  Donald  M.  Mackay,  Seminole; 
C.  Eugene  West,  Jacksonville;  Melton  Ware,  Lakeland; 
C.  Don  Steger,  St.  Petersburg;  M.  McCoy  Gibbs, 
Jacksonville;  Henry  G.  Galloway,  Miami;  Robert  C. 
Boggs,  Tampa;  and  Robert  D.  Bledsoe,  Ocala. 

Lay,  Harry  Burney,  Jr.,  Daytona  Beach;  James  1. 
Jones,  Miami;  John  Sargeant,  Lakeland;  Edith 
Goodwin,  Miami;  Mrs.  W.  P.  Tisdale,  Jacksonville;  Mrs. 
Donald  Crist,  Indialantic;  Mrs.  Willie  Pinesett,  Orlando; 
Dr.  R.  C.  Pearce,  Lakeland;  Mrs.  Cubell  Johnson, 
Orlando;  John  A.  Grant,  Jr.,  Tampa;  John  E.  Morris,  Et. 
Lauderdale;  Glen  Gold,  Miami;  Earl  Kelso,  Sarasota; 
Mrs.  Henrine  Banks,  Daytona  Beach;  and  Mrs.  Hugh 
Wilcox,  Jacksonville. 

Others  elected  as  alternates  and  reserves  include; 
Clerical,  Hector  Navas,  Tampa;  David  T.  Scoates,  Coral 
Gables;  Dr.  Charles  T.  Thrift,  Jr.,  Lakeland;  Oman 
Iglesias,  Miami,  and  W.  L.  Joyner,  Largo.  Lay,  Mrs. 
James  Yost,  Tampa;  Dr.  J.  M.  Marlowe,  New  Port 
Richey;  Mrs.  Doris  Ware,  Brantord;  Mrs.  Guy  Thomas, 
Tallahassee;  and  Mrs.  Bertha  Bankston, St.  Petersburg. 

The  1972  General  Conference  will  be  held  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  April  16-30  and  the  1972  Jurisdictional 
Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,July  11-14. 
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Annual  Conference  Provides  ‘Seal  of  Approval’ 


The  129th  annual  session  of  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  with  approximately  1600  lay  and  ministerial 
members  in  attendance  was  held  Junel-5  in  Lakeland 
with  Bishop  James  W.  Henley,  presiding. 

A  meeting  of  an  annual  conference  is  always  exciting 
and  interesting  and  this  year  was  no  exception.  Included 
in  the  agenda  was  the  election  of  delegates  to  represent 
the  conference  at  United  Methodism’s  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  16-30,  1972 
and  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  meeting  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.  C.  July  11-14,  1972.  Balloting  for  28 
clerical  and  28  lay  delegates,  plus  electing  alternates  and 
reserves,  began  on  the  first  day  of  the  conference  and 
continued  throughout  the  week.  A  list  of  the  elected 
delegates  can  be  found  on  page  3  of  this  issue. 

A  report  from  the  Board  of  Evangelism  indicated  that 
during  1970  United  Florida  Methodism  received  7,246 
members  on  profession  of  faith;  15,582  from  other 
denominations  and  other  United  Methodist  churches, 
making  a  total  membership  at  the  end  of  1970  of  3 16,056 
members. 

Reports  from  boards  and  agencies  indicated  that 
much  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  in  the  various 
fields  of  endeavor.  Most  ongoing  programs  were 
endorsed  for  another  year,  with  some  new  programs 
planned  for  1972. 

Among  the  new  programs  is  the  Family  Life 
Conference  scheduled  as  a  satellite  conference  to  be  held 
at  Florida  Southern  College  during  the  time  of  the  1972 
School  of  Christian  Mission.  The  Board  of  Education 


Conference  registration  desk  a  busy  place 


Lay  Workers  Consecrated 

The  annual  conference  Committee  on  the  Lay  Worker 
presented  to  the  conference  four  lay  workers  for 
consecration. 

Under  the  new  structure  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  lay  workers  who  qualify  may  be  admitted  as 
members  of  the  conference  and  receive  consecration. 

Consecrated  at  the  past  session  of  the  conference 
were  Elizabeth  Ann  Brown,  Suzanne  Lynch,  and  Thomas 
Webb  Hamilton,  all  of  whom  had  been  certified  as 
directors  of  Christian  education  by  the  conference  Board 
of  Education,  and  Robert  G.  Carr,  certified  as  a  director 
of  music. 

During  the  1970  conference  10  directors  of  Christian 
education,  nine  directors  of  music,  one  deaconess  and 
one  educational  associate  were  consecrated. 

Also  certified  this  year  as  a  minister  of  music  was 
James  A.  Vines,  Jr. 


proposed  a  program  of  laboratory  training  for  workers 
with  retarded  children.  Dates  set  for  the  lab  are  June  18- 
23,  1972. 

The  Board  of  Evangelism  included  in  their 
recommendations  a  Florida  Congress  on  Evangelism  to 
be  held  April  27-30,  1972  at  The  Lake  Yale  Assembly. 
The  congress  is  planned  for  laymen  and  ministers  with 
overlapping  dates  so  that  both  groups  may  participate. 

The  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
recommended  two  workshops,  the  first  to  be  held  in 
Miami  on  October  26,  1971  and  in  Tampa  on  October 
28, 1971. 

Stewardship  received  much  attention  during  the 
conference  and  in  line  with  this  approved  a  program  that 
sets  stewardship  emphasis  rallies  to  be  held  in  areas, 
districts  and  sub-districts  throughout  the  conference  as 
each  area  decides. 

The  conference  adopted  a  specific  goal  set  by  the 
Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission  Executive 
Committee~to  have  10%  of  local  church  work  area 
chairmen  present  at  the  school  for  leadership  training  at 
the  Conference  School  in  July,  1972. 

The  Conference  approved  the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  World  Service  and  Finance,  setting  a 
total  budget  for  the  Florida  Conference  for  1972  at 
$3,396,288.  This  amount  is  broken  down  into  four 
categories:  Ministerial  support,  $1,061,736;  World 

Service  and  Conference  Benevolences,  $1,594,359; 
Administrative  Budget,  $525,960;  and  Capital  Funding 
and  Debt  Payments,  $214,233. 

The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  reported  598  societies  and  205: 
guilds  with  a  total  membership  of  44,245.  They  also 
reported  a  total  budget  of  $37 1 ,400. 

The  1971  Annual  Conference  required  a  great  deal  of 
stamina  from  all  members  since  it  was  “chock  full’’  from 
beginning  to  end  but  the  concensus  of  opinion  seemed  to 
be  that  it  was  a  “good  conference.’’ 

Laymen  Elect  Leaders 
For  New  Conference  Year 

l] 

William  A.  Meadows,  Jr.,  Miami,  was  re-elected  lajl 
leader  of  the  Florida  Conference  and  president  of  thd 
Board  of  the  Laity  at  the  board’s  annual  meeting  June 
during  the  Annual  Conference.  [ 

This  is  Meadows’  seventh  straight  year  in  the  posl 
since  he  succeeded  the  late  Howard  Berg  in  1965.  ! 

John  E.  Morris,  Fort  Lauderdale,  was  electef 
associate  lay  leader  of  the  conference,  and  two  othe 
associates— Dr.  Richard  V.  Moore,  Daytona  Beach,  an( 
Charles  1.  Babcock,  Jr.,  Coral  Gables,  were  re-elected. 

Ray  Redstone,  Vero  Beach,  was  elected  secretary  o 
the  board,  and  John  Sargeant  of  Lakeland  was  re-electei' 
treasurer. 

John  Grant,  Jr.,  Tampa,  was  named  director  c 
Spiritual  Life,  and  three  other  directors  who  were  re 
elected  are  Edward  F.  Boardman,  Sr.,  Tampa,  Unite’ 
Methodist  Men;  William  Furr  of  Miami,  Lay  Leadershi 
T raining;  and  James  1.  Jones  of  Miami,  Stewardship. 

The  board  sponsored  a  Workshop  for  Christiaj 
Leaders,  June  18-20  in  Lakeland  for  its  member: 
including  district  and  associate  lay  leaders,  and  sever:, 
guest  participants. 

THE  FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODIS'l 
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STATEMENT  OF  PURPOSE  AND  PRIORITIES 
FOR  THE  1973  PROGRAM  YEAR 

adopted  by  The  Florida  Annual  Conference 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
April  17,  1971 

I.  In  Response  to  God’s  Reconciling  Love, 

It  Is  Our  Purpose 

A.  To  bring  persons  into  a  vital 
relationship  with  the  mind  and 
spirit  of  Christ; 

B.  To  draw  them  into  a  fellowship 
of  mutual  trust  in  which  they  may 
grow  in  the  knowledge  and  worship 
of  God; 

C.  And  to  so  order  our  lives  by  proc¬ 
lamation,  witness,  and  service 
that  we  may  manifest  that  recon¬ 
ciling  love  in  the  world  at  the 
point  of  personal  and  social  needs. 

II.  In  Order  to  Carry  Out  This  Purpose,  It  Is 
Our  Responsibility  As  An  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  To 

A.  Exercise  the  strength  of  our 
connectional  church  in  accom¬ 
plishing  our  corporate  minis¬ 
try  as  a  community  of  faith; 

B.  Define  priorities  that  will 
guide  our  churches  in  fulfilling 
this  ministry;  and 

C.  Devise  strategies  that  will  en¬ 
able  our  churches  to  meet  these 
priority  needs. 

III.  The  Following  Shall  Be  Priorities  for 
The  Florida  Annual  Conference  During 
1973; 

.  .  .  Key  73  Program  (ecumenical  and 
evangelistic  emphasis) 

.  .  .  Higher  Education  Ministry 
.  .  .  Continuing  education  for  laity 
and  clergy 

.  .  .  Alleviation  of  economic  exploitation 
poverty,  and  racism 
.  .  .  Peace  and  World  Order 
.  .  .  Conservation  and  ecology 
.  .  .  Alcohol  and  drugs 

IV.  The  Following  Principles  Will  Guide  the 
Development  of  Strategies  (Programs)  to 
Fulfill  the  Conference  Purpose  and 
Priorities; 

A.  People  take  precedence  over  things. 

B.  Build  trust,  understanding  and 
acceptance  within  the  church  and 
in  the  world  among  sexes,  races, 
ages,  economic  and  cultural  groups. 

C.  Cooperate  with  other  religious 
bodies  and  secular  organizations. 

D.  Elevation  of  the  quality  of  ac¬ 
tivities  within  the  local  church. 

E.  As  far  as  possible,  programs 
will  be  scheduled  without  con¬ 
flicting  emphasis  and  in  appro¬ 
priate  church  calendar  dates. 


Ordination  Service 
Impressive  Ceremony 

The  ordination  of  deacons  and  elders  by  a  bishop  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  an  impressive  ceremony  and 
is  usually  the  first  order  of  business  in  an  annual 
conference. 

In  the  1971  session  of  the  annual  conference  Bishop 
James  W.  Henley,  presiding  bishop,  ordained  fourteen 
elders  who  were  admitted  in  full  connection  to  the 
conference. 

The  fourteen  were;  Fred  Allen  Bowers,  William 
Wallendorf  Cleveland,  Ben  Willard  Curry,  Donald 
Nelson  Dial,  Richard  Bruce  Fife,  John  Henry  Giles,  Jr., 
Harry  Albert  Goddard,  Morris  Edward  Hintzman, 
Denman  Arl  Jones,  Norman  Frank  Keaton  H,  Thornton 
Lewis,  Terry  Maurice  Markins,  Robert  Edmund  May 
and  Hugh  Ashley  Westbrook. 

The  candidates  for  deacon’s  orders  numbered  the 
largest  group  in  recent  history— 47.  Some  of  these  were 
also  received  as  probationary  members,  others  having 
already  completed  this  phase  of  preparation. 

Receiving  deacon’s  orders  were;  Robert  Wayne 
Atchley,  Willard  Timothy  Baughn,  Bertrill  William 
Berryman,  Irvin  Stanley  Bookman,  Cecil  John 
Broadstreet,  James  Edward  Brown,  Robert  Clifford 
Brown,  Harold  Bain  Busey,  Theophalus  Butler,  Sandra 
Jean  Howell  Christian,  Robert  Ellsworth  Clark,  Claude 
Carroll  Cox,  William  Roe  Cusick,  Warner  Francis 
Davis,  Roger  Corbin  Dean,  Robert  Dell,  Wallace  Brode 
Draper,  Alton  Lynn  Ellis,  Robert  Evans  Foxworthy, 
David  McMullan  Fuller,  Wilson  Stuart  Godfrey, 
Clarence  Howard  Hagmeier,  Lloyd  Hampton,  Bernard 
Luther  Harkey,  Warren  David  Host,  Vincent  Wayne 
Leaver,  Horace  Wetzel  Lewis,  Willie  DeVaughn 
Limbric,  Gerardo  Martinez,  Walter  Roy  Matthews,  Jr., 
William  Seymour  McLoud,  George  Walton  Moeller, 
Jerome  Howard  Morgan,  Homer  Howard  Norman, 
Irvin  Howard  Price,  Kenneth  Marshall  Roughton, 
William  Louis  Rub,  Frederick  Shephard  Sampson, 
Burton  Harrison  Schoepf,  Louis  Leon  Shields,  John  Paul 
Smelt,  Sr.,  Robert  Leon  Sterner,  Robert  Earl  Titus, 
Robert  Albert  Weimert,  Mark  Alan  Whittaker,  Warren 
Waite  Willis,  Jr.,  and  John  Baptist  Young. 


Lay  Members  Chosen 
To  Serve  On  Program  Council 

Eleven  new  lay  representatives  were  named  to  serve  oh 
the  Program  Council  of  the  Elorida  Annual  Conference. 
These  included  Ray  Mercer  from  the  DeLand  District; 
Robert  H.  Anderson,  Gainesville  District;  Marcus 
Drewa,  Jacksonville  District;  Mrs.  A.  O.  Meier, 
Lakeland  District;  C.  Dade  Pearson,  Miami  District; 
James  Layne,  Orlando  District;  Archie  FJillery,  St. 
Petersburg  District;  Earl  Kelso,  Sarasota  District;  Dr.  C. 
P.  Wollschlager,  Tallahassee  District;  J.  Ed  Smith, 
Tampa  District;  and  Frank  H.  Fuiman,  Jr.,  West  Palm 
Beach  District.  Mr.  Ray  Redstone  wilt  continue  to 
represent  the  Melbourne  District. 

Members  at  large  include  Hudson  Burr,  Lake  Wales; 
William  Obaugh,  Palm  Beach  Gardens;  and  Mrs.  John 
Wilson,  Gainesville. 
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United  Methodists  read  and  read  and  read! 


New  Members  Elected  To 
Boards  And  Committees 

A  number  of  new  persons  were  named  to  membership  on 
the  various  boards  and  committees  of  The  Florida 
Annual  Conference.  They  were  named  to  fill  vacancies 
left  by  those  whose  terms  were  up,  or  who,  for  various 
reasons,  found  they  could  no  longer  serve. 

Named  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns  were  Mrs.  Reginald  Leonard,  Satellite  Beach; 
J.  Tom  Smoot,  Jr.,  Ft.  Myers  and  Thomas  A.  Hagler, 
Clearwater.  The  Board  of  Education  added  Miss  Jonell 
Robinson,  Coral  Gables  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penney, 
Lakeland.  Fhe  Board  of  the  Ministry  added  the  Rev.  J. 
Milburn  McLeod,  Tampa,  and  the  Board  of  Missions 
named  the  Rev.  Raymond  Alley,  St.  Petersburg,  the  Rev. 
Robert  H.  Fox,  Brooksville,  and  the  Rev.  Oman  A. 
Iglesias,  Miami. 

Named  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Pensions  were: 
Dennis  R.  Delacure,  Tampa;  J.  Arthur  Padgett, 
Melbourne;  Herman  Wattwood,  Titusville;  John  J. 
Rooks,  Winter  Park;  Roland  Vanzant,  Titusville; 
Horace  Smith,  Tampa,  and  JaclTJnman,  Winter  Park. 

Additional  representatives  named  to  the  Florida 
Council  of  Churches  were  Robert  L.  Jenkins,  DeLand; 
Julian  Keating,  Cross  City;  Dan  E.  Harrison, 
Jacksonville;  Erank  Trovillian,  Lakeland;  Erank  Seibert, 
Palm  Bay;  Mrs.  M.  G.  Hatch,  Miami;  Mrs.  John  Wall, 
Maitland;  Reginald  Wheatley,  Bradenton;  Mrs.  W.  Ray 
Finklea,  Tallahassee.  Named  as  reserves  were  Mrs. 
James  Yost,  Tampa,  and  Nelson  P.  Moyer,  Boynton 
Beach. 


Nineteen  Ministers  Retire 

The  May  issue  of  the  Florida  United  Methodist  carried 
the  names  of  fifteen  ministers  who  had  indicated  that 
they  would  retire  at  the  1971  conference. 

These  15  plus  four  additional  ones  make  a  total  of  19 
retirees. 

The  entire  list  includes  the  following:  Paris  S.  Bell, 
Russell  Boaz,  Troy  Robert  Brady,  Edward  Eranklin 
Carwithen,  Leroy  Dell,  Lawrence  Ernest  Denslow, 
Russell  Alfred  Lenox,  J.  Edward  McKinley,  Arthur 
James  Mack  (20  year),  Oscar  K.  Magarian,  Lloyd  Mullis 
(20  year),  J.  M.  Reichenbach,  Chesley  Sappington, 
Richard  Span,  Donald  E.  Stocum,  Joe  A.  Tolle,  Leonard 
S.  Vanderwater,  Gene  W.  Wetherell,  and  L.  Howard 
Wilfong  (20  year). 


Sunday  School  Attendance  i 

Special  Emphasis  I 

The  Board  of  Education  expressed  an  interest  and 
concern  regarding  church  school  decline  in  the  Annual 
Conference  of  1969,  and  recommended  that  a  study  be  I 
made.  However,  since  no  funding  had  been  provided  the 
study  was  not  carried  out. 

During  this  year,  1971,  Bishop  James  W.  Henley 
conducted  a  three-month  study  and  experiment  in  ' 
Sunday  School  attendance  with  60  churches  in  five  ■ 
districts.  The  experiment  was  successful  and  with  the  ' 
statistics  available  the  Board  of  Education  presents  the 
following  proposals  which  were  approved  by  the  1971 
Annual  Conference.  The  proposals  are  that: 

1.  The  Board  of  Education  establish  a  committee  to 
work  toward  an  increase  in  church  school  attendance 
with  special  emphasis  on  the  Sunday  morning  setting  for 
the  conference  year  1972. 

2.  The  purpose  of  this  committee  will  be  to  stimulate 
attendance  in  Sunday  School,  not  for  the  sake  of 
numbers  alone,  but  for  individual  Christian  commitment 
and  growth  for  the  sake  of  the  future  of  the  church. 

3.  A  representative  from  every  district  in  the 
conference  to  be  chosen  by  the  district  superintendents. 
These  representatives  will  create  a  committee  under  the 
Board  of  Education  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
Sunday  School  attendance.  Suggested  committee 
members-at-large  with  particular  skills  are:  the  president 
of  the  Directors  of  Christian  Education,  the  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Settings  and  Groupings  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  a  cabinet  representative,  a  Program  Council 
representative,  and  such  other  members  as  the  Board  of 
Education  may  choose. 

4.  Each  district  superintendent  may  select  a  I 

committee  from  his  district  to  work  toward  the  increase 
in  Church  School  attendance.  The  success  of  this 
program  will  depend  on  an  active  district  committee  and 
a  conscientious  response  at  the  local  level.  : 

5.  The  Conference  committee  may  work  toward  a 
quarterly  evaluation  technique  in  order  to  share  the 
results. 


In  Memoriam 

Ministerial  Members 
of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference 

Effective 

John  Moreland  Sikes  Howard  Ross  Porter 
W.  Thaxton  Springfield 

Retired 

Martin  J.  Johnson  Arthur  Coleman  Riviere 
Robinson  Ira  Barnett  Charles  Eugene  Brantly,  Jr. 

Wives  and  Widows 

Mrs.  Paul  Touchton  Mrs.  Eouis  Patmore 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Elder  Mrs.  Joe  Bon  Hughes 

Mrs.  Guy  Spriggs 
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THE  FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODISl 


A  Digest  of  Resolutions  Approved  by  Conference 


From  the  Cabinet: 

A  resolution  from  the  Cabinet  reads:  That  since 
Bishop  James  W.  Henley  has  served  the  Florida  Area 
with  distinction  since  I960,  and  that  since  he  will  retire  as 
an  active  bishop  at  the  1972  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
the  cabinet  calls  upon  all  local  churches,  districts  and 
institutions  of  the  conference  to  take  recognition  of  these 
facts  by  setting  worthwhile  goals  of  achievement  to  make 
this  last  period  of  Bishop  Henley's  leadership  the  most 
productive  of  the  twelve  years,  and  that  this  be  brought  to 
a  climax  with  proper  recognition  at  the  1972  Annual 
Conference. 

From  Conferenee  Leadership: 

William  Meadows,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  the 
Laity,  Mrs.  Allen  Watson,  president  of  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  Edward  F.  Boardman, 
director  of  Methodist  Men  and  Raymond  A.  Alley, 
president  of  the  cabinet,  presented  a  resolution  asking 
that  the  entire  membership  of  the  conference  be  provided 
an  opportunity  to  make  a  personal  gift  to  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Ffenley  as  an  expression  of  love,  and  that  each  local 
church  be  asked  to  set  aside  one  Sunday  during  the 
month  of  February,  1972,  for  a  love  offering. 

From  the  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns: 

That  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  urge  the  governor  and  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  Florida  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
eliminate  and  relieve  the  overcrowded  jails  and  to  afford 
the  accused  a  fair  and  speedy  trial. 

That,  as  there  are  some  80  prisoners  on  death  row  in 
the  Florida  State  prison  (with  some  prisoners  having 
been  there  as  long  as  ten  years),  and  the  Supreme  Court 
has  not  acted  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  death  penalty 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  the  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  urge  the 
governor  to  examine  the  cases  of  each  prisoner  sentenced 
to  death,  with  the  intent  of  commuting  to  life 
imprisonment  the  death  sentence  as  an  expression  of 
Christian  love  and  humane  treatment  of  prisoners. 

On  World  Peace:  We  cannot  prescribe  all  that 
leaders  of  government  should  do  but  “We  belive  that 
Christianity  cannot  be  nationalistic;  it  must  be  universal 
in  its  outlook  and  appeal.”  (Discipline,  Paragraph  96E) 
In  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  and  of  suffering 
humanity,  we  ask  that  our  Nation  leave  no  stone 
unturned  in  cooperating  with  all  concerned  nations  and 
peoples  to  effect  negotiation  and  reconciliation  to  bring 
all  the  tragic  warfare  in  Southeast  Asia  to  a  speedy  end. 

Regarding  Tax-free  Status:  To  avoid  unfair 

competition  with  private  enterprise,  tax  exempt  status  on 
all  profit-making  business  owned  by  religious 
organizations  should  be  eliminated.  The  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  resolution  reads:  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Florida  Conference  and/or  each 
individual  United  Methodist  Church  shall  pay  taxes  on 
all  business  and  income  enterprises  which  are  not  directly 
related  to  their  primary  function  of  religious  worship, 
teaching,  extension,  care-type  and  Christian  social 
action.  To  secure  proper  legal  guidance  to  assure  tax 
exemption  of  all  non-profit  properties  of  the  church. 

On  Housing:  Since  many  low  and  middle  income 
families  in  our  state  are  currently  being  deprived  of 


decent  and  adequate  housing,  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  urges  the 
governor  and  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  establish  a  revolving  loan  fund 
so  that  non-profit  sponsors  of  housing  would  thereby  be 
enabled  to  find  and  purchase  land  on  which  new  housing 
might  be  built.  ( Ref.  House  Bill  #1369;  Senate  #940) 

On  Pornography:  Florida  United  Methodists  have 
petitioned  the  state  legislature  to  see  that  laws  banning 
commercialized  pornography  are  more  diligently 
enforced,  and  to  enact  stiffer  curbs  if  necessary. 

The  church  action  was  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  by 
the  Rev.  Whitney  Dough  of  Miami  at  the  closing  session 
of  the  annual  conference. 

“Besides  the  x-rated  movies,  just  look  at  the  ads  in 
your  daily  newspaper  to  see  how  Florida,  even  small 
communities,  is  being  Hooded  with  all  kinds  of  hard-core 
pornographic  films,  books  and  magazines  by  the  so- 
called  ‘mini-adult  theaters’  and  ‘adult  bookstores’.”  he 
told  the  lay  and  ministerial  delegates  to  the  annual 
meeting. 

He  asked  also  that  United  Methodists  join  in  “urging 
our  newspapers  to  follow  the  constructive  example  of  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner  in  refusing  to  accept 
advertisements  promoting  obscenity  and  commercialized 
pornography.” 

On  Project  Equality: 

The  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns  made  the 
following  report:  “We  endorse  the  principle  of  Project 
Equality  and  recommend  this  principle  to  the  annual 
conference,  its  institutions  and  the  local  churches,  to 
implement  equal  employment  opportunities  in  their  own 
way.  However,  because  complete  information  concerning 
financial  involvement,  organizational  structure  and 
representation  on  the  board  has  not  been  available  since 
January  I,  1971,  the  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns 
requests  the  opportunity  to  secure  complete  information 
and  to  report  to  the  1972  annual  conference. 

Special  Gifts  Campaign 
For  Florida  Colleges 

A  special  gifts  campaign,  with  a  goal  of  S2  to  $4  million, 
was  approved  by  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  in  its 
recent  session. 

United  Methodist’s  colleges  in  Florida  Florida 
Southern  College  and  Bethune-Cookman  College  will  be 
the  recipients  of  the  gifts. 

The  campaign  was  recommended  by  the  conference 
committee,  “The  Committee  of  Nine”,  following  a 
feasibility  study  and  in  consultation  with  the  cabinet  and 
other  conference  leaders. 

The  committee  recommended  that  a  steering 
committee  be  appointed  to  handle  the  campaign.  The 
committee  would  have  15  members  with  five  to  be  named 
by  the  bishop  and  cabinet,  five  by  the  president  and 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Florida  Southern 
College,  and  five  by  the  president  and  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Bethune-Cookman  College. 

On  a  vote  by  members  of  the  Annual  Conference  of 
227  to  1 33,  the  recommendation  was  approved. 

The  feasibility  study,  upon  which  the  recom¬ 
mendations  were  made,  was  done  by  the  firm  of  Marts 
and  Lundy.  The  Rev.  Sam  Banks,  .Ir.  was  chairman  of 
the  “Committee  of  Nine.” 


JULY,  1971 


7 


United  Methodist 
Credit  Union  Grows 

The  report  of  the  Florida  United  Methodist  Credit  Union 
as  given  to  the  recent  Florida  Annual  Conference  showed 
remarkable  growth  during  the  past  1 2  months. 

The  Credit  Union  is  now  about  a  year  and  a  half  old. 
It  has  grown  in  the  number  of  members  and  the  number 
of  share  deposits,  as  well  as  the  number  of  loans 
processed. 

According  to  the  figures  released  at  the  Annual 
Conference  the  Credit  Union  has  made  1  10  loans  as 
against  20  at  the  last  annual  conference  — a  450% 
increase!  Loans  made  show  a  gain  of  427%  and  share 
deposits  increased  446%. 

Membership  in  the  Credit  Union  has  increased  from 
196  members  to  just  a  few  short  of  400--a  doubling  of 
membership. 

Laymen  and  ministers  are  urged  to  continue  their 
support  of  the  Credit  Union  as  an  investment  for 
themselves  and  as  a  service  to  others. 

Transportation  Help 
Available  For  St.  Croix 

A  Chevrolet  Sport  Van,  large  enough  for  12  adults,  or  for 
any  number  of  children,  has  been  presented  to  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  James  G.  Walther,  of  St.  Croix,  Virgin  Island, 
by  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  at  Ormond  Beach. 

Jim  and  Rosemary  Walther  served  at  Ormond  Beach 
the  year  prior  to  accepting  the  mission  work  in  the  Virgin 
Islands. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Gannaway  is  pastor  of  the  Ormond 
Beach  church. 

Youth  Make  Gains  In 
Conference  Membership 

Two  proposed  constitutional  amendments  approved  by 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference  remove  restrictions  on 
age  in  the  election  of  local  church  members  to  the  annual 
conference  and  adds  two  youth  (under  25  years  of  age) 
from  each  district  of  the  conference. 

The  1970  special  session  of  The  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  held  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  approved  the  amendments  and  submitted  them 
to  the  annual  conferences  for  vote. 

One  of  the  amendments  (No.  5)  affects  the  election  of 
annual  conference  members  from  the  local  church.  It 
deletes  the  sentence  which  reads  “shall  be  at  least  twenty- 
one  (21)  years  of  age,”  and  adds  the  the  following  words 
at  the  end  of  the  sentence;  “which  states  that  the  member 
elected  shall  have  been  a  member  of  the  charge  for  one 
year  next  preceding  their  election.”  This  means  that  there 
shall  be  no  age  limit  in  the  election  of  members  of  the 
annual  conference  from  the  local  church,  provided  the 
person  has  been  a  member  of  that  charge  for  at  least  a 
year. 

The  second  amendment  approved  by  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  provides  for  the  election  of  two  youth 
members  from  each  district  of  the  conference.  The 
proposed  amendment  adds  the  words  “and  two  young 
persons  under  twenty-five  (25)  years  of  age  from  each 
district,  to  be  selected  in  such  manner  as  may  be 


determined  by  the  Annual  Conference  (Paragraph  36, 
Article  1 ).” 

These  two  proposed  constitutional  amendments, 
(Nos.  five  and  six)  give  young  United  Methodists 
additional  opportunities  and  representation  as  they 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  annual  conference. 

WSCS  Sponsors  Racism 
Workshop 

The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  sponsored  a 
training  session  on  racism  at  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Lakeland  on  May  18-20. 

The  Rev.  Woodie  White,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and  the  Rev.  James 
Jones,  associate  secretary,  were  instructors  for  the 
training  period. 

Task  groups  were  set  up  in  three  geographical 
locations  in  the  conference.  These  groups,  in  teams  of 
two  or  three,  are  available  as  resource  leaders  to  any 
district  or  local  church  desiring  to  have  a  workshop.  The 
disctrict  or  local  church  which  requests  a  workshop  is 
asked  to  pay  any  expense  of  travel  or  hospitality  incurred 
by  the  teams. 

Workshops  may  vary  in  time  allotment  and  the  teams 
stand  ready  to  work  with  the  group  in  planning  the 
activities. 

For  further  information  contact  Mrs.  Hugh  Wilcox, 
3355  Bowers  Lane,  Jacksonville  32217,  who  will  have  the 
names  of  resource  leaders  in  your  area. 

Local  or  area  workshops  can  be  of  great  help  toward 
a  real  understanding  between  people. 

(Obituaries! 

The  Rev.  W.  Harold  Miller,  active  member  of  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference,  and  former  pastor  of  the  Manhattan 
Ave.  Church  of  Tampa,  was  killed  in  a  highway  accident 
Tuesday,  June  I,  the  opening  day  of  the  Conference 
sessions. 

He  died  when  the  Jeep  station  wagon  he  was  driving 
left  the  road  on  Interstate  4  and  struck  a  bridge 
abutment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Miller  had  served  the  Manhattan  Ave. 
Church  since  1967,  having  previously  served  in  Lakeland, 
Bradenton  and  Dade  City,  and  as  a  Navy  chaplain  for 
three  years. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Muriel,  and  two 
daughters,  Charlotte  Ruth,  14  and  Martha  Louise,  1 1. 

Services  were  held  at  Manhattan  Ave.  Church  with 
Bishop  James  W.  Henley  and  District  Superintendent 
Robert  C.  Boggs,  presiding. 

Mrs.  Miller  and  daughters  will  reside  in  Plant  City. 

Miss  Sara  Fernandez,  62,  long  time  home  missionary 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church,  died  in  Miami,  May  2- 

Miss  Fernandez  was  born  in  Tampa.  She  was  active 
at  Wolff  Settlement  as  a  child  and  youth,  later  serving  in 
San  Antonio  and  Key  West.  In  1940  she  went  to  Cubai 
where  she  served  for  23  years  and  was  the  last  missionary! 
to  leave  the  island  when  Castro  came  into  power. 

Since  leaving  Cuba  Miss  Fernandez  has  served  asi 
director  of  the  Miami  Latin  Center  and  also  served  for; 
some  time  in  Costa  Rica. 

At  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  on  a  pre-retirement 
furlough  and  had  planned  to  work  at  the  day  care  center 
for  migrant  children  in  Zolfo  Springs. 

Miss  Fernandez  is  survived  by  two  brothers  in  Tampaj 
and  a  sister  in  Miami.  Interment  was  in  Tampa. 


THE  FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODISI 


MINISTERIAL  APPOINTMENTS,  1971/1972 


DELAND  DISTRICT 

Walter  B  Rutland,  District  Superintendent — 1 
P.  0.  Box  315,  DeLand  32720 


Charge 

Appointee 

Year 

Altoona-Paisley 

(Paul  Dufford)  (LP) 

1 

Bunnell 

Earle  A.  Wilder 

3 

Crescent  City 

Howe  Memorial 

Keith  Kelly 

1 

St.  John's 

(James  C.  Murray)  (RS) 

3 

Daytona  Beach 

Community 

A.  Bruce  Galloway 

1 

First 

Shuler  Peele 

4 

Livingston 

Gregory  L.  Wood 

2 

St.  Andrew's 

Robert  A.  Hahn 

2 

Stewarl  Memorial 

Rogers  P.  Fair 

1 

DeBary 

V.  J.  Ragsdale 

4 

DeLand 

First 

John  P.  Simon 

5 

St.  Joseph's  Parish 

(Arthur  J.  Mack)  (RS) 

3 

Trinity 

Robert  L.  Jenkins 

3 

Associate 

James  N  Broomall.  Jr 

2 

DeLeon  Springs-Lake  Helen 

Robert  L  Sterner 

2 

Deltona 

H  Wight  Kirtley 

7 

Edgewater 

Harvey  M.  Hardin 

10 

Enterprise 

(E  B.  McBroom)  (RS) 

1 

Flagler  Beach 

(William  L.  Peterson)  (RS) 

1 

Geneva 

(Lloyd  A.  Hampton)  (PLP) 

1 

Hastings-Riverdale 

Wayne  Thomas 

2 

Holly  Hill 

Sanford  C  Mayo 

2 

Lake  Como 

(T.  Edwin  Spofford)  (PS) 

2 

New  Smyrna  Beach 

Coronado 

Richard  C.  Ross 

3 

First 

C,  W.  Whitley 

4 

Orange  City 

L.  T.  Cunningham 

3 

Ormond  Beach 

First 

Bruce  F.  Gannaway 

3 

Associate 

J.  Ralph  Burton,  Jr. 

1 

Riverview 

Rodney  F.  Johnson 

1 

Osteen 

(Arthur  Beatty)  (PLP) 

10 

Palatka 

Emmanuel 

(R.  L.  Holtz)  (PLP) 

4 

St.  James 

George  H.  Carlton 

3 

Trinity 

Ray  Gregory,  Jr. 

5 

Pierson 

Jerry  W.  Brummett,  AM 

2 

Port  Orange 

Paul  E.  Vandine 

3 

St.  Augustine 

First 

Osborn  C.  Gelyeu 

2 

Grace 

0.  G  Dieffenwierth 

3 

Trinity-Hastings; 

St.  Stephen 

(James  E.  Brown)  (PLP) 

3 

Sanford 

Christ 

(Bernard  L.  Harkey)  (SS) 

1 

First 

Julius  C.  Byers 

3 

Grace 

0.  Ross  Denslow 

2 

Seville 

Joseph  L  Martin,  AM 

2 

Welaka-Georgetown 

(William  J.  Otis)  (PS) 

1 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 


W.  W.  Roughton,  District  Superintendent — 3  (6 
2226  N.  W.  2nd  Ave.,  Gainesville  32601 
Cltarge  Appointee  Year 


Alachua 

B.  A,  Williamston 

3 

Anthony 

Denman  A.  Jones 

1 

Archer 

(Charles  Dickman)  (PLP) 

2 

Archer  Parish 

TBS 

3 

Belleview 

W.  Dean  Witten 

4 

Branford  Circuit 

(Ray  O'Ferrell)  (LP) 

2 

Bronson 

Guy  S.  Athearn 

1 

Cedar  Key 

(Edgar  Duane  Webb)  (SS) 

2 

Chiefland 

G.  Robert  McCormick 

2 

Chiefland  Parish 

(Robert  James)  (RS) 

2 

Citra 

Frank  Daniel 

2 

Citra  Parish 

(George  Hamilton)  (PLP) 

2 

Columbia  Circuit 

Charles  W.  Rogers.  AM 

2 

Cross  City 

H.  Julian  Keating 

3 

Ounnellon 

William  Cofield 

2 

Fairfield  Parish 

Gainesville 

(Harold  Williams)  (PLP) 

2 

Centenary 

Terry  M.  Markins 

2 

E.  Gainesville  Parish/ 

William  M.  Ferguson 

3 

Faith 

Robert  H.  Hines 

4 

First 

Alfred  B.  Vaught 

1 

Mt.  Pleasant  Parish 

Joshua  Reddick 

3 

Southwest 

(Fred  Lawrence)  (SS) 

2 

Trinity 

William  0.  Tiffin 

3 

University 

H.  J.  Downey,  Jr. 

4 

Wesley  Community 

John  T.  Pennington 

7 

W.  Gainesville  Parish 

L.  G.  Scott 

3 

Hawthorne 

Donald  L.  Bain 

1 

Hawthorne  Parish 

(James  Johnson)  (PLP) 

2 

High  Springs 

Jue  0.  Johnson 

2 

High  Springs  Parish 

(Marion  McClellan)  (PLP) 

2 

Interlachen 

C.  6.  Davis,  AM 

3 

Island  Grove-Providence 

(A.  Lynn  Ellis)  (PLP) 

2 

Lake  Butler 

Lake  City 

Peter  A  Richardson 

1 

First 

William  S.  Echols 

1 

Associate 

Warner  P.  Davis,  Jr, 

1 

Lake  City  Parish 
Wesley  Memorial,  Dir 

Charles  H.  Clifton 

2 

Group  Ministry 

Marvin  G  Buckner 

4 

Lawtey 

(Don  Denton)  (SS) 

4 

McIntosh 

(Roy  G.  Perkins)  (PLP) 

3 

Melrose 

Thomas  C.  Geyer,  AM 

4 

Micanopy 

(Clifford  Cook)  (LP) 

3 

Micanopy  Parish 

(James  W.  Moffett)  (RS) 

2 

Newberry 

Ocala 

William  A.  Rountree,  AM 

3 

Druid  Hills 

W.  Joe  Clark 

4 

First 

Robert  D  Bledsoe 

3 

Associate 

Miles  K.  Womack,  Jr. 

3 

Ocala  Parish 

Ernest  H.  Johnson 

2 

St.  Mark's 

Morris  G.  Hanley 

5 

Oklawaha 

Harry  A,  Goddard 

2 

Old  Town  Parish 

(Eugene  Pierce)  (RLP) 

4 

Rochelle-Santos 

(Willie  Stitt)  (PLP) 

2 

Reddick 

(Robert  Foxworthy)  (LP) 

3 

Reddick  Parish 

(Tony  Mays)  (PLP) 

2 

St  John's 

(Sandra  Christian)  (PLP) 

1 

Starke 

Dewitt  T  Farabee,  Jr. 

4 

Starke  Parish 

L.  J.  Perkins 

2 

Trenton 

(Robert  Mitchell)  (SS) 

3 

Waldo 

(Frank  G.  Bilker)  (SS) 

1 

Waldo  Parish 

(Roosevelt  Dell.  Sr.)  (RS) 

4 

Wellborn 

(Waller  R  Matthews,  Jr.)  (LP) 

4 

White  Springs 

(Gerald  Zuern)  (LP) 

2 

Williston 

Luther  R.  Stokes 

5 

JACKSDNVILLE  DISTRICT 

M.  McCoy  Gibbs,  District  Superintendent — 2 
225  E.  Duval  Street,  Jacksonville  32202 


Charge 

Appointee 

Year 

Baldwin-Bryceville 

A.  J.  Coefield 

3 

Callahan 

James  H.  Luther,  AM 

5 

Fernandina  Beach 

James  W.  Powell,  Jr. 

1 

Fernandina  Parish 

Dan  Singleton 

4 

Green  Cove  Springs 

Robert  W.  Weaver 

2 

Hilliard 

Jacksonville 

(James  A.  Thompson)  (RS) 

4 

Aldersgate 

Roscoe  W.  McCloud 

2 

Arlington 

C.  Eugene  West 

4 

Associate 

Hugh  A,  Westbrook 

2 

Avondale 

0.  H  Hudgins 

4 

Dinsmore 

0  Carmack  Morris 

2 

Ebenezer-Mount  Moriah 

Ernest  W.  Newman 

8 

Epperson  Memorial 

Robert  E.  Gorday 

4 

Fairfield 

(Felix  Waddell)  (PLP) 

5 

First 

Richard  E.  Blancharri 

4 

Fort  Caroline  Road 

David  H.  Talley 

4 

Garden  City-Hutto  Chapel 

Booker  C  Short 

3 

Glynlea 

Good  Shepherd- 

Lee  E  Strother 

1 

Normandy  Village 

Dan  E  Harrison 

2 

Hendricks  Memorial 

Chester  L  Davis 

1 

Highlands 

Howard  L.  Stull 

2 

Inman  Memorial 

Harold  K.  Bowen.  AM 

4 

Lake  Shore 

H.  Donald  Mizell 

2 

Lakewood 

Robert  M.  Waddell 

3 

Associate 

Thurman  Rivers,  Jr. 

1 

Main  Street 

Gordon  N.  Craig 

3 

Mandarin 

Richard  J,  Wills,  Jr. 

1 

Marietta 

(Kenneth  L.  McPeak)  (PLP) 

2 

Murry  Hill 

Luther  V.  Laite 

2 

North  Shore 

(James  Ratcliff)  (LP) 

1 

Oak  Crest 

Norman  T.  Allers 

2 

Ortega 

John  A.  White 

2 

Peeler  Memorial 

Harry  C.  Baas,  Jr. 

2 

Riverside  Park 

Rudolph  McKinley 

6 

Associate 

William  0  Lipp 

3 

Riverview 

Roy  0.  Burgess 

3 

St.  Joseph 

(Golden  Smith)  (PLP) 

8 

St.  Mark 

Edgar  E.  Stauffer 

5 

St.  Paul 

Roy  Ben  Ridley 

3 

Simpson  Parish 

S.  S.  Robinson.  Jr. 

5 

Snyder  Memorial 

Richard  Petry 

4 

Southside 

Monroe  C.  Hatch 

2 

Associate 

H.  Fred  Spencer 

2 

Southside  Estates 

Paul  Morris 

4 

Springfield 

Louis  H.  Leigh 

2 

Spring  Glen 

Donald  F.  Padgett 

6 

Swaim  Memorial 

Orville  N.  Nelson 

1 

Trinity 

R  C.  Joyner 

4 

Wesconnett 

Norman  F  Keaton  II 

1 

Wesley  Memorial 

West  Jacksonville 

Damon  S.  Scott 

3 

Parish 

(Willie  Limbric)  (PLP) 

3 

Woodstock  Park 
Jacksonville  Beaches 

William  H.  Compton 

1 

Beach  Church 

A.  Waldo  Farabee 

1 

Christ 

Robert  Soka 

2 

Macclenny 

Paul  H  Watts 

2 

Middleburg 

(Tom  Vincett)  (PLP) 

2 

Orange  Park 

Asbury 

Glen  B.  Tucker,  AM 

2 

Calvary 

Emory  D.  Willard 

2 

Orange  Park 

Ralph  R.  Johnson 

1 

Yulee 

(W,  G  Aldridge)  (RS) 

7 

LAKELAND  DISTRICT 

Ralph  B  Huston,  District  Superintendent — 5 

P  0  Box  2625,  Lakeland  33803 

Charge 

Appointee 

Alturas-Wahneta 

W.  E.  Rowell 

2 

Auburndale 

First 

George  Bourn 

3 

Lena  Vista-Eloise 

(James  Tynan)  (SS) 

1 

Bartow 

Asbury 

Robert  M  Temple,  Jr. 

4 

First 

Lee  R,  VanSickle 

2 

Blanton-San  Antonio 

(W  S.  Hancock)  (PLP) 

5 

Bushnell-Linden 

Robert  F  Hornback 

2 

Clermont 

John  Louis  Jones 

4 

Coleman-Oxford 

Kenneth  C.  Shannon 

6 

Dade  City 

John  F  Few 

4 

Davenport 

Raymond  F  Grossman 

3 

Dundee 

Robert  W.  Throgmorton 

1 

Ft,  Meade 

S  Harry  Russell 

6 

Frostproof 

J.  Milton  Ivey 

4 

Fruitland  Park-Lady  Lake 

Raymond  J.  Sharp 

2 

Groveland;  Edge  Memorial 

David  J  Love 

2 

Haines  City 

Jasper  0  Witt 

2 

Highland  City 

(R  Rod  Ruby) (LP) 

4 

Indian  Lake-Sun  Ray 

Frank  L.  Johnson.  Ill 

1 

Kathleen-Lake  Gibson 

T.  W  Obenauer 

2 

Lakeland 

Cleveland  Heights 

Alfred  P.  Jodie 

3 

College  Heights 

Eldon  Simmons 

4 

Crystal  Lake 

Stanley  F.  Toy 

1 

First 

David  G,  Hortin 

1 

Associate 

George  A.  Buie,  III 

1 

Good  Shepherd 

William  Covert,  AM 

2 

Lakewood  Park 

E.  Keith  Ewing 

2 

Methodist  Temple 

Lee  Pearson 

4 

St  Mark-St.  Luke 

George  E.  Harper 

3 

Trinity 

Vernon  E.  Queen 

4 

Wesley  Memorial 

Orville  H.  Ripley,  Jr 

1 

Associate 

Donald  N  Dial 

2 

Lake  Alfred 

Robert  E.  Fannin 

4 

Lake  Panasoffkee  Parish 

John  W  Finkell,  Jr. 

4 

Lake  Wales 

H  Mauriece  Felton 

3 

Associate 

G  Richard  Albury 

4 

Leesburg 

Christ 

Jennings  A  Neeld,  Jr. 

2 

Morrison 

J  Tom  Sofge,  Jr 

2 

Associate 

Thomas  H.  Norton,  Jr. 

1 

Mascotte-Center  Hill 

(Robert  F  Thompson)  (PLP) 

5 

Mulberry 

W.  E.  Kircher 

3 

Ridge  Manor-Webster 

James  R.  Roy 

2 

Trilhy-Lacoochee 

(William  B  Warner)  (RLP) 

3 

Wildwood 

E,  Gene  Carter 

1 

Winter  Haven 

Beymer  Memorial 

James  C.  Rowan 

3 

Associate 

Richard  Hunter 

1 

St.  John's 

H,  W.  Parker 

3 

Trinity 

George  E.  Dettman 

3 

Zephyrhills 

Roy  Fiske 

2 

Polk  County  Spanish 

Ministry 

Ovidio  Amaro 

1 

MELBOURNE  DISTRICT 

John  B  F.  Williams,  District  Superintendent — 1 

P  0  Box  250.  Melbourne  32901 

Charge 

Appointee  Year 

Cocoa 

Victor  L.  Rankin 

1 

Cocoa  Beach 

James  R,  Crook,  Jr 

4 

Fort  Pierce 

Community 

Harold  1.  Thomas 

4 

First 

Robert  J.  Gisler 

5 

White  City  Lakewood 

Park 

E.  B.  McGahee 

4 

Melbourne 

Emmanuel 

Oliver  F.  Taylor 

3 

First 

J.  Arthur  Padgett 

2 

Hope 

W.  Gordon  Mullinax 

1 

Melbourne  Parish 

Laurence  E.  Hall 

4 

St.  Mark's 

Brice  C.  Harris 

3 

St.  Paul's 

Thomas  G,  Mitchell 

3 

Associate 

Allen  L.  Barrett 

3 

Wesley 

Roy  V  Harris 

4 

Merritt  Island 

Georgiana 

(Ned  Kellar)  (S) 

2 

Grace 

Edwin  Montfort 

3 

Associate 

Joe  A.  Mills 

2 

Mims 

Joseph  S.  Philbeck 

3 

Okeechobee 

Donald  Keyes 

4 

Palm  Bay 

Frank  D  Seibert 

2 

Port  St.  John 

(Perry  B.  James)  (RS) 

1 

Port  St  Lucie 

P  Dean  Brown 

3 

Rockledge 

James  P  Dale 

2 

Roseland 

Donald  M.  Brown 

1 

Satellite  Beach 

John  H.  Hires,  Jr 

4 

Sebastian-Fellsmere 

Titusville 

Robert  M.  Bailey 

1 

First 

Roland  Vanzant 

4 

Associate 

John  H.  Giles,  Jr. 

2 

Indian  River  City 

Paul  G.  Cochran 

3 

St.  Andrew 

Vero  Beach 

Thomas  E  Farmer,  Jr 

3 

Asbury 

Gerald  E.  Martel 

1 

Christ 

Arville  L,  Renner 

3 

First 

Pat  W  McBride,  Jr. 

2 

Associate 

John  E  Daniel 

2 

Wabasso 

Fred  E.  Thorn 

4 

MIAMI  DISTRICT 

Hafold  E  Buell,  District  Superintendent — 1 
P  0.  Box  2097,  Miami  Beach  33140 


Charge 

Appointee 

Year 

Homestead 

First 

T.  Newton  Wise 

2 

Florida  City 

C  Ed  Murfin,  Jr. 

2 

Redland 

Don  E.  Jordan.  AM 

1 

Silver  Palm 

John  A.  Briley 

3 

Key  West 

El  Salvador-Big  Coppitt 

Reinaldo  Toledo 

2 

First 

H,  Theo  Gee 

3 

Fleming  Street 

Hugh  E.  Murphy 

1 

Ley  Memorial 

A.  A.  Reppenhagen 

5 

Newman 

(W.  E  Clarke)  (PLP) 

1 

The  Keys 

Big  Pine 

James  W.  Martin 

1 

Marathon 

D.  L.  Floyd 

1 

Matecumbe 

John  J.  P  Kincaid 

2 

Tavernier 

Robert  R.  Lewis 

3 

Greater  Miami 

Allapattah 

Louis  E,  Patmore 

1 

Associate 

Oman  Iglesias 

6 

Bryan  Memorial 

Leo  S.  Lacy 

2 

Carol  City 

Raymond  W.  Boegen 

1 

Christ  Church 

C  H.  Rasmussen 

1 

Coral  Gables 

David  T.  Senates 

3 

Associate 

J.  Barclay  Jackson 

7 

Associate 

William  W.  Cleveland 

2 

Coral  Way 

James  B.  Gaylor 

1 

Associate 

Manuel  F.  Salabarria 

1 

Cutlet  Ridge 

L  E.  Henize 

4 

Ebenezer 

Aaron  D.  Hall.  Sr. 

17 

First  Miami 

C  Durward  McDonell 

5 

Associate 

Robert  E.  May 

2 

Associate 

(Norka  Feijoo)  (LP) 

7 

Fulford 

William  Sims 

2 

Grace 

John  R.  Brabham 

1 

Associate 

Jose  R.  Morales 

6 

Hialeah  First 

Danny  E.  Morris 

1 

Associate 

(Eleazar  Legra)  (PLP) 

5 

Kelly's  Chapel 

(William  Butler)  (LP) 

4 

Kendall 

Henry  G,  Galloway 

3 

Associate 

L.  Kim  Porter 

2 

Killian  Drive 

Lester  E.  Tallman 

1 

Lakeview 

J  U.  Guerry 

2 

Associate 

Jose  Morales 

2 

Miami  Beach 

George  A  Hill.  Jr. 

1 

Miami  Lakes 

Warren  F.  Huntington 

5 

Miami  Springs 

Glenn  E.  Boye 

1 

Mount  Pleasant- 

Kerr  Memorial 

William  Mack 

17 

Norland 

Gordon  H.  Strickland 

4 

North  Hialeah 

Robert  M.  Jenkins 

4 

Associate 

G.  Lea  Harper,  Jr. 

1 

Djus 

R.  Craig  Ford 

4 

Olympia  Heights 

Claude  Stanfield 

4 

Opa  Locka 

Ralph  Jones 

5 

Palm  Springs 

William  C.  Swygert 

3 

Peace-Trinity 

John  S.  Gird 

6 

Perrine-Peters 

William  A.  Wicker 

2 

Rader  Memorial 

Paul  M.  Stewart 

1 

Associate 

W.  Victor  Maloy 

1 

Riverside 

0.  Dean  Martin 

2 

St.  Paul's 

John  B.  Bass 

1 

Sellers  Memorial 

Emilio  Chaviano 

2 

South  Miami 

Leo  F.  King 

3 

Associate 

Paul  Dickinson 

1 

Southwest 

(A.  A,  Jameson)  (RS) 

8 

Tamiami 

Luis  Diaz  de  Arce 

2 

Associate 

(Carl  D.  Stewart)  (RS) 

2 

Wesley 

Whitney  J.  Dough 

6 

Associate 

Benito  Acebo 

5 

Westwood 

Marion  E.  Sliger 

3 

ORLANDO  DISTRICT 

Gene  Zimmerman,  District  Superintendent — 3 
P  D  Box  8745,  Drlando  32806 


Charge 

Appointee 

Year 

Apopka 

Frank  Edwards 

4 

Bear  Lake 

(Albert  Garcia)  (PLP) 

1 

Casselberry 

Wiilliam  A.  Pickett 

2 

Eustis 

Bartley  Temple 

To  be  Supplied 

Eustis  First 

John  Brackman 

4 

Kissimmee 

First 

Lee  W.  Davidson 

4 

Shingle  Creek 

(Luther  V  Laite,  Jr.)  (PLP) 

2 

Maitland 

Hugh  Lake.  Jr. 

3 

Montverde 

(Myric  Laite)  (SS) 

2 

Mount  Dora 

George  L  Harper 

2 

Ocoee 

David  E.  Underwood 

1 

Orlando 

Azalea  Park 

Donald  W.  Jones 

4 

Bonneville 

(Richard  Campbell)  (SS) 

2 

Broadway 

Mario  Alfonso 

2 

Christ-Curry  Ford  Road 

(Carl  Brooks)  (LP) 

2 

College  Park 

0.  V.  Hitchcock 

2 

Concord  Park 

J.  Philip  Norman 

1 

Conway 

Harold  M.  Hendren 

3 

East  Orlando 

George  C.  Watson.  AM 

2 

Ebenezer-Grant  Chapel 

Cubell  Johnson 

3 

Epworth 

Lyman  H  Kirkwood 

2 

First  Orlando 

Robert  M.  Blackburn 

4 

Associate 

Larry  C.  O'Steen 

2 

Associate 

James  Blitch 

1 

Associate 

Larry  E.  Webb 

1 

Goss  Memorial 

Hoyt  Tatum 

1 

Associate 

Fred  R.  Gardner 

1 

Grace 

Kenneth  W.  Griffith 

2 

Holden  Heights 

L.  E.  Herndon 

3 

Kirkman  Road 

Richard  Gantz 

4 

Lockhart 

John  B.  Gill.  Jr. 

2 

Pine  Castle 

Gary  Buhl 

5 

Pine  Hills 

Billy  Dean  Case 

2 

Reeves  Memorial 

Charles  R.  Bruce 

1 

St.  Paul's 

Carl  Hanks 

4 

Taft 

(Donald  E.  Reynolds)  (LP) 

2 

Trinity 

To  be  Supplieti 

Union  Park 

(Curtis  Norton)  (LP) 

1 

Oviedo 

A.  Brad  Dinsmore 

1 

St.  Cloud 

Clare  S.  Hall 

2 

Tavares 

Randall  L.  Parsons 

5 

Umatilla 

Ballard  Wilson 

5 

Winter  Garden 

Stacy  Selph 

1 

Winter  Park 

Aloma 

Robert  L.  Case 

1 

First 

John  J.  Rooks 

1 

Associate 

C.  Philip  Torrance 

3 

St  Andrew 

Albert  F.  Donovan 

1 

Zellwood 

(Irvin  Bookman)  (LP) 

1 

TALLAHASSEE  DISTRICT 


Robert  B.  Chapman,  Jr.,  District  Superintendent — 3 
P  0  Box  3545,  Tallahassee  32303 


Charge 

Appointee 

Year 

Apalachicola-East  Point 

Leslie  0.  Shirley 

2 

Carrabelle 

(John  E.  Booth)  (LP) 

1 

Chaires  Circuit 

Howard  W.  Almand,  AM 

3 

Chattahoochee 

Don  Richardson 

2 

Glen  Julia  Circuit 

Carroll  W.  Staples,  AM 

2 

Greensboro 

(Robert  Weimert)  (LP) 

2 

Greenville 

(A  W.  Guild)  (RS) 

4 

Havana  (Salem) 

W  A.  Fisackerly,  III 

3 

Jasper 

Jesse  L.  Baker 

1 

Jennings 

(Roger  W.  Rolison)  (SS) 

1 

Lake  Jackson 

Harris  C.  Jones.  Ill 

1 

Leon-Wakulla  Parish, 
Woodville 

Elwyn  R.  Burke.  Director 

2 

Sopchoppy-Crawfordville 

(Fred  Sampson)  (LP) 

4 

Wakulla-Zion  Hill 

(George  McAulay)  (LP) 

2 

Liberty  Circuit 

Lovick  J.  Green,  AM 

3 

Live  Oak 

William  T.  Blair 

2 

Madison 

Walter  B.  Edwards 

4 

Madison  County  Parish: 

Rocky  Springs-Hanson 

James  H.  Moore,  Director 

2 

Cherry  Lake-Pinetta 

Logan  D.  Whalen 

1 

Lee-Hickory  Grove 

Francis  C.  Smelt 

1 

Mayo-New  Harmony 

Paul  D.  Swisher 

2 

Miccosukee 

(W.  B.  Smith)  (PLP) 

4 

Monticello 

Carl  D.  Shafer 

2 

Perry 

First 

Guldmar  J.  Blair 

2 

Grace 

A.  L.  Leggett,  Jr. 

4 

Pisgah 

(Norman  E.  Booth)  (S) 

1 

Quincy 

Centenary 

Lee  D.  Rustin 

1 

Forest  Hills 

Frank  T.  Stoff,  Jr. 

1 

Sardis 

(David  L.  Taunton)  (PLP) 

2 

Shady  Grove  Circuit 

(Charles  H.  Covey)  (LP) 

2 

Stein  hatchee 

(William  B.  McDonald)  (RS) 

1 

Tallahassee 

Bethel 

Richard  K.  Walker.  Ill 

1 

Calvary 

J.  Robert  Miller 

2 

Grey  Memorial 

(Edwin  Hartz)  (S) 

2 

John  Wesley 

Mitchell  Florence 

4 

Killearn 

David  L.  Brazelton 

3 

St.  Paul's 

W.  Ray  Finklea 

2 

Southside 

Frank  M.  IVIason.  II 

3 

Tallahassee  Heights 

E.  Dale  Harward 

1 

Trinity 

George  A.  Foster 

7 

Associate 

John  H.  Green 

2 

Associate 

Ben  Curry 

4 

Waukeenah  Circuit 

(William  L.  Rub)  (SS) 

2 

TAMPA  DISTRICT 

Robert  C.  Boggs,  District  Superintendent — 5 

2502  Morrison  Ave ,  Tampa  33609 

Charge 

Appointee 

Yeai 

Brandon 

First 

Ray  Harrison 

6 

St,  Andrew's 

J.  C.  Powell 

5 

Village  Chapel 

Ross  Geiger 

6 

Brooksville 

Robert  H.  Fox,  Jr. 

1 

Cork 

(Walter  D.  Wilder)  (SS) 

1 

Floral  City 

Dean  H.  Sauerwine 

3 

Gibsonton 

Wesley  S.  Price 

1 

Hernando 

(Frank  M.  Barnaby)  (RLP) 

3 

Inverness 

Raymond  Hayes 

2 

Keystone 

Joe  H.  Smith 

4 

Lake  Lindsey-New  Hope 

(Morris  C.  Gaskins)  (S) 

1 

Lutz 

First 

A.  G.  Martin 

5 

Patterson  Memorial 

0.  Douglas  Clewis 

2 

Plant  City 

First 

Dan  M.  Gill 

7 

Grace-Knights 

Paul  Hogue 

1 

Sunset  Heights-Dover 

Charles  D.  Hutchins 

2 

Trinity 

E.  Pierce  Hendry 

2 

Riverview 

James  F.  Tripp 

2 

Ruskin 

L.  E.  Watkins 

4 

Seffner 

Robert  H.  Carr 

3 

Springhead 

(Ernest  Edmond)  (RS) 

1 

Spring  Lake 

John  Perkins,  AM 

4 

T3mp3 

Bayshore 

Robert  A.  Shelley 

4 

Branscomb  Memorial 

David  A.  Day 

2 

Calvary 

Ralph  Rivers 

4 

Christ 

(Dean  M.  Lovett)  (LP) 

2 

Faith 

Duncan  Gray,  AM 

4 

First 

Paul  L.  Hartsfield 

3 

Forest  Hills 

R.  E.  Ackenhusen 

1 

Good  Shepetd 

Joe  B.  Hughes,  AM 

2 

Grace 

Arthur  C.  (iavis 

1 

Harris  Temple 

(James  H.  Woods)  (RS) 

2 

Highland  Avenue 

Joe  Ed  McGahey 

4 

Hillsborough 

Fred  Foster,  AM 

5 

Hyde  Park 

Kenneth  G.  Rogers 

3 

Associate 

Richards  B.  Fife 

1 

Interbay-Port  Tampa 

Fred  A.  Bowers 

1 

Keeney  Chapel 

(Roosevelt  Dell,  Jr.)  (S) 

3 

Lake  Magdalene 

John  Winters 

4 

Associate 

James  V.  Harvester 

1 

Manhattan  Avenue 

J.  Milburn  McLeod 

1 

Nebraska  Avenue 

T.  Gerald  Williams 

1 

Spanish  Ministry 

Manuel  Viera 

9 

Northeast 

J.  Crozier  Inman 

3 

Oak  Grove 

Jack  Kelley 

9 

Associate 

(Robert  Finch)  (LP) 

1 

Otterbein 

C.  N.  Dgg 

1 

Palma  Ceia 

Walter  N.  Kalaf 

2 

Associate 

David  G.  Kelley 

1 

St.  John's 

R.  Wayne  Dwens 

3 

St.  Paul's 

Hector  Navas 

6 

Associate 

William  H.  Higgins 

1 

Seminole  Heights 

W.  Goddard  Sherman 

3 

Temple  Terrace 

Dennis  R.  Delacure 

1 

Trinity 

E.  Jay  Halter 

1 

Tyer  Temple 

Eddie  J.  Rivers.  Jr. 

1 

Wesley  Memorial 

Kenneth  C.  Blitch 

2 

Thonotosassa 

(Joseph  L.  Sides)  (RS) 

2 

ST.  PETERSBURG  DISTRICT 


Gaylon  L.  Howe,  District  Superintendent — 4 
P.  0.  Box  7307,  St.  Petersburg  33734 
Charge  Appointee  Yea! 


Anona 
Associate 
Clearwater 
Belmont  Park 
First 

Associate 

Friendship 


W.  L.  Joyner  3; 
Richard  A.  Gressman  1 1| 

Duane  Meier  5| 
W.  S.  Bozeman  4 

John  A.  Stroman  3! 

William  H.  Wolfe  1^ 
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Clearwater.  Continued 

Mt.  Zion 

Percy  L.  Blow 

2 

Boca  Grande 

Bonita  Springs 

(Victor  Coleman)  (RS) 
Wilbur  P.  Crowder.  AM 

1 

5 

WEST  PALM  BEACH  DISTRICT 

Skycrest 

Crystal  River 

Curlew 

lunedin 

R  Eugene  Rutland.  Jr. 

Paul  Lanier 
Alan  L.  Beaver 

2 

1 

1 

Bowling  Green 

Bradenton 

Christ 

Emmanuel 

H.  0  Boyette 

Alonzo  R.  Davis 
D.  Clark  Thompson 

4 

7 

3 

Lewis  N.  Head,  District 
2935  Washington  Road, 
Charge 

Superintendent — 4  (6) 
West  Palm  Beach  33405 
Appointee 

Year 

First 

Associate 

Union  Park 

High  Point 
(oliday 

Associate 

lomosassa 

ludson 

,argo 

First 

St.  Paul 

lew  Port  Richey 

Edison  L.  Russell 
Alfred  H.  Tracy 
Delmas  M  Copeland 
Emerson  lies 
Wayne  Johnson 
Kenneth  Jennings 

Hillard  R.  Howard 

Robert  M.  Brittain 
Morrell  S.  Robinson 
W.  L.  Brackman,  Jr. 

8 

5 

2 

6 

5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6 

First 

Manatee 

Rogers  Memorial 

Trinity 

Associate 

Associate 

Cape  Coral 

Charlotte  Harbor 

Cleveland 

Ellenton 

Englewood 

Estero 

Jiles  E.  Kirkland 

R.  H.  Wheatley 
(V,  H,  Allman)  (RS) 
Ed  W.  Norman 
David  A.  Denslow 
Jay  Cross 
Robert  E.  Stevens 
Lawrence  J.  Loveday 
Robert  T.  Standifer 
Lowell  W,  Shaw 
John  V.  Whitehead 
(W.  H.  Bransford)  (RS) 

3 

5 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Belle  Glade 

Boco  Raton 

Boynton  Beach 

First 

St  John's 

Canal  Point 

Clewiston 

Coral  Springs 

Oania 

Davie 

Deerfield  Beach-Mt,  Sinai 
Delray  Beach 

Fred  E.  Stinson 
Joseph  W,  Howell 

Nelson  P.  Moyer 
(Louis  Shields)  (LP) 
(Clarence  Hagmeier)  (LP) 
J.  David  Woerner 
Wayne  W,  Bantz 
H.  Morris  Shields 
William  E.  Brooks 
(Leroy  Dell)  (RS) 
J-  Marvin  Sweat,  Jr. 

3 

1 

5 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

9 

lldsmar 

(Emil  E.  Kessler,  Jr.)  (LP) 

1 

Fort  Myers 

Fort  Lauderdale 

'aim  Harbor 

W,  Ernest  Dorrell 

6 

Beach 

Charles  C  Trembly 

2 

Aldersgate 

Marvin  R.  Parks.  Jr. 

2 

'inellas  Park 

Charles  E.  Kinder 

4 

Central 

D  Bruce  Pickering 

4 

Christ 

Harold  L  Brooks 

8 

lafety  Harbor-Sylvan  Abbey 

Gary  L  Conner 

2 

Edgewood 

C  Reed  Doverspike 

2 

First 

Henry  M,  Schmidt 

4 

It.  Petersburg 

Richard  M.  Sprague 

First 

James  S.  Jones 

2 

Melrose  Park 

Caxton  Doggett 

3 

Albright 

3 

Associate 

David  H,  Shaver 

1 

Merrell 

Paul  Ragsdale 

7 

Allendale 

Raymond  A.  Alley 

1 

Trinity 

(William  B.  Petherick)  (RS) 

Park  Temple 

M.  C.  Cleveland 

4 

Childs  Park 

Ben  F.  Spivey 

2 

Wesley 

Donald  F  Kokomoor 

1 

Associate 

Wayne  Speakman 

2 

Christ 

Paul  R.  Hortin 

26 

Fort  Ogden-Nocatee 

Otis  C.  Aleshire,  AM 

3 

St  Andrews's 

Richard  Rohrer 

1 

Associate 

John  S.  Gatewood 

7 

Golden  Gate-Marco 

P.  H.  Eichling,  Jr. 

4 

St.  John's 

E.  J  Shepherd,  Sr. 

4 

Associate 

Riley  P.  Short 

3 

Harbor  Heights 

(Warren  Host)  (PLP) 

8 

Wesley  Chapel 

(John  T.  Redmon)  (RS) 

6 

Clearview 

Harris  W.  DeWese,  Sr. 

2 

Immokalee 

Clarence  Weeks 

1 

Woodlands 

John  F.  Springer 

2 

Euclid 

(William  A.  Blanding)  (RS) 

1 

Labelle 

Grant  Siegfried 

2 

Hallandale 

Buell  W-  Dalton 

6 

First 

A,  A.  Hedberg 

5 

Lake  Placid 

Richard  E.  Haley 

1 

Hollywood 

Associate 

James  C.  Charnley 

3 

Lehigh  Acres 

Richard  D.  Bingham 

2 

Epworth 

H.  T.  Heitzenrater 

1 

Associate 

W.  S.  Symons 

1 

Miakka 

(B.  Elmo  Kelley)  (RS) 

2 

First 

T,  Howren  Norton 

3 

Grace 

Sidney  H.  White,  Jr, 

7 

Myakka  City 

(Lewis  Taylor)  (PLP) 

2 

Hollywood  Hills 

Amos  L.  Boren 

13 

Gulfport 

Ben  Rider 

1 

Naples 

Associate 

Richard  H.  Hargett 

1 

Lakewood 

John  M.  Fletcher 

1 

East 

James  H  Olivent 

3 

Indiantown 

(C,  H,  Klein)  (PLP) 

5 

Lealman 

Robert  Wenner 

2 

First 

Grant  Hinshaw 

5 

Jensen  Beach 

Neil  M  Gunsalus 

9 

McCabe 

C.  Donald  Steger  (S) 

2 

North 

Morris  E.  Hintzman 

2 

Juno  Beach 

Harold  C.  Vaughn 

1 

Northside 

R.  Warren  Wasson 

2 

North  Fort  Myers 

James  S.  Farr.  Jr 

I 

Jupiter-Tequesta 

Wilbur  D.  Parker 

5 

Pasadena 

Thomas  C.  Kelsey 

3 

North  Port  Charlotte 

James  W  Baugher 

1 

Lake  Harbor 

(Donald  F  Rock)  (PLP) 

3 

Associate 

John  Sanderson 

1 

Olga-Fort  Myers  Shores 

(W.  R.  Cusick)  (LP) 

4 

Lake  Worth 

Associate 

Paul  F.  Andrus 

I 

Oneco 

Lawrence  W.  George 

3 

Calvary 

Leslie  E.  Rabb 

1 

Riviera 

Earle  Rabb 

4 

Palmetto 

Clinton  E.  Logan,  Jr. 

4 

Lakeside 

W  T  Parsons.  Jr. 

3 

St.  James 

Donald  E.  Logue 

4 

Parrish 

Chesley  M.  Sappington 

1 

St.  Luke's 

Ray  C.  Stover 

4 

St.  Luke's 

Alva  H.  Brock 

2 

Pine  Island 

(Percy  Lomas)  (RS) 

4 

Lighthouse  Point 

Floyd  R.  Fisher 

1 

Associate 

Charles  C.  Hayes,  Jr, 

1 

Pine  Level 

(Gerald  Taylor)  (PLP) 

9 

Margate 

David  B.  McGaffic 

1 

St.  Mark's 

Addison  G.  Hardee 

3 

Port  Charlotte 

James  M,  Smith 

1 

Miramar 

William  B.  Caldwell 

4 

Trinity 

Donald  R.  Comer 

1 

Punta  Gorda 

Moore  Haven 

John  N.  Bennion 

3 

Wesley  Memorial 

Robert  R.  Barber 

4 

First 

John  T  Adams,  Jr 

3 

Dakland  Park 

Linwood  J.  Stevenson 

3 

eminole 

Friendship 

(Russell  Lenox)  (RS) 

5 

Pahokee 

Spivey  M  Brabham 

2 

Aldersgate 

(Cecil  J.  Broadstreet)  (LP) 

1 

Samoset 

(Robert  S.  Round)  (RS) 

1 

Palm  Beach  Gardens 

William  R  Dbaugh 

3 

Calvary 

Henry  K  Carl 

7 

Sarasota 

Plantation 

Ed  L  Dinkins 

2 

First 

Donald  M  Mackay 

1 

Calvary 

Robert  W,  Milby 

2 

Pompano  Beach 

Associate 

William  B.  Farley 

1 

First 

Jesse  E.  Waller 

2 

First 

H  E  Garrett 

2 

Oakhurst 

Richard  A.  Black 

5 

Associate 

William  D  Mullen 

1 

Parkway 

Elvis  L.  North 

1 

pring  Hill 

(Harold  E.  Burns)  (RS) 

2 

North 

R.  N.  Caviness,  Jr. 

4 

Riviera  Beach 

arpon  Springs 

R.  Jack  Taylor 

1 

St.  John 

Larry  E.  Evans 

5 

First 

Robert  E.  Brown 

6 

Trinity 

Robert  F,  Hays 

8 

Simpson  Memorial-Harris 

Vamo 

Dwight  E.  Webster 

3 

Chapel 

(Horace  W.  Lewis)  (PLP) 

1 

Sebring 

Stuart 

Allan  R,  Stuart 

8 

SARASOTA  DISTRICT 

First 

G.  Odell  Miley 

1 

West  Palm  Beach 

St.  John's 

(H.  Carston  Heinlein)  (RS) 

6 

First 

Clarence  M  Yates 

5 

Charles  P.  Hamilton,  District  Superintendent — 4 

Terra  Ceia 

(Raymond  Saunders)  (PLP) 

1 

Associate 

Kendall  M  Taylor 

1 

P.  0.  Box  38,  Sarasota  33578 

Tice 

0  C.  Driskell 

6 

Good  Shepherd 

Robert  F.  Blackburn 

4 

5arge 

Appointee 

Venice 

Grace 

Burton  B  Bosworth 

2 

Grace 

Kline  E.  Dickerson 

2 

Northwood 

Robert  D  Sommer 

1 

Jva 

T.  Earl  Pittard,  AM 

1 

Nokomis 

Holland  R.  Vaughan 

2 

Trinity 

Alexander  L  Pierce 

5 

ircadia 

Venus 

(Fred  E.  Sanders)  (RS) 

1 

Wagg 

David  T  Brewer 

2 

Pleasant  Hill 

(A.  J.  Anderson)  (RS) 

1 

Wauchula 

James  E.  Ulmer 

2 

Spanish  Ministry 

Trinity 

Walter  T.  Cross 

4 

Zolfo  Springs-Hardee 

Belle  Glade 

(Rebeca  Radillo)  (SS) 

1 

ivon  Park 

Duane  Zoller 

3 

County  Ministry 

Cesar  M  Benitez,  AM 

1 

West  Palm  Beach 

Moises  Virelles 

1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 


With  Annuity  Claim: 


A.  Upon  this  Conference 


(t|  as  employees  of  the  Conference: 

Arthur  R.  Crowell  (L) 

Raymond  K.  DeHainaut  (T) 

J.  P.  Floyd  (L) 

Austin  Hollady  (T1) 

J.  Lloyd  Knox  (M) 

Charles  A,  Penney  (L) 

Melton  Ware  (L) 

Warren  W.  Willis  (L) 


Associate  Program  Director 
Univ.  Chapel  Fellowship,  U.  of  S.  Fla. 
Associate  Program  Director 
Wesley  Foundation,  F.S.U. 
Coordinator,  Urban  Ministries,  Miami 
Associate  Program  Director 
Program  Director 
Associate  Program  Director 


(2)  as  employees  of  Institutions:  (Contingent  upon  the  payment  of  the  $850  required 
by  the  Conference  to  offset  the  annuity  responsibility) 


Ashton  A,  Almand  (D) 

C.  W.  A.  Bredemeier  (SP) 
Bascom  W.  Carlton  (D) 
Arthur  R.  Charlesworth  (0) 


Florida  Methodist  Children's  Home 
President,  Faith  Mission  Foundation 
Supt..  Methodist  Children's  Home 
Prof.,  Bethune-Cookman  College 


Charles  Courtoy  (J) 

Kenneth  C.  Crossman  (WPB) 
Roosevelt  Dell,  Jr.  (T) 
Thornton  Lewis  (M) 

Francis  L.  Luce  (L) 

Walter  Y  Murphy  (L) 

A.  Gene  Parks (J) 

T.  J.  Price,  Jr.  (L) 

Thomas  D.  Ryan,  Jr.  (J) 
Charles  T.  Thrift,  Jr.  (L) 


General  Board  of  Education 

Specialized  Urban  Ministries.  Ft  Lauderdale 

Tampa  United  Methodist  Center 

Biscayne  Methodist  Home 

Florida  Southern  College 

Florida  Southern  College 

Urban  Ministries  Developer,  Jacksonville 

Chaplain.  Florida  Southern  College 

Coordinator  of  Urban  Ministries.  Jacksonville 

President.  Florida  Southern  College 


B  Upon  a  General  Board,  Institution  or  Agency: 


E.  Clayton  Calhoun 
George  G.  Hunter.  Ill  (L) 
Theodore  W.  Jennings.  Jr.  (M) 
Don  Nichols  (J) 

Lindsey  P.  Pherigo  (L) 

Alex  Porteus  (WPB) 

Germinal  Rivas  (M) 

Theodore  H  Runyon,  Jr.  (0) 
Claude  H  Thompson  (G) 


General  Board  of  Education 
General  Board  of  Evangelism 
Faculty  Candler  School  of  Theology 
Faculty  Candler  School  of  Theology 
Prof.,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Staff,  Division  of  Interpretation 
Faculty,  Boston  School  of  Theology 
Prof.,  Candler  School  of  Theology 
Prof.,  Candler  School  of  Theology 


JULY,  1971 


II 


C.  Upon  Board  of  Missions  as 

Missionaries: 

Dennis  C.  Kinlaw  (J) 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Navy 

William  F.  Kopelke,  Jr.  (M) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Air  Force 

Cyrus  B  Dawsey,  Jr  (0) 

Missionary  to  Brazil 

James  H.  Lafon  (J) 

Faculty,  Texas  Wesleyan  College 

Harry  L.  Evans  (G) 

Missionary  to  Rhodesia 

Samuel  D  Lewis  (SP) 

Supernumerary  (1) 

Gerado  Martinez 

Alfalit,  Central  America 

Harry  M.  Middlebrooks  (T1) 

Florida  Methodist  Foundation 

C.  L.  Spottswood  (G) 

Missionary  to  the  Philippines 

E.  Ronal  Mudd  (J) 

Chaplain.  Methodist  Hospital.  Jacksonville 

John  Tindell  |WPB) 

Missionary  to  Alaska 

W.  B.  Mundy  (L) 

Andrew  College 

James  G.  Walther  (D| 

Missionary  to  San  Croix,  Virgin  Islands 

George  Norsworthy  (G) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Air  Force 

J.  Glenn  Power  (WPB) 

Chaplain,  U.S  Navy 

D.  Sabbatical  Leave: 

Laverne  Proctor  (0) 

Supernumerary  (1 ) 

William  L.  Rhods  (J) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Air  Force 

Laurence  Coles  |SP) 

James  E.  Ridgway  (WPB) 

Conference  Evangelist 

Dana  L.  Hamrick  (G) 

Albert  J.  Rowell  (SP) 

Chaplain.  U  S.  Air  Force 

John  Gebhard (J) 

Frank  B.  Seghers,  Jr.  (0) 

Conference  Evangelist 

Richard  D  Knight  (J) 

Meredith  R.  Standley  (T) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Army 

Clark  Reed  (WPB) 

Ira  Carroll  Starling.  Jr.  (0) 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Navy 

Franklin  P.  Smith  (M) 

Ronald  K.  Sumpter  (M) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Air  Force 

B  B.  Williams  |D) 

Branson  Thurston  (L) 

Florida  Southern  College 

Richard  K.  Titley  (J) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Navy 

thout  Annuity  Claim: 

William  P.  Trobaugh  (L) 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Army 

Donald  Walling  (T) 

Supernumerary  (3) 

A.  To  United  Methodist-related  agencies  and  the  Armed  Services 

Paul  H.  Wragg  (S) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Air  Force 

Curtis  A.  Bonner  (SP) 

Supernumerary  (3) 

B  Appointment  subject  to  Conference  vote  (P.  391.6) 

Herbert  L.  Bowdoin  (J) 

Conference  Evangelist 

Wilton  Carter  (WPB) 

Chaplain,  U  S  Air  Force 

Harold  W.  Albert  (L) 

Clemson  University 

Abe  Castor  (M) 

Supernumerary  (2) 

Sam  A.  Banks,  Jr.  (G) 

Professor,  University  of  Fla. 

Zack  Colson  (G) 

Chaplain,  U.  S.  Air  Force 

Don  W.  Crews  (G) 

Lock  Haven  State  College 

Larry  E,  Cook  (S) 

Supernumerary  (1) 

John  P.  Davenport  (G) 

Chaplain.  Florida  State  Prison.  Raiford 

Jerald  T.  Cooney  (S) 

Chaplain  U  S  Air  Force 

Miles  DePagter  (WPB) 

YMCA,  Ft.  Lauderdale 

Edwin  S.  Davie  (T) 

Chaplain.  U  S  Air  Force 

Robert  W.  Fisher  (S) 

Waterloo  Lutheran  University.  Waterloo,  Ontario 

Joel  W.  Embry  (0) 

Chaplain,  U  S.  Army 

C.  E.  Folsom  (G) 

Florida  School  for  Girls,  Ocala 

Alfred  W  Eustis  (G) 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Air  Force 

Paul  W.  Haines  (T) 

Missionary  QMS 

Ezra  Everett  (Me) 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Army 

James  R.  Hamilton  (SP) 

Kansas  State  Univ. 

Rogers  P.  Fair  (D) 

Bethune-Cookman  College 

Douglas  Holden  (WPB) 

Ft  Lauderdale  Univ. 

Gordon  E.  Garthe  (WPB) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Navy 

John  R.  Hunt  (0) 

Angie  Nall  School.  Beaumont.  Tex. 

Morris  C.  Gaskins  (T) 

Supernumerary  (1) 

Ned  T.  Kellar  (Me) 

Pastor-Counselor,  McClarty  Health  Center 

J.  Birney  Gross  (L) 

Dean,  Texas  Wesleyan 

K.  Henry  Koestline  (M) 

Miami-Dade  Junior  College 

Paul  Holloway  (J) 

Supernumerary  (4) 

Paul  B  Mojzes  (L) 

Faculty.  Rosemont  College 

Arthur  Holmes  (T) 

Asst.  Prof.  Bible,  West  Virginia  Wesleyan 

Bryce  Nichols  (0) 

Goodwill  Industries,  Orlando 

Morris  J.  Holtzclaw  (G) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Air  Force 

Andrew  T.  Parker  (J) 

Jacksonville  Community  Service 

Leroy  T.  Howe  (L)) 

Prof.,  Perkins  School  of  Theology 

A  E.  Purviance  (L) 

Specialized  Children’s  Ministry 

Richard  Howe  (WPB) 

Supernumerary  (1) 

James  A.  Riddle  (SP) 

Chaplain.  Pinellas  County  Jail 

C  T.  Howes,  Jr.  (M) 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Air  Force 

J.  Paul  Sampley  (Me) 

Faculty.  Indiana  Univ. 

Don  J  Hughes  (13) 

Goodwill,  Orlando 

Robert  P.  Sofge  (T1 ) 

Chaplain.  Florida  State  Hospital 

Frederick  0  Hunt.  Jr.  (M) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Army 

James  T.  Tompkins  (G) 

Supervising  Chaplain.  Fla.  Division  of  Correction 

G.  Stephen  Ingram  (J) 

Chaplain,  U.S.  Air  Force 

James  J.  Williams  (WPB) 

Prof.,  Elmhurst  College 

James  T.  Jackson  (J) 

Chaplain.  U.S.  Army 

W.  Ellis  Williamson  (J) 

Fla.  Jr.  College.  Jacksonville 

STUDENT  APPOINTMENTS  ^Indicates  no  annuity  credit 


DELAND  DISTRICT 

"Happy  James  Lawrence 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Robert  Dell 

Oliver  Gordon 

Kenneth  M  Roughton 

JACKSONVILLE  DISTRICT 

Barren  K.  Brown 
Richard  C.  Pedigo 
Leslie  H  Scott 

LAKELAND  DISTRICT 

Robert  Atchley 
Wallace  B.  Draper 
"Stuart  I.  McRae 
Jerome  H.  Morgan 
Charles  F.  Powell  III 
Irvin  H.  Price 

W  Waite  Willis,  Jr. 

Lesley  Earle  Thompson 

MELBOURNE  DISTRICT 

Harold  B  Busey 
"Robert  G.  McBride 

MIAMI  DISTRICT 

Ronald  E.  Daniels 

Allen  W.  Farabee 


University  of  Tennessee 


Gammon  Theological 
Seminary 

Gammon  Theological 
Seminary 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary 


Asbury  Theological  Seminary 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 


Methodist  Seminary,  Ohio 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
University  of  Florida 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 


Candler  School  of  Theology 
University  of  Florida 


Vanderbilt  School  of 
Theology 

Yale  Divinity  School 


ORLANDO  DISTRICT 

Charles  W.  Alley 
Daniel  L.  Casselberry 

Thomas  E.  Harper 
J.  C.  Martinson 

Kenneth  H.  Miller 

George  W.  Moeller 
Robert  E.  Titus 
Mark  H.  Whittaker 

ST  PETERSBURG  DISTRICT 

William  J  Boyer 
"Lebron  Free 

James  A.  Harnish 

William  S.  McLoud 

Richard  Neal 
C.  Don  Steger 

SARASOTA  DISTRICT 

"Frank  Landers 
Ted  L  Sauter 


TALLAHASSEE  DISTRICT 

"Norman  E.  Booth 
"Jack  Dale  Durbin 
David  M.  Fuller 
Homer  H.  Norman 

Joseph  Daniel  Smith.  Jr. 


Candler  School  of  Theology 
Asbury  Theological 
Seminary 

University  of  Chicago 
Vanderbilt  School  of 
Theology 

Asbury  Theological 
Seminary 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 


Candler  School  of  Theology 
Stetson  University  Law 
School 

Asbury  Theological 
Seminary 

Vanderbilt  School  of 
Theology 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
University  of  South  Florida 


University  of  Dklahoma 
United  Theological 
Seminary 


Florida  State  University 
Florida  State  University 
Candlor  School  of  Theology 
Asbury  Theological 
Seminary 

Yale  Divinity  School 


TAMPA  DISTRICT 
Claude  C.  Cox 
Roger  C.  Dean 
Montfort  C.  Duncan.  Jr. 

V.  Wayne  Leaver 

Joseph  LoCicero 
Lloyd  C.  McClelland 
"Ronald  L.  Russell 
Burton  Schoepf 

WEST  PALM  BEACH  DISTRICT 
Willard  T.  Baughn 

Robert  T.  Bridges 

Robert  C.  Brown 
Robert  E.  Clark 
George  R.  Korn 

DEACONESS  APPOINTMENTS 
Maureen  D.  Carr 

Irene  L.  Heatherington 
Jonell  Robinson 
Jane  C  Stentz 

Betty  Jo  Vaughan 
Meredith  S.  Wilson 

HOME  MISSIONARIES 
Genevia  S.  Greenlee 
Maria  Lehnus 

Getty  Ann  Martin 

Jean  F.  Mitchell 

Rev  &  Mrs.  Hector  Navas 

Mrs.  Lillian  Toskas 


Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Wesley  Theological 
Seminary 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Duke  Divinity  School 
Penn  State  University 
Asbury  Theological 
Seminary 

Asbury  Theological 
Seminary 

Asbury  Theological 
Seminary 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Candler  School  of  Theology 


United  Methodist  Hospital. 

Jacksonville 
Leave  of  absence 
First  U.  M.  C.,  Coral 
Florida  Atlantic  Univ.. 

Boca  Raton 
Sabbatical  Leave 
Leave  of  absence 


Ybor  City  Mission,  Tampa 
Tampa  United  Methodist 
Centers 

Ybor  City  Mission.  Tampa 
Ybor  City  Mission,  Tampa 
Tampa  United  Methodist 
Centers 

Ybor  City  Mission,  Tampa 
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Council  Staff  Assignments 
Announced  For  1971-72  Year 

Dr.  Melton  Ware,  newly-appointed  Program  Council 
director  for  the  Florida  Annual  Conference,  has 
announced  staff  assignments  and  portfolios  for  the 
Conference  year  1971-72.  Dr.  Ware,  in  addition  to  his 
Program  Council  director’s  duties,  will  continue  to  carry 
the  portfolios  for  the  Board  of  Missions,  Church 
Extension,  Board  of  Evangelism  and  the  Committee  on 
Minimum  Salary. 

Approved  by  the  Program  Council  at  its  post¬ 
conference  meeting  held  in  Lakeland,  staff  assignments 
are  as  follows: 

Henry  W.  Blackburn,  Pensions  and  Preacher’s 
Relief;  Mrs.  Doris  J.  Buhrman,  editor  of  conference 
publications.  Committees  on  Interpretation, 
Communications,  and  Publishing  Interests,  and  the 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service;  Arthur  R. 
Crowell,  Board  of  Education,  Leadership  Development, 
Board  of  the  Ministry,  and  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns;  O.  B.  Fanning,  United  Methodist  Information 
and  Public  Relations,  and  the  Board  of  the  Laity;  J.  P. 
Eloyd,  coordinator  of  Youth  Ministries,  Commission  on 
Worship,  and  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission; 
Clifford  M.  Fritz,  Credit  Union;  Mrs.  Hilda  Faster, 
council  staff  librarian,  audio-visual  resources,  and 
program  supplies;  Miss  Eulalie  Ginn,  Higher  Education- 
Campus  Ministry,  Ecumenical  Affairs,  and  Christian 
Enlistment;  Robert  C.  Holmes,  Elorida  Methodist 
Eoundation;  .1.  Lloyd  Knox,  coordinator  of  Spanish 
Ministry,  Urban  Work;  Charles  A.  Penney,  conference 
coordinato;’  of  Adult  and  Children’s  Work,  Family  Life 
Ministry,  Christian  Stewardship,  and  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodist  Musicians;  Jack  C.  Phillips,  Schools 
and  Colleges;  Warren  Willis,  Camps  and  Conferences. 
Board  of  Health  and  Welfare,  and  Committee  on  Lay 
Workers. 


An  album  by  the  43-voice  Bethune-Cookman  College 
Concert  Chorale  was  to  be  released  during  the  first  week 
in  August,  according  to  conductor  Thomas  D.  Demps. 

The  stereo  album  features  selections  frorn  the 
chorale’s  repertoire  for  its  recently  completed  tour  of 
Israel,  and  will  be  available  only  through  the  college. 
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Bishop's  Message 

Dear  Friends: 

By  this  time  most  every¬ 
one  who  could  arrange  to 
be  away  on  vacation  this 
summer  has  returned. 

Schools  are  beginning 
and  many  of  us  are  seri¬ 
ously,  prayerfully,  and 
expectantly  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  months  a- 
head.  The  conference 
boards  are  earnestly 
striving  to  serve  the 
churches  in  every  district. 

The  conference  staff  stand  ready  as  servants  of  the  con¬ 
ference  to  assist  in  every  way  possible.  The  Conference 
Board  of  Evangelism  is  challenging  us  with  the 
responsibility  to  reach  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls 
with  the  call  to  Christian  discipleship  in  its  richest  and 
most  meaningful  dimensions.  The  Board  of  Education 
stands  ready  to  assist  in  the  better  training  of  teachers  for 
the  church  schools  and  plans  are  moving  ahead  for  the 
outreach  of  the  Sunday  school  for  greater  and  more 
sustained  attendance.  The  large  gifts  campaign  for  the 
two  United  Methodist  colleges  in  Florida  is  getting 
underway.  There  is  life  and  activity  wherever  you  look. 
Let  us  remember  we  cannot  accomplish  the  things  that 
need  to  be  accomplished  in  the  name  of  Christ  without 
the  undergirding  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  has  been 
verified  in  our  own  experience  and  in  the  experience  of 
the  church  across  the  years. 

Many  of  our  local  churches  are  committed  to  greater 
outreach  in  Christian  ministry  within  the  local 
communities.  There  isn’t  a  single  congregation  in  Elorida 
which  cannot  become  a  source  of  radiant  hope  and 
inspiration  and  uplift  for  many  who  are  waiting  for  some 
warm  word  of  assurance,  some  outstretched  hand  of 
comradeship,  some  ministry  of  service;  Let  us  not  think 
that  we  can  serve  God  completely  by  the  singing  of 
hymns  and  the  saying  of  prayers  and  the  preaching  of 
sermons.  We  must  become  ambassadors  and  servants  in 
the  name  of  the  Saviour. 

The  Laymen’s  Retreats  are  just  around  the  corner. 
They  tell  me  that  the  reservations  have  surpassed 
anything  in  previous  years!  And  the  programs  bid  fair  to 
be  a  source  of  inspiration  and  renewal  for  all  the  men 
attending. 

We  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who  strengthens 
us.  Now  is  the  time  to  plan  and  to  begin  the  greater 
ministry  to  which  all  of  us  are  called.  May  the  Lord  bless 
you  in  every  good  work. 

Cordially  yours. 
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Pope  Paul  VI  and  Bishop  James  W.  Henley 


Bishop  Henley  And  Tour  Group  Receive 
Special  Recognition  at  St.  Peter’s,  Rome 


Any  group  touring  the  continent  of 
Europe  and  including  Rome  in  their 
itinerary  will,  of  course,  make 
special  plans  for  a  tour  of  St.  Peter’s 
Basilica. 

Bishop  James  W.  Henley, 
Florida’s  presiding  bishop,  leading  a 
tour  group  of  persons  from  Florida, 
Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Canada, 
included  St.  Peter’s  as  a  matter  of 
course. 

What  he  did  not  take  into 
consideration  was  the  fact  that  the 

1971  Important 
Anniversary 

The  Rev.  Whitney  J.  Dough  (lower 
right),  pastor  of  the  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Coral  Gables, 
at  the  the  tomb  of  John  Wesley  in 
London,  reminds  us  that  1971  marks 
the  !80th  anniversary  of  Wesley’s 
death,  and  the  200th  anniversary  of 
his  sending  Francis  Asbury  to  the 
then  American  colonies. 

Appropriate  celebrations  of  the 
Francis  Asbury  Bi-centennial  are 
planned  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C., 
September  3-5. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dough,  who  spent 
three  weeks  in  England  on  a 
preaching  mission  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Evangelism, 
reports  that  “house  meetings  which 
have  sprung  up  among  Methodist 
laity  and  the  Church  of  England, 
with  twenty  to  forty  persons 
gathered  in  a  home  for  prayer 
services  and  Bible  studies,  is  the 
most  encouraging  sign  of  a  spiritual 
awakening  I  saw.” 


group  was  in  Rome  on  Wednesday 
when  Pope  Paul  VI  appears  in  St. 
Peter’s  to  greet  travelers  who  come 
from  almost  every  country  in  the 
world. 

And  so,  the  Florida  group  had  a 
very  special  bonus.  Arranged  by 
Tennessee  friends  through  the 
Vatican  and  the  American  Embassy, 
the  group  received  a  special 
invitation  to  sit  in  reserved  seats  — a 
real  bonus  indeed,  since  there  were 
'almost  10,000  people  present,  many 
of  whom  were  standing. 

Vatican  officials  came  and  called 
for  Bishop  Henley  who,  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy,  was  given  a  seat  of 
honor  in  the  inner  circle  where  he 
had  opportunity  to  speak  personally 
with  Pope  Paul. 

In  the  photograph  above,  taken 
by  the  Vatican  photographer. 
Bishop  Henley  and  the  Pope  give 
and  receive  a  warm  handclasp  and 
speak  briefly  of  hopes  and  aspira¬ 
tions  for  Christianity  throughout 
the  world. 


Vouth  [onfronts 


the  lUorld 

In  this  confusing  world  many 
forces  call  for  the  attention  of 
youth,  such  as 

—  money 

—  alcohol  and  drugs 

—  advancement 

—  war 

—  poverty 

—  religion 

Youth  has  an  answer. 

Read  the  meditations  in  the 
September-October  issue  of  The 
Upper  Room. 

Over  30  of  them  written  by  per¬ 
sons  under  30! 

The  Upper  Room's  special  ten- 
plan  helps  you  also  to  minister 
to  your  friends  and  neighbors. 
Purchase  ten  copies  of  one  issue 
for  $1.50  —  give  nine  copies  to 
neighbors  and  friends  — •  keep 
one  for  your  own  use. 

As  a  special  service,  indi¬ 
viduals  rpay  also  subscribe  for  a 
single  copy  —  three  years  for 
$3.00.  Order  today  from 

The  Upper  Room 

1908  Grand  Ave. 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 
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Two  Workshops  Set 
For  Children’s  Workers 

Two  identical  workshop  sessions  for  workers  with 
children  will  be  held  at  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
Camp  at  Leesburg.  Dates  for  the  workshops  are  Friday, 
September  17  through  Sunday  the  19th,  and  Monday 
noon,  September  20  through  Wednesday  noon, 
September  22.  The  identical  sessions  with  different  dates 
are  planned  to  make  it  easier  for  teachers  to  select  the 
most  suitable  time  for  them. 

Theme  for  the  workshop  is  “Communicating  with 
Children.”  The  Rev.  Thomas  Nankervis  of  Nashville  will 
be  the  major  resource  leader  for  this  series  of  three-day 
conferences. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  class  time  on  the  philosophy 
and  psychology  of  communication,  there  will  be 
experiences  in  communicating  and  displays  from 
industry  relating  to  the  use  of  new  teaching  equipment 
suitable  for  church  education. 

Teachers,  directors  of  education,  and  coordinators  of 
children’s  work  may  register  for  either  section  at  a  cost  of 
$15.  This  will  include  all  materials  provided. 

Registration  blanks  for  the  workshops  were  included 
in  the  July  Coordinated  Mailing  and  were  also  sent  to 
district  directors  of  children’s  work.  Additional  regis¬ 
tration  blanks  may  be  secured  by  writing  to;  Workshop 
for  Workers  with  Children,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland, 
Florida  33802. 

Don’t  delay  .  .  .  make  your  reservation  today! 

Final  Call  To 
Weekend  For  Singles 

This  is  the  last  call  for  registration  to  the  Singles’ 
Weekend  for  Young  Adults  to  be  held  Saturday, 
September  4,  through  Monday,  September  6,  at  the 
United  Methodist  Youth  Camp  at  Leesburg. 

If  you  are  out  of  high  school  and  under  thirty,  then 
you  are  eligible  for  an  unforgettable  experience.  This 
year’s  conference  will  include  such  activities  as:  a  field 
trip  to  an  area  of  community  need,  RAPS  (Religious 
Application  to  Practical  Situations),  a  coffee  house,  and 
plenty  of  time  for  just  visiting! 

Cost  for  the  forty-eight  hour  meeting  is  $16. BO¬ 
SS. 00  advance  registration  to  be  sent  in  prior  to  the 
conference. 

If  you  would  like  to  attend  and  do  not  have  an 
application  form  (previously  sent  out),  please  write  to: 
Singles’  Weekend,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Florida 
33802. 

The  Rev.  Don  Steger,  is  resource  leader. 

Women’s  Society  and  Guild 
To  Hold  Fall  Meeting 

The  Florida  Conference  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  will  hold  a  fall 
meeting  November  5,  6  in  Lakeland.  Sessions  will  be 
held  at  Branscomb  Auditorium,  Florida  Southern 
College,  with  housing  being  set  up  in  motels  throughout 
the  city. 

The  fall  meeting  is  another  ‘annual  meeting’  in  that  it 
paves  the  way  for  the  change-over  to  the  fiscal  year 
rather  than  the  conference  year. 


Correction 

The  Annual  Conference  voted  approval  of  a  special  gifts 
campaign  for  Florida  Southern  and  Bethune-Cookman 
Colleges  by  a  427-133  margin  instead  of  227- 1 33,  as  was 
reported  in  our  July  issue  due  to  a  typographical  error. 

The  campaign,  expected  to  have  a  goal  of  $2  to  $4 
million  when  it  gets  under  wa>  this  fall,  was 
recommended  by  the  Conference’s  special  “Committee 
of  Nine,”  which  was  named  a  year  ago  to  make  a 
feasibility  study. 

Campaign  gifts  to  the  two  Florida  United  Methodist 
colleges  will  be  used  primarily  for  faculty  salaries  and 
student  financial  aid. 


Weekend  For  Young  Married 
Planned  At  Leesburg  Camp 

A  new  type  program  is  about  to  begin  in  the  Florida 
Conference!  Planned  for  married  couples  between  the 
ages  of  18-30,  the  program  is  scheduled  for  September 
11-12  at  the  Leesburg  Camp.  Events  will  get  under  way 
with  luncheon  on  Saturday  and  close  at  3  p.m.,  Sunday. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  deal  with  issues 
and  problems  that  confront  most  young  couples  such  as: 
sex  and  family  planning,  recreation  and  leisure  time, 
money  management,  and  communication. 

Cost  of  the  conference  is  $  14.00  per  couple  with  $5.00 
registration  fee  to  be  sent  with  application. 

Leadership  for  the  conference  includes  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Dan  Gill,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Penney,  and 
Dr.  Harold  Brewer. 

Registration  is  limited  to  forty  couples  (Note:  Only 
couples  should  register).  If  registration  blanks  are 
needed,  please  write  to  Charles  A.  Penney,  P.  O.  Box  70, 
Lakeland,  Florida  33802. 

General  Conference 
Delegations  Mostly  ‘New’ 

When  the  1972  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
convenes  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  16,  1972,  almost  60 
percent  of  the  998  delegates  will  not  have  attended  the 
last  previous  session  of  the  church’s  top  world-wide,  law¬ 
making  body  — and  a  substantially  increased  number  of 
them  will  be  women. 

Based  on  unofficial  tabulation  by  United  Methodist 
Information  and  the  Christian  Advocate  of  voting  in  the 
first  47  of  79  conferences  in  the  U.  S.  to  report,  59 
percent  of  the  elected  delegates  did  not  attend  the  1968  or 
’70  sessions.  Of  the  total,  64  lay  delegates  are  new  and  54 
percent  of  the  clergy. 

At  the  date  of  this  report,  a  total  of  92  women  had 
been  elected  by  conferences  from  which  reports  had  been 
received,  compared  with  82  women  in  the  entire  previous 
sessions. 

Special  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  the  number  of 
ethnic  groups  represented  in  the  voting  and  how  large 
or  small  the  representations  will  be. 

Meeting  Time  Set  For  General,  SEJ  Delegates 

Florida  Conference  delegates  to  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictio'nal  Conference 
will  hold  their  organizational  meeting  at  1  p.m.,  Friday.j 
October  8,  at  the  church  youth  camp  in  Leesburg. 
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Crusade  Scholarships 
The  work 

of  military  and  civilian  chaplains 
Minority  group 

students,  through  scholarships 

Division  of  Interpretation,  1200  Davis  St. 
Evanston,  III.  60201 


World  Communion 
Set  For  October  3 

During  every  hour  of  October  3rd,  Christians  throughout  the  world  will  be 
partaking  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

We  are  especially  conscious  at  this  time  of  the  unity  we  all  share  in  Christ 
and  of  the  common  ministry  that  is  before  us  and  the  strength  that  comes  to  us 
through  the  presence  of  the  Lord  who  is  our  example  for  discipleship. 

The  1971  World  Communion  theme  is  “draw  near  with  faith.”  It  is  our 
opportunity  to  find  together  the  unity  and  strength  that  comes  from  fellowship 
and  celebration,  and  the  common  witness  which  we  are  enabled  to  extend  to  the 
world. 

One  of  the  ways  we  extend  our  concern  throughout  the  world  is  through  a 
World  Communion  offering.  Our  church  established  a  crusade  scholarship 
program  25  years  ago  and  to  date  more  than  860  Christian  young  adults  from 
the  U.S.  and  other  countries  have  had  opportunity  for  advanced  education. 

This  year  one-half  of  the  World  Communion  Day  offering  will  go  to 
support  the  crusade  scholars’  program,  one  quarter  will  provide  for  the  work  of 
the  Commission  on  Chaplains  and  related  ministries,  and  one  quarter  will 
supply  scholarships  for  students  from  U.S.  minority  groups. 

Minority  students  in  our  country  still  need  educational  opportunities  and 
new  doors  to  walk  through.  Twenty-five  percent  of  the  World  Communion 
offering  will  support  these  scholarships,  apart  from  the  crusade  scholarships. 

We  urge  the  local  church  to  secure  what  resources  are  needed.  They  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Division  of  Interpretation,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  111., 
60201. 

Additional  information  concerning  the  three  major  areas  of  our  giving  can 
be  obtained  from  Miss  Margaret  Swift,  Crusade  Scholarship  Office,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10027;  Dr.  Myron  F.  Wicke,  Division  of 
Higher  Education,  Board  of  Education,  P.  O.  Box  87  I ,  Nashville,  Jenn.  37202; 
and  the  Rev.  A.  Purnell  Bailey,  Commission  on  Chaplaincy  and  Related 
Ministries,  3900  Wisconsin  Ave.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  20016. 


Reconciliation  Fund  to  Receive  Strong  Support 


sixty-four  of  the  78  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
states  have  adopted  resolutions  in  strong  support  of  the 
Jnited  Methodist  Church’s  $20  million  Fund  for 
Reconciliation. 

Although  Thanksgiving  Sunday  has  been  set 
lationally  as  Reconciliation  Sunday,  in  Florida  the  date 
■et  for  this  special  emphasis  is  October  24. 

In  preparation  for  the  Reconciliation  Fund  emphasis, 
i  packet  of  resource  materials  relating  to  the  Fund  is 
teing  prepared  for  use  by  each  local  United  Methodist 
2hurch.  Although  Florida  has  chosen  an  earlier  date  for 
ts  emphasis,  the  materials  being  sent  will  be  in  the  mail 
)y  September  1  and  should  be  received  in  ample  time  for 
lastors  to  make  good  use  of  them. 

In  Florida,  the  projects  being  funded  by  this  special 
;mphasis  make  an  exciting  and  thrilling  story.  If  you 
vant  to  know  the  whole  story  just  talk  to  the  people  who 
ire  involved  — the  people  who  are  working  in  the 
ireas  — learn  what  is  being  done  and  what  needs  to  be 
lone! 

According  to  the  Committee  on  Quadrennial 
emphasis,  monies  in  the  Florida  Conference  Fund  for 
Reconciliation  are  being  used  in  the  Gainesville  District 
Rural  Ministry,  Jacksonville  Urban  Center  Project, 
fampa  Inner-City  Ministry,  UMC  Voluntary  Service, 
't.'  Lauderdale  Specialized  Urban  Ministry,  and  the 
fallahassee  Urban  Ministry. 

The  committee  was  overwhelmed  with  requests  for 
unds  to  serve  human  needs  in  many  areas  of  the  state, 
fhese  needs  cannot  be  met  unless  United  Methodists 


respond  generously  to  the  appeal  for  funds  on 
Reconciliation  Sunday. 

The  Quadrennial  Emphasis  Committee  included  in 
their  recommendations  to  Annual  Conference  that  the 
study  of  “The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus”  be  made  in 
each  local  church  and  that  each  church  evaluate  and 
research  areas  of  human  need  in  its  own  community  and 
seek  to  involve  the  church  in  a  ministry  of  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

Sunday  School  Attendance 
Committee  Already  At  Work 

The  Florida  Conference  Board  of  Education  has  begun 
making  plans  to  implement  the  action  of  the  1971 
conference  in  establishing  a  special  committee  to  work 
toward  an  increase  in  Sunday  School  attendance. 

Representatives  from  each  district,  appointed  by  the 
district  superintendents,  plus  other  members  of  the  board 
have  met  and  set  up  the  organization,  defined  goals,  and 
started  work  on  ways  in  which  the  goals  may  be  reached. 

Chairman  of  the  committee  is  the  Rev.  Ray 
Harrison,  pastor  of  the  Brandoii  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
Serving  as  secretary  of  the  committee  is  Mrs.  John 
Sanderson  of  Pasadena  Church,  St.  Petersburg. 

Chairman  Harrison  has  announced  the  next  meeting 
of  the  conference  committee  for  September  16. 
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What’s  Going  On  —  With  Florida  Youth  .  .  . 


New  President  Elected  For 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

Doug  Bolin,  a  two-year  member  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  and  a  member  of  Christ 
Church,  St.  Petersburg,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Council  at  a  meeting  held  recently  at  the  United 
Methodist  Youth  Camp  at  Leesburg. 

The  newly  structured  Council  includes  two  youth 
from  each  of  the  twelve  districts  in  the  Florida 
Conference,  plus  the  youth  coordinator  on  each  district 
council.  The  new  structure  gives  more  representation  in 
the  Council  and  will  enable  the  Conference  Program 
Council  to  work  more  closely  with  youth  structures 
within  each  district. 

One  of  the  emphases  of  the  conference  youth 
program  this  year  is  toward  more  district  and  locally 
planned  activities  and  programs  so  that  more  youth  may 
be  reached  in  meaningful  and  significant  ways. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Doug  Bolin  the  Council 
formied  itself  into  study-action  committees  which  will  be 
meeting  throughout  the  year.  The  committees  represent 
the  work  of  the  six  priority  issues  put  forth  by  the 
General  Church  as  well  as  the  priority  issues  presented 
and  approved  by  the  Florida  Annual  Conference.  These 
include  poverty  and  racism,  peace  and  world  order, 
continuing  education,  ecumenical  and  evangelistic 
emphases  including  lifestyle  and  values  and  ecology. 

The  Ccuncil  also  made  youth  assignments  to  selected 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  annual  conference. 

Any  local  church  desiring  additional  information 
about  the  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  and/or  help 
regarding  their  own  local  church  needs  is  requested  to 
contact  Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  P.  O.  Box  70, 
Lakeland,  Florida  33802. 


News  Tape  Series  To  Focus 
On  1972  General  Conference 

Plans  for  a  national  cassette  news  tape  series  focusing  on 
the  issues  and  actions  of  the  1972  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta  have  been  announced  by 
the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council  of 
Texas. 

A  series  of  10  cassette  tapes  will  be  available  to 
subscribers  beginning  in  November  and  continuing 
monthly  through  the  General  Conference. 

The  first  six  tapes  (Nov. -April)  will  focus  on  the 
major  issues  that  are  expected  to  be  considered  by  the 
United  Methodist  policy-making  body.  The  remaining 
four  tapes  will  report  the  actions  of  the  Conference 
throughout  its  April  16-30  meeting. 

All  tapes  will  be  delivered  by  first  class  mail  with  the 
exception  of  those  General  Conference  delegates  who 
request  the  last  four  tapes  delivered  to  them  at  the 
Atlanta  Conference. 

The  Florida  Annual  Conference  will  be  mailing  out 
regular  reports  of  the  actions  of  the  conference  in  the 
same  sort  of  coverage  as  was  given  dufing  the  1970 
General  Conference  meeting. 

Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe  to  the  cassette  tape  series 
may  write  for  further  information  to  Mrs.  Doris  J.  Buhr- 
man,  P.O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Florida  33802. 


Trio  From  Florida  To  Serve 
In  UMCYM  Nashville  Office 

Three  Florida  youth  who  have  been  active  members  ol 
the  Florida  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  art 
to  serve  as  staff  members  of  the  Youth  Service  Fund  ir 
the  Nashville,  Tennessee  office.  They  will  work  for  ont 
year  as  volunteers  receiving  only  subsistence  salaries. 

Dick  Cash,  Tallahassee,  Gary  Thomas,  Fort  Pierce 
and  Larry  Jacobs,  Satellite  Beach,  are  continuing  theii 
youth  ministry  in  a  very  vital  way  through  promotion  anc 
guidance  of  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

In  a  recent  article  in  the  New  Youth  Service  Func 
Newspaper,  SHARE,  Cash  was  reported  as  saying, “1 
applied  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund  position  because  1 
wanted  to  be  able  to  activize  my  rhetoric.  I  see  the  func 
as  a  mobilization  force  for  youth.  It  enables  younj 
persons  to  turn  words  into  actions  on  priority  issues  ol 
our  times.” 

Gary  Thomas  in  affirming  Cash’s  views  said,  “The 
work  is  interesting  as  well  as  exciting  because  of  the 
people  you  work  with  and  meet  around  the  country.  It’j 
fantastic! 

“It  makes  our  ministry  come  alive.  1  am  happy  to  be 
working  in  this  way.” 

Important  Dates  for  Focal 
Church  Youth  Ministry 

October  29-31  Youth  Ministry  Workshop,  Lake  Yale 
This  workshop  will  be  for  selected  teams  from  eacf 
district  composed  of  youth  and  adults.  Purpose:  To  gain 
experience  in  administrative  setting  (Youth  Council). 

November  12-14  Legislative  Affairs  Weekend,  Leesburg 
The  Legislative  Affairs  issues  weekend  will  deal  with 
some  of  the  priority  issues  of  the  general  church  and  the 
Florida  Conference  such  as;  Racism,  ecology,  war  and 
peace,  ecumenical  and  evangelistic  efforts,  population 
and  poverty. 

January  28-February  5  UN-Washington  Seminar  toi 
Youth 

This  event  is  a  seminar  on  peace  and  world  order  to 
help  youth  understand  the  place -of  the  UN  and  our 
government  in  seeking  world  order  and  peace  among 
peoples. 

February  18-20  The  Bible  in  Contemporary  Life-, 
Weekend  at  Leesburg  [ 

We  will  explore  some  of  the  contemporary  scenes  o- 
the  biblical  witness  and  the  application  to  current  times. 

April  14-16  Youth  Recreational  Workshop,  Leesburg  i 
This  workshop  will  explore  an  understanding  of  oui 
environment  and  will  emphasize  nature  and  an  approach! 
to  appreciation  and  cooperation  with  its  values.  I 

May  5-13  Christianity  and  the  Arts  Seminar,  New  Yorl 
City 

This  event  will  relate  the  expression  of  Christian  faitl 
through  several  art  mediums  such  as  the  theater  and  tht 
plastic  arts  and  will  explore  the  ministry  of  inner-cit; 
churches  with  unique  type  ministries. 
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Laymen’s  Retreats 

[t’s  Great,  Says  Meadows, 

But  We  Also  Have  Regrets! 

rhe  old  saying,  “Nothing  succeeds  like  success,”  is 
proving  pleasantly  embarrassing  to  the  Florida  United 
Vlethodist  Church’s  Board  of  the  Laity. 

The  board’s  annual  series  of  four  October  weekend 
•etreats  for  laymen  at  the  church’s  youth  camp  in 
Leesburg  is  already  booked  to  maximum  capacity  with 
L200  reservations. 

“We  are  gratified  at  the  early  response,  but  regret 
hat  we  cannot  accommodate  all  who  applied,”  said 
tVilliam  A.  Meadows,  Jr.,  Miami,  president  of  the  board 
ind  Florida  Conference  lay  leader. 

Meadows  said  he  was  particularly  concerned  about 
he  churches  who  have  never  been  represented  at  the  lay 
■etreats. 

“We  have  suggested  that  some  churches  with  large 
Jelegations  reduce  their  number  in  order  to  make  room 
for  more  first-timers,”  he  said. 

“We  will  try  to  squeeze  in  one  or  two  first-timers 
from  each  church,”  Meadows  added,  “if  they  will  write 
me  at  P.  O.  Box  5  16,  Kendall,  Florida  33 1 56.” 

The  Leesburg  retreats  for  Methodist  Men  started  23 
years  ago  with  a  single  weekend  meeting,  and  expanded 
gradually  to  four  successive  weekends.  The  youth  camp 
accommodates  500  persons  in  its  rustic  cabins,  and 
nearby  motels  are  also  utilized. 

Win  do  they  come  —  farmers,  bankers,  state  legis¬ 
lators,  judges,  lawyers,  physicians,  mechanics, 
merchants,  school  teachers? 


James  Russell,  Miami  Herald  business  editor,  put  it 
this  way: 

“In  more  than  two  decades  of  reporting  every  type  of 
news  event  from  murders  and  hurricanes  to  football 
games  and  racial  turmoil,  I  have  .seen  some  memorable 
sights  .  .  .  but  at  the  Leesburg  retreat  1  found  a  sort  of 
restoration  of  faith  in  man’s  inherent  goodness  in  the 
spectacle  of  hundreds  of  men  linked  together 
philosophically  and  spiritually  by  nothing  more  binding 
than  a  2,000-year-old  idea. 

“We  were  up  before  dawn  each  day  for  communion 
services  or  prayer  sessions.  Through  the  day  and  night 
there  were  speakers  of  all  types,  each  with  a  message  or 
an  experience  that  seemed  refreshingly  different,  yet 
comfortingly  the  same  in  that  the  theme  was  constant. 

“In  the  tranquil  setting  of  a  lakeside  camp  that 
seemed  a  million  miles  away  from  the  trouble  spots  of  the 
nation  and  the  world,  the  sound  of  550  men  singing  the 
popular  hymn,  ‘How  Great  Thou  Art,’  is  an  inspiring 
experience. 

“But  perhaps  even  more  inspiring  are  the  words  of 
men  of  the  kind  you  meet  every  day,  giving  ‘witness’  to 
their  Christian  conversion.” 


A  limited  issue  of  bronze  medallions  have  been  minted  by 
a  New  York  firm  for  the  Francis  Asbury  Bicentennial 
observance  September  3-5,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  The 
occasion  marks  the  anniversary  of  his  arrival  in  America. 


‘We  Felt  Called  To  Go  And  Serve’ — Curtis  Says 


Dne  of  the  highlights  of  the  1971  annual  conference  was 
he  presentation  to  the  conference  of  M r.  and  Mrs.  James 
Lurtis  of  the  Norland  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Miami. 

The  story  of  the  Curtis  family  is  an  exciting  one  as 
hey  have  answered  the  call  to  serve  in  the  mission  field  in 
he  small  town  of  Kakamega  in  Kenya,  Africa. 

It  all  began  at  the  Miami  District  conference  last  year 
xhen  Dr.  Harry  Haines,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Overseas  Relief,  spoke  of  the  need  for 
additional  personnel  to  meet  the  various  needs  which  are 
occurring  about  our  earth. 

Mr.  Curtis,  owner  of  a  small  engineering  firm,  and 
Mrs.  Curtis,  secretary,  were  in  attendance  at  that  district 
inference.  Mr.  Curtis  was  serving  as  an  usher  and  Mrs. 
Lurtis  — you  guessed  it  -  was  serving  in  the  kitchen. 

When  Dr.  Haines  listed  as  one  of  the  pressing  needs  a 
verson  with  engineering  skills,  Mr.  Curtis,  a  leading 
nember  of  the  Norland  church,  heard  and  said,  “I  felt  as 
f  he  were  asking  me  in  particular  to  go  and  serve.” 

That  evening  at  home  the  Curtises  discussed  it  and 
igreed  that  they  would  apply.  Mr.  Curtis  holds  a  fully 
ated  commercial  pilot  rating,  is  a  good  engineer  and  a 
lound  business  man. 

They  applied  and  were  accepted  to  a  program  named 
‘Partnership  for  Productivity.”  Mr.  Curtis  will  serve  as 
lenior  advisor  and  consultant  for  local  businessmen, 
lelping  them  to  help  themselves.  Mrs.  Curtis  will  be 
eaching  business  arts  in  an  intermediate  college  nearby. 


Mr.  Curtis  is  already  on  the  job  and  his  wife  will  join 
him  shortly  in  Kakamega. 

Their  decision  to  take  this  step  provides  the  Norland 
Church  with  very  close  ties  to  the  town  of  Kakamega, 
Kenya;  serves  as  an  inspiration  to  others  who  also  feel 
called  to  serve  where  special  needs  exist;  and  extends  the 
witness  of  Christians  in  a  very  real  and  practical  way. 

The  Florida  Conference  and  the  Norland  Church,  in 
particular,  are  very  proud  of  the  Curtis  family! 
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‘Day  Of  Fellowship’  Held  At  Bethune-Cookman 


Bethune-Cookman  College,  Daytona  Beach,  was  the 
scene  of  “A  Day  of  Fellowship”  for  a  host  of  Florida 
United  Methodists  on  June  12,  who  met  at  the  invitation 
of  Bishop  James  W.  Flenley  and  Dr.  Richard  V.  Moore, 
president  of  the  college,  to  review  program  and  business 
highlights  transacted  at  the  1971  Annual  Conference 
sessions. 

J  he  program  featured  addresses  by  Bishop  Flenley 
and  President  Moore,  and  the  Rev.  Lewis  N.  Head, 
president  of  the  Cabinet,  and  helpful  information  relative 
t('  lay  activities,  the  WSCS,  World  Service,  the  Program 
Council  and  its  member  boards  and  agencies,  the 
upcoming  financial  campaign  in  behalf  of  Bethune- 
Cookman  and  Florida  Southern  colleges,  and  the  new 
minimum  salary  provisions  for  pastors. 

During  the  luncheon  break  the  visitors  toured  the 
Mary  McLeod  Bethune  Foundation  and  the  college's 
new  Carl  Swisher  Library. 

National  Memorial  For 
Mary  McLeod  Bethune 

Ground  was  broken  June  19  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  a 
memorial  to  Mary  McLeod  Bethune,  a  Methodist 
woman  who  “epitomized  the  black  man’s  quest  for 
dignity  and  justice.” 

The  statue,  reported  to  be  the  first  memorial  to  a 
black  American  on  public  land  in  the  nation's  capitol, 
will  be  the  focal  point  in  a  two-block  park,  featuring  a 
site  for  educational,  recreational  and  cultural  activities. 

Mrs.  Bethune,  born  in  1875  of  slave  parents,  was  the 
founder  of  United  Methodist-related  Bethune-Cookman 
College  at  Daytona  Beach  and  is  buried  there. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  last  April  authorized  a 
special  appeal  for  $100,000  for  the  memorial  project, 
from  members  of  the  Women’s  Society  and  Guild,  to 
honor  Mrs.  Bethune’s  “contribution  to  church  and 
society.” 

School  of  Christian  Mission 
Committee  Makes  Fine  Report 

Fine  reports  have  come  in  concerning  the  1971 
Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission  held  in 
Lakeland  in  July. 

Statistically,  the  committee  reports  a  total  of  867 
persons  registered  -382  for  the  weekend  school,  361  for 
the  week  school  and  124  registered  for  visitors  day. 

Financially,  the  offering  for  the  week  and  the 
weekend  totalled  $839.78.  In  accordance  with  School 
polic)^,  no  offerings  of  any  kind  were  taken  during  the 
sessions  except  the  one  authorized  by  the  School 
Committee.  This  offering  was  taken  in  order  to  provide 
bicycles  or  motor  bikes  for  pastors  in  Africa,  many  of 
whom  have  no  means  of  transportation. 

The  program  included  a  Bible  study  by  Dr.  Charles 
M.  Laymon  in  which  all  registrants  participated;  classes 
in  the  two  studies.  The  New  Generation  in  Africa,  and 
Man  and  Machines.  Also  offered  were  leadership 
training  courses  for  a  variety  of  local  church  activities. 

The  School  closed  with  a  worship  service  led  by  the 
Rev.  J.  P.  Floyd  and  Dr.  Melton  Ware,  both  of  Lakeland 
and  both  staff  members  of  the  Florida  Conference 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Melton  Ware,  Conference  Progran 
Director,  and  Mrs.  Ware,  left,  chat  with  two  new  Distric 
Superintendents  —  the  Rev.  Walter  B.  Rutland,  DeLand 
and  the  Rev.  John  B.  F.  Williams  of  Melbourne  “at  the 
Day  of  Fellowship." 


Program  Council.  Dr.  Ware  serves  as  Program  Directo 
for  the  Council. 

Dates  set  for  the  1972  Conference  School  of  Christiai 
Mission  are  July  21-28.  Deans  will  be  P.  B.  Revels  an( 
Mrs.  George  Carlton,  both  of  Palatka. 

Florida  Southern  College 
Gets  New  Associate  Director 

Jack  C.  Phillips,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  been  namei 
associate  director  of  institutional  development  at  Florid 
Southern  College,  it  was  announced  by  Dr.  Charles  T 
Thrift,  Jr.,  president. 

He  said  Phillips  succeeds  Dr.  Gene  W.  Wetherell 
who  retired  June  1 . 

In  his  new  post  Phillips  will  work  with  Mead  F 
Rogers,  assistant  to  the  president  for  development,  in  tht 
area  of  general  fund-raising  programs,  and  have  specia 
responsibilities  for  church  and  community  relations. 

Phillips  comes  to  Lakeland  from  Birmingham-South 
ern  College,  where  since  1968  he  was  director  of  churcl 
relations. 

A  native  of  Scottsboro,  Ala.,  where  he  was  an  all 
slate  high  school  football  player  in  1953,  he  is  a  forme 
U.  S.  Marine,  a  graduate  of  Birmingham-Southern  am 
the  Vanderbilt  University  School  of  Theology,  and  ai 
ordained  minister  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’: 
North  Alabama  Conference. 
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Private  Schools  and  Use  of  United  Methodist  Property 


'he  Position  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  on  the  Use 
if  United  Methodist  Property  and  Private  Schools  (A 
Resolution  adopted  by  the  1970  General  Conference) 

Use  of  church  property  for  segregated  private  schools 
ir  other  activities  designed  to  circumvent  integration  of 
lublic  schools  is  directly  in  violation  of  the  clearly 
xpressed  policy  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
ubject  of  race.  The  constitution  of  the  Church  states: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  part  of  the  Church 
Jniversal  which  is  one  Body  in  Christ.  Therefore,  all 
lersons  without  regard  to  race,  color,  national  origin,  or 
conomic  condition,  shall  be  eligible  to  attend  its  worship 
ervices,  to  participate  in  its  programs,  and  when  they 
ake  the  appropriate  vows,  to  be  admitted  to  its 
nembership  in  any  local  church  in  the  connection.  In  the 
Jnited  Methodist  Church  no  conference  or  other 
irganizational  unit  of  the  Church  shall  be  structured  so 
s  to  e.xclude  any  member  or  any  constituent  body  of  the 
.'hurch  because  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  or 
conomic  condition.  (Article  IV) 

We,  therefore,  urge  the  Bishops  and  District 
iuperintendents  to  communicate  with  the  pastor.  Board 
if  Trustees  and  Administrative  Boards  of  any  local 
hurch  in  which  private,  segregated  school  activities  are 
onducted  that  such  is  in  contradiction  and  violation  of 
Jnited  Methodist  Church  policy  and  law. 

We  urge  the  Bishops  to  make  it  clear  that  they  will 
ull\  and  unequivocally  support  pa.^tors  in  their  efforts  to 
lersuade  their  congregation  to  follow  such  policy  and 
hose  pastors  and  District  Superintendents,  who,  where 
ecessarv,  exercise  their  authority  under  paragraph  1536 
if  the  Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
irevent  the  use  of  church  property  for  such  school 
ctivities. 

We  commend  the  many  Methodist,  clergy  and  lay, 
ho  have  expressed  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  and  United 
Jethodist  policy  in  the  private  segregated  school 
ituation.  We  also  commend  the  other  Protestant, 
toman  Catholic,  and  other  religious  leaders  who  have 
pposed  or  nrevented  use  of  Church  facilities  for 
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Open  Letter  From 
Bishop  James  W.  Henley 

September  20,  1 97 1 

To  The  Pastoral  Ministers  of  the  Florida  Conference, 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

Dear  Brethren: 

I  am  attaching  hereto  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
1970  General  Conference  which  I  think  should  be 
seriously  considered  by  every  congregation  giving 
consideration  to  the  establishment  of  a  parochial  school 
under  its  own  auspicies  or  in  its  properties. 

First,  please  call  to  the  attention  of  all  of  your 
officials  that  no  such  school  can  be  established  which  in 
any  sense  is  designed  to  circumvent  integration  or  which 
is  in  violation  of  the  clearly  expressed  policy  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  on  the  subject  of  race. 

I  think  the  resolution  is  self-explanatory.  Any  church 
contemplating  the  establishment  of  a  private  school  must 
within  its  own  conscience  and  within  its  practice  clearly 
design  its  policies  and  its  program  to  the  end  that  the 
school  will  be  as  fully  integrated  as  the  public  schools  of 
its  city  or  community.  It  must  not  only  be  willing  to 
accept  students,  it  must  purposefully  and  effectively 
maintain  an  enrollment  which  will  demonstrate  its 
intentions.  Any  private  school  under  the  sponsorship  or 
in  the  properties  of  a  United  Methodist  Church  should 
also  seek  to  have  an  integrated  faculty.  It  should  and 
must  maintain  an  academic  program  equivalent  to  or 
superior  to  the  available  public  schools. 

Let  it  also  be  observed  that  the  minister  of  the  church 
is  “pastor  in  charge”  and  that  he  is  the  authorized  leader 
of  the  congregation  either  in  the  establishment  of  or  the 
prevention  of  the  establishment  of  such  schools. 

When  there  is  question  as  to  the  legitimacy  of  a 
private  school  which  has  been  established  under  the 
sponsorship  or  within  the  properties  of  a  local 
congregation  the  minister  will  first  be  required  to  justify 
.he  situation  before  the  Conference  Committee  on 
Investigation.  Any  further  procedures  would  follow  the 
Disciplinary  course  under  which  both  ministers  and 
congregations  are  related  to  the  connectional  church. 

I  know  the  people  of  Methodism  in  Florida  and  I 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Dear  Friends; 

Changes  are  taking  plaee 
faster  than  any  of  us  ean 
begin  to  realize.  The  as¬ 
pects  and  lineaments  of 
the  future  are  beginning  to 
become  evident.  There  is 
no  question  about  it.  the 
world  that  is  about  to  be 
born  will  be  very  dissimi¬ 
lar  to  that  of  a  generation 
ago,  indeed,  to  this  very 
generation  in  which  we 
live. 

Science  and  technolo- 
g\  have  introduced  us  to  new  ways  of  life.  We  cannot 
turn  back.  The  frightening  increase  of  population  will 
greatly  modify  the  structure  of  cities  and  of  all  public  in¬ 
stitutions.  It  is  a  new  ball  game! 

To  meet  this  new  day  we  must  have  a  renewed  church. 
The  ministry  of  the  church  and  the  membership  of  the 
church  must  be  revitalized  with  a  new  commitment  to  the 
Lord  of  the  church.  He  holds  the  key  to  the  future. 
Unless  tomorrow  is  molded  by  the  philosophy  of,  the 
faith  of,  the  concerns  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  people  of 
this  earth  will  be  in  for  indescribable  sorrow.  But  if  the 
love  of  Christ  and  the  love  of  all  men  and  the  selflessness 
of  true  Christian  diseipleship  undergird  human  society 
and  inter-social  relations,  we  can  look  for  a  world  of 
incredible  beauty,  free  from  war,  free  from  want,  free 
from  much  misery  we  now  take  for  granted. 

Some  years  ago  we  had  a  special  four-year  emphasis 
in  The  Methodist  Church  programmed  under  the 
masthead  of  “Christ  is  the  Answer.”  My  friends,  that  is 
true.  He  has  been  the  answer.  He  is  the  answer.  He  will 
ever  be  the  answer  and  the  only  answer.  We  may 
fumble  about  in  a  thousand  efforts  to  solve  our  problems, 
but  when  they  are  at  long  last  resolved  we  will  discover 
that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  and  the  spirit 
and  purpose  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

The  church  itself  must  be  willing  to  change.  It  must 
not  be  dedicated  to  change  for  change's  sake.  But  the 
church  must  be  flexible  in  a  mobile  society.  It  must  seek 
the  answers,  knowing  that  the  old  answers  are  often 
inadequate  and  irrelevant.  The  minister  and  his  people 
must  go  to  their  knees  again  and  then  go  out  into  the 
world  to  declare  the  Good  News. 

The  institutional  church  is  here  to  stay.  But  the 
institution  itself  will  change  and  its  ministers  will  change. 
That  isn't  had.  Indeed,  it  is  good.  We  will  not  have  a 
different  Lord.  We  will  seek  to  serve  Him  in  ways  that 
are  adequate  for  our  time. 

Many  of  us  who  are  older  can  easily  understand  that 
the  church  in  our  own  lifetime  has  been  completely 
reconstructed.  The  Sunday  school  of  this  day  is  not  like 
the  Sunday  school  of  1920  or  30  or  40.  We  are  already  in 
a  different  world  from  theirs.  We  have  a  different  church 
to  serve  a  different  world. 

These  adjustments  are  difficult.  We  like  to  do  things 
as  we  have  always  done  them.  It's  easier  that  way.  We 
are  familiar  with  the  past.  We  are  accustomed  to  the 
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present.  We  stand  in  awe  of  the  future.  But  let  us  thank 
God  that  he  has  called  us  for  such  a  day  as  this.  It  is  ar 
exciting  moment  in  history.  There  are  some  of  us  whe 
feel  that  perhaps  the  Lord  is  moving  in  wondrous  ways  tc 
bring  about  the  full  declaration  of  His  will  and  purpos( 
and  to  challenge  once  more  the  hearts  of  all  mer 
everywhere  to  enter  His  Kingdom,  to  seek  to  fulfill  Hi; 
purpose,  and  to  be  accepted  into  the  family  of  God. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you  and  cause  His 
face  to  shine  upon  you. 

Cordially  yours. 


Melbourne  District 
Superintendent  Dies 

The  Rev.  John  B.  F.  Williams,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Melbourne  District,  died  suddenly  at  his  home 
Wednesday,  September  8, 
of  a  heart  attack. 

Appointed  to  the 
district  at  the  recent  June 
session  of  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Williams  was  66 
years  of  age.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Essie 
Mae. 

A  member  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Central  Jurisdiction, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams 
served  as  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  the  Alabama 
Conference  for  six  years 
and  in  the  Florida  Con¬ 
ference  for  six  years. 

In  addition  he  served 
pastorates  in  Jacksonville, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Tampa. 

Other  survivors  include  one  son,  J.  B.  F.,  Jr.,  and  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Willimina  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Naomi 
Cameron. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Melbourne  and  at  the  Emmanuel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Palatka,  with  Bishop  James, 
W.  Henley,  Elorida'  presiding  bishop,  in  charge. 
Assisting  were  district  superintendents,  Ralph  B.  Huston, 
Gaylon  L.  Howe,  Robert  C.  Boggs,  Lewis  N.  Head, 
William  W.  Roughton,  and  Waller  B.  Rutland.  Also 
assisting  were,  Brice  C.  Harris,  Don  Steger,  Gordon  N. 
Craig,  Ernest  W.  Newman,  and  Rogers  P.  Fair. 
Interment  was  in  Palatka. 

Henley  On  Schools 

( Continued  from  page  1 ) 

have  confidence  in  them.  1  know  the  ministers  and  1  have 
faith  that  they  will  seek  to  fulfill  both  the  spirit  and  the 
letter  of  the  law  of  the  church.  The  issuance  of  this  paper: 
is  to  interpret  for  any  who  may  not  understand  the 
position  of  the  church  as  articulated  by  the  Genera' 
Conference,  the  chief  legislative  body  of  Unitec 
Methodism.  In  this  case  1  serve  only  as  its  administrator.  , 


Mr.  Williams 
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Interim  Superintendent 
Named  to  Melbourne 

Jnited  Methodist  Bishop  James  W.  tlenley  has  named 
he  Rev.  Joe  A.  Tolle,  retired  Tampa  minister,  as 
emporary  superintendent  of  the  four-eounty  Melbourne 
)istrict. 

He  succeeds  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  John  B.  F.  Williams, 
/ho  died  September  8,  and  was  the  first  Negro  to  serve 
s  a  district  superintendent  since  the  church’s  formerly 
eparate  black  and  white  Florida  conferences  merged  in 
969. 

Dr.  Williams'  untimely  death  is  a  great  loss  to  me 
ersonally,  as  well  as  to  the  Melbourne  District  and  the 
ntire  church,”  Bishop  Henley  said. 

"We  are  grateful  to  Dr.  Tolle  for  being  willing  to 
iterrupt  his  retirement  to  serve  in  the  interim,”  he 
dded.  "His  long  experience  as  a  pastor  and 
uperintendent  will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  district 
hurches,  and  also  give  me  more  time  to  properly 
onsider  a  regular  appointment  to  the  Melbourne 
uperintendeney.” 

The  Melbourne  District  comprises  33  churches  in 
Irevard,  Indian  River,  St.  Lucie  and  Okeechobee 
ounties. 

Dr.  Tolle  has  lived  in  Tampa  since  his  retirement  in 
une  after  serving  the  last  four  years  in  Sebring  as  pastor 
f  the  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  member  of  the  Florida  Conference  since  1928,  he 
reviously  served  two  terms  as  a  superintendent,  the 
allahassee  District  from  1950  to  1956  and  the  DeLand 
)istrict,  1961-67,  and  pastorates  in  Pahokee,  Key  West, 
ort  Pierce,  Sanford,  Bradenton  and  Miami. 


97 1  Conference  Journals  For  Sale 

'he  1971  Conference  Journals  are  now  available  for  sale 
nd  may  be  secured  from  the  Rev.  Mauriece  Felton, 
iessoms  at  Fifth,  Lake  Wales,  Fla.  33853  or  Mrs.  Hilda 
■uster,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802.  Cost  of  the 
ournals  is  $2.75  for  mail  orders,  $2.00  if  picked  up 
lersonally. 
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The  Martinez  family,  from  left,  Rebecca,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martinez,  Gerardo,  Jr.  and  Carlos. 


Florida  ‘Missionary’  Takes  On 
New  Job  In  New  Country 

The  Rev.  Gerardo  Martinez,  who  for  the  past  six  years 
has  worked  among  the  Mexican-American  migrant 
workers  in  Florida  United  Methodism’s  Hardee  County 
Spanish  Mission,  left  Florida  on  August  27  for  his  new 
assignment  in  Managua,  Nicaragua. 

In  his  new  post,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martinez  will  work  with 
native  leaders  in  the  literacy  program  known  as  Alfalil. 

Alfalit,  a  well-known  ecumenical  literacy  program 
supported  by  many  denominations,  was  developed  by 
Drs.  Justo  and  Luisa  Gonzalez  just  before  they  were 
forced  out  of  Cuba. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Martinez  was  accompanied  to  his  new 
work  by  his  wife  and  three  of  their  children,  Carlos, 
Gerardo,  Jr.,  and  Rebecca.  Their  oldest  son  will  remain 
in  Florida,  attending  junior  college  in  Avon  Park. 

Florida  United  Methodism  will  greatly  miss  the 
Martinez  family  which  has  been  an  inspiration  to  all  and 
especially  those  connected  directly  with  his  work.  At  this 
time  his  support  is  being  underwritten  for  this  assignment 
by  a  number  of  Spanish-speaking  and  English-speaking 
congregations  in  Florida. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Martinez  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Methodist  Agricultural  School  in  Cuba,  and  he  also 
attended  Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  new  address  for  the  Martinez  family  is: 
Aparlado  4364,  Managua,  Nicaragua. 

Alternate  Communion  Service 
Receives  Fine  Reception 

Joy  over  the  enthusiastic  reception  ot  its  alternate  order 
for  holy  communion  and  keen  interest  in  the  creation  and 
use  of  its  other  resources  for  contemporary  worship 
marked  the  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  s 
Commission  on  Worship  held  recently  in  Denver,  Colo. 

Used  at  the  World  Methodist  Conference  and  at  the 
consultation  on  worship,  the  alternate  order  was 
developed  by  a  special  committee  chaired  by  Prof.  H. 
Grady  Hardin  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas. 

After  further  revision  and  use  at  the  1972  General 
Conference,  the  alternate  order  wi"  be  made  available  to 
the  church  at  large. 

One  veteran  observer  who  participated  in  the  service 
as  a  worshipper  reported  that  he  had  never  been  so  deeply 
moved  at  a  communion  service  in  more  than  50  years  of 
church  attendance. 
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,V/rv.  I'Vayne  Harrington 

Board  of  Missions  VP 
To  Meet  With  WSCS 

Mrs.  Wayne  W.  Harrington,  president  of  the  W'omen’s 
Division,  and  a  vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  will  be  present  at  the  fall 
meeting  of  the  Florida  Conference  W'omen’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  Florida  Southern  College, 
Lakeland,  November  5  and  6.  Sessions  will  be  held  at 
Branscomb  Auditorium  with  housing  for  delegates 
arranged  in  motels  throughout  the  city. 

The  program  committee  is  hard  at  work  making 
plans  for  the  meeting  and  information  regarding  details 
of  registration,  housing,  costs  and  other  matters  have 
already  reached  local  societies. 

Mrs.  Harrington,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  is  the  highest 
officer  m  the  two  national  United  Methodist  women’s 
organizati  ms,  the  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  There  are  more  than  1 .7 
million  members  of  the  Society  and  Guild  in  the  50  states 
and  Puerto  Rico,  and  there  are  about  36,500  local  units. 

Mrs.  Harrington  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  since  1964.  She  has  been  a  district  Guild 
secretary,  officer  in  district,  conference  and  jurisdiction. 
In  addition  to  her  duties  on  the  Board  of  Missions,  she  is 
at  present  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Clark  College,  Scarritt 
College,  Harwood  School,  Epworth  Village,  and  United 
Methodist  Community  Centers. 

In  October  1968  the  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  sent  representatives  to  the  Far  East  for  a 
consultation  with  church  leaders.  Mrs.  Harrington  was  a 
member  of  this  group  visiting  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan, 
■fapan  and  Korea. 

U.  N.-Washington  Seminar 

A  Traveling  Seminar 
Planned  For  Adults 

An  exciting  opportunity  is  in  store  for  the  adults  who 
participate  in  the  U.  N. -Washington  Seminar  sponsored 
b>  the  eonferenee  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns, 
this  traveling  seminar  is  open  to  adults  who  are 
interested  in  learning  more  about  the  United  Nations, 
our  federal  government,  and  some  of  the  critical  issues  of 
the  day. 

In  additiiin  tours  ot  the  U.  N.  and  Washinston 
lacilitie  .  members  ol  the  seminar  will  be  briefed  by 
experts  in  the  Inllowing  areas:  .American  relations  with 
Red  China,  the  eoni inuing  crisis  in  the  Middle  East,  and 
\trica  the  emerging  continent.  Added  to  the  study 


ttme,  there  will  be  opportunities  to  attend  Broadway 
theatre,  tours,  special  worship  experiences,  and  a  time  for 
fellowship. 

The  seminar  will  remain  in  New  York  for  four  days 
at  the  United  Nations.  Erom  there  it  will  move  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  for  an  additional  four  days  where 
conferences  have  been  scheduled  with  Florida  senators 
and  congressmen. 

The  seminar  will  begin  on  Saturday,  November  13, 
and  continue  through  Saturday,  November  20. 

Advance  materials  will  be  sent  to  participants  for 
their  study  prior  to  its  opening  in  New  Y ork.  Cost  for  the 
seminar  is  $180  for  hotel,  insurance,  travel  from  New 
York  to  Washington,  two  meals,  theatre  tickets, 
transportation  in  New  York  and  Washington  and  certain 
study  materials.  Each  participant  will  provide  his  own 
travel  to  New  York  and  return  from  Washington  in 
addition  to  other  meals.  Deadline  for  registration  will  be 
November  1 . 

Eor  additional  information,  write  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
A.  Penney,  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Ela.  33802. 

Scholarships  Awarded  To  486 

United  Methodist  Scholarships  are  being  granted  to  486 
undergraduate  students  for  the  197  1-72  academic  year  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Education,  it  was 
announced  recently. 

According  to  the  Rev.  E.  Craig  Brandenburg, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education,  the  annual  grants  reward  scholarship, 
acknowledge  leadership  potential,  and  provide  financial 
assistance  to  students  who  otherwise  might  not  be  able  to 
attend  a  church-related  school.  Scholarships  are  limited 
to  United  Methodist  students  attending  one  of  111 
colleges  and  universities  related  to  the  denomination. 

Eour  Elorida  Southern  College  students  have  been 
awarded  $500  scholarships  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Board  of  Education  for  superior  academic 
work  and  campus  leadership.  They  are  William  Yeager, 
a  sophomore  from  Hallandale;  Debbie  Collins,  a  junior 
from  St.  Augustine;  Jill  Galloway,  a  senior  from  Bran¬ 
don;  and  Steve  Weinrich,  a  sophomore  from  Pompano 
Beach. 

More  than  10,000  scholarships  have  been  granted 
since  the  program,  which  is  funded  by  the  annual  church¬ 
wide  Student  Day  offering,  started  in  1945. 


Florida  Southern  College  students  receiving  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Scholarships  are  (from  left)  William  Yeager,  Hallan 
dale.  Debbie  Collins.  St.  Augustine.  Jill  Galloway,  Bran¬ 
don.  and  Steve  Weinrich,  Pompano  Beach. 

Meeting  Announced 

The  Rev.  William  S.  Echols,  Lake  City,  chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Methodist  Information  and  Public 
Relations  of  the  Elorida  Annual  Conference,  has 
announced  a  meeting  of  the  commission  to  be  held  on 
October  5  at  2  p.m.  at  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
Camp,  Leesburg. 
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Training  Sessions  Held 
For  New  Life  Missions 

rhe  Board  of  Evangelism  of  the  Florida  Annual 
ronference  has  just  completed  a  New  Life  Mission 
raining  session  for  more  than  46  ministers  of  the 
onference.  Sessions  v/ere  held  in  the  United  Methodist 
iuilding  in  Lakeland. 

Ministers  attending  were  strategically  selected  from 
)ver  the  conference,  covering  a  wide  range  of  age  and 
ears  of  active  service  m  the  ministry. 

Leading  the  training  session  as  resource  persons  were 
oe  Hale,  director  of  cooperative  projects  for  the  General 
ioard  of  Evangelism,  and  George  “Chuck”  Hunter,  HI, 
minister  of  the  Florida  Conference  appointed  to  the 
jeneral  Board  of  Evangelism,  working  in  the  department 
it  New  Life  Ministries.  The  New  Life  Mission  program 
vas  initiated  by  the  Rev.  O.  Dean  Martin,  present  pastor 
if  the  Riverside  Church,  Miami,  when  he  was  serving  on 
he  General  Board  of  Evangelism.  These  three  men  are 
ecognized  by  many  as  the  most  competent  and 
xperienced  men  in  the  New  Life  Movement. 

Planning  and  coordinating  the  training  session  were 
he  Rev.  Charles  E.  Kinder,  Pinellas  Park,  and  the  Rev. 
V.  L.  Joyner,  Largo. 

The  New  Life  Mission  is  a  special  emphasis  program 
lesigned  to  deepen  and  strengthen  the  spiritual  life  of 
irofessing  Christians,  enlist  new  Christians,  and  to 
notivate  and  mobilize  these  committed  persons  as  they 
nove  out  to  become  involved  in  all  problem  areas  of 
oday’s  society.  Plans  are  to  expand  the  program  on  a 
arge  scale  in  all  annual  conferences. 

The  Florida  Conference  training  session  was  the  8th 
onference  to  hold  such  a  session,  with  16  additional 
onferences  scheduling  training  sessions  before  June, 
972. 

According  to  Joe  Hale,  the  New^  Life  Mission 
irogram  consists  of  three  phases:  (1)  Preparation-with 
leople  creating  momentum  and  expecting  something  to 
appen,  and  study  based  upon  the  asking  of  two 
uestions.  What  is  the  Gospel?  To  what  mission  is  God 
ailing  us?  (2)  Proclamation  missioners  preaching, 
caching,  sharing  and  counseling,  always  asking  the  same 
wo  questions;  and  (3)  Penetration  where  the  church 
tands  by  people  who  have  made  commitments  helping 
hem  mobilize  for  action. 

To  date  United  Methodism  has  400  “missioners” 
/ith  the  number  expected  to  reach  700  soon.  With  each 
ne  leading  one  or  two  New  Life  Missions,  the  yearly 
otal  of  such  missions  should  reach  1,000. 

The  Florida  Conference  now  has  about  40  men 
rained  to  assist  churches  in  conducting  and  leading  New 
dfe  Missions.  Any  church  wishing  to  have  more 
riformation  should  contact  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Kinder, 
025  49  St.  N.,  Pinellas  Park,  Fla.  33565. 


Training  session  for  New  Life  “ M issioners 


‘A  Future  For  Every  Child’ 
Is  UNICEF  Goal 


Magazines,  newspapers,  radio  and  television  today 
continually  deal  with  subjects  of  controversy.  There  is 
one  subject  about  which  everyone  seems  to  agree  .  .  . 
children  and  our  responsibility  toward  these  small 
citizens  of  the  world. 

In  its  25th  anniversary  year,  UNICEF,  the  United 
Nations  Children’s  Fund  continues  to  try  to  bring  health 
and  hope  to  the  millions  of  children  in  developing 
countries.  A  great  deal  has  been  done,  but  much  more  is 
needed  to  reach  UNICEF’s  goal  a  future  for  every 
child.” 

From  emergency  food  and  medical  care  following 
World  War  H,  UNICEF  has  expanded  its  program  to 
include  long  range  planning  for  the  millions  of  children 
who  would  otherwise  live  short  and  disease-ridden  lives 
for  lack  of  modern  medical  care  and  mass  disease  control 
techniques. 

With  governments  providing  the  staff  and  assuming 
other  responsibilities,  the  Children’s  Fund  can  provide 
necessary  supplies  at  a  very  low  cost.  And  so  began  the 
matching  principle  which  has  become  a  basic  ingredient 
in  programs  of  UNICEF  aid. 

Today,  UNICEF  is  involved  in  a  build-up  of 
permaneat  maternal  and  child  health  centers,  training  of 
health  workers,  and  is  in  a  quest  for  the  answers  to  the 
world's  age-old  problem  malnutrition.  In  addition,  in 
1959,  UNICEF  became  an  active  participant  in  aid  to  the 
children  in  the  cities  as  well  as  the  villages  and  rural 
areas. 

Every  penny  of  the  $50  million-budget  is  raised 
through  voluntary  contributions  of  government  and 
private  individuals. 

Here  in  the  U.  S.  the  greatest  single  group  of 
UNICEF  supporters  are  the  children,  3.6  million 
children  who  take  time  on  Halloween  to  “Trick  or  Treat 
for  UNICEF”  and  the  thousands  of  adults  who  supervise 
and  organize  their  efforts. 

This  year  you  can  help  celebrate  UNICEF’s  25th 
anniversary  by  being  more  generous  than  ever  before. 

Children  or  groups  interested  in  Trick  or  Treat  for 
UNICEF  should  have  the  approval  of  parents  or 
advisors.  Only  youngsters  carrying  UNICEF  distributed 
cartons  are  authorized  to  collect  for  the  organization. 
For  full  particulars  and  equipment,  contact  your  local 
UNICEF  office,  or  write  to:  U.  S.  Committee  for 
UNICEF,  331  East  38th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10016. 
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Florida  Conference  Among 
Leaders  In  Advance  Giving 

The  Advance  OiTice  of  ihe  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  just  completed  a  study  of 
the  (ieneral  Advance  program  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1971. 

Accordiiig  to  the  report  the  Florida  Conference  is 
among  the  leaders  in  this  particular  part  of  the  general 
benevolence  program. 

Total  gifts  to  mission  through  the  Advance  for  the 
l  lorida  Conference  was  $224,468,  the  fourth  highest 
total  in  Ihe  nation  for  this  six-month  period.  Of  this  total 
$62,082  went  to  the  vital  projects  of  the  National 
Division  making  the  conference  the  third  highest 
supporter  of  this  vital  agency,  it  was  fifth  in  its  support  of 
the  World  Division  program  with  $  1  19,832  being  given. 

UMCOR  received  exceptional  support  from  the 
conference,  $42,553  in  all,  making  the  conference  the 
second  highest  giver  to  this  important  relief  agency.  The 
per  capita  giving  to  the  total  Advance  was  7 1  .Itj:  for  these 
first  six  months,  much  higher  than  the  49.60  national 
average.  This  per  capita  figure  is  tenth  highest  in  the 
nation  and  third  in  the  jurisdiction. 


The  booklet  on  United  Methodist  Advance  Specials 
entitled  Facing  Up  may  be  secured  from  Service  Center, 
7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45237.  Order  free 
(except  for  postage  and  handling):  20  copies  25  cents,  50 
copies  45  cents,  100  copies  65  cents. 


Recipient  Of  Advance  Specials 
Writes  Letter  Of  Appreciation 

The  Rev.  Rafael  Boissen,  conference  superintendent  of 
the  Puerto  Rico  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  written  a  letter  to  all  Advance  givers  and 
supporters  of  the  work  in  Puerto  Rico  a  letter  of  thanks 
and  gratitude. 

In  the  letter  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boissen  says,  “I  am 
communicating  our  message  of  gratitude  in  the  name  of 
all  our  pastors,  churches  and  whole  Methodist  people  in 
this  island." 

The  island  is  small,  only  thirty-five  miles  wide  and  a 
hundred  miles  long.  Population  figures  show  nearly  three 
million  people.  Sixty  percent  are  both  actual  and  nominal 
Catholics,  with  the  other  40  percent  Protestants.  There 
are  12,000  Methodists,  distributed  in  58  pastoral  charges 
with  nearly  200  lull  pastors,  lay  pastors  and  other 
workers. 

"We  are  a  minority  within  a  minority,  but  a  very 
inlluential  and  respected  religious  body,”  wrote  Mr. 
Boissen.  "W'e  are  now  in  a  transitional  period,  growing 
toward  self-support  and  more  self-determination,  but  stiU 
in  need  of  feeling  the  moral  and  material  support  of  our 
brothers  of  the  mainland  brother  church.  In  the  name  of 
m_\  people,  my  church  and  my  island,  !  want  to  say 
thank:,  and  ask  for  your  prayers  and  Christian  love,”  he 
concluded. 

1  he  l  lorida  f  ouncil  of  Churches  will  hold  its  annual  a.s- 
sembly  October  26-28  at  Lake  Byrd  Lodge,  Avon  Park. 

The  theme  seic  ;cd  for  the  assembly  is  “What  does 
Ciod  Require  of  Us?" 

he  program  will  include  Quillian  Yancey,  Lakeland, 
who  will  speak  on  the  subject  “Criminal  Justice"  wor¬ 
ship.  seven  dialogue  groups  and  election  of  officers. 


World  Service  Is  .  .  . 

AVery  Personal  Thing! 

Too  long  United  Methodists  have  thought  of  World 
Service  as  something  impersonal  -  when  it  really 
intimately  touches  the  lives  of  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  people  in  every  part  of  the  world.  So  stated  the  Rev. 
Howard  Greenwalt,  Associate  General  Secretary  of  the 
Division  of  Interpretation  of  the  General  Program 
Council. 

World  Service  is  Ronn  Friend,  a  young  man  from 
West  Virginia.  Ronn  is  just  completing  his  first  year  of 
work  in  San  Felipe,  Mexico.  He  reports  that  his  year  has 
been  a  rough  experience  and  yet  full  of  meaning.  He  says 
the  year  has  been  full  of  “new  learnings  and  growth,  new 
feelings  and  sensitivities,  the  building  and  tearing  down 
of  walls,  the  creation  and  bridging  of  gaps,  acceptance  of 
uncertainties,  adjustment  to  a  new  life-style  and  a  new 
language.  Ronn  concludes,  “I  have  bridged  the  gap.  I 
belong!  San  Felipe  has  become  my  home." 

Ronn  is  working  as  part  of  a  mission  team  building  a 
social  center  for  children.  Your  World  Service  dollar 
helps  keep  him  there.  A  personal  thing! 

World  Service  is  Ted  and  Martha  McKnight  working 
among  migratory  black  workers  in  the  mines  of  South 
Africa.  South  Africa  — one  of  the  most  difficult  of  all 
mission  fields.  Many  missionaries  have  already  been 
expelled.  Ted  reports  that  his  church  staff  meetings  have 
been  interrupted  by  the  police!  He  ponders  the  parallels 
between  South  Africa  and  Nazi  Germany,  and  he  and 
Martha  work  quietly  with  other  missionaries  trying  to 
change  situations  without  violence.  A  personal  thing? 
Your  World  Service  dollar  helps  Ted  and  Martha  — and 
countless  others. 

World  Service  is  a  personal  thing  — to  Ruth  Ann 
Seaman  and  all  those  whose  lives  touch  hers  in  Southeast 
Asia.  At  a  recent  consultation  of  14  Asian  countries  one 
of  the  hottest  issues  discussed  was  “should  missionaries 
go  home?"  This  is  not  a  new  question  but  is  one 
continually  faced  by  United  Methodists.  One  way  of 
working  out  this  challenge  is  to  train  others  to  take  the 
place  of  American  missionaries  says  Ruth  Ann.  And  so 
the  training  goes  on.  A  personal  thing?  Your  World 
Service  dollar  helps. 

The  Ronns,  the  Teds  and  Marthas  and  the  Ruth  Anns 
can  be  found  around  the  world  helping  people,  serving 
people,  sharing  with  people  their  faith  and  belief  in  God 
and  in  Jesus  Christ.  A  personal  thing?  You  bet! 

Your  World  Service  dollar  helps. 

Sarasota  Honors  Hamiltons 

The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
Sarasota  District  honored  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Hamilton  with  a  reception  for  their  silver  wedding 
anniversary. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton  is  superintendent  of  the 
Sarasota  District. 

The  reception  was  held  at  the  First  United  Church  in 
Sarasota.  Mrs.  George  Clard,  district  WSCS  president, 
presented  the .  Hamiltons  with  a  silver  tea  service  as  a 
token  of  the  district’s  appreciation  for  their  work  in  the 
district. 

Many  guests  from  the  district  churches  were  present 
as  were  Bishop  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Henley,  Lakeland. 
Mrs.  Hansel  Warner  of  the  host  church  served  as  general! 
chairman  of  the  affair.  ^ 

The  Hamiltons  also  received  many  gifts  from! 
churches  in  the  district.  He  was  just  appointed  to  the 
district  for  his  fourth  year  of  service. 
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Ragnar  Horn  (right).  Oslo.  Norway,  newly-elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  is  escorted  on  a 
campus  tour  by  Dr.  Charles  T.  Thrift.  Jr.,  president  of 
Florida  Southern  College. 

Member  Of  World  Council 
Presidium  Visits  Lakeland 

A  distinguished  visitor  to  Florida  recently  was  Ragnar 
Horn  of  Oslo,  Norway,  one  of  the  eight  new  presidents  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Before  returning  to  Norway,  he  and  Mrs.  Horn 
stopped  in  Lakeland  a  few  days  to  visit  Dr.  Charles  T. 
Thrift,  Jr.,  president  of  Florida  Southern  College,  and 
Mrs.  Thrift.  Their  daughter,  Inger,  attended  Florida 
Southern  in  1966. 

An  attorney,  Mr.  Horn,  for  several  years  was  lay 
leader  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Norway,  and  has 
served  on  the  Council’s  executive  committee  since  1961 . 

He  and  the  seven  other  new  presidents  of  the  Council, 
which  comprise  the  newly  constituted  Presidium  instead 
of  a  single  president,  were  elected  at  the  Council- 
sponsored  international  Methodist  Conference  in  August 
at  Denver,  Colo. 

Among  other  olficers.  Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr., 
Princeton.  N.  J.,  was  named  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee  F.  Tuttle,  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.  C.,  was  re-elected  general  secretary,  a  full¬ 
time  executive  post. 

The  Denver  meeting  was  the  first  time  the 
international  conference  has  been  held  in  the  United 
States  since  1956  at  Lake  Junaluska.  Dates  and  place  of 
the  next  conference,  held  every  five  years,  will  be 
announced  later. 

Former  Floridian  Named 
To  New  Post  In  Boston 

Clare  M.  Cotton,  Jr.,  son  of  Mrs.  Allye  Cotton  of 
Lakeland  and  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Clare  M.  Cotton,  Sr.,  has 
been  named  Boston  University’s  new  vice-president  for 
development. 

His  appointment  was  announced  by  Dr.  John  Silber, 
new  president  of  United  Methodist-related  Boston 
University,  who  was  the  subject  of  a  feature  article  in  the 
June  4  issue  of  Life  magazine. 

Born  in  Clearwater  and  a  former  newspaperman. 
Cotton  worked  six  years  on  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
before  moving  to  London,  England,  in  I960  to  work  as  a 
free  lance  writer  in  the  field  of  business  and  economics. 
He  is  the  author  of  two  recent  books  about  the  chemical 
industry  in  Germany  and  France. 

His  late  father,  a  member  of  the  Florida  Conference 
for  41  years  as  pastor  and  district  superintendent,  was 
associate  director  of  the  Conference  Program  Council, 
Lakeland,  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1968. 


World  Council  Adopts 
New  Constitution 

Methodists  from  around  the  world,  representing  55 
member  bodies  met  recently  in  Denver,  Colorado,  for  the 
Twelfth  World  Methodist  Conference.  Among  the  more 
than  5,000  in  attendance  at  the  conference  were  a  number 
of  Floridians. 

By  an  overwhelming  vote,  the  World  Methodist 
Council  radically  revised  its  constitution  to  give  wider 
recognition  to  laymen,  lay  women  and  youth.  According 
to  the  council’s  rules,  a  three-fourths  vote  is  required  to 
amend  the  constitution.  The  vote  for  the  revised 
document  was  315  to  10.  The  amendments  to  the 
council’s  constitution  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
membership  to  its  executive  committee  from  50  to  103 
members,  and  guarantees  at  least  one  seat  to  each  of  the 
member  bodies. 

The  new  set-up  provides  for  a  presidium  of  not  more 
than  eight  presidents,  no  two  of  whom  shall  be  from  the 
same  member  church.  One  of  the  eight  elected  was 
United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  George  W.  Cornell,  Associate  Press  Religion 
Editor,  in  reporting  the  World  Council  meeting  called 
Methodists  “doers  of  Christianity.’’  Says  Cornell, 
“Methodists  stress  applying  Christian  ethics  in  concrete 
conditions  of  life  and  don’t  worry  much  about 
pinpointing  exact  theological  formulas.  As  their  18th 
century  founder,  John  Wesley,  put  it,  'Methodists  alone 
do  not  insist  on  your  holding  this  or  that  opinion,  but 
they  think  and  let  think’. 

“As  a  result,  the  church  has  never  fixed  in  a  detailed 
doctrine  its  requirements  for  membership  other  than 
belief  in  God  and  in  Jesus  Christ  as  God’s  son  and  every 
man’s  personal  savior. 

“On  the  other  hand,  Methodists  are  expected  to  live  up 
to  one  of  the  most  thorough-going  guides  to  personal 
responsibility,  an  890-page  Book  of  Discipline,  laying 
down  rules  of  Christian  conduct  in  the  world. 

“The  contrast  of  free  theological  interpretation  and 
extensive  prescriptions  for  action  has  made  for  a  high 
degree  of  practical  efficiency  in  getting  things  done. 

“Altogether  Methodism  includes  more  than  50 
million  adherents  and  65  church  bodies  in  87  countries. 
Methodism  grew  out  of  a  plain,  down  to  earth  drive  for 
more  vigorous,  personal  Christian  activity. 

“With  its  stress  on  social  application  of  the  Gospel, 
Methodists  customarily  have  been  at  the  forefront  of 
struggles  for  labor  justice,  women’s  rights,  racial 
equality,  the  abolition  of  war  and  similar  causes.’’ 

Operating  in  ten  workshops  on  many  varied  subjects, 
the  conference  as  a  whole  did  not  adopt  findings,  frame 
resolutions  or  issue  a  message,  but  received  the  workshop 
reports  and  referred  them  to  member  churches  for  study 
and  consideration.  Among  other  things,  workshops  at  the 
conference: 

Denounced  “all  forms  of  racism  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,’’  beginning  in  “our  own  churches  and 
institutions’’;  agreed  that  in  the  area  of  moral  authority, 
when  Christians  have  decided  “what  we  ought  to  do,  then 
we  might  be  confident  that  the  risen  Christ  will  help  us  to 
carry  out  our  right  decisions,  so  ihJt  they  become  not  a 
reluctant  duty  but  a  loving  response  to  love”;  suggested 
that  each  local  Methodist  Church  should  consider  giving 
at  least  2  percent  of  its  income  to  development;  and 
declared  that  “denominationalism  is  a  luxury  which 
Christianity  can  no  longer  afford”  .  .  .  This,  however,  is 
not  an  adequate  motive  for  seeking  union. 
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Text  of  General  Conference  Resolution  on  Schools 


f  Continued  from  page  /  j 

scgrcg;ilcd  schools  and  arc  standing  for  support  of 
qualiU  integrated  public  education. 

We  now  eall  upon  this  1970  session  oi  the  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
unequivocally  declare  by  adopting  the  follov/ing 
Resolution,  that  such  private  schools  in  United 
Metln)disi  Churches  are  clearly  in  violation  of  the  spirit 
and  law  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 

"Re  it  resolved  by  the  1970  .Session  of  The  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  that:  All 
private  schools  operating  on  the  property  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  that  are  not  open  and  available  to 
students  of  all  races  and  that  are  designed  either  to 
encourage  segregation  or  to  discourage  integration,  shall 
cease  and  desist  immediately.  That  such  schools  are  in 


violation  of  Article  IV  of  Division  I  of  the  Constitution. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  that  w/here  such  schools  ar( 
operating  without  the  consent  of  the  pastor  in  chargt 
that  said  schools  are  in  violation  of  paragraph  1536  of  th< 
Book  of  Discipline.  Further,  such  schools  are  contrary  t( 
paragraphs  107,  814(1),  1162.2,  1506  of  the  Book  o 
Discipline. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Episcopal  leadershif 
in  the  Areas  where  such  schools  have  been  establishec 
communicate  the  action  of  this  General  Conference  tc 
the  District  Superintendents,  Pastors,  Chairmen  of  loca 
Church  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Chairmen  of  tht 
Administrative  Boards. 

“Be  it  further  resolved  that  where  such  privatt 
segregated  schools  continue  that  appropriate  legal  actior 
be  initiated  imm.ediately.” 


Improvements  Continue  at  Florida  Methodist  Camps 


Work  on  improvements  at  United 
Methodism's  Camp  Florida  at 
Brandon,  continue  as  workmen 
install  a  new  chain  link  fence  which 
completely  encloses  the  camp 
property  (top  photo,  below).  The 
lence  assures  much  needed  privacy 
and  protection  lor  the  campers  and 
for  the  facilities. 

Shown  in  the  lower  left  photo  are 
workmen  completing  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  air  conditioning  system 
for  the  camp  chapel. 


.V 


The  upgrading  program  at 
Camp  Florida  has  brought  many 
fine  improvements,  but  there  are 
still  many  needs  in  this  excellent 
camp. 

New  Dock  Named  For 
Youth  Camp  Favorite 

,A  brand  new  dock  reaching  120  feet 
out  into  Lake  Griffin  was  completed 
at  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
Camp,  Leesburg,  late  in  July. 

At  a  brief  ceremony  attended  by 
the  youth  team,  camp  leaders  and 
kitchen  staff,  Warren  Willis,  direc¬ 
tor  ol  Camps  and  Conferences  for 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference, 
surprised  and  delighted  Mrs. 
Maggie  Brown  when  he  unveiled  the 
sign  naming  the  dock  after  her. 

Mrs.  Brown  has  served  the  camp 


Warren  Willis  and  Mrs.  Brown  un¬ 
veil  new  dock  sign. 


as  head  cook  for  the  past  ten  year‘ 
and  is,  of  course,  the  favorite  persor 
around. 

Since  Mrs.  Brown  spent  much  ol 
her  leisure  time  fishing  from  the  old 
dock  (torn  down  two  years  ago)  she 
is  especially  delighted  to  have  the 
new  dock  -  all  her  very  own! 


It's  catching  .  .  .  like  the  smile  of  a  child. 
This  spirit  of  Christmas  should  —  an( 
con  —  lost  oil  year  long. 

Shore  this  joy  now  and  throughou 
the  coming  year  with  o  gift  of  The  Uppe 
Room  doily  devotional  guide. 

With  regular  prayer,  Bible  reading 
and  meditations,  you  and  your  famii 
can  enjoy  The  Upper  Room  and  shar 
this  joyous  message  with  your  friend; 

Start  your  subscription  with  th 
November-December  issue.  Order  10  c 
more  copies  at  1  5  cents  each,  give  nin 
copies  as  gifts,  keep  one  for  your  ow 
use.  Individual  three-year  subscriptiot 
$3.00.  Order  from 

The  Upper  Room 

1908  Grand  Avenue  Nashville,  Tenn.  372C 
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‘Partners  in  Education’ 
Leaders  Chosen 


Spessard  L.  Holland 

Senator  from  Florida,  is  the  Flonorary  Chairman  and 
leader  of  a  group  of  sponsors  whose  position  and 
influence  give  dignity  and  strength  to  the  campaign. 

Mr.  Fletcher  G.  Rush,  Jr.,  of  Orlando,  past  president 
of  the  Florida  Bar  Association,  is  campaign  chairman. 
Mr.  Rush  will  be  the  chief  spokesman  for  the  campaign 
and  the  leader  of  all  volunteer  committeemen  and 
workers. 

Mr.  Earl  P.  Powers  of  Gainesville,  retired’certified 
public  accountant  and  officer  of  the  Guarantee  Savings 
and  Loan  Association  is  chairman  of  the  Campaign 
Steering  Committee.  This  committee  of  15  repre¬ 
sentatives  is  assigned  responsibility  by  the  Annual 
Conference  for  policy  and  program  decisions. 

Mr.  Rush  is  an  active  member  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Orlando,  a  trustee,  and  former 
chairman  of  its  Administrative  Board.  Fie  serves  with 
Mr.  Powers  on  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  State  of 
Florida. 

Though  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Florida  and 
receiving  bachelor  degrees  in  Arts,  Science  and  Law  and 
the  Doctor  of  Jurisprudence  all  with  honors  — Mr. 
Rush  is  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  small  independent 
church-related  college.  Regarding  it  he  has  said:  “The 
small  church-related  college  provides  unique  opportunity 
for  the  character  and  characteristics  of  the  committed 
teach  to  rub  off  onto  the  student  the  family  relation¬ 
ship  is  a  source  of  strength.  The  intimate  personal 
relationship  between  teacher  and  student  is  a  quality  and 
asset  that  are  as  distinctive  as  they  are  precious.” 

Senator  Holland  is  once  again  a  full  time  resident  of 
Bartow  and  an  active  member  of  the  Lirst  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  is  an  emeritis  trustee  and 
honorary  alumnus  of  Llorida  Southern  College. 

Mr.  Powers  served  on  the  Committee  of  Nine  which 


“Partners  in  Education”  is  the  name  chosen  for  the 
campaign  authorized  by  the  1971  Annual  Conference  to 
raise  capital  funds  for  Florida's  two  United  Methodist 
Church-related  colleges,  Florida  Southern  College  at 
Lakeland  and  Bethune-Cookman  College  in  Daytona 
Beach. 

Designed  to  increase  student  scholarship  aid, 
strengthen  faculty  support,  and  improve  the  physical 
facilities  at  both  colleges,  the  campaign  is  distinctive  in 
being  the  first  cooperative  fund-raising  campaign  of  a 
college  of  predominantly  black  students  (Bethune- 
Cookman)  and  of  predominantly  white  students  (Florida 
Southern). 

United  Methodists  and  many  non-Methodists  are 
working  and  giving  to  make  Partners  in  Education  a 
success. 

Three  distinguished  United  Methodist  laymen  have 
accepted  top  leadership  responsibility  for  the  Partners  in 
Education  campaign. 

The  Honorable  -Spessard  L.  Holland,  former  U.  S. 


Pletcher  G.  Rush.  Jr. 


Earl  P.  Powers 


:  vid  do  isin 
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Ex-Senator  Spessard  L.  Holland  Urges  Support  of 
Our  Two  Church  Colleges 

Editor’s  Note:  Below  is  a  statement  of former 
U .  S.  Senator  Spessard  L.  Holland  of  Bartow,  a 
life-long  Methodist,  who  has  agreed  to  serve  as 
honorary  chairman  of  the  statewide  fund  campaign 
in  behalf  of  our  two  Florida  colleges^ Florida 
Southern,  Lakeland,  and  Bethune-Cookman, 
Daytona  Beach. 

in  these  critical  days  when  higher  education  is 
assuming  a  place  of  ever-greater  importance  for 
every  talented  and  ambitious  young  person  and  for 
our  country,  the  private  colleges,  particularly  those 
with  church  connections,  are  having  greater 
difficulties  in  obtaining  the  increased  funds  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  if  they  are  to  maintain 
their  high  standards. 

The  wealthier  institutions  with  heavy  endow¬ 
ments,  and  the  tax-supported  colleges  and 
universities,  can  frequently  outbid  private  colleges, 
such  as  Florida  Southern  and  Bethune-Cookman, 
in  obtaining  highly  qualified  faculty  members  and 
in  offering  adequate  scholarship  aid  for  students  of 
small  means  but  of  great  intelligence  and  ambition. 

There  has  been  no  time  since  my  student  days 
when  the  financial  need  of  private  church-affliated 
colleges  has  been  so  great  as  it  is  right  now. 

Yours  faithfully. 


BETHUNE- 

COOKMAN 

COLLEGE 

PARTNEVi^^ 


conducted  the  feasibility  study  leading  up  to  the 
campaign.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  University  of  Florida  Foundation  and  through  that 
responsibility  is  well  informed  regarding  fund  raising  for 
colleges. 


Chile  Evangelistic  Mission 

Hector  Navas,  Tampa,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  one  of  a  multi-racial  group  of  23 
United  Methodists  who  are  involved  in  the  month-long 
evangelistic  mission  in  Chile.  The  group  will  also  visit 
mission  stations  in  Brazil,  Argentina,  Peru  and  Panama. 

The  multi-.,;,  il  composition  of  the  group  was  a 
specific  req...  M  .,1  .  hilc  Bishop  Raymond  A.  Valenzuela 
who  invited  the  team  to  “share  with  our  church  in 
proclaiming  the  good  neu  .  of  salvation  in  Christ  and  in 
calling  persons  to  become  his  -isciples." 


Service  To  Local  Church 
Available  From  College 

Four  Florida  Southern  College  student  organizations  are 
available  to  local  churches  for  family  night  programs, 
worship  services,  meetings  of  United  Methodist  Men  and 
youth  groups. 

These  organizations  are  the  concert  choir,  the  college 
band,  the  handbell  choir  and  the  Vagabond  Players. 

The  Vagabonds  will  again  offer  the  play,  “Christ  in 
the  Concrete  City,”  and  a  new  production,  “Hope,” 
based  on  dramatic  selections  from  the  Bible. 

The  college  also  offers  a  speaker's  bureau  consisting 
of  some  25  faculty  and  staff  members  who  are  willing  to 
speak  in  their  area  of  interest  and  expertise  upon  request. 

Churches  interested  in  booking  any  of  the  student 
groups  should  write  the  Rev.  Jack  Phillips,  Florida 
Southern  College,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 


FSC  Student  Enrollment  Up 

A  sharp  increase  of  better  than  15  percent  in  the,  number 
of  new  students  has  advanced  Florida  Southern  College’s 
fall  enrollment  to  1,388  students. 

“This  is  an  appreciable  gain  over  last  year  at  a  time 
when  many  private  colleges  are  reporting  decreases  in 
enrollment,”  Dr.  Charles  T.  Thrift,  Jr.,  president,  said, 
“and  we  are  especially  pleased  with  the  high  academic 
quality  of  our  new  students.” 

He  noted  that  19  new  students  are  skipping  their 
freshman  year  entirely  as  the  result  of  high  achievement 
on  the  national  College-Level  Examination  Program 
(CLEP),  an  innovation  in  Florida  Southern’s  testing 
procedure. 

He  added  that  139  other  new  students,  comprising  40 
percent  of  the  freshman  class,  earned  three  to  15  hours  of 
college  credit  on  the  CLEP  tests.- 

Dr.  Thrift  said  that  a  high  percentage  of  this  year’s 
students  have  earned  the  Associate  in  Arts  degree  in 
junior  colleges,  and  are  classified  at  Florida  Southern  as 
juniors  with  no  loss  of  credit. 
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New  Structure  Direction 
Wins  Council  Approval 

Discussion  on  proposed  restructuring  of  the  church’s 
general  agencies  and  preparations  for  the  Quadrennial 
General  Conference  in  1972  dominated  the  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Program 
Council  held  recently  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  body  also  heard  major  addresses  on  the 
importance  of  support  for  the  denomination’s 
predominantly-black  colleges  and  the  potential  of  cable 
television. 

In  a  series  of  discussion  groups,  many  members  of  the 
council  approved  in  a  general  way  the  direction  that  the 
Structure  Study  Commission  is  taking  in  relation  to  a 
proposed  Council  on  Ministries,  but  voiced  reservations 
about  the  proposed  voting  membership  of  170  persons 
and  another  84  ex  officio  members. 

The  Program  Council  was  told  that,  as  presently 
proposed,  the  Council  on  Ministries  intends  to  “insure 
the  development  of  a  unified  and  coordinated  ongoing 
calendar  and  program  for  the  connectional  ministries  of 
the  church,”  among  other  functions. 

Minister’s  Week  At  Emory 

Minister’s  Week,  scheduled  for  January  17-19  at  Emory 
University’s  Candler  School  of  Theology,  will  bring  a 
brilliant  roster  of  lecturers. 

The  featured  speaker  will  be  Browne  Barr,  senior 
minister  of  Berkeley’s  First  Congregational  Church, 
formerly  professor  of  homiletics  at  Yale  Divinity  School 
and  one  time  Lyman  Beecher  lecturer  on  preaching. 

Other  speakers  include  Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel,  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches;  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols  of  the  Pittsburgh  area;  George  W.  Webber, 
president  of  the  N.  Y.  Theological  Seminary;  and  John 
L.  Carr,  pastor  of  the  First  Community  Church  of 
Columbus,  Ohio. 


You’ll  Be  Glad  You  Did! 

As  we  enter  the  last  two  months  of  the  fiscal  year,  the 
end-of-the-year  push  for  finances  is  on. 

The  Division  of  Interpretation  reminds  us  that  the 
October  issue  of  The  Interpreter  has  an  excellent  section 
on  the  General  Benevolences.  Reprints  are  available 
together  with  other  materials-  printed,  films,  tapes,  etc. 
It  is  not  too  late  to  order. 

The  use  of  available  material  and  resources  help 
people  to  know  how  their  money  is  used.  Give  them  all 
the  information  possible.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did! 


Christian  Social  Concerns 
Board  Sets  Annual  Meeting 

The  Florida  Conference  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns  will  hold  its  annual  meeting  beginning  at  2;00 
p.m.,  Friday,  February  4,  at  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Lakeland.  The  meeting  will  close  February  5 
at  noon. 

“All  interested  persons  are  invited  to  attend,”  says 
Judge  P.  B.  Revels,  chairman.  We  are  receptive  to 
suggestions  on  how  to  do  a  better  job  in  the  field  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  and  solicit  the  aid  and 
cooperation  of  everyone.” 


Bishop’s  Message 

Times  are 
Turbulent 

Dear  Friends, 

It  is  so  easy  and  often  so 
pleasant  to  reminisce.  I 
look  back  to  the  village 
where  my  first  parsonage 
was  located.  They  told 
me  there  were  1001  resi¬ 
dents  in  our  community. 

There  were  no  televi¬ 
sions.  There  were  a  few 
radios.  It  seems  strange, 
doesn’t  it?  But  in  that  lit¬ 
tle  town  we  always  had 
something  to  talk  about 
—  something  that  was  important. 

There  was  always  someone  seriously  ill  and  everyone 
became  concerned.  A  couple  was  married,  someone  died, 
a  baby  was  born  -someone  was  going  to  take  a  trip! 
There  were  rumors,  suspicions,  antagonisms,  and  gossip, 
too.  There  was  always  a  bit  of  turmoil,  a  bit  of  surprise, 
and  a  pinch  of  joy. 

But  the  person  living  in  a  little  town  or  a  big  city  now 
has  his  fingers  on  the  pulse-beat  of  the  world.  What 
happens  in  Vietnam,  or  Wall  Street,  or  the  World  Series, 
or  whatever  — every  bit  of  knowledge  that  is  important  is 
available  to  everyone.  All  news  is  instantaneously 
disseminated. 

And  the  times  are  turbulent!  There  has  never  been 
another  age  like  this.  This  fact  cannot  be  contended.  But 
it  is  an  exciting  age  and  an  exciting  world.  There  is  so 
much  of  beauty  and  of  love  and  of  truth  and  of  heroism 
and  of  self-forgetful  service  and  of  hope  and  faith!  Every 
sunrise  may  be  somewhat  overcast  with  the  sorrow  and 
the  tragedy  of  mankind.  But  still,  every  day  is 
resplendent.  For  one  who  believes  in  the  infinite  wisdom 
and  power  and  grace  of  God  there  can  be  no  fears  with 
regard  to  the  ultimate  outcome.  And  there  is  excitement 
in  being  a  part  of  serving  and  worshipping  and  laboring 
as  one  small  participant  among  those  who  long  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God  to  come  upon  the  earth. 

Every  Christian  must  feel  impelled  to  rejoice  at 
Thanksgiving  Season.  We  have  so  much  for  which  to  be 
grateful. 

One  way  to  praise  God  is  through  serving  God,  and 
another  is  through  giving  of  one’s  substance.  In  the  long 
last,  both  time  and  substance  belong  entirely  to  the  Lord. 
But  we  are  stewards.  And  we  have  the  privilege  of 
deciding  what  we  shall  do.  It  is  not  an  indifferent 
decision.  Our  decision  may  not  affect  the  world  very 
much,  but  it  affects  us.  For  as  we  serve  and  as  we  give,  we 
become. 

The  Fund  for  Reconciliation  is  a  marvelous  way  for 
those  of  us  who  feel  exceptionally  fortunate  ,  and 
exceptionally  grateful  to  express  that  gratitude  during 
this  season. 

May  the' Lord  bless  you  richly. 

Cordially, 


Bishop  Henley 
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United  Methodist  Men  Have 
Many  Opportunities  For  Service 

Motivation,  Icllowship,  study,  service  — on  these  four 
vvi)rds  rests  the  reason  for  being  for  the  organization  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  known  as  United 
Methodist  Men. 

The  month  of  October  being  one  of  particular 
significance  to  United  Methodist  Men  in  Florida,  it 
seems  appropriate  to  speak  to  and  about  the  work  of  this 
group  in  the  local  church. 

1  lundreds  of  men  from  churches  throughout  the  state 
have  spent  several  days  at  one  of  the  annual  lay  retreats 
held  each  weekend  at  Leesburg  during  the  month  of 
October.  They  have  e,xperienced  fellowship,  have  studied 
together,  have  acquired  new  motivation  through  inspired 
worship  and,  hopefully,  are  ready  to  return  to  the  local 
church  with  new  ideas,  new  enthusiasm,  new  hope  and 
new  determination  to  be  of  service. 

Questions  which  are  asked  each  local  church 
organization  of  United  Methodist  Men  when  they  report 
to  the  Board  of  the  Laity  include:  (Motivation)  What 
activities  have  been  planned  and  executed  by  your 
fellowship  that  would  motivate  your  men  to  become 
stronger  in  their  faith?  (Fellowship)  What  fellowship 
activities  have  you  had  which  may  have  helped  persons 
know  their  fellowman  and  “to  live  in  the  spirit  of  God  in 
every  relationship?"  (Study)  What  learning  or  study 
experiences  were  made  available  by  your  fellowship  to  its 
member.s?  (Service)  What  has  been  your  fellowship’s 
participation  in  local,  district,  conference  or  national 
projects? 

Sometimes  program  planners  are  tempted  to  think 
that  only  with  something  "new"  or  “sensational”  can 
they  best  serve  Christ  and  His  church.  The  purposes  and 
goals  of  United  Methodist  Men  are  that  of  proclaiming 
the  gospel  of  Christ  and  the  needs  of  mankind.  These  too 
are  the  goals  of  the  church  and  call  for  men  to  undergird 
the  church  as  it  seeks  to  reach  this  goal. 

Increasingly  laymen  in  the  local  church  are  being 
called  upon  to  take  a  more  active  role  in  proclaiming  the 
gospel,  in  working  with  pastors  and  congregations  in 
church  renewal  through  sharing  experiences,  through 
service  to  those  in  need,  through  active  participation  in 
projects  which  make  the  church’s  ministry  to  persons  its 
number  one  priority. 

United  Methodist  Men  can  be  the  rallying  point  for 
the  men  ol  the  church  to  enter  into  such  commitment  and 
service.  They  can  become  partners  in  helping  to  build  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Cable  TV  Has  High  Potential 
For  Comm’anity  Communications 

Recognition  of  the  potential  of  cable  television  (CATV) 
and  the  church's  opportunity  to  cooperate  in  the  best  use 
ol  this  important  new  means  of  communication  was 
emphasized  in  a  policy  statement  recently  issued  by 
I  'nited  Methodism’s  Division  of  Television^  Radio  and 
dm  Communication  (TRAFCO)  of  the  General 
rrogram  Council. 

First  adopted  by  TRAFCO,  the  statement  was  later 
adopted  by  th*-  entire  council.  It  urges  that  pastors  and 
‘hurche-.  stud.  ;  ..  sranting  of  franchises  for  CATV  in 
^  ^  order  that  each  community  may 

reali/c  !  :•  greatf.-  poteniial  of  this  important  new  means 
ot  communic:p  i  :,i.  ' 

Dfsign*,H  to.  ht  i.sr  m^ac  than  just  a  gimmick  which 


4 


can  “bring  in  more  commercial  TV  stations  with  better 
pictures,”  CATV  can  and  will  have  tremendous  impact 
on  every  community  as  it  becomes  the  “voice  of  the 
people”  in  the  community.  The  rapid  pace  of  new 
developments,  the  proliferation' of  ideas  as  to  its  possible 
future  use,  and  the  need  for  responsible  citizens  to  be  a 
part  of  its  development,  makes  it  both  a  responsibility 
and  an  opportunity  for  local  church  leaders  and  ministers 
to  become  knowledgeable  and  involved. 

According  to  TRAFCO  officials,  the  first  thing  is  to 
know  about  the  franchise  being  adopted  or  considered  in 
the  community.  They  recommend  that  in  view  of  the 
rapidity  of  developments  in  CATV  that  long  term 
franchises  not  be  considered  lest  the  community  finds 
itself  “frozen”  for  future,  and  that  the  number  of 
channels  to  be  made  available  should  not  be  less  than 
20  -  and  probably  should  be  nearer  40. 

The  General  Program  Council  has  authorized  the 
TRAFCO  staff  “to  continue  aggressive  research  and 
investigation  into  the  potential  of  CATV,  always  keeping 
in  mind  the  advocacy  of  public  interest. 

New  Stewardship  Film 
Now  Available  In  Library 

A  new  1 6  mm  movie  called  The  Questors  is  now  available 
through  the  Florida  Conference  Program  Council  audio¬ 
visual  department. 

A  fresh,  modern  stewardship  film.  The  Questors  is 
designed  for  use  in  the  local  church.  It  is  done  in  brilliant 
color  and  runs  for  17  minutes.  It  teaches,  inspires,  and 
entertains. 

The  film  may  be  secured  for  a  rental  fee  of  $5.00  from 
Mrs.  Hilda  Fuster,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802 


New  Pavilion  A.t  South  Florida  Camp  ji 

Our  South  Florida  United  Methodist  Camp  near  LaBellei 
continues  to  expand.  The  laminated  arches  for  our  new, 
40  X  80  western  cedar  pavilion  are  in  place  and  ready  for 
the  west  end  to  be  enclosed  for  rest  rooms  and  kitchen 
and  the  roof  to  be  put  on.  Volunteer  help  is  needed  for 
roofing  this  big  budding.  Charlie  Rivers,  South  Camp, 
superintendent ,  E.  J.  Hogan,  Youth  Camp  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Don  Harty,  Camp  Florida  superintendent 
built  the  footings,  floor,  and  erected  the  arches 

y 
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Relocated  Lakeland  Church 
Gets  New  Building  Underway 


Pastoral  Assignments  Made 

Bishop  James  W.  Henley,  resident  bishop  of  the  Florida 
Area  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  has  announced 
eight  pastoral  appointments  made  recently.  The 
appointments  involve  the  Rev.  J.  Gordon  Ralls  who 
moves  from  West  Hollywood  to  Trinity  Church,  Palm 
Beach  Gardens,  succeeding  the  Rev.  William  R.  Obaugh, 
who  is  retiring;  the  Rev.  John  T.  Pennington  from  the 
Wesley  Community  Church  of  Gainesville  to  the  West 
Hollywood  Church;  the  Rev.  James  B.  Gaylor  from 
Coral  Way,  Miami,  to  Gainesville’s  Wesley  Community 
Church;  the  Rev.  Hubert  Floyd,  a  missionary  in  Costa 
Rica,  will  become  pastor  of  the  Coral  Way  Church  in 
Miami,  effective  December  I;  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Hall  from 
the  Melbourne  Parish  to  the  Mt.  Zion  Church, 
Clearwater;  the  Rev.  Ted  Butler  from  Bartley  Temple, 
Eustis,  to  the  Melbourne  Parish;  the  Rev.  Percy  Blow 
from  Clearwater  to  Grant  Chapel,  Winter  Park,  and 
Bartley  Temple,  Eustis;  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Korn  to 
the  Pine  Island  Church,  effective  December  1 . 


motive  Magazine  Folding 


Fhe  Good  Shepherd  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Lakeland  (formerly  known  as  Orange  Heights)  has 
started  construction  of  a  new  church  building  located  on 
Salloway  Road  just  south  of  the  intersection  with 
Knights-Griffin  Road. 

The  new  building  will  cost  approximately  $75,000  and 
IS  being  financed  by  the  sale  of  the  former  Orange 
Heights  Church  on  Kathleen  Road  and  a  loan  from  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  At  present  the 
;ongregation  is  meeting  in  a  mobile  chapel  for  services 
^ach  Sunday. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  the  new  church  building 
kvill  be  a  cross  of  heroic  proportions  which  will  be 
suspended  from  the  ceiling  of  the  sanctuary.  The  outside 
;ower,  shown  in  the  architect’s  drawing  will  be  11  by 
sight  feet  and  has  an  opening  at  the  top  with  a  cross 
inside  which  will  be  clearly  visible  to  passing  motorists. 

Ground  breaking  ceremonies  were  held  recently  with 
Tiembers  using  an  old-fashioned  plow  to  which  long 
"opes  were  attached.  All  had  an  opportunity  to  “get  a 
lold’’  on  the  rope  as  the  ground  was  broken. 

Members  of  the  building  committee  are:  Robert 
^eese,  chairman,  C.  V.  Romig,  Cecil  Maris,  William 
sample,  N.  F.  Lavigne,  Sr.,  J.  R.  Flory,  Austin 
kVightman,  Henry  Krause  and  A.  Lee  Robertson. 

The  Rev.  William  Covert,  pastor,  is  now  serving  his 
lecond  year  as  pastor. 
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motive  magazine  has  folded.  Its  editors  hope  to  publish 
one  more  issue  in  December,  but  that  is  doubtful.  They 
have  no  money. 

The  Division  of  Higher  Education  of  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  authorized  papers  last 
January  severing  the  magazine  from  any  church- 
relatedness. 

motive  has  been  a  controversial  magazine  for  thirty 
years.  This,  in  itself,  does  not  condemn  it.  Any  magazine 
which  seeks  to  deal  with  the  cutting  edge  of 
contemporary  problems  is  going  to  be  controversial  in 
some  circles.  But  motive  has  often  gone  far  beyond 
propriety  or  beyond  justification  for  the  causes  it  has 
espoused. 

Its  editors  hope  that  they  will  be  able  to  find  money  to 
continue  the  publication  of  their  magazine.  Persons 
knowledgeable  of  their  plight  doubt  that  they  can  bring 
this  about. 

Whatever  the  outcome,  motive  is  no  longer  United 
Methodist  Church-related. 


Obituary 

The  Rev.  Edgar  Thomas  Standifer,  74,  died  September 
26  in  Bradenton  after  a  long  illness.  Born  in  Montevallo. 
Ala.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Standifer  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  from  the  University  of  Alabama, 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Master  of  Arts  from  Emory 
University  and  received  a  Master  of  Systematic 
Theology  degree  from  Union  Theological  Seminary. 

After  serving  for  six  years  in  Oregon,  Mr.  Standifer 
transferred  to  the  Florida  Conference  and  served  for  35 
years  before  his  retirement  in  1964.  His  years  of  service 
included  pastorates  in  Pompano,  Chattahoochee, 
Auburndale,  Okeechobee  and  New  Port  Richey,  among 
others.  The  last  12  years  of  service  were  spent  in  the 
Sarasota  District. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Victoria;  two  sons,  Robert 
T.,  also  a  minister,  Cleveland,  Fla.,  and  Wayne  E., 
Bradenton. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Bradenton  with  the  Rev. 
Jiles  Kirkland,  the  Rev.  Charles  Thompson,  and  the  Rev. 
Milton  Wyatt  officiating.  Interment  was  in  Ellenton. 
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Pholo  Credit;  Winter  Haven  Daily  News  Chief 


Miracle  For  A  Little  Girl- Tiny  Hellen  Garay  of  British 
Honduras  has  a  new  face  through  plastic  surgery,  and  a 
new  future,  because  of  the  “Effort  for  Others”  program 
at  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church  of  Winter  Haven. 
Here's  Hellen  shown  with  her  sister,  Louise  (left),  Mrs. 
H.  W.  Parker,  holding  Hellen,  and  the  Rev.  H.  W. 
Parker,  church  pastor.  Standing  is  Marlow  Baxter, 
chairman  of  St.  John’s  Commission  on  Missions. 

A  Tiny  Girl 

—  And  A  Great  Big  Story 

Sometimes  a  dream  is  born  in  the  heart  and  mind  of  one 
individual.  Sometimes,  by  some  miracle  (could  it  be  God 
at  work?)  the  same  dream  is  born  in  the  hearts  of  two~or 
three,  or  more. 

To  tell  the  story  of  “Tiny”,  a  small  girl  living  in 
Belize,  British  Honduras,  we  have  an  amazing  example 
of  a  dream  being  born  in  the  hearts  of  two  men.  And  who 
knows  what  dreams  and  longings  were  present  in  the 
heart  of  the  little  girl  far  away  from  the  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Winter  Haven?  This  is  her  story, 
but  it  is  also  the  story  of  two  men  who  dreamed  the  same 
dream,  and  the  story  of  an  entire  congregation  as  it 
became  their  dream,  too. 

The  Rev.  H.  W.  Parker,  pastor  of  St.  John’s  Church 
says,  “As  I  looked  at  myself,  a  minister  of  God,  I  asked 
what  can  I  do  within  the  framework  of  this  church,  to 
make  it  a  better  church,  carrying  out  God’s  plans?” 

And  so  the  search  began.  And  the  dream  was  born. 
Why  not  send  three  or  four  laymen  to  the  mission  field 
and  let  them  bring  the  needs,  the  longings  and  the 
unfulfilled  hopes  back  to  the  people  of  our  church?  But,” 
says  Mr.  Parker,  “I  did  not  mention  this  to  one  soul,  not 
even  my  wife.” 

And  then  one  day  the  telephone  rang.  It  was  a 
layman,  Marlowe  Baxter,  chairman  of  the  work  area  on 
missions.  He  asked  to  come  over  as  he  had  something 
very  important  to  talk  about. 

“To  my  amazement,  ”  continued  Mr.  Parker,  “he 
had  the  same  idea  I  had!”  For  over  a  year  the  two  men 
worked  quietly  writing  the  mission  board  and 
missionaries  alt  over  the  world  to  find  out  if  their  idea  of 
“search  and  relate  mission  work”  was  feasible.  The 
replies  they  received  left  no  doubt. 


( - ^ 
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Person 

to 
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V  _ ) 

And  so  the  plan  was  put  into  effect.  Interest  gnd 
enthusiasm  spread  throughout  the  church  and  plans  were 
made.  The  team  of  four  went  to  British  Honduras.  There 
they  found  the  “tiny”  girl,  Hellen  Garay,  so  under¬ 
privileged  and  under-developed  that  at  seven  years  of  age 
she  was  no  larger  than  a  four  year  old.  She  had  never 
spoken  a  word,  she  had  never  had  a  bite  of  anything  to 
eat  except  a  sort  of  gruel  or  baby  food.  Because  of  a 
harelip,  Hellen  had  a  gaping  hole  on  the  right  side  of  her 
face. 

So  the  team  from  St.  John’s  Church  brought  her  back 
to  the  States,  back  to  Florida,  back  to  the  loving  care  of  a 
church. 

Hellen  was  brought  to  Lakeland  General  Hospital 
where  plastic  surgeon.  Dr.  Robert  Peddy,  performed  the 
operation.  Today  Hellen  is  “eating  from  the  table”  as  the 
doctor  ordered,  and  no  more  baby  food.  Her  food  is 
staying  down.  Before  she  left  to  fly  back  home  she  had 
mastered  Swiss  steak,  fruit  salad  and  several  vegetables. 

While  this  is  Hellen’s  story  to  a  large  degree,  the  story 
of  what  happened  to  the  members  of  St.  John’s  church  is 
even  more  exciting.  For  the  Hellen  story  was  only  the 
beginning  of  a  continuing  and  thrilling  story  of  a  church 
alive,  of  people  involved  with  open  hearts  and  minds  to 
the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  they  work  in  God’s 
world,  at  home,  in  the  community  and  in  the  world. 

All  You  Have  To  Do  Is  Love 

These  are  the  words  of  Mrs.  Edward  (Ruth)  Bamber  who 
initiated  and  organized  the  tutorial  work  being  done  with 
migrant  children  in  the  Miami  area. 

Mrs.  Bamber,  whose  story  will  appear  soon  in  the 
Interpreter,  read  a  series  of  articles  on  the  plight  of 
migrants.  Then,  a  fire  resulted  in  the  death  of  several 
migrant  youngsters.  Mrs.  Bamber  decided  to  take  some 
action. 

Her  plan,  originated  as  a  home  mission  project  for 
her  church,  Kendall  United  Methodist,  involved  six 
months  study  on  migrants,  the  recruitment  of  volunteers 
to  aid  migrant  children  in  their  school  work.  Twenty 
women,  many  of  them  former  school  teachers,  formed 
the  original  group.  There  were  many  obstacles  to 
overcome,  one  of  which  was  to  find  a  school  that  would 
work  with  them. 

“We  found  it,”  says  Mrs.  Bamber.  They  began  at  the 
Naranja  Elementary  School,  working  with  the  principal 
Dr.  William  K.  Pennebaker. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  requests  from  four 
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principals  plus  the  complete  blessings  of  the  migrant 
project  manager  of  the  South  School  District.” 

Today  the  volunteer  group  numbers  66  women  and 
one  man.  At  first  they  came  from  Kendall  Church  but 
now  the  non-profit  program  has  women  from  all 
religions.  In  addition,  tutors  can  receive  three  credits 
from  Miami  Dade  Junior  College  for  their  work. 

For  the  full  story  of  how  the  work  has  developed  and 
what  is  being  done  today  watch  for  the  story  in 
Interpreter  or  contact  Mrs.  Bamber  through  the  Kendall 
Church. 

“You  don't  need  a  degree  to  do  this  work.”  says  Mrs. 
Bambet.  “You  will  be  teamed  with  someone  who  has 
worked  mHhe  program.  All  you  have  to  do  is  love!” 

Tallahassee  Youth  Decide 
On  Attack,  Not  Retreat 

This  year,  the  youth  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Tallahassee,  decided  that  instead  of  going  on  their 
annual  retreat  they  would,  instead,  plunge  headlong  into 
two  weeks  of  service  to  others. 

Eighteen,  high  school  and  college  students  drove  to 
Fort  Lauderdale  to  team  up  with  the  Specialized  Urban 
Ministries  program. 

They  worked  in  an  interdenominational  vacation 
church  school;  helped  the  people  of  Citrus  Park 
Apartments  clear  debris  and  lay  sod  for  a  mini  recreation 
field  in  an  area  that  has  no  parks  or  places  for  children  to 
play  safely;  spent  time  with  the  VISTA  summer  tutorial 
program,  working  individually  with  black  children  who 
needed  extra  study  to  catch  up  with  classmates;  and 
1  worked  with  James  A.  Shelly,  Jr.,  a  contractor,  on  the 
parsonage  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church.  Says 
Mr.  Shelly,  “I  thought  it  would  be  mass  confusion.  I  was 
leary  about  directing  them,  but  I’m  impressed  with  their 
willingness  to  work.  I  will  miss  them  when  they  leave  and 
wish  they  could  stay  till  the  house  is  finished.” 

The  young  people  stayed  with  local  church  groups  in 
the  evenings,  visited  Spectrum  Flouse  and  talked  with 
Vice  Mayor  Virginia  Young  and  attorney  Alcee  Hastings 
on  black  problems. 

They  look  time  off  to  see  the  Spanish  Ministries  work 
in  Miami,  touring  Freedom  House  and  meeting  one  of 
the  Freedom  Flights. 

The  Tallahassee  group’s  sense  of  involvement  is 
infectious.  Several  area  youths  have  caught  the  feeling 
and  joined  in  the  activities. 

The  group  returning  home  can  look  back  on  a 
parsonage  that’s  closer  to  completion,  children  who  were 
thrilled  to  get  individual  attention  in  class,  and  areas 
cleared  for  playgrounds. 

They  can  also  look  back  on  the  fact  that  for  once  they 
were  actively  involved  in  what  they  feel  is  a  real  work  of 
their  church. 

The  Church  Drop-Out 

The  church  drop-out:  Why?  The  church  is  losing  more 
disillusioned  members  because  it  is  too  impersonal  and 
unfriendly  than  for  any  other  reason,  according  to  the 
findings  of  a  survey  conducted  among  1 83  drop-outs  and 
265  active  members. 

According  to  the  survey,  21  percent  more  persons 
who  had  left  the  church  in  the  past  two  years  described 
disinterest  due  to  coldness  and  impersonality  of  the 
eongregation  as  the  reason  for  their  departure  than 
because  they  thought  the  church  was  too  liberal  or  loo 
conservative. 


Miami  Mayor  David  P.  Kennedy  (left!  presents  plaque  to 
the  Rev.  Durward  McDonell,  pastor  oj  the  First  United 
Church,  Miami,  in  commemoration  of  the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  church.  This  event  coincides  with  the 
75th  anniversary  of  the  city  of  Miami. 


More  Alive  At  Seventy-Five! 

This  is  the  theme  selected  by  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Miami  as  it  celebrates  75  years  of  service  to 
the  community  and  the  world  with  special  services  and 
activities  on  Sunday,  November  2 1 . 

Highlights  of  the  75lh  Anniversary  Sunday  will 
include  an  “open  house”  fellowship  period  at  9:00  a.m., 
the  anniversary  sermon  by  Bishop  James  W.  Henley  at 
the  10:30  worship  service,  and  a  historical  pageant  at  the 
7:00  p.m.  service,  depicting  the  life  of  First  Church. 

The  history  of  Methodism  in  Miami  goes  back  to 
1896  when  four  other  churches  were  founded  the  same 
year  as  the  founding  of  the  City  of  Miami.  All  five 
churches  were  presented  a  75lh  anniversary  plaque  from 
the  city  by  Mayor  David  Kennedy  at  a  meeting  of  the 
City  Commission  on  September  9. 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Miami  was 
created  in  1966  by  the  merger  of  Trinity  and  White- 
Temple  Churches.  White  Temple  was  organized  in  1896 
and  Trinity  in  1898.  For  sevenlN'  years  these  two  great 
downtown  churches  ministered  to  the  Miami  community. 
Now,  as  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
tradition  of  service  continues  as  this  vital  congregation  is 
deeply  involved  in  all  that  is  going  on  in  downtown 
M  iami. 

Representatives  of  the  church  recently  attended 
ground-breaking  rites  for  the  new  branch  of  the 
downtown  Miami-Dade  Junior  College,  directly  across 
the  street  from  the  church.  The  church  has  opened  its 
doors  to  the  college  as  21  college  classes  are  meeting  in 
the  church’s  educational  building. 

So  the  theme  for  the  celebration  becomes  not  only  a 
theme,  but  a  watchword,  a  slogan,  a  reality  First 
Church,  Miami  is  “More  Alive  at  Sevenl\-Five!” 
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M arie  Palmer,  a  member  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Ft. 
Myers  and  graduate  of  Florida 
Southern  College,  has  entered  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology ,  Dallas, 
Texas.  During  her  college  days, 
Marie  served  as  secretary  to  Warren 
Willis,  director  of  Florida’s  Camps 
and  Conferences.  She  is  planning 
to  enter  the  field  of  Christian 
education. 

Would  You  Believe? 

Since  the  Bicycle  Fund  was 
inaugurated  (remember  Annual 
Conference?)  last  June,  receipts  for 
that  fund,  through  October  1 1,  have 
totaled  $4,609.42! 

Operating  through  the  Board  of 
Missions,  the  monies  are  used  to 
furnish  bicycles  for  pastors  in  the 
mission  fields.  Transportation  is  one 
of  the  great  problems  faced  by  these 
workers. 

A  note  of  appreciation  from 
Mabel  Michel  who  ^orks  in 
Mocambique,  Africa,  says,  “I  want 
to  thank  you  especially  for  your 
contribution  of  $420  through  the 
Board  of  Missions  for  bicycles  for 
our  pastors.  We  look  forward  to 
your  continued  support.” 

Mrs.  Michel  concludes,  “There 
never  was  a  time  when  missionary 
service  was  more  needed  than  today 
and  there  has  never  been  greater 
opportunity.  We  hope  that  our  home 
churches  will  be  awakened  to  this 
need  and  come  to  our  aid.” 

Two  letters  from  missionaries, 
one  from  Pakistan  and  the  other 
Mrs.  Michel’s  from  Mocambique, 
Africa,  will  be  included  in  the 
November  Coordinated  Mail.  The 
chairtnan  of  your  work  area  on 
missions  is  asked  to  see  that  these 
letters  arc  circulated  that  the  story 
of  “missions”  can  be  made  vital  and 
personal. 
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Advent  — Seven  Gifts  For  Christ 


Advent  the  time  of  preparation  for  Christmas  can  be  a  joyous  and 
meaningful  time.  It  all  depends  on  what  we  do,  how  we  do  it,  and  whether  or 
not  we  really  want  to  take  a  fresh  approach. 

The  October  issue  Interpreter  carries  an  excellent  article  by  Aldred  P. 
Wallace  on  the  subject.  He  zeros  in  on  the  fresh  approach,  the  determination 
of  n-^otivation  as  plans  are  developed  and  the  possibilities  open  to  the  local 
church. 

Three  purposes  should  be  kept  in  mind,  says  Mr.  Wallace.  (1)  To 
Acknowledge;  (2)  to  Celebrate;  (3)  to  Respond. 

In  the  event  that  you  do  not  have  access  to  this  article  in  the  Interpreter  we 
are  reproducing  a  portion  of  it  here: 

We  have  seven  work  areas  of  concern  as  local  churches  in  mission.  De¬ 
pending  upon  the  size  of  the  congregation  and  the  availability  of  time  and 
talent,  we  could  bring  up  to  seven  gifts  to  Christ  this  year. 

(1)  Ecumenical  Affairs:  This  is  our  newest  area.  Could  one  event  be 
scheduled  during  Advent,  in  cooperation  with  another  denomination,  to  give 
witness  to  the  universal  church? 

(2)  Education:  This  response  may  be  made  by  providing  materials  and 
incentives  for  home-oriented  observances  of  Christmas. 

(3)  Evangelism:  Perhaps  we  could  tell  more  personally  and  persuasively 
the  Good  News  at  Christmas  time. 

(4)  Missions:  The  setting  of  Christmas  takes  us  across  the  seas  to  distant 
places  and  different  peoples.  An  Advance  Special  gift  would  be  a  most 
appropriate  project. 

(5)  Social  Concerns:  Christmas  baskets  and  clothing  are  worthy  gifts,  but 
too  often  they  are  impersonal.  Would  it  be  possible  to  “go  beyond  the  basket” 
and  share  a  little  more  of  ourselves  with  persons  who  receive  the  baskets? 

(6)  Stewardship:  Christmas  offerings  are  almost  always  on  the  agenda. 
Can  the  cause  behind  the  offering  be  made  more  personal?  Can  the  response 
be  more  than  money? 

(7)  Worship:  This  is  the  atmosphere  we  should  seek  for  each  of  the 
activities  listed  above. 


wiik  Uel^  in  mmd. . . 

A  PLAIN  MAN  FACES  TROUBLE 

by  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

From  his  years  as  a  father,  pastor,  and 
counsellor,  the  author  has  drawn 
the  resources  to  write  this  book. 
During  these  years  his  faith  has 
been  tested  and  strengthened. 
He  passes  along  to  readers, 
in  everyday  language,  ways 
they  can  draw  upon  the 
help  they  need  when 
problems  arise. 
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Sunday  School  Attendance  And  How  It  Grew! 


In  the  Sunday  School  attendance  study  made  last  year  in 
five  districts  of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference,  results 
showed  that  54  churches  participated  in  the  study  and 
that  the  average  attendance  increase  was  964  over  a 
three-month  period. 

Initiated  and  directed  by  Bishop  James  W.  Henley, 
the  study  emphasis  on  Sunday  School  attendance  in  54 
United  Methodist  Churches  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a 
similar  plan  on  a  conference-wide  basis. 

The  annual  conference  at  its  1971  June  meeting 
approved  the  recommendation  and  a  Sunday  School 
Attendance  Committee  was  appointed.  The  campaign 
got  underway  the  first  Sunday  in  November  and  will 


conclude  the  last  Sunday  in  April,  1972. 

In  light  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  churches  which 
participated  in  the  study  last  year  were  unable  to  have 
any  increase  whatsoever  and  on  the  other  hand 
experienced  a  decline,  the  average  increase  of  964  shows 
that  some  churches  experienced  a  remarkable  increase  in 
average  attendance.  It  is  hoped  that  many  churches  will 
become  actively  involved  in  the  Sunday  School 
attendance  effort. 

Chairman  of  the  Conference  committee  is  the  Rev. 
Ray  Harrison,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Brandon. 
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From  Firsl  United  Methodi.si  Church,  Pinellas  Park 


Bishop 's  M essage: 

Christmas 
Is  a  Fact 


Dear  Frioncls; 

I’ve  jusl  had  two  rich  ex¬ 
periences.  One  of  them 
was  with  the  laymen  at 
Leesburg.  I  haven’t  in¬ 
quired  about  the  attend¬ 
ance  statistics  for  this 
year,  but  I’ve  been  going 
to  the  Laymen’s  Retreats 
for  twelve  years  now  and 
I  was  impressed  that 
there  were  more  men 
present  every  weekend 
than  there  had  been  at 
corresponding  weekends 
in  any  year  that  I’ve  been  here.  I  had  a  feeling  that  the 
programs  had  more  depth  and  breadth  of  concern  than 
ever  before.  These  programs  have  been  increasingly  en¬ 
riched  by  the  introduction  of  new  emphases. 

Another  rich  experience  consisted  of  attendance  at 
the  Women’s  Society-Guild  weekend  conference  at  Flor¬ 
ida  Southern  College.  This,  for  me,  was  a  tremendous 
experience.  Its  marvelous  spirit  of  Christian  fraternity, 
Christian  commitment,  and  Christian  mission  which 
pervade  t  le  sessions  where  these  ladies  are  talking  about 
the  work  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  It  was  a  thrilling 
experience. 

A  new  book  from  the  pen  of  J.  Wallace  Hamilton  will 
be  released  on  March  14.  No  one  in  the  Florida 
Conference  can  forget  the  power  and  personality  of  this 
great  man.  He  was  a  master  preacher.  I  am  delighted  to 
announce  this  new  word  which  comes  to  us  from  his  heart 
and  pen.  The  book  is  entitled  What  About  Tomorrow? 

Christmas  is  a  fact.  The  Son  of  God  was  born  into  the 
home  of  a  peasant  couple  from  Nazareth.  His  coming 
was  dramatically  told  in  the  Scriptures.  Christmas  is  a 
fact.  Alas,  sometimes  it  is  celebrated  in  pagan  revelry 
and  the  accompaniments  of  the  season  are  completely 
contrary  to  the  nature  and  spirit  of  our  Lord.  But  when 
the  fact  of  Christmas  takes  hold  of  our  hearts  it  does 
something  to  our  lives.  It  makes  the  season  glow  with  joy 
and  love  and  altruism  and  service.  We  are  about  to  enter 
the  season  ol  Advent.  Sit  quietly  before  the  fact  of 
Christmas.  Meditate  upon  it.  Rejoice  in  it.  And  God 
bless  you. 


New  Filmstrip  Available  — 
Hea'd'  and  Welfare 


"Did  you  kni 
Or  that  “Y'.-i 
'ur  17'  horn 
Texas, 
f  ..el!s 

Hospital  and  v 


188  kids  were  helped  by  you  last  year? 
g  1  33,697  elderly  people  last  year  in 
IS  lor  ihe  aged?’’  Or  “Down  in  Houston, 
a  do.  ;-...  n.'med  Michael  DeBakey-the 
-.lire.  :):■  base  is  the  Methodist 

ou  pr  a  there?" 


Give  Me  One  Good  Reason  Why  I  Should 
Bring  Someone  To  Sunday  School 

•  To  bring  persons  to  new  experiences  of  the 
TODAY  GOD  by  the  way,  have  you  noticed  that 
His  hand  is  touching  people  everywhere? 

•  To  reach  persons  for  their  sakes  and  for 
Christ’s  sake. 

•To  interest  persons  for  stronger  Christian  life, 
responsibility  and  accountability. 

•  To  involve  persons  in  the  Christian  education 
program.  Obviously,  cultural  patterns  have 
changed,  making  people  react  differently  than  they 
have  in  the  past  to  many  things,  including  Sunday 
School  and  Church. 

But,  the  needs  of  people  themselves  have  not 
changed!  Men,  women,  youth  and  children  still 
need  love,  openness,  reconciliation  and  fulfillment. 
In  short  they  need  Jesus. 

Bring  someone  you  care  about  to  Sunday 
School  next  Sunday,  and  let  us  tell  them  about  the 
Living  God  who  can  change  their  lives  today! 

(Reprint  from  bulletin  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  St.  Petersburg.) 


These  questions  and  others  like  them  are  raised  in  the 
new  filmstrip  “A  Way  To  Care”  produced  by  the 
General  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 

The  100  frame,  color  filmstrip  shows  UMC  services 
to  the  aged,  children  and  youth  through  Health  anc 
Welfare  Ministries.  It  may  be  used  with  local  church 
programs  or  by  individual  boards  and  agencies  as  a  too! 
for  promoting  their  own  programs. 

“A  Way  To  Care”  is  in  the  audio-visual  library  at  the 
United  Methodist  Building  in  Lakeland  and  is  available 
for  rental  by  local  churches.  Cost;  $1.00.  Order  from 
Mrs.  Hilda  Faster,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 

National  Commission  To 
Meet  In  Lakeland 

A  national  commission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  is  engaged  in  a  four-year  study  of  the  ministry,  will 
hold  a  three-day  meeting  in  Lakeland,  starting  Monday. 
November  29,  at  the  church’s  Florida  headquarters. 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  is 
chairman  ol  the  24-member  group  which  will  report  the 
lindings  and  recommendations  of  its  churchwide  study  at 
the  denomination’s  1972  General  Conference  in  April  at 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Two  Florida  members  of  the  study  commission  are 
resident  Bishop  James  W.  Henley  and  Dr.  Charles  T. 
Thrift,  Jr.,  president  of  Florida  Southern  College,  both  of 
Lakeland. 

Bishop  Henley  said  the  1968  General  Conference,  the 
church  s  international  legislative  and  policy-making; 
body,  charged  the  commission  to  “make  a  major  study' 
and  report  on  such  concerns  as  the  nurture,  enlistment,! 
and  education  of  the  ministry.” 

He  added  that  the  study  will  also  include  two  related! 
concerns—  the  best  possible  utilization  and  deployment 
of  theological  schools  and  other  resources,  and  the 
appropriate  promotional  and  administrative  structure 
deemed  most  effective  for  the  advancement  of  the' 
church’s  ministry.”  1; 
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Communications  Workshop 
To  Be  Held  At  Winter  Park 

A  “how  to  do  it”  Workshop  on  Church  Communication, 
dealing  with  the  press,  radio  and  television  media,  as  well 
as  publicity  ways  and  means  within  the  local  church,  will 
be  held  .lanuary  25-26  in  Winter  Park,  sponsored  by  the 
Florida  Council  of'Churches. 

The  location  is  the  St.  John  Lutheran  Church,  1600 
S.  Orlando  Avenue,  Winter  Park,  on  Highways  17-92, 
starting  at  10  a.m. 

The  principal  resource  leader  will  be  R.  Marshall 
Strauss  of  New  York,  a  former  newspaperman  who  is 
now  director  of  the  Commission  on  Press,  Radio  and 
Television  for  the  Lutheran  Church  of  America. 

There  is  no  registration  fee,  and  each  participant  will 
iiandle  his  own  expenses. 

Director  of  the  workshop  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  A.  > 
Driscoll,  secretary  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America’s 
Florida  Synod,  and  chairman  of  the  Florida  Council  of 
Lhurches’  Department  of  Communication. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  the  workshop  should 
A'rite  Dr.  Driscoll  at  P.  O.  Box  10611,  Tampa,  Florida 
33609. 


Major  Gifts  Chairman  Chosen 

Another  outstanding  Floridian  has  assumed  respon¬ 
sibility  for  an  important  role  in  the  Partners  in  Education 
Fund  Drive  being  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  Florida 
Conference  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  two  church-relat- 
sd  Florida  colleges. 

Former  governor 
Farris  Bryant  of  Jack¬ 
sonville  has  been  chosen 
as  the  major  gifts  chair¬ 
man  of  the  campaign. 

Mr.  Bryant  is  a  trustee  of 
Florida  Southern  Col¬ 
lege,  Lakeland,  and  a 
former  trustee  of  the 
Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Riverside  Park  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of 
Jacksonville.  A  member 
of  a  Jacksonville  law  firm,  Mr.  Bryant  is  also  chairman 
of  the  board  of  the  National  Life  Insurance  Co.,  ol 
Florida.  He  joins  with  Fletcher  G.  Rush,  Jr.,  Orlando, 
campaign  chairman,  and  Earl  P.  Powers,  Gainesville, 
chairman  of  the  Campaign  Fund  Steering  Committee,  in 
spearheading^the  drive. 

The  campaign  is  well  underway  in  the  Daytona  Beach 
area  and  with  the  alumni  of  Polk  and  Hillsborough 
Counties. 

The  Honorable  Spessard  L.  Holland,  former  U.  S. 
Senator  from  Florida,  who  died  suddenly  November  6 
was  serving  as  honorary  chairman  of  the  campaign.  He 
had  already  made  his  pledge  to  the  campaign  and  had 
paid  it  in  full  before  his  death. 

^ 

I  Service  in  the  U.S.A.  and  abroad  ^ 

United  Methodist  World  Service  FUND 

_ _ _ fn 


William  A.  Meadows,  J r.,  left,  and  Warren  Willis  discuss 
plans  for  the  "hoped  for"  Conference  Retreat  Center 
during  one  of  the  Laymen's  Retreats. 


Everybody  Can  Dream 

Many  people  have  been  dreaming  about  a  conference 
retreat  center!  They  have  been  having  this  dream  for 
years! 

The  dreams  have  centered  around  upgrading 
Florida’s  United  Methodist  Camp  at  Leesburg.  With  this 
in  mind  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Camps  and 
Conferences  secured  an  additional  88-acre  tract  across 
the  road  from  the  present  camp.  A  family  camp  area  is 
planned  for  the  heavily  wooded  section  of  this  tract  and  a 
motel-type  facility  arranged  for  multi-purpose  use  would 
be  located  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Griffin. 

Many  groups  throughout  the  conference  have  been 
hearing  about  these  hopes  and  dreams  -  have  seen 
proposed  sketches  of  what  the  new  facility  could  be  — 
and  enthusiasm  is  piling  up  as  a  result. 

Dreams  have  a  way  of  becoming  reality  when  enough 
people  catch  the  same  vision! 
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As  A  Christian 


Whom  Do  'feu  Believe? 


By  Robert  IVl.  Temple,  Jr. 

Reccnlly  ihc  Reader's  Digest  joined  the  ranks  of  those 
legion  numbers  who  are  bombarding  the  church.  In  doing 
so  it  picked  up  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  familiar 
hammers  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

In  two  articles  in  the  October  and  November,  1971 
issues,  free-lance  writer  Clarence  W.  Hall  sought  to 
express  his  critique  with  what  a  United  Methodist  leader 
(The  Rev.  Eugene  Smith,  United  Methodist  minister, 
former  missionary,  and  now  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
New  York  office  of  the  WCC),  called  “unsubstantiated 
charges,  mis-statements  of  fact,  distorted  reporting, 
(and)  quotation  of  statements  out  of  context  .  .  . 

“The  total  effect  of  these  articles  is  to  present  a  false 
picture  of  the  World  Council  ...” 

To  begin  with.  Hall  casts  unfounded  aspersions 
against  the  Council  in  the  very  title  he  uses  for  his  first 
installment:  “Must  Our  Churches  Einance  Revolution?” 
Robert  J.  Marshall,  president  of  The  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  claims  that  such  a  title  requires  a  prior 
question:  "Are  Our  Churches  Einancing  Revolution?” 
The  answer  to  that  question,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
WCC  Program  to  Combat  Racism,  is  "No'' 

The  eye-catching  blurb  above  the  article  title  casts  the 
aspersion  even  further:  “Preaching  the  gospel  of  racial 
justice,  the  World  Council  of  Churches  is  using  church 
power  and  church  funds  to  back  insurrection  in  the 
United  States  and  Africa.  Is  this  what  Christ  taught?” 
(Though  the  caption  of  the  article  claims  that  the  Council 
backs  insurrection  in  the  U.  S.,  the  content  of  the  article 
offers  no  justification  for  such  a  claim.) 

Response  to  such  an  outlandish  charge  is  given  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith  as  follows: 

“In  1970,  the  Central  Committee  (of  the  WCC) 
established  a  $500,000  Special  Eund  to  Combat  Racism, 
with  the  first  $200,000  allocated  by  the  WCC  and 
$300,000  to  come  through  special  contributions  of 
member  churches.  The  fund  went  directly  to  the 
organization  of  blacks  in  Southern  Africa,  and  to  racially 
oppressed  groups  in  other  areas  of  the  world. 

As  in  all  previous  relief  efforts,  the  funds  were  given 
for  humanitarian  purposes,  and  earmarked  for  specific 
health,  welfare,  and  educational  programs  ...” 

Does  that  sound  like  financing  “revolution”  or 
“insurrection”?  Does  that  rellect  “church  power”? 
C  learjy,  the  money  was  used  for  people  in  need,  for 
humanitarian  purposes,  earmarked  for  health,  welfare, 
and  education  “for  the  least  of  these  my  brethren.” 

'cording  to  the  rules  of  the  Council,  funds  can  only 
iK  used  “for  programs  consistent  with  the  purposes  of  the 
(  ouncil.”  The  World  Council  does  not  condone  violence. 
C  ()'>-.■  j.j.  ;;ly,  Council  funds  have  never  been  used  to 
finance  \  i"lcncc.  I  he  Council  has  stipulated  that  fund 
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grants  go  to  “organizations  of  oppressed  racial  groups 
supporting  victims  of  racial  injustice  whose  purposes  are 
not  inconsistent  with  the  general  purposes  of  the  World 
Council.” 

Thus  the  grants  were  contributed  either  for  refugees 
or  for  people  living  in  areas  under  control  of  liberationist 
groups.  The  money  was  used  for  school  improvement, 
teacher  training,  technical  training,  medical  centers, 
hospitals,  food  and  clothing  provision,  legal  aid  for 
apartheid  prisoners,  and  housing  for  refugees,  widows, 
and  orphans. 

“Revolution?”  “Insurrection?”  You  decide,  dear 
reader! 

Mr.  Hall  also  makes  unfounded  accusations  against 
the  WCC  regarding  efforts  in  ministering  to  American 
youth  evading  military  service.  He  claims  that  the 
Council  sought  to  raise  funds  to  support  “draft-dodgers” 
and  “deserters”  in  Canada  and  Sweden.  He  evidently 
confused  a  three-year  program  of  pastoral  counseling 
and  emergency  care  to  the  35,000  American  boys  in 
Canada  (there  is  no  such  program  in  Sweden)  with 
something  sinister  and  unpatriotic.  This  ministry  to 
youth  “in  dispersion”  costs  $70,000  a  year.  Again,  it  is  a 
ministry  to  persons  in  special  circumstances  and  with 
special  needs.  Just  because  we  might  not  agree  with  them, 
does  that  mean  we  should  not  care  for  them  in  the  name 
of  Christ?  Does  that  mean  that  they  are  undeserving  of 
Christ’s  ministry  and  compassion? 

In  his  second  article  Mr.  Hall  continued  his  critique 
but  from  the  vantage  point  of  the  old  communist  line. 
The  blurb  above  the  title  reads:  “Has  this  ‘ecclesiastical 
United  Nations’  become  just  another  platform  from 
which  communism  seeks  to  flay  the  free  world?” 

Again,  misrepresentations  dot  his  argument.  He 
claims  that  no  speeches  were  allowed  when  Eastern 
churches  were  voted  in.  The  fact  is  that  each  church  was 
communicated  with  months  in  advance  and  had 
opportunity  to  interpret  its  vote.  Hall  declares  that  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  overdominates  the  Council 
with  an  inflated  claim  of  70  million  members.  The  fact  is 
that  they  actually  have  less  representation  than  the  10 
million-member  United  Methodist  Church.  He  also 
indicates  that  the  “Soviet-bloc  churches”  have  a  “virtual 
veto”  over  Council  decisions.  This  is  simply  untrue  as 
Council  records  bear  out. 

It  IS  getting  so  that  one  must  question  everything  he 
reads.  This  is  particularly  true  with  magazines  which  use 
sensationalism  to  remain  alive  in  an  age  of  the  death  of 
the  popular  periodical.  The  temptation  of  the  magazines 
is  to  print  what  people  are  willing  to  buv.  We  must 
always  keep  the  thought  before  us  that  even  the  largest 
circulating  magazines  in  the  world  are  ultimately  and 
finally  interested  in  not  so  much  reporting  the  truth,  but 
rather,  this  above  all  -making  money. 

One  last  word  I  for  one  am  willing  to  trust  the  ! 
leadership  of  my  own  denomination  and  that  of  the| 
World  Council  as  they  seek  sincerely  and  honorably  to# 
fulfill  a  ministry  in  the  name  of  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  | 
Christ  our  Savior  and  Lord.  j 

THE  FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODIST, 


Florida  Council  of  Churches 
Holds  Annual  Assembly 


[Triminal  justice  was  a  major  concern  at  the  recent 
neeting  of  the  Florida  Council  of  Churches'  annual 
lession  held  at  Avon  Park.  The  Flonorable  Quillian  S. 
Fancey,  Lakeland,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Criminal  Justice  of  the  Florida  Flouse  of  Repre- 
lentatives,  called  on  church  people  to  become  more 
nvolved  in  prevention  of  crime  as  well  as  in 
ehabilitation.  “Our  worst  offense,”  he  said,  “is  that  we 
von't  let  a  person  forget  what  he  has  done,  and  we  avoid 
nvolvement  both  in  prison  reform  and  helping  persons 
eturn  to  a  useful  place  in  society.” 

The  Lay  Witness  Mission  Movement  was  explained 
)y  the  Rev.  Lamar  Ball,  associate  director  of  the 
nstitute  of  Church  Renewal  located  in  Atlanta.  Teams 
)f  persons  in  congregations  commit  themselves  to  a 
)ractice  of  five  disciplines  (prayer,  scripture  study,  group 
iiscussion,  tithing  and  service)  for  a  five-week  period, 
ifterwards  sharing  their  experiences  with  the  con¬ 


Resolution  Adopted  By  The 
Florida  Council  of  Churches 

Whereas,  the  constitution  of  the  Florida  Council  of 
Churches  emphasizes  the  willingness  to  maintain 
fellowship  and  to  cooperate  with  other  councils  of 
churches,  including  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  and 

Whereas,  the  Reader's  Digest,  October,  1971, 
published  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  by 
Clarence  W.  Hall,  roving  Reader’s  Digest  editor, 
entitled  “Must  Our  Churches  Finance 
Revolution?”  in  which  the  WCC  was  attacked  as  a 
supporter  of  “insurrection,”  “draft-dodgers”  and 
“deserters,”  and 

Whereas,  the  Reader’s  Digest  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  magazine  in  America  and  admits 
no  letters-to-the-editor  or  reader’s  responses,  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  Hall  sites  for  opposition  the  WCC’s 
“Program  To  Combat  Racism”  as  the  cause  for 
criticism  and  fails  to  admit  that  racism  grants  of 
$200,000  in  1970  were  for  medical,  relief  and 
educational  programs,  not  for  arms,  or  that  special 
ministries  to  draft  and  military  exiles  in  Canada 
and  Sweden  have  never  recruited  or  promoted 
those  young  people  to  leave  the  U.  S.  A., 

Be  It  Resolved  by  the  1971  Assembly  of  the 
Florida  Council  of  Churches  that 

1.  We  protest  the  unjustified  attacks  of  the 
Reader’s  Digest  on  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  religious  leaders. 

2.  We  urge,  in  the  spirit  of  great  American 
journalism,  that  the  Reader’s  Digest  admit  beyond 
aneedotes. 

3.  We  encourage  the  member  state  and 
regional  bodies  of  churches  in  the  Florida  Council 
of  Churches  to  reaffirm  their  historic  relationship 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  present  the 
simple  facts  of  the  issue  and  program  under 
eriticism  by  Clarence  W.  Hall  in  his  “unsupported 
charges”  to  their  constituents  through  every 
available  means. 


gregation,  and  enlisting  new  teams. 

The  program  of  the  Florida  Council  of  Churches 
which  is  made  up  of  fourteen  participating  bodies,  is 
divided  among  eight  departments  and  commissions 
covering  a  wide  range  of  cooperative  endeavor.  Related, 
but  not  structurally  a  part  of  the  council,  are  the  Florida 
Christian  Migrant  Ministry  and  Church  Women  United. 
Both  agencies  make  reports  to  the  council  as  information 
in  common  concerns. 

Policy  statements  are  made  at  annual  meetings  which 
state  “the  position  of  the  Assembly”  on  issues  of  a  public 
nature.  One  of  the  statements  made  at  the  session  was  the 
recent  Reader’s  Digest  articles  concerning  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  This  statement  is  dealt  with  in  an 
article  in  this  issue  of  The  Florida  United  Methodist 
( Continued  on  page  7 i 


Elected  to  FCC  posts  are,  left,  Theodore  R.  Gibson, 
rector  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  Miami,  president: 
Mrs.  Bruce  Gray,  Hastings,  president-elect:  and  Carl  A. 
Driscoll,  Tampa,  vice  president. 

Officers  Elected  For 
Florida  Council  Of  Churches 

Mrs.  Bruce  Gray  of  Hastings,  former  president  of  the 
Florida  Conference  Women's  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  has  been  named  president-elect  of  the  Florida 
Council  of  Churches. 

Mrs.  Gray  will  be  installed  next  year  as  the  Council's 
first  woman  president. 

Other  new  officers  are  the  Rev.  Canon  Theodore  R. 
Gibson,  rector  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  in  Miami, 
president,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  A.  Dri.scoll  of  Tampa, 
secretary  of  the  Florida  Synod,  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  vice  president.  The  Rev.  Charles  L.  Landreth 
of  Tallahassee  was  elected  secretary  and  Bruce  G. 
Cheatum  of  Winter  Park,  treasurer.  The  Council's 
outgoing  secretary  is  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Temple,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bartow. 
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Newly  elected  officers  of  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  are,  from  left,  seated: 

Mrs.  Allen  Watson,  president, 
Mrs.  Willie  Pinesett,  vice 
president,  WSCS;  Mrs.  James 
Farr,  Sr.,  Melbourne,  secretary 
Mrs.  Donald  Crist,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  treasurer.  Standing,  Mrs. 
Frank  Latford,  Daytona  Beach, 
chairman,  WSG,  and  Mrs.  .4.M 
Pettis,  Gainesville,  secretary 
WSG. 


WSCS  And  WSG  Elect 
Officers  For  1972 

The  Florida  Conference  Women's  Societ\  of  Christian 
Service  and  Weslevan  Service  Guild  held  a  joint  meeting 
in  Lakeland  November  5,  6  at  which  time  officers  were 
elected  for  the  1972  fiscal  year. 

The  approximately  800  women  in  attendance  at  the 
annual  meeting  re-elected  Mrs.  Allen  Watson, 
Wildwood,  as  president  of  the  Women’s  Society,  and 
Mrs.  Willie  Pinesett,  Orlando,  as  vice  president. 

Mrs.  James  S.  Farr,  Sr.,  Melbourne,  was  elected  to 
serve  as  secretary  and  Mrs.  Donald  Crist,  St.  Petersburg, 
treasurer. 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild  officers  elected  were: 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Frank  Latford,  Daytona  Beach; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Pettis,  Gainesvilfe;  and  chairman 
of  the  nominating  committee,  Mrs.  Ada  Ruth  Southwell, 
Arcadia. 

Other  officers  elected  by  the  Women’s  Society 
included:  Spiritual  Growth,  Mrs.  J.  Ed  Smith,  Tampa; 
Christian  Social  Relations,  Mrs.  Hugh  Wilcox, 
Jacksonville;  Missionary  Education,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Cook, 
Jacksonville;  Program  Materials,  Mrs.  Joe  Tolle, 
Melbourne;  Committee  on  Nominations,  Mrs.  Don 
Coward.  Crescent  City;  Public  Relations,  Mrs.  D.  D. 
Richardson,  Miami;  Scholarship  Committee,  Mrs. 
Robert  ffooks.  Plant  City. 

Elected  to  serve  as  members-at-large  on  the 
Executive  Committee  were  Mrs.  Eleanor  Hurley, 
Jacksonville;  Mrs.  Sarah  McKnight,  Gainesville;  and 
Miss  Ressie  Bass,  Miami. 

Delegates  attending  the  meeting  heard  an  address  by 
Mrs.  Wayne  Harringtion,  vice  president  of  United 
Methodism's  Board  of  Missions  and  president  of  the 
women's  Division  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  Mrs. 
Harrington  served  as  resource  person  and  in  addition  to 
her  plai  'orm  address,  spent  considerable  time  in  dialogue 
and  conversation  answering  questions,  reporting  on 
actions  i'  ;  .  rr)  ,)f  Missions,  and  needs  facing  the 

chureh  aiu  ..omen  in  toda  's  world. 

Other  hiehliphts  of  the  conference  included  the 
•-■pening  CDmnmnii.n  .service  led  by  Bishop  James  W. 
Henkw  .and  ih._  pledge  service  arranged  by  treasurer  Mrs. 
V\  1^.  Te.^1.  le-  The  vv-amen  pledged  $368,328  for  missions 
f..,  -  he  xaar. 


Miss  Gene  Maxwell 

Women  Plan 
Leadership  Training 

The  Elorida  Conference  Women's  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  have  completed 
plans  for  the  leadership  training  sessions  to  be  held  at  the 
Lake  Y ale  Assembly  January  3-5. 

Designed  for  district  and  conference  officers,  the 
training  session  plans  call  for  emphasis  on  development 
as  a  person.  Leading  the  conference  as  resource  person 
will  be  Miss  Gene  E.  Maxwell  of  the  Women’s  Division 
staff  in  the  Evanston  Region,  Board  of  M  issions. 

M  iss  Maxwell  is  a  graduate  of  Scarritt  College  where 
she  received  a  Master’s  degree  in  Christian  Education. 
She  is  a  deaconness  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
a  certified  director  of  Christian  education. 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Penn.,  Miss  Maxwell  began 
her  work  with  the  Board  of  Missions  in  Wisconsin  where 
she  served  as  Church  and  Community  Worker.  She 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Women’s  Division  in  1960  as 
Secretary  of  Children’s  Work. 

Miss  Maxwell  is  a  consultative  member  of  the 
Program-Curriculum  Committee,  Section  for  Children, 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Ruih  Frey 


Meet  This  Year’s  Indian  Student 

Ruth  Frey  is  this  year's  student  from  India  at  Florida 
Southern  College  on  a  “love  offering”  scholarship 
sponsored  by  the  Florida  Conference  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

She  is  here  for  a  year  of  special  studies  after  attending 
Isabella  Thoburn  College  in  India,  a  lOI-year-old  Meth¬ 
odist  institution  for  women. 

When  Ruth  returns  home  she  hopes  to  be  able  to  open 
an  orphanage  or  perhaps  a  communitv  center  for  the 
underprivileged. 

Her  family  became  Christians  when  her  great 
grandfather  was  befriended  by  an  Englishman  named 
Frey,  and  he  changed  the  family  name. 

At  Florida  Southern,  Ruth  is  especially  interested  in 
educational  courses,  English  literature  and  geography, 
and  such  free  time  activities  as  music,  debating, 
dramatics,  and  intramural  games  for  coeds. 

Unlike  most  previous  Indian  students  at  Florida 
Southern,  she  seldom  wears  her  colorful  saris  around 
campus,  preferring  to  dress  like  the  other  coeds  because 
“they  are  more  comfortable  and  easier  to  take  care  of 
compared  to  our  saris,  which  must  be  ironed  every  day.” 

Miss  Frey  finds  FSC  “liberal”  compared  to  Indian 
Schools,  and  finds  the  college  has  more  helplul  aids  in  the 
way  of  audio-visuals,  reference  books,  and  more  areas  of 
specialization.  Professors  are  more  “relaxed  and  open,” 
she  says,  and  permit  more  classroom  discussion. 

She  also  .enjoys  the  food  at  Florida  Southern. 
“American  students  don’t  realize  how  well  off  they  are,” 
she  said  in  recalling  the  scarcity  of  food  in  many  sections 
of  India. 

She  has  pledged  a  social  sorority.  Delta  Zeta,  and 
likes  it. 


Board  Of  Laity  To  Nominate 
New  Lay  Leader  At  Meeting 

Nomination  of  a  new  Florida  Conference  la>  leader  to 
succeed  William  A.  Meadows,  .Ir.,  Miami,  next  .lune  will 
be  a  principal  order  of  business  at  the  January  1 5  meeting 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  at  Florida  .Southern 
College,  Lakeland. 

The  Discipline  requires  that  the  Conference  lay  leader 
be  nominated  by  the  Board  of  the  Laity,  by  written 
ballot,  and  elected  by  the  Annual  Conference. 

Meadows,  who  is  relinquishing  the  post  after  eight 
years  of  service,  said  nomination  of  a  new  lay  leader  at 
the  board’s  January  meeting  would  give  him  time  to 
become  familiar  with  his  responsibilities  prior  to  his 
formal  election  by  the  Annual  Conference  in  June. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  the  Laity,  in  addition  to 
general  officers,  include  district  lay  leaders  and  their 
associate  lay  leaders,  district  superintendents,  the 
Conference  presidents  of  United  Methodist  Men,  the 
Youth  Council  on  Ministries,  and  the  Women’s  .Society 
ofChristian  Service. 

United  Methodist  Giving 
In  Florida  Shows  Increase 

United  Methodists  of  Florida  gave  ten  percent  more  to 
mission  causes  outside  of  the  local  church  in  the  first  ten 
months  of  1971  than  in  the  same  months  of  1970. 
according  to  Leroy  Northrup  of  Lakeland,  United 
Methodist  Conference  central  treasurer. 

Substantial  increases  in  giving  were  shown  in  these 
funds:  Christian  Service  Fund,  including  World  Service, 
up  15%;  District  Work,  up  24%;  Florida  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Spanish  Ministry,  up  80%;  Ministerial  Education, 
up  20%;  and  the  United  Methodist  Student  Loan  Fund, 
up  340%! 

Nine-month  national  records  list  Florida  as  leading 
all  eleven  United  Methodist  areas  in  the  Southeast  in 
voluntary  mission  giving  to  both  overseas  relief  and 
national  missions. 

Florida  ranked  fourth  in  world  mission  giving  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1971.  Over  66%  of  the  annual 
conference  budget  apportionments  had  been  paid  by  the 
700  United  Methodist  churches  at  the  end  of  42  weeks  of 
this  year,  October  reports  showed.  This  1971  Christian 
Service  Fund  giving  was  an  increase  of  $279,000  over  the 
same  period  of  1 970. 

Conference  officials  predict  a  collection  rate  of  94  to 
95  percent  of  the  $3.2  million  budget  for  1971,  a  sharp 
reversal  of  the  downward  trend  in  giving  in  the  past 
several  years. 

FCC  Assembly 

I  Continued  from  page  S) 

written  by  Robert  M.  Temple,  Jr.,  tormer  secretarv  of 
the  Florida  Council  of  Churches  and  chairman  of 
Ecumenical  Affairs  for  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  a  new  ecumenical  venture,  the  Council  noted  its 
participation  in  an  October  31  special  edition  ol  the 
Florida  Catholic,  observing  the  450th  anniversary  of  the 
event  which  separated  the  Christian  church  into  two 
groups. 

The  1972  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  First  Christian 
Church  in  Ocala  on  October  24-25. 
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Christ  centered 

Evaluate  successes  and  failure 
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Sell  yourself  on  the  idea. 

Understand  importance  oF  regular  attendance 


learn,  love. 
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f'his  trio  of  IVesi  Falni  Beach  youths,  left.  Laddie  Jones,  Scott  Irwin  and 
Delann  Rawls,  washed  windows  in  the  Hardee  County  Spanish  Ministry  Day 
Care  Center  at  Zolfo  Springs,  as  part  of  a  youth  work  weekend. 
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^CHURCH  IN  ACTION^ 


Youth  Who  Care  .  .  . 

Or  H  ow  To  Spend  A  Weekend 


This  story  com  .s  from  Mrs.  Audrey  Vickers  who  is  a  full 
time  “newshen”  (with  the  Palm  Beach  Times),  president 
of  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  her 
church  (First  United  Church,  West  Palm  Beach),  but 
most  of  all  a  woman  who  knows,  understands,  and  loves 
young  people! 

Mrs.  Vickers’  story  about  the  way  a  group  of 
UMYF's  spent  a  weekend  appeared  in  the  Palm 
Beach  Times.  Here  it  is: 

About  25  young  people  recently  traveled  nearly  300 
miles  round  trip  “doing  their  thing”  but  with  a 
significant  difference:  They  were  doing  it  for  others! 

The  young  people  from  First  United  Church,  West 
Palm  Beach,  decided  to  share  their  “work  talents”  and 


help  a  former  local  minister  and  his  wife  ready  a  day-care 
center  tor  an  intlux  of  Spanish-speaking  migrant  children 
at  Zolfo  Springs  in  Hardee  County. 

Under  the  direction  of  their  youth  coordinator,  Guy 
Hufman,  the  young  people  planned  their  menus,  packed 
their  sleeping  bags,  brought  their  own  cleaning  rags  and 
paint  brushes  and  set  out  late  Friday  for  Zolfo  Springs. 

They  were  met  there  by  the  Rev.  Cesar  Benitez, 
lormerl)  a  pastor  to  a  local  Spanish-speaking  congrega¬ 
tion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Benitez  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
Spanish  Ministry  in  Hardee  County  as  well  as  pastor  of 
the  Zolfo  Springs  church. 

I  he  da\-care  center  is  composed  of  a  complex 
containing  a  new,  concrete  block  structure  for  ihe 
children:  :  tiny  frame  cottage  lor  the  center  director, 
Mrs  (  dIviiki  Colon  of  West  Palm  Beach;  a  frame 
building  where  used  clothing  is  provided  for  the  migrant 
lamilies,  and  a  very  large,  heavily  grassed  yard. 

I  h‘  '  I  indows,  bathrooms  and  a  kitchen  to 
clean;  cribs,  tables  md  rhairs  to  be  painted;  a  playground 
s  :'  l  and  move;  drapes  to  hang;  and 
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Benitez's  dilemma  was  simple  thi 
ion  was  in  the  North  en  route  t( 
'■  i'--  '.ailed  upon  to  help.  He  and  hi: 


wife  Marion  had  performed  much  of  the  post¬ 
construction  work  and  furniture-moving  themselves. 

When  news  of  his  plight  reached  the  local  Youth 
Fellowships  both  junior  and  senior  high  school 
age-  the  work  party  materialized  quickly. 

Workers  slept  inside  the  center  on  the  floor.  On 
Saturday  the  job  of  cleaning,  painting,  mowing,  etc.,  was 
accomplished.  When  the  teen-agers  left  -less  than  24 
hours  later  the  center  stood  polished  and  shining,  neatly 
arranged  with  its  spotless  furniture  and  a  small  but  loving 
Christian  staff  ready  to  meet  its  tiny  occupants  this  week. 

According  to  Mrs.  Vickers,  who  headlined  her  article 
“A  Sparkle  Put  in  Day  Center” -  some  of  the  sparkle 
traveled  home  with  the  young  people  who  were  obviously 
impressed  and  full  of  gratitude  for  having  the 
opportunity  for  seeing  and  doing  something  construc¬ 
tive  and  loving! 


The  weekend  work  group  from  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  West  Palm  Beach  shown  in  front  of 
Spanish  Day  Care  Center,  Zolfo  Springs. 
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Concern,  Effort  Can 
Make  A  Difference 

Two  years  ago  the  commission  on  education  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Brandon  discovered  that 
while  church  membership  had  increased  13%,  the  Sunday 
School  attendance  had  declined  three  percent! 

These  alarming  figures  were  the  stimulus  for  the 
commission  to  evaluate  its  program  and  to  make  a 
concerted  effort  to  prevent  further  decline. 

The  chairman  of  the  commission  on  education.  Boh 
Hines,  proposed  a  campaign  slogan  Lend  a 
Finger  Receive  a  Hand.  Five  Sundays  in  March  and 
April  were  set  aside  for  the  campaign  with  the  emphasis 
on  encouraging  adult  members  of  the  congregation  who 
were  not  involved  in  Sunday  School,  along  with  inactive 
children  and  youth,  to  pledge  themselves  to  attend 
Sunday  School  for  these  five  Sundays. 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  Ray  Harrison, 
started  the  campaign  by  preaching  on  the  importance  of 
Christian  education.  At  tne  conclusion  of  the  service,  the 
congregation  was  invited  to  sign  pledge  cards  which 
indicated  their  decision  to  attend  Sunday  School  for  the 
five  Sundays  of  the  campaign.  A  stub  on  the  card  was 
torn  off  and  passed  down  the  aisle  to  ushers  who  placed 
them  on  the  altar  of  the  church  for  dedication. 

Each  person  signing  a  pledge  card  had  a  picture  of  a 
hand  with  the  dates  of  the  five  Sundays  noted  on  the  five 
fingers,  and  they  wore  these  on  their  lapels  around  the 
church. 

The  goal  was  to  have  a  20%  increase,  but  there  was  a 
40%  increase!  The  skeptics  predicted  that  the  attendance 
increase  would  be  short-lived,  but  experience  has  proved 
that  the  increase  has  never  dropped  below  the  40%  in  the 
two  years  following  the  cam.paign.  When  the  campaign 
started  the  average  attendance  at  Sunday  School  was 
298.  The  average  attendance  for  the  last  three  Sundays 
has  been  526! 

A  growing  church  in  a  growing  community  came  to 
the  realization  that  their  Sunday  School  could  decline 
and  die  just  as  a  church  can  decline  and  die. 

Concern,  effort  and  enthusiasm,  with  quality 
education,  is  the  secret  of  continuing  growth. 


Music  His  Medium  — 

Christ  His  Message 

When  the  Junaluska  Singers  were  called  to  the  meeting 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  James  B.  Overton,  a  re¬ 
cently  retired  Army  Lt. 

Col.,  stepped  into  their 
place  for  the  Candler 
Camp  Meeting  and  Con¬ 
ference  on  Evangelism  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  at 
their  recent  summer 
meeting. 

Mr.  Overton  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Lake  for 
the  Western  N.  C.  Lay¬ 
man’s  Conference  where 
2500  laymen  gave  him  a 
standing  ovation  in  ap¬ 
preciation  of  his  music. 

Born  in  Birmingham, 

Ala.,  Mr.  Overton  was 
“reared”  in  the  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  Methodist  Church. 

He  received  degrees  from 
Auburn  University  and  Llorida  State  University,  with  a 
major  in  business  administration  and  a  minor  in  music. 

While  serving  in  the  Air  Force  he  wuo  ely 

affiliated  with  the  Chaplain's  Associ  '  and 

participated  in  all  the  major  oratorios.  He  is  ui  home 
singing  the  most  classical  oratorios  as  well  as 
contemporary  and  traditional  styles  of ‘gospel’  music.  He 
confesses,  “My  personal  preference  has  always  been  the 
meaningful  messages  fround  in  good  gospel  song.” 

He  was  chosen  by  the  Chaplain’s  Association  to  be 
soloist  for  the  Billy  Graham  Christmas  visit  to  Vietnam 
in  1968. 

Since  retiring  from  the  Air  Force,  Mr.  Overton  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  twenty-five  revival  meetings, 
crusades,  and  special  song  concerts.  He  is  available  for 
local  church  and  community  engagements. 

Mr.  Overton  is  presently  living  in  Fort  Walton  Beach, 

Fla. 


James  B.  Overton 


A  New  Way  Of  Touching 

Ministers  of  the  Coral  Gables  United  Methodist  Church 
are  using  a  new  way  to  “touch”  the  lives  of  members  of 
their  congregation. 

In  November  the  ministers,  the  Rev.  David  Scoates, 
the  Rev.  J.  Barclay  Jackson  and  the  Rev.  William  W. 
Cleveland,  will  begin  a  series  of  Pastor’s  Seminars.  The 
seminars  will  be  held  two  weeks  in  succession  on  either 
Monday,  Tuesday  or  Thursday  evenings. 

Small  groups  of  members  of  the  congregation  will 
receive  special  invitations  to  attend  the  informal 
meetings.  In  the  words  of  the  ministers,  “We  are  doing 
this  because  of  our  feeling  that  we  need  to  be  in  ‘touch’ 
with  you,  give  you  all  a  chance  to  ‘bend  our  ears’  and,  in 
general,  get  to  know  you  better.” 

The  pastors  hasten. to  say  that  this  series  of  seminars 
will  in  no  way  serve  as  a  substitute  to  regbUar  pastoral 
visitation,  but  will  provide  a  different  setting  for  pastoral 
care. 

Because  of  the  large  membership  of  the  Coral  Gables 
church  ministers  know  that  it  will  take  some  time  to 
involve  everyone,  but  they  hope  that  members  will 
respond  and  attend  the  seminars. 


Christmas  Offers  Special 
Opportunity  For  Giving 

For  several  years  now  churches  and  individuals  in  the 
Florida  Conference  have  used  Christmas  as  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  special  gift  to  outreach  and 
mission  in  lieu  of  sending  personal  Christmas  cards. 

Although  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  this  a 
conference-wide  project,  an  increasing  number  of  persons 
are  moving  to  this  kind  of  observance. 

At  the  Peeler  Memorial  Church  in  Jacksonville,  they 
are  continuing  this  practice  which  they  call  “Giving  in  the 
Spirit  of  Christmas.”  We  know  that  many  other  churches 
are  following  in  the  footsteps  of  Peeler  or  vice 
versa  -  and  we  would  like  to  hear  from  these  churches. 
We  might  even  have  an  ‘honor  roll’  listing. 
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Memorable  Experience  For  Laym( 


This  year's  October  series  of  four  weekend  Spiritual  Life 
Retreats  for  United  Methodist  Men  at  the  Leesburg 
Youth  Camp,  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity,  set  a  new  record  for  attendance. 

Back  in  .lune  the  advance  registration  reached  the 
camp's  maximum  capacity  of  2,200  reservations  for  the 
four  weekends  and  nearby  motels  had  to  be  used  for  the 
overllow. 

The  Leesburg  retreats  for  Florida  laymen  started  23 
years  ago  as  a  single  weekend  program,  and  gradually 
expanded  to  four  successive  weekends  in  response  to  the 
interest  of  United  Methodist  Men  in  getting  away  frorn 
their  da\-to-day  routine  and  renewing  their  spiritual  life 
in  the  tranquil  setting  of  a  lakeside  camp. 

We  present  some  pictorial  glimpses  of  this  year’s 
retreats  which  give  a  partial  idea  of  what  makes  this  lay 
program  significant. 


Many  laymen  choose  the  woodsy  setting 
of  the  lakeside  altar  at  the  end  oj  the  “Path 
of  Silence"  for  their  moments  of  meditation. 


Song  time  is  always  one  of  the  high  inspirational  points 
of  the  United  Methodist  Men’s  retreats  at  the  Leesburg 
Youth  Camp,  and  Charles  Selph  { below)  is  a  master  at 
getting  a  rousing  response.  Foursome  at  right 
headed  special  music  at  year's  first  retreat:  from 
left:  Pianist  Ray  McDonough.  Soloists  Frank  Jacobs, 
the  Rev.  Rod  Ruby,  and  Selph. 


In  picture  at  right  Jack  C.  Inman,  Orlando  lawyer  and 
businessman  who  is  new  director  of  the  lay  retreats, 
discussed  the  program  with  William  A.  Meadows.  Jr.. 

{ right  j  M iami.  Conference  lay  leader. 
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Outdoor  group  sessions  are  always  highlights  of  the 
retreats,  such  as  this  one  led  by  the  Rev.  Ben  Johnson  of 
Atlanta,  founder  and  director  of  the  Institute  of  Church 
Renewal. 

ROTC  Now  Voluntary 
4t  Florida  Southern 

ROTC  is  no  longer  a  required  subjecl  for  Florida 
Southern  College  male  freshmen  and  sophomores. 

Dr.  Charles  T.  Thrift,  .Ir.,  FSC  president,  said  the 
decision  to  end  mandatory  ROTC  participation  was 
made  last  year,  to  become  effective  this  fall,  in 
consultation  with  the  army's  representative.  Col. 
Kenneth  Webber,  professor  of  military  science  and 
commanding  officer  of  the  ROTC  program. 

“The  transition  to  a  voluntary  program  has  been 
smooth,  and  student  and  faculty  support  has  been 
excellent,”  Dr.  Thrift  said. 

“When  compared  to  the  experience  of  other  colleges 
which  have  changed  from  a  mandatory  to  a  voluntary 
ROTC  program,  Florida  Southern  did  much  better  in  the 
enrollment  of  sophomores  and  freshmen,”  he  added, 
reporting  that  118  FSC  students  are  in  the  program, 
including  3  1  juniors  in  the  advanced  courses  for  potential 
careers  as  military  officers.  In  addition,  23  students  from 
Polk  Community  College  in  nearby  Bartow  are  also 
taking  ROTC  training  at  FSC. 

Dr.  Thrift  said  the  army  has  awarded  14  FSC 
students  ROTC  scholarships  valued  at  $2,500  annually 
for  tuition,  fees,  books  and  subsistence. 


The  Florida  Conference  Program  Council  in  their  fall 
neeting  at  the  Leesburg  Youth  Camp. 
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Sexton  Book  Listed 
As  ‘Must’  Reading 

It  may  not  hit  the  best-seller  list,  but  Listening  to  the 
Church  by  Virgil  Wesley  Sexton  (Abingdon  Press,  $2.75) 
ought  to  be  required  reading  for  every  concerned  United 
Methodist. 

So  said  Bishop  Eugene  Frank,  writing  in  the  Missouri 
Methodist  October  issue.  The  158-page  book  grows  out 
of  months  of  intensive  study  and  listening  to  grassroots 
opinions  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Sexton,  who  is 
assistant  secretary  for  planning  for  the  church’s  Pro¬ 
gram  Council. 

The  book,  in  effect,  is  a  report  back  to  the  church  on 
what  church  members  have  been  saying  about  general 
trends,  issues  and  church  needs  as  they  see  them  for  the 
70’s. 

“I  have  waited  a  long  time  for  this  book,”  Bishop 
Frank  wrote.  “After  reading  and  contemplating  it,  I 
believe  it  is  a  realistic  profile  of  grass  roots  opinion. 
Many  of  you  will  find  yourselves  in  this  book.” 

The  October  issue  of  The  Interpreter  gives  some  of 
the  flavor  of  the  Sexton  book  by  reprinting  the 
introduction  to  the  volume,  written  by  Bishop  W.  Ralph 
Ward  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  president  of  the  Program 
Council,  and  the  final  chapter. 

Editor  James  M.  Wall  of  Christian  Advocate  devotes 
his  leading  editorial  in  the  October  14  issue  to  Dr. 
Sexton’s  book  and  some  of  the  questions  it  raises, 
especially  the  tension  between  self-determination  and 
expert  guidance. 

Across  the  church,  other  leaders  and  editors  are 
commenting  upon  it  editorially  or  in  their  public 
addresses.  The  book  is  receiving  much  well-deserved 
attention. 

In  popular  language,  the  book  reports  reactions  from 
the  field  as  discovered  through  more  than  100  hearings, 
some  2,000  tear-sheet  questionnaires  returned  from  an 
earlier  issue  o1  The  Interpreter  and  22,000  longer  field 
instruments  used  by  individuals  and  various  groupings. 

Responses  have  been  phenomenal.  One  bishop  called 
it  “the  widest  response  that  I  have  ever  observed  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  or  in  the  former  Methodist 
Church.  I  am  astounded  —  and  pleased.” 

One  of  the  results  of  the  studies  that  surprises  the 
reader  — and  which  admittedly  surpri.sed  the  author 
himself  is  the  revelation  that  there  are  no  radical 
regional  differences  on  denominational  priorities  for  the 
70’s. 

Some  of  the  “churchly  priorities”  the  study  reveals 
are:  more  lay  involvement  at  all  levels  of  decision 
making,  seeking  commitment  to  God  and  a  resulting 
commitment  to  service,  dealing  with  the  crisis  in 
professional  ministry,  clarifying  communication 
channels  in  the  church,  and  the  need  for  more 
opportunities  to  designate  funds. 

Anyone  who  reads  the  book  carefully  will  sense  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  Dr.  Sexton  and  the  Program  Council’s 
Division  of  Coordination,  Reseaich  and  Planning  to 
avoid  any  handed-down  program.  As  Bishop  Ward  puts 
it  in  his  introduction,  “In  this  study  the- grass  roots  have 
been  reliably  heard  from  and  a  plan  of  action  has  ‘come 
up’  rather  than  being  ‘handed  down’.” 

Prom  United  Methodist  Information 
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i  uncral  services  lor  the  Rev.  William  B.  Mundy,  60, 
vMcielv-known  pastor  and  former  Florida  Southern 
C  ollege  official,  were  held  November  I  I  in  Lakeland  at 
the  Wesley  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  where 
he  served  as  pastor  from  1947  to  1930. 

He  died  unexpectedly  November  S  in  Apalachicola 
while  en  route  to  Pensacola  to  take  part  in  a  high  school 
"college  night"  program. 

Since  June,  1970,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mundy  had  served  as 
Florida  representative  and  assistant  to  the  president  ol 
Andrew  College,  Cuthbert,  Ga.,  a  United  Methodist 
junior  college. 

•A  native  of  Buchanan,  Va.,  and  a  graduate  ot  Florida 
Southern,  he  transferred  to  the  Florida  Conference  in 
1936  and  for  the  next  14  years  served  pastorates  at 
Pinecastle-Conw'ay,  Callahan,  Dania,  Key  West,  Miami 
and  Lakeland. 

In  19.33,  after  serving  three  years  as  Conference 
evangelist,  he  joined  the  staff  of  Florida  Southern  as 
director  of  alumni  relations,  and  later  served  as  director 
of  admissions  and  counseling.  While  at  Florida  Southern 
he  also  served  as  pastor  of  the  Ridge  Manor  Church, 
Lakeland  District.  He  took  sabbatical  leave  in  1970  to 
work  for  Andrew  College. 

Survivors  include  his  widow,  Mrs.  Julia  Sessions 
Mund\  of  Lakeland;  two  sons,  Allen  of  Tallahassee  and 
\V  avne  of  Bartow. 


[)r.  Claude  Thompson,  63,  professor  at  Candler  School 
ol  Theolog>,  Emor\  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  a 
member  of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference,  died  Oct.  16 
after  a  lingering  illness. 

Dr.  Thompson  was  born  in  Maryland,  fie  received 
his  education  at  Asbury  College,  Wilmore.  Ky.,  and  at 
Drew  Universitv ,  Madison,  N.  J. 

In  1932  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sue  Chapman 
Lovelace,  who  survives  him.  He  is  also  survived  by  three 
daughters.  Mrs.  Robert  Casey  of  Virginia,  Mrs.  Charles 
Stevenson  of  Tucker,  Georgia  and  Mrs.  William 
't'oungblood  of  M  Nsissippi. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Durham  Chapel, 
Candler  School  of  Theology  with  Dean  James  Laney  and 
Dean  Mack  Stokes  officiating.  Members  of  the  faculty 
served  as  pallbearers.  Interment  was  at  Decatur,  Ga. 


W  ord  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  T.  A. 
Ferguson  October  18  in  Tallahas.see. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson,  who  retired  in  1933,  was  a 
member  of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference.  He  had  made 
his  home  in  Tallahassee  with  his  daughter  since  his 
retirement. 

His  daughter.  Miss  Allie  Ferguson,  is  his  sole- 
survivor.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  Tallahassee  with 
Dr.  (leorge  Foster,  the  Rev.  I.ee  Rustin  and  District 
Superintendent  Robert  Chapman,  offieiating.  Interment 
was  in  Quincy,  Florida. 
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School  Of  Christian  Mission 
Committee  Begins  Plans  for  1972 

The  Steering  Committee  for  the  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission  met  recently  at  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Lakeland  to  set  up  plans  for  the  1972  school 
which  is  scheduled  for  July  21-28. 

Mrs.  George  Carlton  and  Judge  P.  B.  Revels,  both  of 
Palatka,  will  again  serve  as  deans  and  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Tisdale,  Jacksonville,  will  serve  as  treasurer. 

Two  registrars  have  been  selected  for  the  weekend, 
Mrs.  Charles  Monson,  and  the  week-school,  Mrs.  Owen 
Flowers.  Responsibility  for  literature  and  resources  has 
been  assigned  to  Mrs.  Joe  Tolle,  with  Mrs.  Ruby 
Johnson  and  Mrs.  John  Wilson  named  as  secretaries. 

The  seminars  will  be  coordinated  by  the  Rev.  Jim 
Baugher  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Wilcox  will  direct  housing.  The 
Rev.  J.  P.  Floyd,  Council  staff  member  and  coordinator 
of  youth  ministries,  is  guiding  plans  for  the  youth  who 
attend  the  school  and  will  be  making  detailed 
announcements  at  a  later  date. 

A  special  mission  emphasis  is  planned  for  Saturday 
and  Thursday  evenings  during  the  school.  Assisting  with 
this  part  of  the  program  will  be  the  Rev.  Billy  Starnes, 
Atlanta,  director  of  the  Advance  for  the  Southeastern 
J  Lirisdiction. 


An  Important  Date  That 
Is  Just  Around  The  Corner 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Knox,  coordinator  of  Florida  United 
Methodism's  Spanish  Ministry,  reminds  us  that 
January  16  is  the  Sunday  set  by  the  Florida  Conference 
for  the  annual  Spanish  Ministry  Sunday  offering. 

Informational  and  promotional  materials  have  been 
distributed  throughout  the  conference.  District 
missionary  secretaries  have  additional  brochures, 
offering  envelopes,  etc.,  in  case  the\  are  needed. 


United  Methodism  A  National  Church 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  the  most  inclusive 
religious  group  in  America.  In  contrast  with  most 
denominations,  it  has  no  pronounced  regional  bias,  it  is 
not  a  Northern  church  nor  a  Southern  church;  nor  an 
Eastern  or  Western  church.  It  is  truly  a  national  church. 

II  the  United  Methodist  Church  had  no  white 

members,  it  would  be  the  seventh  largest  Negro 
denomination  in  the  country.  There  are  more  black 
members  ol  our  church  than  there  are  in  the 
Presbyterian,  Episcopalian,  flnited  Church  of  Christ, 
American  Baptist  and  Southern  Baptist  denominations 
combined. 

II  the  United  MethrKlisl  Church  had  no  white 

members  and  noNegro  members  it  would  be  the  largest 
red  denomination  in  the  countr\.  There  are  more 

American  Indians  belonging  to  our  church  than  any 
other  church  in  the  counlrv  . 

II  the  United  Methodist  Church  had  no  white 

members,  nor  black  or  red  members,  it  would  be  the 
largest  yellow  denomination  m  the  country.  It  is 
estimated  that  one-hall  ol  all  Japanese-Americans  who 
are  Christians  belong  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

li  the  United  Methodist  Church  had  no  English- 
speaking  members,  it  would  be  the  third  larsiest  Spanish- 
speaking  denomination  in  the  countr\ . 
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An  Invitation 

To  Discipleship 
According  To  Matthew 

Here  is  an  opportunilv  for  enriching  your  underslanding 
of  discipleship,  engaging  in  a  Bible  study  like  you  have 
never  been  in  before,  and  sharing  in  the  kind  of  Christian 
fellowship  that  can  take  place  at  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  Camp,  l,eesburg,  F'lorida. 

On  the  weekend  of  Februa  ry  IX-2(),  1972,  youth  from 
over  the  state  will  gather  to  study  the  Gospel  according  to 
Matthew  and  to  share  in  a  very  unusual  weekend  of  Bible 
study  and  encounter.  Outstanding  leaders  from  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  will  be  sharing  in  this 
weekend  where  the  Gospel  will  challenge  us  to  examine 
our  reason  for  being  the  church,  and  the  significance  of 
discipleship  in  the  now  generation. 

Application  blanks  will  be  coming  to  you  in  the 
Coordinated  Mail  and  Doorways.  Put  this  date  on  your 
calendar  and  look  lor  additional  information  in  all  of  our 
publications.  It  will  be  a  great  time  to  talk  to  Matthew 
about  mission. 

Conference  AV  Library 
Acquires  Technology  Films 

Two  provocative  films  to  assist  local  churches  in 
interpreting  the  significance  of  man  in  our  technological 
age  are  available  for  rental  from  the  Conference  audio¬ 
visual  library.  Both  films  are  animated  cartoon  type  in 
color  and  are  primariK  thought  and  discussion  provoking 
types  of  films. 

Homo  Homini,  which  runs  for  eleven  minutes,  is  a 
highly  dramatic  allegorical  tale  of  man  and  his 
technology.  A  sensation  of  color  and  music  add  to  the 
mysteriousness  of  the  scientific  inquiry  along  with  the 
lawesome  responsibility  for  its  right  and  reverent  use.  The 
film  depicts  a  scientist  of  the  future  asking  questions 
about  our  present  civilization,  especially  the  questions 
concerning  transportation,  food,  the  meaning  of  love,  the 
understanding  of  community  and  human  relations.  The 
computer  brain  finally  explodes  under  the  pressure  of  not 
being  able  to  give  answers  to  man’s  inhumanity  to  man. 
The  film  ends  with  a  sign  of  hope  that  places  the 
respoYisibility  for  the  future  in  our  hands. 

The  second  film,  Acceleration,  is  a  brief  two-minute 
witticism  which  satirizes  progress  from  primitive  time  to 
the  space  age.  It  also  raises  the  question  about  man’s 
progress  and  what  we  have  accomplished  with  all  of  our 
technology. 

These  two  films  are  a  must  in  guiding  you  in  a  re¬ 
interpretation  and  re-evaluation  of  technology,  science 
and  the  Christian  doctrine  of  man. 

LJN-Washington  Seminar 
For  Youth  Still  Open 

The  annual  UN-Washington  Seminar  on  Peace  &  World 
)rder  for  Youth,  scheduled  January  28  through 
'ebruary  5,  1972,  in  New  York  and  Washington,  is  still 
ipen  to  receive  applications.  Application  blanks  were 
nailed  in  the  September  Coordinated  Mail  and 
dditional  application  forms  are  available  from  the 
Conference  office. 

This  is  one  of  the  finest  opportunities  for  youth  to 


participate  in  briefings  concerning  the  China  question, 
the  role  of  UNHSCO  in  world  education,  the  condition  of 
our  environment  with  special  emphasis  on  the  new  UN 
agency  on  global  ecology,  and  the  continuous  work  for 
peace  engaged  in  by  our  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns  on  Capitol  Hill.  The  seminar  provides 
opportunity  lor  visiting  with  senators  and  congressmen 
from  your  districts  and  from  our  state,  opportunities  for 
Broadway  theater,  sightseeing,  and  a  close  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship.  We  must  have  applications  in  before  January  I . 

Write  today  lor  additional  information  to  the  Rev.  .1. 
P.  Floyd,  P.  O.  Box  70,  l.akcland,  Fla.  33802. 


The  Florida 
Conference 

Reading 

Fellowship 

You  can't  read  all  the  books  that  are  published! 
Neither  can  the  members  of  your  church.  But  you 
can  know  what  your  fellow  Floridians  are  reading 
and  what  they  think  about  the  books  they  read,  so 
you  can  make  your  selections  with  care. 

The  Florida  Conference  Reading  Fellowship, 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Committee  on  Pub¬ 
lishing  Interests,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Cokesbury,  publishes  a  quarterly  Book  Review 
Bulletin  Insert  written  entirely  by  Florida  Methodists. 

You  may  receive  these  inserts,  in  quantity,  free  of 
charge.  Your  only  obligation  is  to  distribute  them  to 
your  people,  and  forward  the  orders  that  come  in. 
You  incur  no  financial  risk.  Complete  and  mail  the 
following  order  blank  to  Bill  Gosey,  Cokesbury,  201 
8th  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  (If  you  are  already 
receiving  the  Reading  Fellowship  bulletin  inserts  in 
the  proper  quantities,  do  not  reorder.) 

I-* - -  Order  Blank - • 

Florida  Conference  Reading  Fellowship  I 

Please  send  the  Florida  Conference  Reading  Fellow-  | 
ship  bulletin  inserts  in  the  quantities  indicated:  | 

Name  of  Church  Mailing  Address  i 

Quantity;  Winter  Spring  i 

Summer _  Fall  1 

This  is  a  new  order;  revised  order  ' 

Name  of  person  sending  order  I 

Position  in  Church _  Tel.  I 

Mailing  Address _  | 

_ J 


DECEMBER,  1971 


15 


United  Methodist 
World  Service 

loc  Pearsons,  who  recently  I'inished  serving  three  years  as  a 
la\  agricultural  missionary  lor  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in’Kapit.  Sarawak,  discusses  some  aspects  of  his  niinistry  with 
the  pastor  ul  the  church  in  Kapit.  A  new  World  Service  lilm, 
"Do  'i \)u  know  M\  Name'.'  "  leatures  work  done  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  I’carsons  and  tells  something  of  the  philosophy  behind 
their  three  \ears  ofmissionarN  service.  ( harl  K.  Wood) 


^3reiJess 
hokse 


Awareness  House,  located  m 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  is  the  home  of  a 
unique  drug  education 
program  which  is  run  by 
former  drug  users  and  addicts. 
The  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  so 
favorably  impressed  by  this 
program  that  it  has  chosen  to 
support  and  encourage  the 
work  done  here.  Scenes  from 
Awareness  House  are  shown  in 
a  newly  released  film  about 
United  Methodist  World 
Service,  "Do  You  Know  M\ 
Name'.’"  (harl  K.  Wood) 


Tell  them  how 


o  CO 

Use  the  Parish  Paper 
SERVICE 
22  times  a  year. 


FREE  SAMPLE  AND 
INFORMATION 

Send  me  a  sample  of  the  Parish  Paper 
Service  as  (checl<  one)— 

Stencil,  A.  B.  Dick 
Stencil,  Gestetner 
Si'sncil.  Rex  Rotary  7-hole 
ReprocJur.i  ■  proof 
Pre;  -  • '  :  •  r  opies  free) 

No- 


Address  .  . 


Mail  !  ,  Parish  Paper  Service, 

■nn  of  l-is  r  •:  ;  1200  Davis  St., 

Evansli  n,  hi  r,0201 


(UT 
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to  have  your  family  together  under  the  big  blue  sky 
better  way  to  live  —  living  daily  with  God. 


to  find  the 


Daily  devotions  in  The  Upper  Room  will  help  .  .  .  help  give  you  more  re¬ 
sponsive  and  meaningful  family  relationships  .  .  .  more  communication 
with  God  and  a  better  understanding  of  the  important  things  in  life  .  .  . 
especially  with  your  family  on  vacatiem  and  out  of  doors. 


Try  the  new  Ten  Plan  .  ,  .  one  copy  of  this  devotional  guide  for  yourself 
and  one  for  each  of  nine  friends  or  acquaintances  that  you  would  like 
to  help  enjoy  the  spiritual  blessings  daily  devotions  can  bring.  Ten  or 
more  copies  of  one  issue  to  one  address  only  15^  each,  $9.00  for  a  full 
year.  If  you  will  send  your  order  with  payment  in  advance,  we  will  send 
60  special-sized  envelopes  for  mailing  to  the  persons  you  want  to  help. 


Order  from; 

THE  UPPER  ROOM 
1908  Grand  Avenue 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
37203 


JANUARY 

1972 
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Spanish  Ministry  Offering  Set  for  Jan.  16; 
Fuster  School  Shows  Type  of  Work  Done 


The  Florida  Conference  has  set  aside  January  16  as 
Spanish  Ministry  Sunday  throughout  the  state. 

All  churches  are  urged  to  give  special  emphasis  to  the 
work  of  the  Spanish  Ministry  and  to  take  a  special 
offering  for  the  continuation  of  this  vital  mission  thrust. 

The  Spanish  Ministry  provides  for  pastoral  support, 
youth  work,  day  care  programs,  family  and  employment 
counseling,  medical  assistance,  a  ministry  to  farm 
workers,  a  chaplain  to  incoming  refugees,  summer 
enrichment  to  inner  city  children,  community  develop¬ 
ment  and  a  number  of  other  services  to  the  400,000 
hispanic  people  of  Florida. 

One  of  the  outstanding  examples  of  this  kind  of 
creative  service  in  the  inner  city  is  the  Fuster  Memorial 
School  at  the  Tamiami  Church  in  Miami. 

This  bi-lingual,  bi-cultural  school  serves  some  150 
children  from  kindergarten  to  the  fourth  grade. 

There  are  thousands  of  children  and  youth  in  our 
state  who  cannot  read  and  write  their  mother  tongue, 
Spanish.  The  English  language,  in  which  they  have  more 
skill  in  speaking,  they  cannot  read!  This  frequently 


causes  them  to  do  poorly  in  a  second  language  in  which 
they  feel  unsure. 

Spanish  is  a  phonetic  language.  It  has  been 
discovered  that  children  in  the  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh 
grades  who  are  given  a  crash  course  in  reading  Spanish 
make  marked  improvements  in  reading  English.  Many 
hispanic  children  are  far  behind  in  their  ability  to  read 
English,  thus  they  are  behind  in  all  their  courses. 

The  Fuster  School  operates  on  the  premise  that  if  a 
child  learns  his  mother  tongue  first  and  gains  confidence 
in  himself,  reading  becomes  a  pleasure.  Then  he  is  able  to 
move  very  quickly  into  a  second  language  and  do  better 
in  that  second  language  than  he  would  have  done  starting 
with  that  language  alone. 

Often,  too,  if  a  child  is  forced  to  read  and  speak 
English  alone,  he  begins  to  get  the  impression  that  his 
first  language  and  background  are  inferior.  Then  he 
begins  to  feel  different,  or  inferior.  The  loss  of  identity 
causes  all  sorts  of  emotional  problems. 

Fuster  School  helps  the  children  know  the  richness  of 
their  own  hispanic  background  while  giving  them  a  keen 
appreciation  of  U.  S.  history  and  heritage. 

Some  of  the  children  come  with  reading  and 
emotional  problems.  Small  classes  make  individual 
attention  possible. 

Mr.  Don  Hancock,  a  Fund  for  Reconciliation 
volunteer,  with  skills  in  this  field,  gives  special,  individual 
attention  to  these  children.  The  school  finds  that  children 
can  learn  two  languages  as  easily  as  one.  When  they 
finish  the  fourth  grade  at  Fuster  School  they  are  well 
prepared  for  public  school. 

The  school  is  named  in  honor  of  the  late  Bishop 
Angel  E.  Fuster  of  Cuba,  an  outstanding  world  Christian 
leader.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Hilda  Fuster,  is  employed  at  the 
United  Methodist  Building  in  Lakeland  as  head  of  the 
audio-visual  library. 

In  addition  to  full  courses  in  English  and  Spanish,  the 
Fuster  School  also  conducts  courses  in  Bible  and 
Christian  literature. 

This  school  is  only  one  of  the  projects  of  the  Florida 
Spanish  Ministry. 
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Refugees  ‘Worst 
Human  Tragedy’ 

A  special  offering  to  assist  East  Pakistan  refugees  fleeing 
into  India  will  be  received  January  9  across  the  10,500- 
member  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  call  for  the  offering  was  issued  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  in  their  recent  meeting  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Concurrence  in  the  call  has  been  given  by  the  Council  on 
World  Service  and  Finance  in  Evanston,  Ill.  The 
minimum  goal  of  the  offering  is  $  1 ,000,000. 

The  mass  exodus  of  more  than  9,500,000  refugees 
from  East  Pakistan  into  India  has  been  described  by 
relief  leaders  as  the  worst  human  tragedy  of  history. 

Neither  the  Biafra  nor  Palestine  problems  “even 
begin  to  look  like  the  tragedy  of  the  East  Pakistan 
refugee  situation,”  said  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  United 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief  executive 
secretary. 

The  refugees  are  Bengalie  people,  citizens  of 
Pakistan.  About  80  percent  of  the  refugees  are  Hindu 
and  about  19  percent  Muslim  -  the  official  religion  of 
Pakistan.  A  small  number  (perhaps  50,000)  are 
Christian. 

Malnutrition  is  rampant.  Food  supplements,  espe¬ 
cially  milk  and  high  protein  foods,  are  needed,  as  well  as 
clothing,  blankets  — even  sheets  of  plastic  to  keep  rain  out 
of  huts. 

Medical  attention  is  also  a  desperate  need.  Indian 
doctors  and  nurses  have  volunteered  to  work  in  the 
camps.  Many  are  from  United  Methodist  hospitals  and 


We  are  aware  that  the  Jan.  9  date  set  by  the 
Bishops  for  refugee  relief  offering  may  be  in 
conflict  with  our  own  Spanish  Ministry  offering 
scheduled  for  January  16.  In  order  that  Florida 
United  Methodists  may  have  opportunity  to 
respond  to  both,  pastors  are  free  to  set  a  date  more 
suitable  for  their  congregations. 


Ludhiana  and  Vellore  Medical  Colleges.  Our  dollars  can 
put  medicines  and  supplies  into  their  hands. 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief 
joins  with  other  Christian  relief  agencies  to  support  the 
Christian  Agency  for  Social  Action,  which  is  the  relief 
arm  of  the  Christian  churches  of  India.  Milk  is  supplied 
to  150,000  persons  a  day  as  a  vital  supplement  to  the 
inadequate  diet. 


According  to  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  chairman  of 
UMCOR,  the  date  of  Jan.  9,  suggested  by  the  bishops  for 
the  offering,  is  important,  but  not  nearly  so  important  as 
giving  United  Methodists  a  chance  to  give.  “If  you 
cannot  receive  the  offering  on  January  9,  do  it  on  some 
other  date.  But  soon,”  says  Bishop  Alton. 

Publicity  materials  have  been  sent  out  to  all  pastors 
and  district  superintendents  have  received  offering 
envelopes  for  distribution. 

All  money  given  in  response  to  the  appeal  will  go 
directly  into  relief  programs  to  aid  the  refugees.  The 
work  is  administered  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  for  Overseas  Relief,  which  already  has  sent 
some  money  for  food,  clothing  and  medical  work. 


An  estimated  nine  and  one-half  million  people  have  Jled  from  their  homes  in  East  Pakistan  in  terror.  Most  of  them  are 
now  living  in  relief  camps  in  India.  They  live  amid  mud  and  dirt,  protected  by  leaky  thatch  or  thin  canvas. 
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Missionaries  Come  Home  For 
Furlough  Stay  In  Florida 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Curran  L.  Spottswood,  missionaries 
in  the  Philippines,  are  currently  home  on  furlough. 

Many  of  our  congregations  have  known  of  the 
outstanding  work  of  the  Spottswoods  and  welcome  them 
home.  They  are  already  busily  engaged  in  speaking  to 
local  and  district  groups  about  their  work. 

The  Spottswoods  went  to  the  Philippines  right  after 
the  second  world  war,  in  1946.  They  were  the  first 
Methodist  missionaries  to  go  to  tropical  Mindanao.  Here 
they  developed  rural  centers  which  sponsored  medical 
and  dental  clinics,  agricultural  extension  services, 
education  and  evangelistic  work.  Two  high  schools  were 
begun  under  their  leadership.  Mrs.  Spottswood  is  also  an 
ordained  minister. 

They  have  served  in  Puerto  Princessa,  Palawan,  and 
are  currently  assigned  to  San  Jose,  Occidental  Mindoro. 

A  hearty  welcome  home  to  Miriam  and  Spotty 
Spottswood! 


Laymen  In  Miami  Hold 
Leadership  Prayer  Breakfast 

Here’s  a  community  project  which  United  Methodist 
Men  Fellowships  may  wish  to  sponsor  or  co-sponsor  with 
other  denominational  groups: 

More  than  500  Miami  men  turned  out  for  a  Christian 
Leadership  Prayer  Breakfast,  held  just  before  Thanks¬ 
giving. 

Several  United  Methodist  laymen  were  members  of 
the  planning  committee,  including  Charles  1.  Babcock, 
Jr.,  associate  Conference  lay  leader,  who  served  as 
president  of  the  committee,  and  William  A.  Meadows, 
Jr.,  Conference  lay  leader,  who  was  program  chairman. 

“We  truly  felt  the  presence  of  the  Lord  with  great 
power,  and  plan  to  have  these  breakfasts  in  our  city  from 
time  to  time,”  Meadows  said. 

The  guest  speaker  was  U.  S.  Congressman  John 
Dellenback  of  Medford,  Oregon,  a  lay  leader  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 
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—  Official  Program  Journal  for  Church  Leaders 

The  Rev.  Melton  Ware 
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Bishop’s  Message: 

Human 
Suffering  Our 
Responsibility 

Dear  Friends: 

I  am  pleased  to  report  to 
you  an  action  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  recently  tak¬ 
en,  authorizing,  along  with 
the  Council  on  World 
Service  and  Finance,  a  free 
will  offering  in  all  the  U- 
nited  Methodist  Churches 
of  theUnited  States  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  refugees  of 
Pakistan.  Representatives 
of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  for  Overseas  Relief  tell  us  that  of  all  the  hu¬ 
man  tragedies  that  have  afflicted  mankind  in  modern 
times,  the  magnitude  of  suffering,  hunger,  deprivation 
and  death  among  these  homeless  people  is  the  most  heart 
rending  of  all. 

Here  is  our  opportunity  to  reach  hands  of  consolation 
and  relief  to  those  in  desperate  need  half  way  around  the 
world.  I  am  personally  comforted  by  this  action  inviting 
all  members  of  our  church  to  respond  to  suffering  the  like 
of  which  we  cannot  begin  to  imagine. 

Please  don’t  forget  the  Lay  Convocations,  February 
10-13.  They  will  be  held  in  these  four  cities:  Daytona 
Beach,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Lakeland  and  Tallahassee  with 
Dr.  Lawrence  Lacour  of  Colorado  Springs  as  our 
principal  speaker.  For  many  years.  Dr.  Lacour  was  one 
of  the  most  effective  and  beloved  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  Board  of  Evangelism.  He  and  Mrs.  Lacour  have  led 
yearly  evangelistic  teams  to  Japan.  They  hold  the  love  of 
mankind  in  their  hearts  and  we  can  be  sure  that  these 
convocations  will  be  deeply  enriching  for  all  of  us. 

It  is  strange  how  foolish  one  feels  when  involved  in  an 
accident.  The  very  meaning  of  an  accident  refers  to  an 
occurrence  that  could  have  been  avoided.  I  tripped  and 
fell!  The  result,  a  fractured  ankle.  So  many  of  you  have 
been  gracious  to  inquire.  It  hobbles  me  quite  a  bit,  but  I 
find  myself  deeply  grateful  that  it  wasn’t  worse. 

Blessings  on  you  as  you  begin  the  new  year.  May  it  be 
a  chapter  in  your  life  that  leads  you  into  broader  and 
deeper  experiences  of  God’s  nearness  an5  love.  May  you 
discover  your  place  in  the  work  of  His  kingdom.  May 
you  see  your  opportunities  for  his  service. 

Cordially  yours. 


Dr.  Vernon  Visits  Tampa  Distri 

Dr.  Walter  N.  Vernon,  Jr.,  Executive  Editor  of  General 
Publications  of  the  Division  of  Curriculum  Resources  of 
the  General  Board  of  Education,  was  the  guest  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Brandon  on  December 
12. 

Dr.  Vernon,  interested  in  the  present  campaign  for 
Sunday  School  Attendance  in  the  Florida  Conference, 
met  with  coordinators  of  the  education  'program  of  the 
Brandon  Church  and  later  met  with  coordinators  and 
teachers  of  the  Tampa  District. 
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1972  Lay  Convocations 
Planned  For  February 

Four  regional  meetings  will  feature  the  1972  Bishop’s 
Convocations  for  the  Laity  —  men,  women  and  you  — as 
follows: 


•  Feb.  10,  7:30  p.m., 
Peabody  Auditorium, 
Daytona  Beach 

•  Feb.  11,  7:30  p.m.. 
War  Memorial  Auditorium, 
Fort  Lauderdale 

•  Feb.  12,  2:30  p.m., 
Branscomb  Auditorium, 
Lakeland 

•  Feb.  13,  7:30  p.m.. 
Trinity  Church,  Tallahassee 

The  principal  guest 
speaker  at  each 
Convocation  will  be  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Lawrence  L. 
Lacour,  senior  minister  at 
the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.,  which  numbers  more 
than  6,000  members  and  30 

full-time  employees. 

Flis  subject  will  be  “For  the  Hungers  of  Your  Heart.” 

A  former  Navy  chaplain.  Dr.  Lacour  also  served 
previously  for  10  years  on  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of  Evangelism, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Bishop  James  W.  Henley  said  he  hopes  that  every 
church  in  the  Florida  Conference  will  be  represented  at 
one  of  the  Convocations  by  pastors,  lay  men  and  women, 
and  youth  delegates  “as  we  evidence  our  continuing  unity 
in  Christian  faith  and  discipleship.” 

District  Superintendents,  district  lay  leaders  and  their 
associate  lay  leaders  are  in  charge  of  attendance 
promotion,  it  was  announced  by  William  A.  Meadows, 
Jr.,  conference  lay  leader  and  president  of  the  Board  of 
the  Laity. 


Dr.  Lacour 


Your  Florida  Conference 
Credit  Union  Shows  Growth 

The  end  of  the  year  is  usually  the  time  when  we  reflect 
upon  the  happenings  of  the  past  year,  and  look  forward 
hopefully  to  the  new  year! 

Your  Credit  Union  is  no  exception.  Recent  reports  on 
the  year  1971  show  exceptional  growth  with  more  than 
123,000  share  deposits  on  record.  Services  rendered  by 
the  Credit  Union  are  almost  unending-  there  are  so 
many  ways  it  can  help  its  members,  both  in  actual 
financing  (many  things)  and  in  counseling  on  financial 
matters. 

Dividends  are  paid  twice  a  year  — on  June  30  and  on 
December  3 1 .  The  Credit  Union  paid  a  dividend  this  past 
June  and  anticipates  a  dividend  for  the  six  months  ending 
Dec.  31. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Clifford  Fritz,  manager  of  the  Florida 
United  Methodist  Credit  Union,  suggests  that  members 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  services  which  can  be 
rendered  by  the  Union  if  you  are  planning  to  purchase  a 
new  car.  Says  Mr.  Fritz,  “We  are  glad  to  make  auto 
loans— new  and  used.  Shop  carefully,  pick  a  reputable 
dealer,  buy  a  good  car.  This  is  too  big  a  purchase  to  rush 
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into.  Come  first  to  the  Credit  Union.  .  the  trade-in 
value  of  your  present  car.  Arrange  in  advar  “  for  the 
money  you  will  need.  Compare  credit  costs  in  do  rs  and 
cents.  We  stand  ready  to  help  you.” 

The  Credit  Union  is  continually  looking  for  ru-w 
members.  Are  you  eligible?  Check  it  out.  Write  for 
information  if  you  don’t  know.  And  then  Join  up!  1972 
looks  good  for  the  Credit  Union! 

Promotional  Meetings  Set 
For  SS  Attendance  Effort 

The  conference  committee  on  Sunday  School  Attendance 
is  conducting  promotional  meetings  for  all  districts  in  an 
effort  to  inform  and  inspire  pastors  and  lay  people  to 
increase  Sunday  School  attendance. 

District  gatherings  will  be  conducted  as  follows:  The 
Miami  and  West  Palm  Beach  Districts  will  meet  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Jan.  4 
at  7:30  p.m.;  Orlando,  Melbourne  and  DeLand  Districts, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Orlando,  Jan.  5,  7:30 
p.m.;  Tampa,  Sarasota,  Lakeland  Districts,  First 
Church,  Tampa,  Jan.  6,  7:30  p.m.;  and  Gainesville, 
Jacksonville  Districts,  First  Church,  Lake  City,  Jan.  10, 
7:30  p.m. 

The  chairman  of  the  conference  committee,  the  Rev. 
Ray  Harrison,  Brandon,  has  recently  visited  in  the 
Tallahassee  District  and  spoke  at  the  district  conference 
about  the  Sunday  School  attendance  effort.  He  reports 
exceptional  enthusiasm  and  good  reports  from  churches 
already  showing  significant  increases  in  SS  attendance. 

Assisting  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harrison  in  presenting  the 
program  at  the  district  meetings  will  be  the  Rev.  Arthur 
Crowell,  Program  Council,  Lakeland;  Mrs.  Albert  Gray, 
educational  assistant,  Mrs.  Louella  Daniels,  children’s 
coordinator,  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  Lynn,  teacher,  all  from 
the  Tampa  District.  Additional  leadership  will  be 
provided  from  participating  districts. 

Bishop’s  Convocation  For 
Confirmation  Classes  Set 

The  Bishop’s  Convocation  for  Confirmation  Classes  has 
been  set  for  Saturday,  March  1  1 ,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Young  people  preparing  for  church  membership  will 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  spend  the  day  with  Bishop 
James  W.  Henley,  asking  questions  and  sharing  his 
thoughts. 

Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  has  been 
selected  once  again  as  the  site  for  this  annual  meeting. 
Special  music  will  be  provided  by  the  Circuit  Riders,  a 
group  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Fred  Harrison,  Tampa. 

Confirmation  classes  of  sixth  graders  or  junior  high 
students  are  especially  invited.  Cost  for  the  day  will  be 
$1.50  per  person.  More  information  will  be  .sent  to  local 
churches  during  the  month  of  January. 


The  Role  Of  The  Pastor 

Responsibility  of  the  pastoral  ministry 

as  it  faces  the  needs  and  concerns 
of  Florida  agriculture  —  labor  and  growers 


By  Lloyd  Knox 

Recently  1  was  asked  to  write  something  to  help  pastors 
understand  the  present  farm-labor  situation  in  Florida. 
In  no  way  do  1  pretend  to  be  an  expert  in  the  field.  I  am 
not  now  and  never  have  been  a  farm  worker  or  a  grower. 

As  Christian  ministers  we  all  have  a  deep  concern  for 
the  grower  and  the  farm  worker  alike,  with  special 
preoccupation  for  the  migratory  laborer. 

In  this  day  of  amazing  affluence  in  our  nation,  most 
of  us  seek,  and  almost  take  for  granted  as  basic  U.  S. 
rights,  at  least  two  things  —  welll-being  and  security. 

Well-being  includes  having  an  adequate  home, 
sanitary  conditions,  proper  food,  mobility,  a  certain 
degree  of  freedom,  good  schools,  year  ’round  work  and 
dependable  income.  Security  usually  means  hospital¬ 
ization  insurance,  adequate  retirement  benefits 
(including  social  security),  disability  protection, 
workmen’s  compensation,  unemployment  compensation, 
and  a  number  of  other  safeguards  which  insure  that  we 
and  our  loved  ones  do  not  become  helpless  due  to  injury, 
illness,  or  age.  A  good  bit  of  time  at  sessions  of  the 
annual  conference  is  taken  up  with  standards  for 
parsonages,  hospitalization  and  life  insurance,  retirement 
benefits  and  minimum  salaries.  With  any  degree  of 
empathy  we  can  understand  those  desires. 

The  Plight  of  the  Farm  Worker 

Read  the  facts  about  Florida  farm  workers  and  farm 
labor  legislation.  Now  let  your  imagination  run  and  try 
to  place  yourself  in  the  shoes  of  a  migrant  who  has  little 
schooling  or  training,  no  job  security,  and  infrequent 
opportunities  for  getting  out  of  the  trap.  To  compound 
the  problem  his  children  are  also  caught,  and  this  augurs 
poorly  for  our  country  which  needs  strong,  healthy, 
educated,  creative  sons  and  daughters. 

Many  farm  workers  are  excluded  from  workmen’s 
compensation,  adequate  housing,  proper  child  care, 
unemployment  and  retirement  protection,  a  minimum 
wage,  pesticide  control  (how  well  do  you  wash  your  fruits 
and  vegetables?),  and  a  number  of  other  things  to  which 
American  workers  are  entitled.  This  is  discriminatory. 

The  Plight  of  the  Grower 

Our  country  has  an  incredibly  confused  marketing 
system  w'  -^h  puts  the  grower  at  the  mercy  of  the 
brokers. 

Manipulriiion  by  the  big  chains  and  the  growers’  own 
rugged  individualisP'  "  are  often  detr'imenta’  to  him.  He 
takes  risks  with  the  weather  and  is  often  unsure  of  his 
labor  supply. 

he  small  or  middle-size  grower  may  soon  find 


himself  in  the  same  dilemma  as  the  migrant,  who,  in 
some  cases,  owned  his  own  farm,  was  a  sharecropper  or  a 
tenant  farmer.  A  growing  number  of  people  feel  that 
“agri-business,”  not  the  farm  worker,  will  squeeze  the 
smaller  growers  out.  The  farm  worker  is  fully  aware  that 
his  own  well-being  depends  on  the  well-being  of  the 
grower.  The  farm  worker  is  not  out  to  destroy  the 
grower.  No  one  is. 

Florida’s  $4,000,000,000  per  year  agri-business  has 
become  a  stock  market  item,  as  big  alcoholic  beverage 
companies,  large  railroads,  chemical  companies  and 
other  huge  corporations  continue  to  buy  into  Florida 
agricultural  land.  The  smaller  grower  may  well  be 
threatened.  The  whole  affair  is  quite  complex.  We  are  in 
a  technological  revolution. 

In  most  cases  the  grower’s  plight  is  not  of  the'  same 
personal  magnitude  as  that  of  the  farm  worker.  Most 
growers  have  seen  to  their  continued  well-being  and 
security.  They  diversify  their  crops.  They  invest  in  non- 
agricultural  concerns.  If  they  have  to  sell  their  land  they 
can  usually  get  a  good  price  for  it. 

They  are  given  help  through  the  Departments  of 
Agriculture,  the  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  federal  farm 
subsidies,  a  host  of  factory  workers  who  make  their 
machines,  county  agents,  university  extension  services, 
chemists,  inventors,  scientists,  banks,  and  a  good  God 
who  provides  the  land,  sunshine,  rain^and  growth. 


The  Role  of  the  Pastor 

Since  many  pastors  in  Florida  have  growers  in  their 
congregations,  it  seems  that  it  would  behoove  a 
concerned  pastor  to  do  several  things  if  he  is  to  be  an 
effective  agent  of  reconciliation. 

First,  he  might  pray  fervently  that  God  will  make  him 
a  free  man,  so  he  won’t  get  “up-tight”  about  the  whole 
thing. 

,  Then  he  could  become  a  good  student  on  the  issues.  I 
Books,  pamphlets,  publications,  etc.,  are  available  from 
the  Florida  Christian  Migrant  Ministry  and  Florida 
Citrus  Mutual,  and  Farm  Bureau  and  other  sources. 
“Fruits,  Vegetables  and  People”  is  a  filmstrip  available 
from  the  Conference  Film  Library,  P.  O.  Box  70, 
Lakeland  33802.  I 

The  minister  should  be  a  pastor  to  the  grower.  He 
should  be  genuinely  concerned  and  do  his  best  to 
understand  the  growers’  problems.  If  people  know  their 


The  Rev.  Lloyd  Knox  is  an  associate  director  of  the  \ 
Program  Council  Staff  of  the  Florida  Conference  and  is  i 
coordinator  of  Urban  and  Spanish  Ministries. 
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pastor  loves  them,  they  are  often  able  to  understand  when 
he  must  fulfill  the  seemingly  opposite  role  of  the  prophet. 

Become  a  teacher  to  your  people.  Help  them 
understand  that  the  church  is  responsible  for  what 
happens  in  society  and  that  God  holds  us  Christians 
responsible  in  a  special  way  for  correcting  injustices  and 
for  reconciling  men  to  God  and  men  to  men. 

As  a  teacher,  help  the  grower  to  see  that  he  has 
accepted  many  new  ideas,  such  as,  air-conditioning,  T.V., 
super  highways,  automation  in-  farming,  modern 
medicine,  etc.  Why  not  new  ideas  in  cooperative 
marketing  so  as  not  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  buyers? 

What  about  growers'  union?  Off  season  alternative 
industries  which  would  keep  farm  workers  more  fully 
employed,  thus  negating  the  necessity  of  migrating,  could 
be  a  wholesome  and  profitable  innovation.  If  we  can 
figure  a  way  to  go  to  the  moon,  why  not  this? 

It  may  never  have  occurred  to  the  grower  that  Henry 
Ford  didn’t  fold  when  he  got  unionized.  Many  say  the 
nation  is  more  prosperous  as  a  result.  Some  growers  in 
California  have  even  discovered  that  union  hiring  halls 
work  better  than  the  notorious  labor  contractors  who 
exploit  their  own  people.  Just  as  many  of  us  have 
automobile  liability  insurance  because  of  conscience  (if  1 


injure  anyone  1  want  to  see  that  he  is  cared  for),  so  many 
farmers  carry  workmen’s  compensation  insurance  out  of 
conscience,  not  of  necessity.  New  ideas  can  benefit  all 
mankind. 

Finally,  a  minister  is  called  to  be  a  prophet  — ^ox  his 
people’s  own  good.  He  must  be  effective,  creative,  wise 
and  skilled,  but  he  must  be  a  prophet. 

For  their  own  salvation,  the  people  must  know  of  the 
dangers  of  selfishness,  pride,  self-righteousness, 
materialism,  insensitivity  to  human  need,  and  the  living 
of  life  as  if  there  were  no  judgment. 

Only  God  is  sovereign  and  man  is  called  to  be  a 
steward  of  his  possessions,  talents  and  life.  Nihilism  and 
materialism  have  caused  many  people  to  forget  that  God 
is  still  the  Lord  of  history  and  that  His  justice  and 
righteousness  will  prevail.  All  that  we  are,  all  that  we 
have,  and  all  that  we  hope  to  be  are  His. 

A  study  of  the  Old  Testament  prophets  w  ill  show  that 
the  Bible  is  as  modern  as  FUTURE  SHOCK.  We  must 
convince  our  people  of  the  absolute  Lordship  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  of  the  necessity  of  living  the  Christ-centered 
life  in  servanthood  to  God  and  man.”  .  .  .  pursue  justice 
and  champion  the  oppressed  ...”  (Isaiah  1:17) 
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What  Do  You  Say  About 
United  Methodist  Billboards? 

Do  you  think  our  church’s  “Welcome”  highway 
billboards  should  be  changed? 

New  ideas  for  the  billboard  “message”  are  being 
sought  by  the  sponsoring  agency,  the  Florida  Conference 
Commission  on  Public  Relations  and  United  Methodist 
Information. 

Note  the  picture  of  one  of  the  four  present  billboards 
(the  word  United  has  been  added)  which  are  designed  to 
welcome  visitors  to  Florida. 

The  four  billboards,  all  alike,  are  located  in  North 
Florida  on  Highways  U.  S.  1  and  301,  near  Callahan;  19 
&  27,  near  Capps;  Interstate  75,  near  Lake  City,  and  17 
near  Yulee  (which  is  due  to  be  moved  soon  to  Interstate 
95  near  Daytona  Beach). 

If  you  have  a  suggestion  for  a  new  message,  write  it  in 
the  blank  billboard  space  or  print  it  on  paper  and  send  it, 
with  your  name  and  address,  to;  Church  Billboards, 
Florida  Program  Council,  United  Methodist  Church,  P. 
O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 

Billboard  messages  should  be  short  and  to  the  point  in 
order  to  be  read  by  motorists  speeding  by. 

If  you  don’t  approve  of  the  church  using  highway 
billboards  for  this  purpose,  the  Commission  also  would 
like  to  hear  from  you. 

The  “welcome”  billboards  were  proposed  by  the 
Cabinet  in  1964.  The  annual  cost  of  the  four  boards  is 
S2,9I0,  and  this  would  increase  to  approximately  $3,750 
if  changes  are  made. 


Proposals  Made  For  Structure 
Changes  In  WSCS,  WSG 

The  national  women’s  policy-making  body  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  made  what  it  considers  a 
fundamental  and  far-reaching  decision  on  organization 
and  structure.  It  is  a  decision  that  could  affect  36,500 
local  women’s  units,  with  about  1,600,000  members,  in 
the  50  states. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions,  acting  after  reports  from  six  different 
groups  of  women  from  throughout  the  country,  voted  to 
replace  two  present  women’s  organizations  with  “one 
new  inclusive  organization  for  women,  with  a  new 
name.” 

The  action  is  to  be  put  in  legislative  form  for 
presentation  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  April,  1972.  The 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  highest  legislative  body, 
must  approve  the  recommended  legislation  for  it  to 
become  church  law. 

Three  division  leaders,  Mrs.  Wayne  Harrington, 
president;  Miss  Charlotte  Andress,  chairman  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Committee,  and  Miss  Theresa 
Hoover,  associate  general  secretary,  said  in  a  statement; 

“After  more  than  a  year  of  careful,  intensive  study 
and  involvement  by  women  representing  all  levels  of 
Society  and  Guild,  including  many  from  the  grass-roots, 
the  Women’s  Division  has  made  a  unanimous  decision  in 
making  the  recommendation.” 

In  answer  to  questions  raised.  Division  officials  said 
there  was  “/ro  plan  or  intention"  to  "phase  out"  either 
the  Guild  or  Society,  and  that  one  would  not  “absorb” 
the  other.  It  would  be  a  totally  new  organization  which 
would  seek  “to  retain  the  best  in  program  and  practice 
from  a  great  heritage.”  The  one  new  inclusive 
organization  holds  real  promise  for  a  strengthened 
movement,  offering  opportunity  to  attract  and  involve 
many  more  younger  women,  a  potential  for  greater 
flexibility  in  program  and  activities,  and  appealing  to  a 
broader  spectrum  of  women  who  have  varying  cultural 
and  community  interests,  life  styles,  and  values. 

“The  basic  thrust  of  our  movement  will  continue  to 
be  mission,”  said  officials.  “This  entails  such  varied 
concerns  as  support  of  home  and  overseas  missionary 
work,  spiritual  growth,  leadership  development, 
theology,  women’s  liberation  and  a  host  of  social  justice 
issues.” 
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Are  'Vbu  Available? 


Call: 


Person 

to 

Person 


“1  am  glad  you  are  available,”  said  our  sheriff  as  we  left 
his  office  last  May.  We  were  there  to  ask  if  we  might 
tutor  the  prisoners  in  our  county  jail.  “There  is  no  place 
for  this  now,”  he  continued,  “but  will  you  check  back  in 
the  fall?  I  will  see  that  there  is  a  place.” 

I  did.  There  was.  My  pastor  went  with  me  to  make 
plans  with  the  head  jailer  on  September  9th.  For  five 
weeks  — on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Sundays— I  went 
alone.  I  could  find  no  one  else  available  to  go  with  me. 

On  my  first  visit  there  were  twelve  men  in  G  cell 
block.  They  had  been  told  that  I  was  coming.  When  1 
first  told  them  why  I  was  there  they  were  most  interested 
and  one  young  man  exclaimed, “We  didn’t  know  anyone 
outside  gave  a  damn.” 

I  find  people  do  care  as  they  become  more  aware  of 
the  necessity  of  rehabilitation.  Upon  invitation  I  spoke  to 
the  retired  teachers  at  their  October  luncheon,  and  now 
three  dedicated  women,  who  retired  last  June,  go  each 
week  to  help.  Also  a  man  and  wife  team.  Additional  cell 
blocks  have  been  opened  to  us  and  we  need  more  help. 

Woven  through  all  the  tutoring  and  talk  is  the  golden 
thread  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  First  Corinthians 
13,  the  Psalms,  parables  and  Saint  Paul’s  message 
written  from  jail. 

We  have  two  theme  songs:  “To  Dream  the 
Impossible  Dream”  and  “Amazing  Grace,”  which  we 
know  can  save  lives  today  as  it  has  always. 

There  are  so  many  needs.  A  library  on  wheels  which 
can  be  pushed  into  the  cell  blocks.  Good  books  of 
adventure,  simple,  light  reading.  Good  adult  picture 
magazines.  Materials  (educational)  from  beginner’s 
through  college  level. 

An  even  greater  need  is  for  interested  persons  to  be  a 
friend  for  each  person  leaving  the  jail;  whether  for  a 


^CHURCH  IN  ACTION-^ 

prison  term,  out  on  probation,  or  out  of  the  stream  of  life 
with  no  restraints.  Life  is  difficult  for  them  and  many 
return  to  jail.  A  Christian  friend  can  make  a  great 
difference. 

My  telephone  rang  on  Thanksgiving  evening.  A 
man’s  voice  said,  “I  met  you  in  the  ‘hotel’  downtown  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  (he  was  home  and  his  young  daughter 
was  listening),  and  I  want  you  to  know  1  will  treasure  that 
hour  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  my  life.  It  is  a  wonderful 
thing  you  women  are  doing.” 

Can  you  hear  our  Master  say,  “Inasmuch  as  you  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brothers,  you 
have  done  it  unto  me?” 

Are  you  available?  I  know  many  of  you  have  been 
waiting  for  just  such  an  opportunity.  I  shall  be  waiting  to 
hear  from  you. 

M  rs.  Junior  E.  (Irene)  Avers 
Chairman,  Christian  Social  Concerns 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Bradenton,  Florida 


Teacher  Training  Can  Be 

A  “Mini  Film  Festival!”  Now  doesn’t  that  sound 
intriguing?  Just  what  is  it?  Who  did  it?  And  why? 

It  happened  at  the  Skycrest  Church  in  Clearwater 
and  was  a  teacher  training  program!  You  don’t  believe  it? 
Everybody  knows  that  teacher  training  is  one  ofthe  most 
uninteresting  and  hardest  jobs  to  fie  done  in  the  local 
church.  At  least  that’s  what  we’ve  been  told  — and 
unhappily,  it  probably  is  too  often  true. 

But  not  for  Skycrest  teachers.  The  attendance  at  the 
“Mini  Film  Festival”  was  excellent.  Imagine  getting  so 
interested  that  instead  of  seeing  one  film  (with  a  choice  of 
three)  a  teacher  elects  to  see  all  three! 

Sessions  were  held  on  two  evenings.  The  first  evening 
children’s  division  teachers  saw  “The  Group  Way  of 
Teaching”  and  following  this  saw  filmstrips  dealing  with 
teaching  at  a  specific  age  level. 

Teachers  of  adults  and  youth  saw  a  movie  on  teaching 
methods  with  adults. 

So  far,  so  good.  What’s  new  about  that?  Well, nothing 
really  except  that  special  attention  was  paid  to  excellent 
preparation  with  leadership  taken  from  teachers  present. 
Pre-planning  and  preparation  was  done  by  the  director  of 
Christian  education  and  coordinators. 

And  then  came  the  second  night.  The  filmstrips  for 
children’s  teachers  dealt  with  art  techniques,  use  of 
audio-visuals,  and  helping  children  worship  and  pray. 


An  Exciting  Experience 

Given  a  choice  of  one  of  these  the  teachers  saw  all  three! 
A  real  learning  experience  came  as  discussions  were  held, 
questions  asked,  and  some  pretty  important  answers 
found. 

While  these  teachers  were  engrossed  in  their  own 
learning  experieace,  youth  and  adult  teachers  were  seeing 
movies  and  filmstrips  on  communications  — all,  again, 
following  the  pattern  of  listening  and  looking  for  specific 
things  stopping  to  question  and  discuss.  Each  group 
‘did  its  own  thing’  in  running  the  projectors,  leading  the 
discussion,  and  setting  goals  and  priorities  for  themselves 
as  teachers. 

The  attendance  at  the  Mini  Eilm  Eestival  was 
excellent.  “It’s  been  a  long  time  since  I  have  seen  so 
many  teachers  together,”  said  one  report.  “One  of  the 
most  successful  things  we  have  done  recently,”  said 
another.  And  the  cost  was  so  little.  Eilms  and  filmstrips 
were  rented  from  the  audio  visual  library  at  the  United 
Methodist  Building  in  Lakeland  at  a  total  cost  of  $14. 
Other  expenses  for  refreshments  and  baby  sitters  brought 
the  total  cost  of  the  Mini  Eilm  Eestival  to  $28.00  a 
pretty  inexpensive  and  entertaining  way  to  hold  a  teacher 
training  class. 

So  who  needs  to  go  to  New  York  to  attend  a  film 
festival?  Miss  Carole  Rooks,  director  of  Christian 
Education  at  Skycrest,  says,  “Come  visit  us!”  The  Rev. 
Eugene  Rutland,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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0tiituaries( 

John  G.  Stradley,  74,  died  Nov.  20  in  Winter  Haven  after 
a  long  illness.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for  41  years. 
Retired  in  1964,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stradley,  had  served  as 
pastor  in  many  churches  in  the  Florida  Conference 
including  Lakeland  and  Winter  Haven  and  also  served  as 
district  superintendent  of  the  Lakeland  District  from 
1949  to  1953. 

A  native  of  Ceres,  Va.,  he  was  a  graduate  of  Emory 
and  Henry  College  in  Emory,  Va.,  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  and  had 
received  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland. 

In  addition  to  his  wife,  Laura,  Dr.  Stradley  is 
survived  by  a  daughter,  Mrs.  James  D.  Womack,  Jr.,  of 
Lexington,  N.  C. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Beymer  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Winter  Haven  with 
interment  also  in  Winter  Haven. 

Officiating  at  the  services  were  the  pastors  of  Beymer 
Church,  the  Rev.  James  C.  Rowan  and  the  Rev.  Richard 
Hunter,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  W.  Blackburn, 
Lakeland,  and  Dr.  J.  Withers  Blake,  Tampa. 

Mrs.  Fannie  T.  Mlartin,  widow  of  a  former  member  of  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  died  in  Monticello  on  November  9,  after  an 
extended  illness. 

Mrs.  Martin  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  and 
son-in-law,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Neal  Vause  of  Monticello. 


L.  Day  Edge,  80,  prominent  Groveland  businessman  and 
United  Methodist  layman,  died  December  6  in 
Groveland  of  an  apparent  heart  attack. 

A  long-time  patron  of  Florida  Southern  College  and 
a  trustee  since  1935,  Mr.  Edge  was  the  founder  of  the 
college's  “Old  Guard”  alumni  comprised  of  students  who 
attended  Southern  prior  to  1922. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  administrative  board  of 
Edge  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of  Groveland 
which  was  named  for  his  parents,  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Edge. 

In  addition  to  his  church  and  community  interests, 
Mr.  Edge  at  one  time  served  in  the  Florida  House  of 
Representatives  and  also  served  in  the  Senate.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Florida  Telephone  Co.  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Edge  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Leila;  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Kermit  Clay  and  Mrs.  Rex  Winn  of 
Groveland. 

Funeral  services  were  held  December  10  in  Groveland 
at  the  Edge  Memorial  Church  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
David  J.  Love,  and  Dr.  Charles  T.  Thrift,  Jr.,  president 
of  Florida  Southern  College,  officiating. 


19  /2 ‘Retirement’ To  Hit 
Large  Number  Of  Bishops 

Retirement  of  17  ei  Methodist  bishops  is  expected 
during  1972.  -he  retirements,  plus  two  vacancies  at 
present,  mean  that  19  bishops  are  scheduled  to  be  elected 
ai  the  jurisdictional  conferences  next  July.  This  total  of 
n<  bishops  is  exp  cied  to  be  Uk  highest  since  1960. 


Protests  Brins  Results 

Reader’s  Digest 
To  Print  a  Reply 

Word  has  been  received  that  the  editors  of  Reader’s 
Digest  have  agreed  to  print  a  reply  to  their  recent  articles 
written  in  criticism  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Direct  protests  by  laymen,  clergymen  and  various 
church  groups  resulted  in  the  decision  of  Digest  editors  to 
print  the  reply.  This  is  a  direct  change  of  policy  for  the 
magazine. 

The  two  articles  appeared  in  the  October  and 
November  issues  of  the  Reader’s  Digest  and  were  written 
by  free-lance  writer.  Clarence  W.  Hall.  In  answer  to 
the  Digest  articles.  The  Florida  United  Methodist, 
December  issue,  carried  an  article  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Temple,  pastor  of  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Bartow  and  chairman  of  the  conference  committee  on 
Ecumenical  Affairs. 

The  reply,  scheduled  to  appear  in  the  March,  1972 
issue  of  the  Reader’s  Digest,  will  be  written  by  J.  Irwin 
Miller,  Christian  layman  and  industrialist  and  former 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

We  are  also  informed  that  reprints  of  Mr.  Miller’s 
article  will  be  available. 


Civic  League  Honors 
Bethune-Cookman’s  Prexy 

Dr.  Richard  V.  Moore,  president  of  Bethune-Cookman 
College,  United  Methodism’s  church-related  college  in 
Daytona  Beach,  received 
the  Civic  League  of  the 
Hallifax  Area’s  distin¬ 
guished  service  award  re¬ 
cently  at  the  group’s  annu¬ 
al  dinner. 

Presenting  the  award 
was  J.  Saxton  Lloyd,  who 
classified  Moore,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Bethune  Cookman 
College  since  1947,  as  one 
of  the  area’s  “top  citizens” 
and  a  leader  in  civic  af¬ 
fairs,  race  relations,  edu¬ 
cation  and  religion. 

The  keynote  speaker  at 
the  dinner  was  the  Rev. 

Woodrow  W.  Hasty,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Seabreeze  Unit-  Richard  V.  Moore 

ed  Methodist  Church,  who 

described  Dr.  Moore  as  a  man  “who  has  achieved  his 
measure  of  greatness.” 

In  his  talk.  Hasty  said  the  ones  who  ate  great  “are  not 
those  who  have  the  feeling  they  can  do  what  they  wish, 
but  those  who  think  they  are  a  part  of  humanity  and  do 
their  pait  to  help  humanity.  Dr.  Moore,  who’s  wearing  a 
badge  of  character,  humility  and  service,  is  one  such 
man.’’ 

Bethune-Cookman  College  in  Daytona  and  Florida 
Southern  College,  Lakeland,  are  the  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Colleges  in  the  state  for  which  the  current  “Part¬ 
ners  in  Education”  financial  campaign  is  being  conducted. 
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So  It’s  Heigh-Ho! 
Come  To  The  Fair 

Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  Missions  Fair?  Well,  there  will 
be  one  in  the  Tampa  District  on  January  30  at  3  p.m  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Brandon. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Keystone  United 
Methodist  Church  and  district  missionary  secretary  of 
the  Tampa  District,  has  planned  the  fair  which  will  be 
followed  by  a  district  rally. 

Each  church  in  the  district  has  been  assigned  a  booth 
in  which  to  display  and  dramatize  the  work  of 
missionaries  supported  by  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference.  Each  of  the  booths  will  have  curios  and 
personalized  items  of  the  missionaries  around  the  world 
telling  of  their  work. 

The  keynote  speaker  at  the  rally  will  be  Dr.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  executive  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  for  Overseas  Relief.  Dr.  Haines,  a  guest  of 
the  Brandon  Church,  will  attend  the  fair  along  with  other 
missionaries,  including  Dr.  William  Hughlett  of  Cocoa 
Beach. 

Dr.  Haines  as  director  of  UMCOR  wiM  administer 
the  funds  being  raised  for  the  relief  of  Pakistani  refugees. 
The  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance  have 
authorized  a  special  offering  to  be  taken  in  January  for 
this  urgent  need.  (See  story  on  page  3). 


Prayer  Fellowship  Meeting 
Slated  For  January  29 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Florida  Council, 
International  Prayer  Fellowship  will  be  held  January  29 
at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Orlando.  There 
will  be  three  sessions—  10  a.m.,  2:30  p.m.  and  7  p.m. 

Among  the  outstanding  speakers  who  will  participate 
will  be  Dr.  William  S.  Hughlett,  retired  medical 
missionary  in  the  Congo;  Dr.  Alexander  Reid,  retired 
missionary,  also  in  the  Congo;  the  Rev.  Gary  Buhl, 
pastor  of  the  Pine  Castle  United  Methodist  Church;  Dr. 
D.  D.  Holt,  national  council  president  and  former 
president  of  Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  J. 
Manning  Potts,  formerly  with  The  Upper  Room  and  the 
Lake  Junaluska  Assembly;  Mrs.  Louise  Eggleston,  well- 
known  national  and  international  speaker;  and  Mr. 
William  P.  Swartz,  Jr.,  author  of  “The  Key  to  the 
Kingdom.” 

The  conference  is  open  to  persons  of  all  nationalities, 
all  races,  and  all  churches. 

Special  guests  will  include  Dr.  Harry  Denman, 
general  secretary.  International  Prayer  Fellowship; 
Verent  J.  Mills,  president.  Western  Section,  IPF,  and 
executive  secretary  director  of  Christian  Children’s 
Fund;  James  H.  Davis,  president.  World  Committee  of 
IPF;  and  Leonard  Davis,  vicepresident.  National 
Council,  IPF 

Music  will  be  supplied  by  pianist  Ray  McDonough 
and  soloist  Charles  Selph,  and  four  musical  groups:  the 
3rIando  Youth  for  Christ  Chorale,  the  “Spartones,”  St. 
Petersburg,  the  Tavares, Choral  Group,  and  the  Andrews 
frio  of  Ft.  Lauderdale. 

Persons  planning  to  stay  overnight  are  requested  to 
nake  their  own  reservations.  For  further  information 
:ontact  Mrs.  Homer  V.  Nasworthy,  1221  E.  Marks  St., 
3rlando,  Fla.  32803.  Mrs.  Nasworthy  is  president  of  the 
"lorida  Council  of  the  International  Prayer  Fellowship. 


Retiring  Bishop  Pendergrass 
To  Join  FSC  Staff 


Bishop  Edward  J.  Pendergrass  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Jackson,  Mississippi,  episcopal  area,  will  join 
the  administrative  staff  of 
Florida  Southern  College, 

Lakeland,  next  July  when 
he  retires  from  the  admin¬ 
istrative  episcopacy. 

He  will  serve  as  assis¬ 
tant  to  President  Charles 
T.  Thrift,  Jr.,  working  in 
the  area  of  institutional 
development,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  J.  Carlisle 
Rogers  of  Leesburg,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  college  Board 
of  Trustees. 

Bishop  Pendergrass  is 
a  trustee  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Florida 
Southern,  and  holds  an 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divin¬ 
ity  degree  from  the  col¬ 
lege. 

A  former  Floridian,  Bishop  Pendergrass  was  pastor 
of  the  4,500-member  First  United  Church  in  Orlando, 
the  denomination’s  largest  in  the  state,  when  he  was 
elected  a  bishop  in  1964  by  the  Southeastern  Methodist 
Jurisdictional  Conference  and  assigned  to  administer  the 
Jackson  Area,  composed  of  1,400  Mississippi  churches. 

Previously,  he  had  served  Florida  pastorates  in  Fort 
White,  High  Springs,  Cross  City,  Fort  Pierce,  Lakeland 
and  Tampa,  and  three  years  as  superintendent  of  the 
Tallahassee  District. 

Bishop  Pendergrass  will  formally  retire  at  the 
church’s  quadrennial  sessions  of  the  nine-state  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  to  be  held  July  1  1-14  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. 

A  Methodist  bishop  is  elected  to  the  office  for  life,  but 
administrative  retirement  is  mandatory  at  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  nearest  his  72nd  birthday. 


Edward  Pendergrass 


Members  Attend 
White  Bourse  Conference 

A  large  number  of  United  Methodists— including  six 
general  board  staff  members  — were  among  the  3,400 
participants  in  the  White  House  Conference  on  Aging 
held  in  November  in  Washington. 

According  to  Miss  Virginia  Stafford,  Board  of 
Education  staff  member  and  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Interboard  Staff  Committee  on  Health  and 
Welfare,  “Only  about  5  percent  of  the  United  States’ 
older  population  is  being  cared  for  in  institutions  .  .  . 
There  is  a  tremendous  need  to  serve  the  other  95 
percent.” 

An  action  plan  to  aid  older  persons  by  providing 
services  to  them  in  their  own  homes  has  bqen  approved 
by  the  Interboard  Committee. 

The  goal  of  the  plan,  which  has  been  submitted  to  five 
United  Methodist  boards  for  approval,  is  to  make  needed 
services  available  to  all  older  people  wherever  they  may 
live  and  to  give  older  people  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
contribution  to  society  if  they  desire. 
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General  Conference  Coming  Up  . . . 


Restructure 

Long-awaited  proposals  for  restructuring  United 
Methodist  general  boards  and  agencies  moved  nearer 
completic^  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  general  committee 
held  in  Chicago. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Dow  Kirkpatrick,  Evanston, 
Ill.,  chairman  of  the  group  conducting  the  four-year 
study  of  agencies,  most  of  the  Chicago  sessions  of  the 
commission  was  devoted  to  perfecting  the  group’s  so- 
called  “Denver  Plan”.  This  plan  provides  for  a  general 
Council  on  Ministries,  a  series  of  three  or  four  “support 
service”  agencies,  and  program  units  in  Church  and 
Society,  Discipleship,  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
and  Global  Ministries. 

Proposed  legislation  in  all  these  areas  will  now  be 
drafted  and  was  before  the  commission  for  further 
consideration  at  their  December  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Final  proposals  will  go  to  the  1972  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  16-30 

Family  Life 

The  United  Methodist  General  Committee  on  Family 
Life  has  adopted  for  consideration  by  the  1972  General 
Conference  a  resolution  covering  such  topics  as  housing 
in  suburbs,  family  planning,  sex  education  in  school,  the 
role  of  women  and  homosexuality. 

Among  other  things,  the  resolution  supports  sex 
education  and  family  life  programs  in  public  schools 
while  “affirming  the  home  as  a  center  of  moral 
development  and  religious  training.” 

Each  faniily  is  asked  to  practice  an  adequate  form  of 

New  Film  Strips  And  Film 
Available  In  Library 

Two  filmstrips.  The  Churches  in  the  70’ s  and  Something 
in  Common,  are  now  available  at  the  Florida  Conference 
audio  visual  library  at  the  United  Methodist  Building, 
Lakeland. 

The  Churches  in  the  70’s  (rental  $1.00)  is  177  frames 
in  color  and  with  record.  The  film  was  developed  to  help 
inform  and  stimulate  inter-faith  dialogue  at  the  grass 
roots  level.  It  presents  in  brilliant  sight  and  sound  the 
Christian  faith  and  worship  of  representative 
denominations. 

The  second  film  strip,  Some¬ 
thing  in  Common,  (rental  $1.00),  is 
shorter,  with  42  frames,  in  color  and 
with  record.  It  is  about  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union 
(COCU).  Two  people  — a  man  and  a 
woman  — who  are  never  seen  on  the 
screen -talk  about  what  their 
church  denominations  have  in 
common.  It  is  a  study  resource. 

Also  now  available  in  the  library 
is  a  Film  entitled.  The  Stray  (rental, 

$2.00).  This  is  a  modern  setting  for 
three  of  .lesus’  parables  The 
Prodigal  Son,  I  he  !  -a  Coin,  and 
the  Lost  Sheep. 

All  of  the  above  may  be  ordered 
from  Mrs.  Hilda  Foster,  P.  O.  Box 
70,  I  akeland,  Fla.  33802. 


birth  control  in  response  to  a  concern  for  overpopulation 
and  the  quality  of  life. 

The  proposal  will  ask  local  churches  to  “extend  to  all 
persons,  including  those  of  homosexual  orientation,  the 
fellowship  of  the  church”  and  to  work  for  removal  of 
laws  “which  define  as  a  crime  homosexual  acts  privately 
committed  by  consenting  adults.” 

‘Call  for  Peace’ 

A  “call  for  peace  and  self-development  of  peoples” 
was  issued  by  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
at  their  recent  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  meeting. 

The  five-page  document,  drafted  by  a  seven-member 
committee  headed  by  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  will  be  offered  to  the  1972  General 
Conference  for  consideration  as  a  church-wide  emphasis 
during  the  1972-76  quadrennium. 

The  “call  for  peace  and  self-development  of  peoples” 
terms  it  a  response  to  the  “profound  concern”  by  many 
United  Methodists  “about  the  cheapness  with  which 
human  life  is  treated  and  the  possibility  of  the  total 
extinction  of  the  race.”  Divided  into  three  parts,  the 
nature  of  peace,  enemies  of  peace  and  the  sources  of 
peace  are  discussed. 

In  another  action  related  to  peace  concerns,  the 
bishops  in  the  closing  session  of  their  semi-annual 
meeting  called  on  President  Nixon  and  Congress  to 
provide  legislation  for  rehabilitation  of  war-torn  areas  of 
Southeast  Asia. 

Another  Church  Joins 
The  Christmas  Card  Club 

Following  the  story  of  the  practice  of  some  church 
members  of  not  sending  Christmas  cards,  but  using  the 
monies  saved  for  a  worthy  cause,  a  letter  has  been 
received  from  the  Rev.  Lawrence  J.  Loveday,  pastor  of 
the  Trinity  Church,  Charlotte  Harbor. 

For  the  first  time,  and  as  a  purely  voluntary  effort, 
members  of  this  church  responded  to  the  idea  in  a 
wonderful  way  and  funds  raised  were  used  for  the  head 
start  program  in  their  community. 

So  Trinity  Church,  Charlotte  Harbor,  ‘joins  the 
club’  — and  used  this  idea  as  a  means  for  service  and 
mission  to  their  community. 


HIS  FINEST  WEEK 


By  James  Roy  Smith 

Revealing  the  abiding  lessons  of  Holy 
Week,  this  new  book  projects  a  day-by¬ 
day  look  at  Jesus'  last  week  on  earth, 
and  shows  by  His  life  and  death  and 
resurrection  that  nothing  —  neither  life 
nor  death  —  can  separate  us  from  God. 
$1.25  each;  10  or  more,  $1.00  each. 

Order  NOW  for  Pre-Easter  reading. 

The  Upper  Room  ^ 

1908  Grand  Ave.  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203^^ 
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Housing: 

From  Commitment 
To  Reality 

by  Ted  Fielland 
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The  Rev.  Paul  L.  Hartsfield,  left,  pastor,  Eirst  Church, 
Tampa,  and  Ralph  Robison,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  The  Methodist  Place. 

p2»7 


The  Methodist  Place  is  a  very  special  place!  A  newly- 
opened  high  rise  apartment  for  senior  citizens,  just  three 
years  ago  the  Methodist  Place  was  just  a  dream  in  the 
minds  of  some  devoted  United  Methodists  of  First 
Church,  Tampa. 

As  devotion  became  commitment,  their  dream  of 
housing  for  the  elderly  became  a  reality.  The  200- 
apartment  facility  represents  the  efforts  and  com¬ 
mitments  of  many  people  and  agencies. 

The  fourteen-story  Methodist  Place  represents  the 
commitment  of  The  Church,  which  says  “we  Care”  to  its 
senior  citizens  who  have  a  difficult  time  finding  adequate 
housing  at  reasonable  prices.  The  Church  expressed  its 
concern  as  it  assisted  closely  in  the  planning  and 
development  of  Methodist  Place.  It  also  represents  care 
and  concern  for  the  city  as  it  helps  meet  the  needs  of  all 
people  when  it  helps  relieve  the  housing  shortage. 

The  Methodist  Place  also  represents  commitment  on 
the  part  of  the  developers,  designers  and  builders  as  they 
planned  and  built  a  structure  especially  for  senior 
citizens.  Carl  Fielland,  the  engineer,  J.  Benton  Stewart, 
the  architect,  and  C.  A.  Fielland,  Inc.,  the  contractor,  all 
worked  together  to  turn  dreams  into  drawings  and 
drawings  into  a  finished  building. 

The  location  of  the  apartment  building  was  perfect. 
Across  the  street  from  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  it  is  also  within  walking  distance  to 
everything  — shopping  areas,  banks,  public  library, 
entertainment,  and  post  office. 

The  Methodist  I’lace  represents  commitment  on  the 
part  of  the  local  church.  Members  of  F'irst  Church  and  its 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul  L.  Hartsfield,  will  provide 
management  and  supervision  of  the  apartment  complex. 
Ralph  Robison,  a  devoted  layman,  is  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  The  Rev.  Robert  Boggs, 
superintendent  of  the  Tampa  District,  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Board.  First  United  Methodist  will  provide  special 
programming  for  the  residents  as  well  as  ministers  as 
counselors  and  teachers.  Church  services  and  facilities  of 
the  church  will  be  available  as  needed  for  residents  of  the 
apartment  building. 

The  Methodist  Place  also  represents  a  commitment 
of  the  U.  S.  Government,  providing  interest  subsidy  and 
mortgage  guarantees  through  H.U.D.  and  F.H.A.  These 
commitments  represent  your  tax  dollars  in  helping  to 
keep  the  rentals  reasonable. 

Methodist  Place  represents  commitment  on  the  part 


Ted  T.  Eielland  is  the  assistant  to  the  pastor  of  the  Eirst 
United  Methodist  Church.  Tampa.  Ela. 


of  those  who  will  come  to  live  there.  They  come  to  be  in  a 
Christian  home,  surrounded  by  people  who  love  the 
church  and  desire  to  be  near  it,  and  a  desire  to  live  with 
others  who  share  this  feeling,  who  have  common  interests 
who  live  and  believe  that  life  is  an  active  road  that  leads 
to  fulfillment. 

The  apartment  complex  contains  two  types  of 
accommodations  —  efficiency  apartments  and  one- 
bedroom  apartments.  Carpeted  throughout,  each 
apartment  is  furnished  with  range/oven  and  refrigerator. 
Rentals  vary  from  $72  per  month  for  an  efficiency  to  $95 
for  the  one-bedroom  apartment.  Applicants  must  be  62 
years  of  age  or  over.  Further  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  Howard  Bushnell  (813)  229-2791,  or 
by  writing  The  Methodist  Place,  Florida  Ave.  at 
Harrison,  Tampa,  Fla.  33602. 

From  the  initial  concept,  the  sponsors  of  The 
Methodist  Place  have  strived  to  create  a  community 
which  offers  much  more  than  housing.  Here  the 
apartments  are  designed,  even  in  the  smallest  detail,  to 
provide  a  comfortable  and  pleasant  environment.  It  will 
provide  security,  comfort,  safety,  independence  and  the 
enrichment  of  stimulating  social-recreational  activities. 

The  Methodist  Place  is  a  very  special  place!  A  place 
for  life  to  begin,  to  renew,  to  fulfill. 

New  Bible  Study  Being 
Prepared  For  Adults 

“Our  Living  Bible,”  a  new  comprehensive,  systematic 
study  of  tile  entire  Bible,  will  be  released  late  in  1973, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  M.  Bullock,  editor  of 
church  school  publications  for  the  entire  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  undated  study  will  be  released  in  twelve  quarterly 
units  beginning  with  the  Book  of  Acts. 

The  study  is  being  prepared  in  response  to  requests 
for  comprehensive,  systematic  Bible  study  materials. 
Most  United  Methodists  involved  in  Bible  study  now  use 
either  the  ecumenically  planned  International  Lesson 
Series  or  the  United  Methodist  produced  Adult  Bible 
Course  materials.  “While  both  of  these  are  good,  they  do 
not  deal  systematically  with  the  entire  Bible,”  says  Dr. 
Horace  Weaver,  editor  of  adult  publications  for  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Education’s  Division  of 
Curriculum  Resources. 

The  new  series  is  being  written  so  that  an  individual 
spending  at  least  three  years  with  the  study  can  have  a 
responsible  overview  of  the  entire  Bible. 

A  careful  training  and  research  program  for  the  new 
series  is  being  developed.  The  first  four  chapters  of  the 
first  unit  will  be  tested  in  approximately  200  churches 
across  the  nation  before  final  editing. 

An  interpretation-training  project  on  the  new  Bible 
study  will  be  conducted  in  the  Florida  Conference  during 
the  period  of  March,  1972,  through  May,  1973.  During 
this  period  four  training  sessions  will  be  held.  The 
projects  will  consist  of  interpretation,  teacher  training, 
and  motivation,  all  related  to  Our  Living  Bible  Series. 

Plans  for  the  four  sessions  will  be  made  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Penney,  adult  coordinator  of  the  Program 
Council  stafi,  the  Rev.  James  Crooks,  chairman  of  the 
Adult  Department  of  the  Program  Council,  and  a 
representative  of  the  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
Division  of  Curriculum  Rs-  -es  of  the  General  Board 
ill  r.ducalion. 


Melbourne  District 
Superintendent  Named 

Bishop  James  W.  Henley,  resident  bishop  of  the  Florida 
Conference,  has  appointed  the  Rev.  Ernest  W.  Newman, 
Jacksonville,  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  four-county 
Melbourne  District,  effec¬ 
tive  Eeb.  1 . 

He  succeeds  the  late 
Rev.  John  B.  E.  Williams, 
who  died  unexpectedly  in 
September  after  three 
months  in  the  office. 

The  Rev.  Joe  A.  Tolle, 
retired,  has  served  as  su¬ 
perintendent  in  the 
interim. 

In  his  new  post,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Newman  will 
supervise  the  pastors  of  33 
churches  in  Brevard, 

Indian  River,  St.  Lucie 
and  Okeechobee  counties. 

In  Jacksonville  he  has 
been  pastor  of  the  Ebene- 
zer  United  Methodist  Church  since  1964,  and  in  1969  the 
smaller  Mt.  Moriah  Church  was  added  to  his  parish. 

The  son  of  a  Methodist  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Newman,  43,  was  born  in  Kingstree,  S.  C.,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Claflin  College,  Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  and 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  was 
ordained  a  deacon  in  1948  and  an  elder  in  1956. 

He  and  Mrs.  Newman,  the  former  Thelma  Heard  of 
Atlanta,  have  two  children  Kathy,  14,  and  Ernest  S., 
13.  The  family  will  live  at  the  district  parsonage,  400 
Seabreeze,  Melbourne. 

Announcement 

The  Florida  Conference  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns  will  hold  its  regular  meeting  February  4,  5  at 
the  United  Methodist  Building  in  Lakeland. 
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Bishop’s  Message: 

We  Look  to  the  Future 


Dear  Friends: 

We  are  well  launched  into 
the  new  calendar  year  and 
programs  of  great  moment 
are  before  us.  Let  me  refer 
briefly  to  some  of  them; 

The  Convocations  for 
the  Laity  bid  well  to  be 
rich  experiences  in  the 
lives  of  our  people.  Dr. 

Lawrence  Lacour  is  one  of 
the  ablest  preachers  and 
pastors  in  our  whole  con¬ 
nection.  He  is  evangelical  and  missionary  in  spirit. 
Wherever  he  has  been  he  has  been  beloved.  Wherever  he 
has  stood  he  has  been  admired.  The  entire  Convocation 
program  is  one  which  1  commend  heartily  and  anticipate 
with  great  expectance.  I  hope  you  will  be  planning  to  be 
present  for  the  one  in  your  section  of  the  state.  1  believe  it 
will  be  meaningful  to  you  and  to  those  who  attend  with 
you. 

The  Bishop’s  Convocation  for  Youth  in  Confirmation 
Classes  is  an  experience  which  means  a  great  deal  to  me. 
Last  year  we  had  nearly  a  thousancPboys  and  girls 
present  in  Branscomb  Auditorium  who  were  on  the  eve  of 
receiving  confirmation  in  their  local  churches.  We  sang 
together,  we  talked  together,  we  asked  questions  and 
answered  questions.  We  heard  about  the  church  and 
about  the  life  of  the  conference.  To  me  it  was  a  great 
experience.  I  believe  it  was  meaningful  and  memorable 
for  the  boys  and  girls  who  came.  Of  course,  they  can  only 
come  with  the  assistance  of  their  elders.  Unless  pastors 
and  parents  and  teachers  are  supportive,  the  Convocation 
itself  will  fall  flat.  We  are  working  diligently  to  insure 
that  it  will  be  a  high  moment  in  the  church  year  of  1972.  I 
beseech  you  earnestly  to  help  us  make  it  so. 


The  boards  and  agencies  of  the  conference  will  be 
meeting  before  long  to  prepare  their  recommended 
program  emphases  for  the  year  1973.  When  you  stop  to 
think  about  it,  vye  determine  a  great  deal  of  what  the 
future  year  is  going  to  mean  in  the  life  of  the  church  by 
these  deliberative  and  preparatory  meetings  in  which 
recommended  programs  are  conceived.  Let  me  urge  all 
board  members  to  attend  the  meetings  of  their  board  and 
enter  into  the  deliberations  prayerfully  and  thoughtfully. 
The  church  year  of  1973  is  being  created  through  the 
preparations  made  in  1972.  This  is  serious  business  and 
should  be  approached  with  reverent  and  thoughtful 
hearts. 

The  campaign  authorized  by  the  annual  conference 
for  the  raising  of  funds  for  Florida  Southern  College  and 
Bethune-Cookman  College  is  under  way.  These  two  fine 
schools  represent  the  commitment  of  United  Methodists 
to  make  available  Christian  higher  education  for  the 
leaders  of  tomorrow.  An  investment  in  these  colleges  is 
an  investment  in  the  spiritual  leadership  (both  lay  and 
clerical)  of  the  future.  With  your  cooperation  our 
program  of  higher  education  can  be  enriched  and 
sustained.  I  implore  you  to  give  it  your  prayerful 
consideration  and  your  generous  financial  response. 

The  Season  of  Lent  is  upon  us.  During  all  these  years 
of  my  personal  experiences  as  a  pastor  this  six  weeks 
constituted  the  most  blessed  and  inspiring  days  of  the 
whole  year.  It  is  a  season  for  reverent  reflections  and 
meditations.  It  offers  to  us  an  invitation  to  spiritual 
renewal  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  the  yearly  symbol  of  the 
rebirth  of  the  spirit  to  which  the  open  tomb  and  the  Risen 
Christ  invite  us.  The  glory  of  Easter  already  illumines  the 
horizon.  Pray  with  me  that  the  Spirit  of  God  will  move 
deeply  in  our  hearts  and  that  we  may  be  able  to  feel  the 
inexpressible  glory  of  the  promises  which  have  been  given 
us  through  his  Son. 

May  God  bless  you  all. 


Continuing  Story  On  The  Church  And  Taxes 


Another  story  on  what  is  happening  to  church  properties 
with  reference  to  taxation,  comes  from  Tennessee  where 
the  Tennessee  State  Court  of  Appeals  has  ruled  that  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  equipment  and  buildings 
which  do  not  “exclusively  promote  religious  belief  and 
worship  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine  and  practices  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church”  are  to  be  taxed. 

The  decision  overturned  a  ruling  by  the  Chancery 
Court  that  allowed  the  taxes  on  church  property  to  be 
prorated  according  to  that  portion  of  the  church  business 
not  related  to  strictly  religious  purposes. 

John  E.  Proctor,  president  and  publisher,  said  the 
latest  ruling  will  very  likely  be  appealed  to  the  State 
Supreme  Court. 

The  ruling  says  any  buildings  in  which  strictly 
religious  and  non-religious  activities  are  carried  on 
simultaneously  are  to  be  taxed.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
non-religious  activity  is  limited  to  a  certain  portion  of  the 
structure,  then  only  that  portion  would  be  taxed.  Any 
equipment  — a  printing  press,  for  example  — would  be 
subject  to  taxation  if  it  is  used  at  any  time  for  a  purpose 
not  exclusively  related  to  promoting  that  church’s 
doctrine. 

The  ruling  said  that  Methodist  Publishing  House 


property  is  to  be  taxed  unless  the  activities  are  “properly 
restricted  to  the  production  and  distribution  of  that 
literature  which  is  inherently  Methodist  literature, 
prepared  and  distributed  to  instill  and  propogate 
Methodist  doctrine.” 

The  specific  guidelines  set  down  by  the  three-judge 
panel  may  establish  a  precedent  in  court  determination  of 
taxing  church-related  property,  depending  on  the 
outcome  of  the  expected  appeal. 


Needed;  Camp  Superintendent! 

Due  to  the  resignation  of  one  of  our  conference  camp 
superintendents,  we  have  urgent  need  to  secure  a  couple, 
perhaps  a  retired  couple,  to  serve  as  grounds 
superintendent  of  one  of  our  Florida  conference  camps, 
as  of  March  1 . 

Ability  to  drive,  operate  tractor  and  mower,  and 
maintain  several  buildings  will  be  required. 

In  addition  to  a  moderate  salary,  a  recently-built 
three  bedroom  house  and  utilities  will  be  provided.  For 
further  information  write  to  The  Rev.  Warren  W.  Willis, 
Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 
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‘For  the  Hungers  of  Your  Heart’ 


Dear  Friends: 

Let  me  urge  you  to  attend  one  of  the  four  Convocations 
for  the  Laity-men,  women  and  youth.  Our  purpose  is  to 
evidence  our  continuing  unity  in  Christian  faith  and  disciple- 
ship,  and  to  consider  the  power  and  responsibility  of  the  Church 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  this  moment  of  history.  I  shall  look 
forward  to  seeing  you.  May  God  bless  you  all. 


1972  BISHOP’S  CONVOCATION  FOR  THE  LAITY 

Regional  Meetings 


•  Feb.  10,  7:30  p.m.  -  Daytona  Beach,  Peabody  Auditorium 

•  Feb.  1 1 , 7:30  p.m.  -  Ft.  Lauderdale,  War  Memorial  Auditorium 

•  Feb.  n,  2:30  p.m.  -  Lakeland,  Branscomb  Auditorium 

•  Feb.  13,  7:30  p.m.  -  Tallahassee,  Trinity  Church 


Our  guest  speaker,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lawrence  L.  Lacour,  is  senior 
minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Colorado  Springs,  Col., 
our  largest  church  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction  with  more  than  6,000 
members.  His  previous  service  includes  duty  as  a  Navy  chaplain  and 
10  years  as  Associate  General  Secretary  of  our  General  Board  of 
Evangelism,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


mWho's  Who 


William  A.  Meadows,  Jr.,  Miami  lawyer,  is  in  his  eighth 
year  as  lay  leader  and  president  of  the  Florida 
Conference  Board  of  the  Laity.  Fie  will  retire  from  the 
office  in  June. 


Ray  McDonough,  Debary  layman,  serves  as  pianist  at 
evangelistic  meetings  throughout  the  state,  and  has 
played  at  all  eight  of  the  Bishop’s  Convocations  and  for 
12  years  at  the  annual  Leesburg  Retreats. 


Harry  L.  Burney,  Jr.,  is  assistant  to  the  president  of 
Bethune-Cookman  College,  Daytona  Beach,  a  member- 
at-large  of  the  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  and 
associate  leadr'’  of  the  DeLand  District. 

t  he  Rev  Richard  E.  Blanchard,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
.liick  .ntiville,  has  composed  several  gospel  songs, 
including  “Fill  My  Cup.  Lord  ”  used  by  George  Beverly 
.iv  1  Bill  Mann  and  other  in  e'  ngelistic  crusades. 


Charles  Selph  is  a  principal  in  the  Polk  County  School 
System,  music  director  at  St.  John’s  Church,  Winter 
Flaven,  and  widely  known  as  an  evangelistic  song  leader 
throughout  Florida  and  at  the  annual  Leesburg  retreats 
for  United  Methodist  Men. 

Frank  Jacobs,  minister  of  music  at  the  Allapattah 
Baptist  Church,  Miami,  is  also  a  recording  and  concert 
artist  with  weekly  radio  and  television  programs,  and  a 
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soloist  at  the  Leesburg  Retreats. 

Our  prayer  leaders  are  these  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  district  presidents:  Mrs.  Roger  Harris, 
DeLand  District,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Van  Gelderen,  West  Palm 
Beach  District,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Baum,  Lakeland  District, 
and  Mrs.  Guy  Thomas,  Tallahassee  District. 

The  Convocations  are  sponsored  by  the  Florida 
Conference  Board  of  The  Laity. 

Florida  Southern  College 
To  Celebrate  Founders’  Week 

‘Partners  in  Education,”  marking  the  50th  anniversary 
of  Florida  Southern  College  relocation  in  Lakeland,  will 
be  the  theme  of  the  college’s  87th  Founder’s  Week 
observance,  February  24-26. 

Plans  for  the  celebration  were  incomplete  as  of  press 
time,  but  Dr.  Charles  T.  Thrift,  Jr.,  president,  said  that 
student  activities  will  feature  the  opening  day,  February 
24,  followed  by  a  convocation  February  25,  and  an  all¬ 
day  Homecoming  program  on  February  26  sponsored  by 
the  Alumni  Association. 

Prof.  Charles  Franklin  has  been  named  coordinator 
of  program  plans  for  the  observance. 

Actually,  Florida  Southern  did  not  open  in  Lakeland 
until  October  4,  1922,  but  the  bid  of  Lakeland  lor 
Southern’s  relocation  was  accepted  earlier  that  year  and 
work  commenced  at  once  on  the  first  two  buildings  at  the 
new  site. 

Florida  Southern’s  removal  to  Lakeland  followed  two 
disastrous  fires.  On  January  29,  1921,  fire  destroyed  the 
principal  buildings  on  the  campus  at  Sutherland  (now 
Palm  Harbor)  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1922  another  fire  destroyed  six  buildings  at  the  college’s 
temporary  location  in  Clearwater. 

The  state’s  oldest  private  college,  Florida  Southern 
was  founded  in  1885  and  was  located  in  Leesburg  until  its 
removal  to  Sutherland  in  1902. 


Communication  Is 
Top  Priority  — Whitley 

The  1970  Florida  Annual  Conference  authorized  Bishop 
James  W.  Henley  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Publication,  to 
be  composed  equally  of  lay  persons  and  clergy. 

The  Board  is  now  in  its  second  year  of  study.  It  is 
composed  of  men  and  women  who  have  had  experience 
and  knowledge  in  the  field  of  communications. 
Numerous  studies  have  been  made  of  the  needs,  interests 
and  the  possibility  of  publishing  a  weekly  newspaper  for 
United  Methodists  of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Clarence  W.  Whitley,  recently 
elected  chairman  of  the  Board,  and  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Smyrna  Beach, 
members  of  the  Board  hope  to  enlarge  upon  the  idea  and 
presentation  of  the  Florida  United  Methodist  with  a 
weekly  newspaper  of  four  pages  which  will  carry  the 
story  of  Florida  United  Methodism,  its  programs, 
missions,  interpretations;  General,  Jurisdictional  and 
Annual  Conference  news,  and  editorials  stating  the 
policies  and  directions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Says  Mr.  Whitley,  “To  set  up  a  weekly  newspaper, 
the  Board  will  need,  in  the  first  year  of  operation,  a 
workable  amount  of  monies  from  the  conference  until 
subscriptions  and  other  revenue  can  be  attained. 

“This  voice  of  a  weekly  in  the  homes  of  United 
Methodist  people  will  enlarge  knowledge  and  program  as 
well  as  inform. 

“Suggestions  from  lay  persons  and  clergy  will  be 
appreciated.” 

The  new  chairman  of  the  board,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitley,  succeeds  Victor  Leavengood  of  Tampa,  who 
resigned. 

John  S.  Detweiler,  Gainesville,  was  named  vice- 
chairman  to  succeed  Whitley.  The  Rev.  Donald 
Kokomoor,  Fort  Myers,  continues  as  secretary. 

The  Board  will  report  its  finding  and  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  in  June. 

Church  Women  United  Plan 
‘Enrichment  Experience’ 

Church  Women  United  in  Florida  will  sponsor  an 
“enrichment  experience”  for  Christian  women  of  any 
church  on  March  14,  15  at  the  Lake  Yale  Assembly  in 
Eustis,  Ela. 

.Special  guests  will  include  Mrs.  C.  L.  Spottswood  of 
Gainesville  and  the  Philippines.  Mrs.  Spottswood, 
together  with  her  husband,  has  served  as  a  missionary  in 
the  Philippines  for  25  years  and  will  be  returning  there 
soon  after  a  furlough  in  the  states. 

Persons  with  special  skills  will  lead  small  groups  in 
the  areas  of  prayer,  Bible  study,  music,  art,  and  rhytnmic 
movement. 

All  officers  in  state  areas  and  local  units  of  Church 
Women  United  are  especially  urged  to  come  and 
participate  in  this  endeavor. 

Specific  information  concerning  costs,  schedule,  etc., 
has  been  circulated  throughout  the  state  to  local  units. 
The  registrar  is  Mrs.  W.  P.  Tisdale,  501  N.  Ocean  St., 
Apt.  1501,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  32202.  The  planning 
committee  is  composed  of  Mrs.  Bruce  Gray,  Hastings, 
Mrs.  Chris  Matheson  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Foster.  Mrs.  W. 
Robert  Updegraff,  Haines  City,  is  president  of  Church 
Women  United  in  Florida. 
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As  A  Christian 


What  Do  You  Think  About  Television 
And  The  Drug  Culture? 


The  Christian  Science  Monitor,  a  widely-read  and  highly 
regarded  newspaper,  has  printed  a  hard-hitting  report  on 
tcMevision  advertising  and  the  “drug  lobby.”  The  articles 
ran  in  the  newspaper  on  November  4,  5,  and  6th. 

.According  to  the  newspaper  report,  the  drug  industry 
is  spending  some  $300  million  a  year  on  television 
advertising.  More  than  $100  million  a  year  is  spent  just 
on  advertising  non-prescription,  over-the-counter 
analgesics.  The  makers  of  Anacin  spend  $24  million  a 
year  on  advertising  alone. 

The  total  promotional  cost  of  all  drugs,  including 
prescription  drugs,  is  in  the  range  of  $  1  billion  a  year. 

The  newspaper  spotlighted  information  that  has  been 
coming  into  prominence  in  recent  months,  much  of  it 
through  Congressional  hearings.  The  Monitor  found  that 
between  100,000  and  200,000  over-the-counter  products 
are  “available  to  the  bewildered  customer.”  All  of  them 
are  formulated  of  some  combination  of  around  200  active 
ingredients  designed  to  treat  about  30  easily  recognized 
symptoms. 

“Dr.  Robert  Pitofsky,  director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Consumer  Protection  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission, 
says  that  drug  advertising  appears  ‘primarily  directed  at 
breaking  down  consumer  resistance,  creating  consumer 
acceptance  and  developing  consumer  demand.’  He  says 
that  it  is  frequently  ‘deliberately  uninformative’  and 
‘avoids  any  appeal  to  rational  judgment  and  addresses 
itself  to  the  emotions’.” 

Dr.  David  C.  Lewis,  assistant  professor  at  Harvard 
Medical  School,  says:  “My  concern  is  that  such 
widespread  promotion  of  drugs,  their  magical  qualities 
and  the  immediacy  of  their  effects  may  be  factors  that 
encourage  children  to  experiment  with  their  own  chosen 
array  ol  drugs,  whose  effects  are  just  as  immediate, 
magical,  and  wonderful  for  them.” 

The  Monitor  article  called  Sen.  Gaylord  Nelson’s 
“omnibus  drug  bill”  the  most  important  potential  piece 
ol  drug  control  legislation  in  decades,  but  noted  there  was 
some  question  whether  it  will  pass  Congress. 

The  bill  calls  for  the  Secretary  of  Health,  Education 
and  Wellare  to  approve  in  advance  all  advertising  for  any 
drug  that  is  to  appear  on  radio,  television,  or  in 
publication.  It  would  set  up  a  national  center  for  testing 
all  drugs,  make  manufacturers  pay  the  cost  of  testing, 
and  publish  the  results. 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  is  responsible  for 
ensuring  that  standards  of  purity  are  met  and  that  drugs 
are  properly  labeled.  But  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
is  technically  responsible  for  regulating  drug  trade.  But 
the  I  TC ,  with  a  staff  of  only  eight  or  ten  medical  experts 
probing  advertising  claims,  “is  hamstrung  by  lack  of 
lunds,  lack  of  personnel,  and  a  general  pass-thc-buck 
attitude  about  federal  enforcement,  ”  says  the  newspaper. 

Hearings  conducted  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Senator  Nelson  disclosed  instances  of  questionable  TV 
advertising  of  drugs,  -according  to  the  articles.  A 
commercial  for  in(|uish  said  it  “has  a  unique  way”  of 
relieving  he,':dachcs.“  .  .  .  with  extra  strength  and  gentle 

■  ‘  !  ’  ■  leading  pain  reliever  you  can  buy 

■  ■  •  ‘  • 

■  i  I  ■  .amc  .;me  c'MTmerc'a-  lor  Bayer  Aspirin  were 


saying,  “You  see  .  .  .  ,  no  one  has  ever  found  a  way  to 
improve  on  Bayer  aspirin  .  .  .  Even  we  can’t  improve  it, 
though  we  keep  trying.” 

Both  Vanquish  and  Bayer  Aspirin  are  manufactured 
by  the  same  firm,  the  Sterling  Drug  Company. 

The  Senate  hearings  also  singled  out  Vivarin,  a  small 
white  perk-up  pill  containing  sugar  and  caffeine  equal  to 
about  a  half  cup  of  coffee,  the  paper  stated.  Vivarin’s  full 
page  Parade  magazine  ad  last  March  quoting  a 
housewife’s  description  of  how  Vivarin  “worked”  to 
bring  her  husband  and  her  closer  together  was  called  an 
example  of  the  exaggerated  or  false  claims  resorted  to  by 
many  drugs  on  the  market  today. 

The  Monitor  noted  that  spokesmen  for  the  drug 
lobby  consider  their  work  “an  uphill  grind”  with  the 
growing  popularity  of  consumerism.  But  despite  that 
movement,  the  series  concluded,  ’’the  power  of  the  drug 
lobby  is  being  proved  again  and  again.” 

Needs  Of  Refugees 
Not  Changed  By  War 

A  major  source  of  funds  to  UMCOR  for  its  work  of 
overseas  relief  is  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  In 
addition,  this  year,  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Refugees 
from  East  Pakistan  is  a  churchwide  special  offering,  its 
gifts  to  be  used  through  UMCOR 

What  are  the  continuing  responsibilities  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  toward  the  people  of  Bengal? 

Before  the  December  war,  while  the  number  of 
refugees  from  East  Pakistan  living  in  India  was  growing, 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief 
had  begun  to  give  assistance.  During  the  summer  and  fall 
-two  major  appropriations  were  made  by  UMCOR  for 
clothing,  blankets  and  foodstuffs.  UMCOR  also  helped 
to  provide  medical  services  to  destitute  people  in  the 
refugee  camps. 

The  war  has  come  and  gone.  What  had  been  East 
Pakistan  now  is  the  poor  but  proud  nation  of  Bangla 
Desh. 

But  most  of  the  refugees  are  still  in  India.  The  refugee 
camps  are  still  their  home  -  and  will  be  for  several 
months.  The  process  of  repatriation  is  likely  not  to  be 
completed  until  May.  Meanwhile  the  dire  needs  already 
described  in  press  and  television  continue  for  millions  in 
the  camps. 

And  when  the  refugees  return  to  Bangla  Desh  they 
will  be  going  back  to  ruined  homes  and  unplanted  fields 
They  will  go  back  across  the  border  as  they  came  — with 
nothing. 

Said  a  spokesman  for  the  Division  on  Interpretation: 
We  are  all  aware  of  chaotic  conditions  in  the  area.  All 
ot  us  have  been  touched  by  the  depths  of  human  need. 
Most  of  I's  have  been  angered  by  the  bloody  reprisals  and 
it  now  appears  that  both  sides  in  the  controversy  are 
guilty  ot  crirnes  against  humanity.  Still,  our  respons¬ 
ibility  as  Christians  is  not  to  judge,  but  to  bind  up  the 
wounds  of  the  afllicted.” 

The  needs  are  as  apparent  as  they  are  over- 
w  e  mmg  .  .  .  Let  us  follow  tnrough  and  finish  up  on  the 
Bisnops  Appeal  for  Refugees  from  East  Pakistan.” 
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General  Conference  Coming  Up  .  .  . 


Complete  Text  of  CSC 
Resolutions  Available 

‘Statement  ’71,”  a  32-page  booklet  published  recently  by 
he  United  Methodist  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Zoncerns,  features  the  Board’s  wide-ranging  resolutions 
hat  will  be  submitted  to  the  1972  General  Conference  in 
\tlanta  next  April. 

Adopted  by  the  CSC  Board  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
tVashington,  D.  C.,  in  October,  these  resolutions  are 


Commission  On  Religion  And  Race 
To  Ask  For  Permanent  Status 

The  United  Methodist  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  created  in  1968  for  a  four-year  life,  is  asking 
that  it  be  made  permanent. 

The  34-member  unit  unanimously  voted  recently 
to  ask  the  1972  General  Conference  for  status  as  a 
continuing  agency.  It  is  presently  the  only  agency 
with  a  definite  terminal  date  in  its  mandate. 


Elimination  of  Racial 
Units  by  1973  Asked 

Fhe  1972  United  Methodist  General  Conference  will  be 
isked  to  approve  legislation  eliminating  all  remaining 
■acially-constituted  annual  conferences  and  districts  in 
he  denomination  by  July,  1973. 

If  the  church’s  top  law-making  body  accepts  the 
■ecommendations  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Zommission  on  Religion  and  Race  meeting  recently  in 
Zincinnati,  it  will  complete  a  process  begun  some  20 
/ears  ago  in  the  former  Methodist  Church  to  abolish  the 
Zentral  Jurisdiction  created  in  1939  to  contain  most  of 
he  denomination’s  Negro  churches  and  members.  There 
ire  at  present  five  black  conferences  and  one  district. 

Under  the  proposal  to  General  Conference,  the 
urisdictional  conferences  would  draw  the  boundaries  of 
ts  annual  conferences  without  regard  to  race.  The 
Tiergers  required  by  this  provision  would  be  effective  at 
he  close  of  the  1972  jurisdictional  conferences,  except 
hat,  where  desired,  the  annual  conferences  affected 
:ould  have  until  the  conclusion  of  their  1973  session  to 
nerge  discricts,  make  pastoral  and  superintendent 
issignments,  and  complete  other  necessary  details. 


The  United  Methodist  Ministry 

Recommendations  of  a  24-member  commission 
:onducting  a  four-year  study  of  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  was  mailed  to  all  General  Conference  delegates 
this  month.  While  details  were  not  announced.  Bishop 
Frederick  D.  Wertz,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  chairman  of  the 
?roup,  said  the  report  will  focus  on  the  “best  possible 
utilization  and  deployment  of  theological  schools  and 
ather  resources,  and  the  appropriate  promotional  and 
administrative  structure  deemed  most  effective  for  the 
advancement  of  the  church’s  ministry.” 


currently  only  statements  of  the  denomination’s  social 
action  agency.  At  the  1972  General  Conference,  a 
committee  of  that  legislative  body  will  consider  and  act 
on  the  the  resolutions  and  then  forward  them  to  the  entire 
body.  If  adopted  by  General  Conference,  they  become 
resolutions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Three  “omnibus”  resolutions  — headed  “Health, 
Welfare  and  Human  Development,”  ‘‘Human 
Relations,”  and  “The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Peace”  —  include  statements  on  a  variety  of  issues.  In 
addition,  two  other  resolutions  submitted  to  the  General 
Conference  deal  with  “The  American  Bicentennial”  and 
“Legalization  of  the  Birthday  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.” 

The  resolutions  on  “Health,  Welfare  and  Human 
Development”  has  statements  on  national  incomes 
policy,  social  welfare,  health  care,  responsible 
parenthood,  public  safety,  crime  prevention,  repression, 
gambling,  and  drug  and  alcohol  concerns.  Furthermore, 
the  last  statement  includes  discussion  of  alcohol,  tobacco, 
marijuana,  narcotics,  sedatives  and  stimulants. 

“Human  Relations”  deals  with  race,  community  life, 
housing,  the  right  to  privacy,  the  right  to  knowledge, 
extension  of  the  right  to  organize  and  bargain 
collectively,  equal  rights  of  women,  and  agricultural  and 
rural  life  issues.  Among  the  concerns  of  the  rural  life 
statement  are  population  distribution  policy  and 
planning,  regional  and  area  planning  and  development, 
improved  services  for  rural  people,  self-help  efforts  of 
poor  people,  justice  for  commercial  agriculture  and  new 
priorities. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  and  Peace”  deals 
with  disarmament,  imperialism  and  racism,  the  UN, 
world  trade  and  economic  development,  and  military 
conscription,  training  and  service. 

In  addition  to  the  resolutions  going  to  General 
Conference,  “Statement  ’71”  also  includes  eight  other 
resolutions  that  will  stand  as  positions  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  only.  These  include  discussion 
of  environmental  stewardship,  home  rule  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  (recently  rejected)  “Prayer  Amend¬ 
ment,”  the  educational  voucher  system  and  the  funding 
of  education,  campaign  spending,  protection  for  humans 
from  being  used  as  laboratory  animals  for  research 
purposes.  Southeast  Asia  and  the  Supreme  Court. 

Copies  of  “Statements  ’71”  are  available  from  the 
Service  bepartment,  100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.  E., 
Washington,  D.  C.  20002,  for  25  cents  each  (1-10  copies) 
or  20  cents  each  ( 1  1  or  more  copies).  Order  No.  is  G2055. 

Continued  COCU  Participation 
Recommended  To  General  Conference 

Continued  participation  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  nine-denomination  Consultation  of  Church  Union 
(COCU)  will  be  sought  when  the  General  Conference 
meets  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  next  April. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Affairs  meeting  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  ask 
participation  in  COCU  “with  a  view  to  the  perfecting  of 
a  plan  of  union  upon  which  a  future  General  Conference 
(after  1972)  may  be  asked  to  vote,”  and  calls  for 
continuing  review  and  response  by  United  Methodist 
churches  to  a  present  draft  of  union. 

The  Commission  also  supported  United  Methodist 
participation  in  an  “interim  eucharistic  fellowship” 
proposed  by  COCU. 
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1971:  A  Very  Good  Year 

Florida’s  700  United  Methodist  Churches  contributed 
S3, 035, 929  during  1971  for  the  support  of  state,  national 
and  world-wide  causes  which  are  included  in  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  budget,  and  then  contributed  another 
$  1 ,329, 100  to  45  other  categories  of  benevolent  causes. 

So  states  l.eroy  Northrup,  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  treasurer,  as  the  1971  books  were  closed. 

Total  benevolent  giving  for  1971  was  $4,365,030  — a 
five  percent  increa.se  over  1970  giving. 

Increases  were  noted  in  major  funds;  Christian 
Service  Fund,  District  Work  Fund,  District  Church 
F.xtension,  World  Advance  Specials,  National  Advance 
Specials,  Spanish  Ministry,  Ministerial  Education,  and 
Student  Loans  and  Scholarships. 

Decreases  were  noted  in  the  Youth  Service  Fund, 
World  Community,  UMCOR,  Fund  for  Reconciliation 
and  .Asbury  Towers. 

SEJ  To  Hold  Workshop 
On  Leisure  Ministry 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Church’s  Ministry  in 
Leisure  Workshop  will  be  held  this  year  at  Camp 
Sumatanga,  Gallant,  Alabama,  February  17-23. 
merge  districts,  make  pastoral  and  superintendent 
will  be  helpful  to  local  church,  district  and  conference 
workers.  Individual  staff  members  are  of  such  quality 
that  they  can  give  help  to  local  church  ministers, 
ministers  to  all  age  levels,  ministers  and  directors  of 
Christian  education,  recreation  directors  (local  church 
and  institutional)  and  laymen. 

More  information  and  brochures  on  the  workshop 
are  available.  Write  to  Warren  W.  Willis,  P.  O. 
Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 

Wage-Price  Control 
And  The  Local  Church 

Numerous  calls  and  letters  have  come  to  the  General 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance  for  information 
regarding  the  effect  of  the  wage-price  freeze  on  salaries 
for  local  church  workers,  including  ministerial  support. 

The  Rev.  Gene  Zimmerman,  Orlando  District 
•superintendent,  was  named  as  liaison  for  the  Florida 
Conlerence  to  get  what  information  is  available. 

According  to  Mr.  Zimmerman,  neither  the  Cabinet 
nor  the  World  Service  Commission  can,  at  this  time, 
issue  blanket  guidelines  upon  which  local  churches  can 
make  decisions  re  pay  increases.  Each  church  must  make 
Its  own  decisions  and  if  such  salary  increases  are  out  of 
line  adjustments  may  be  made  later. 

The  most  recent  statement  concerning  this  matter 
issued  by  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance, 
reiids  as  follows:  (1)  Salaries  of  church  employees  come 
under  the  5.5%  maximum  increase  guideline,  But  do  not 
require  prior  approval  or  reporting; 

(2)  A  major  point  is  that  pay  increases  for  individual 
employees  are  not  subject  to  a  5.5%  ceiling.  The  5.5% 
level  applies,  not  to  individuals,  but  to  each  group  of 
employees  thai  ols  the  Pay  Board’s  definition  of  “an 
-ippropriate  cmplovi  unit.”  Anyone  in  such  a  group  of 
•  '  pl-v.  na g;-t  an  increase  above  5.5%  so  long  as  the 
:  u:-  agg:.'ga!-  increase  i  ...  he  unit  as  a  whole  does  not 
-  I more  than  5.5''> . 


H 


I  Have  A  Debt 

Dear  Friends: 

I  have  a  debt.  I  owe  so  much  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  of  America  that  1  cannot  pay  my 
debt.  When  Cuba,  where  I  was  born,  was  aeprived 
of  all  freedom  by  Communism  and  I  was  being 
persecuted  because  of  my  faith,  my  family  and  I 
found  refuge  and  liberty  in  this  country. 

That  alone  should  make  a  man  forever  grateful. 
But  there  is  much  more  that  I  owe  to  the  U.S.A. 
The  greatest  thing  that  this  country  ever  did  for 
Cuba  was  to  send  Christian  missionaries  to  give  us 
Christ.  Because  of  the  influence  of  one  of  those 
missionaries.  Dr.  H.  B.  Bardwell  — a  man  who  not 
only  preached  Christ,  but  who,  as  a  true  disciple, 
lived  a  loving,  holy  life-  1  turned  to  Christ  at  the 
age  of  17,  and  in  Christ  I  have  found  the  true  riches 
of  life,  the  treasures  that  neither  moth  nor  rust  can 
spoil,  nor  thieves  can  steal. 

How  can  I  show  my  gratitude?  Can  I  pay  my 
debt?  No,  1  cannot.  But  I  certainly  wish  the  best 
for  this  country  and  would  like  to  do  something  for 
it.  The  best  for  any  country  anywhere,  at  any  time, 
is  to  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord  and  to 
learn  from  him. 

Ernesto  Vasseur,  pastor 
Woodbury,  Conn. 


(3)  Wage  and  fringe  benefit  increase  commitments 
made  prior  to  or  during  the  August  15-November  14 
freeze  period  for  payment  on  or  after  that  day  become 
payable  as  scheduled  after  November  14th.  These 

’  increases  are  subject  to  Pay  Board  rulings  only  when 
challenged  by  a  party  of  interest. 

(4)  Retroactive  pay  increases,  insofar  as  the  church  is 
concerned,  seem  to  be  definitely  ruled  out. 

(5)  There  are  no  exceptions  among  employers,  insofar 
as  being  covered  by  the  pay  ceiling  is  concerned. 

(6)  Practically  ail  fringe  benefits  and  all  wages  are 
covered  in  the  phrase  “Wage  Increases.”  Most  increases 
in  compensation  measurable  in  dollars  and  cents  term 
must  be  counted  in  determining  whether  you  are 
complying  with  the  wage  adjustment  standard.  “All 
forms  of  direct  or  indirect  remuneration  or  inducement 
to  employees  by  their  employers  for  personal  services 
which  are  reasonably  subject  to  evaluation”  are  covered. 
Examples:  vacation  and  holiday  payments,  bonuses, 
housing  allowances,  cost  of  living  allowances.  The  Pay 
Board  expects  soon  to  establish  specific  criteria  for 
permissible  exceptions  to  the  5.5%  guideline  ceiling  on 
the  new  wage  and  salary  increases.  Once  these  standards 
are  established,  the  Pay  Board  will  require  almost  any 
employer  granting  more  than  the  5.5%  limit  to  clear  such 
a  proposed  pay  boost  with  the  IRS. 

(7)  There  are  certain  pay  increase  exclusion, 
exemption  and  exception.  These  are:  increases  in 
compensation  paid  by  employers  that  are  outside  the 
scope  of  control  system  such  as  contributions  to 
insurance  plans.  Social  Security  and  Workman’s 
Compensation;  longevity  and  automatic  progression  pay 
increase!"  and  increases  to  employees  who  receive  less 
than  $1. 60/hr.  minimum  wage. 

According  to  Mr.  Brawner,  “I  had  earlier  advised 
groups  that  merit  increases  did  not  come  under  the  | 
5.5%  increase  limit.  This  now  seems  to  have  been  in  ! 
error.  ’  1 

If  in  doubt,  get  in  touch  with  your  District  Director  I 
ot  internal  Revenue  Service,”  continued  Mr.  Brawner.  ! 
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White  House  Conference  on  A  sins 

Focus  On  Responsibility  Of  Local  Church 


Whether  or  not  the  proposals  made  at  the  recent  White 
House  Conference  on  Aging  become  laws,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  does  not  have  to  wait  to  begin  acting 
on  such  proposals.  We  must  begin  now  says  Miss 
Virginia  Stafford,  director  of  Ministries  to  Older  Adults 
and  the  Homebound,  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Education. 

Miss  Stafford,  who  not  only  attended  the  conference, 
but  played  a  key  role  in  helping  set  it  up,  emphasizes  that 
the  local  church  must  become  actively  involved,  not  only 
in  plans  for  older  persons  in  their  own  congregations,  but 
must  go  out  into  the  community  to  where  the  people  are 
who  are  in  great  need  of  special  services.  Says  Miss 
Stafford,  “As  a  church,  we  are  being  reminded  by  a 
government-sponsored  activity  as  to  what  our 
responsibilities  are  and  what  we  should  do  to  fulfill  them. 
We  must  make  more  of  an  effort  to  reach  the  homebound 
and  older  people  who  are  not  members  of  any  faith  or 
congregation.” 

According  to  Miss  Stafford  every  community  is  full 
of  needy,  lonely,  older  persons  and  every  local  church  has 
opportunity  to  begin  immediately  to  help  meet  these 
needs. 

Less  than  five  percent  of  the  older  people  in  the 
United  States  are  being  cared  for  in  an  institution.  Older 
persons  not  in  such  institutions  should  be  supported  in 
their  own  independent  way  of  living,  hut  they  do  need 
help! 

Laymen  and  clergy  need  to  get  rid  of  the  prejudices 
concerning  older  persons  and  become  sensitive  enough  to 
look  at  life  through  an  older  person’s  eyes  -4h is  means 
knowledge  must  be  gained  about  older  people.  Out  of 
knowledge  comes  understanding,  care  and  concern. 
Older  persons  must  be  treated  as  individuals  with  their 
own  special  needs  and  desires. 

“The  church  can  go  to  work  on  these  jobs  now.  We 
already  know  a  lot  as  to  what  older  people  need;  we  do 
not  have  to  wait  for  public  directives.  The  proposals  set 
up  by  each  of  the  work  groups  at  the  conference  can  be 
the  beginning  of  a  reorganization  of  what  we  should  be 
doing  in  the  church,”  says  Miss  Stafford. 

As  a  follow  up  to  the  White  House  Conference,  the 

Plans  Completed  for 
Mature  Years  Conference 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  session  of  the  Mature  Years 
Conference  has  been  set  for  April  24-27,  at  the  United 
Methodist  Camp  at  Leesburg. 

The  theme  selected  for  the  1972  conference  is  “Get 
Involved  With  God.”  The  Rev.  Goddard  Sherman, 
pastor  of  the  Seminole  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Tampa,  has  been  selected  as  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  conference.  Live  other  guest  leaders  will  conduct 
the  Bible  study  sessions. 

The  cost  for  the  1972  conference  has  been  set  at  $20, 
with  a  pre-registration  fee  of  $2  to  accompany  each 
application.  Registration  forms  will  be  available  in  the 
March  issue  of  the  Coordinated  Mailing.  Contact  your 
pastor  or  coordinator  of  adult  ministries  to  secure  your 
registration  blank. 


United  Methodist  Interboard  Staff  Committee  on 
Health  and  Welfare  has  plans  for  a  meeting  Lebruary  3-6 
at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  to  explore  the  questions  raised,  to  look  at  the 
church’s  responsibility  and  to  establish  some  priorities 
for  church  action.  The  results  of  this  meeting  will  be 
circulated  to  all  local  churches  in  the  United  Methodist 
connection. 

“Linally,”  says  Miss  Stafford,”  we  will  need  to  work 
in  partnership  with  government  and  the  public  sector  in 
training  clergymen,  older  adults  themselves,  and  lay 
leadership  of  all  ages  in  understanding  what  it  means  to 
grow  old  in  our  society,  what  problems  exist  and  how  to 
understand  individual  aging  persons.” 

Tampa  District  Holds 
Mature  Years  Rally 

Over  100  adults  of  mature  years  attended  a  Tampa 
District  luncheon  meeting  led  by  the  Rev.  Jack  Inman, 
district  director  of  Adult  Ministries,  assisted  by  W.  C. 
Harden  and  Mrs.  Ethel  Lox,  district  representatives  of 
the  Mature  Years  Conference  steering  committee. 

Most  of  those  in  attendance  at  the  luncheon  were 
persons  who  attended  the  1971  Mature  Years  Conference 
held  at  the  Leesburg  Camp  plus  some  district  ministers 
and  other  interested  persons. 

The  principal  speaker  at  the  luncheon,  which  was  held 
at  Northeast  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tampa,  was 
the  Rev.  Goddard  Sherman,  pastor  ot  the  Seminole 
Heights  Church  in  Tampa.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sherman  will 
also  be  the  main  speaker  for  the  annual  Mature  Years 
Conference  to  be  held  in  Leesburg  April  24-27. 

Entertainment  at  the  district  meeting  was  provided  by 
tbe  Golden  Age  Band  of  the  Interbay  Community 
Center. 

United  Methodist  Workshop 
To  Be  Held  In  Washington 

Three  years  and  four  White  House  Conferences  later, 
where  should  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  the 
country  as  a  whole,  be  going  in  regard  to  recom¬ 
mendations  from  those  national  gatherings?  (We  have 
reported  in  some  degree  the  last  White  House 
Conference  on  Aging.) 

Those  and  other  questions  are  to  be  considered  by- 
participants  in  a  United  Methodist  Workshop  to  be  held 
in  Washington  Lebruary  3-6.  The  conferences  in  question 
are  those  held  in  President  Nixon’s  administration: 
White  House  Conference  on  Lood,  Nutrition  and  Health 
in  1969;  White  House  Conference  on  Children  in  1970; 
White  House  Conference  on  Youth  in  1971;  and  the 
latest  one,  the  White  House  Conference  on  Aging. 

Sponsoring  the  workshop  is  the  United  Methodist 
Interboard  Staff  Committee  on  Health  and  Welfare, 
comprising  staff  members  from  five  national  agen¬ 
cies  Board  of  Education,  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries,  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns,  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  the  Commission 
on  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries.  Out  of  the  meeting 
may  come  some  recommendations  to  General 
Conference. 
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^CHURCH  IN  ACTION-^ 


One  of  the  many  opportunities  which  the  local  church  has 
to  work  in  the  field  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  is 
for  local  churches  to  consider  the  kinds  of  “grass  roots" 
operations  that  could  be  undertaken.  The  following  story 
is  how  one  church  meets  the  needs  of  its  community. 


James,  received  a  severe  cut  and  was  ordered  by  her 
physician  to  stay  off  her  feet  for  a  period  of  several 
weeks.  The  cut  required  surgery  to  repair  ligaments  and 
it  was  necessary  for  her  to  use  a  wheelchair  at  home  and 
also  at  nursery  school.  By  having  a  portable  wheelchair 
she  was  able  to  use  it  both  at  home  and  school  allowing 
her  mother  to  continue  to  work. 

This  program  is  one  of  several  community  activities 
which  can  be  carried  on  by  any  local  church  and  is  the 
kind  of  “grass  roots”  activity  that  is  being  encouraged  by 
the  General  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  as 
part  of  its  Golden  Cross  program.  Rather  than  handing 
down  programs  to  local  churches  this  agency  is 
suggesting  that  every  congregation  should  survey  the 
health  and  welfare  needs  in  the  community  and  see  what 
should  be  done  to  meet  these  needs. 

Additional  suggestions  on  local  church  programs  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  this  agency,  1200  Davis  Street, 
Evanston,  III.,  60201 . 

The  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  is 
supported  through  the  World  Service  Fund. 

Many  churches  in  Florida  are  actively  engaged  in  this 
type  of  program.  Their  experiences  can  be  an  inspiration 
to  other  churches  and  can  be  of  great  help  in  offering 
specific  suggestions  upon  request.  The  Florida  United 
Methodist  would  like  to  open  a  way  for  such 
communications  between  churches  in  the  conference  and 
will  use  its  pages  for  stories  such  as  the  one  from  Ruston, 
La. 


A  Church  Library  — 

And  a  Pair  of  Crutches 

“1  would  like  to  check  out  some  children’s  books  and 
a  pair  of  crutches.”  Sound  like  a  peculiar  reouest  for 
your  church  library?  It  isn’t  in  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  La. 

This  congregation  saw  the  need  for  providing  sick 
room  supplies  in  the  community  and  members  and 
friends  are  able  to  check  out  these  supplies  just  as  they  do 
books  from  the  library.  In  fact,  it  is  the  church  librarian 
who  cares  for  the  sick  room  equipment.  In  existence  for 
more  than  six  years,  this  program  was  initiated  by  the 
task  force  on  Christian  Social  Concerns.  The  task  force 
collected  equipment  from  church  members  and 
purchased  additional  items  from  funds  in  the  local  church 
budget. 

Over  the  years  the  church  has  received  all  kinds  of 
gifts,  including  some  that  were  memorial  items.  The  sick 
room  equipment  is  available  to  anyone  in  Ruston  or  the 
immediate  vicinity.  No  one  needs  to  be  a  member  of  the 
congregation  and  no  time  limit  is  placed  upon  the  use  of 
the  equipment. 

Once  the  doctors  and  hospital  administrators  became 
aware  of  the  availability  of  the  sick  room  supplies  the 
requests  began  to  come  in.  Individuals  can  come  by  the 
church  and  check  out  items  for  their  family  or  friends. 
The  church  custodian  is  available  to  deliver  larger  items. 
Perhaps  the  most  used  equipment  are  the  wheelchairs, 
walkers  and  crutches.  Wheelchairs  are  the  most 
expensive  item  carried  in  the  inventory  and  are  in 
demand  becau.se  many  families  cannot  stand  the  expense 
of  purchasing  one  for  a  short  time. 

Typical  of  the  persons  who  used  the  sick  room 
euuipinent  is  Mrs.  J.  A.  Norris.  Mrs.  Norris  is  a  widow 
who  lives  alone  and  had  a  severe  fall  in  her  home.  She 
was  in  the  ho.spilal  for  68  days  and  was  able  to  leave  the 
hospital  only  if  certain  equipment  was  available  to  her. 
".hi  Used,  in  turn,  crutches,  a  walker  and  a  metal  walking 
--.nc. 

One  1)1  the  girls  in  the  chun  ’I’s  nursery  school,  Christ! 


Mrs.  J.  A.  Norris,  a  “customer"  oj  the  supply  room  at 
Trinity  Church.  Ruston.  La. 


Christi  James, 
who  would 
hav?  missed 
many  days  of 
school 
had  it  not 
been  for  the 
“borrowed” 
wheel  chair. 
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Seminar  To  Deal  With 
Town,  Country  Ministry 

Gov.  Reuben  Askew  will  be  the  featured  speaker  at  a 
four-day  seminar,  February  23-26  on  the  work  of  small 
town  and  rural  churches,  to  be  held  at  nearby  Camp 
Kulakwa. 

Fie  will  speak  at  the  Feb.  25  dinner  session  and  also 
serve  on  a  “brainstorming  panel”  to  follow. 

The  state-wide  seminar  is  sponsored  by  the  Florida 
Town  and  Countr\  Committee  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Rev.  M  arvin  Buckner,  Lake  City,  is 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Foxworthy  of  Reddick  is  the  seminar  registrar. 

The  Rev.  Robert  B.  Chapman,  superintendent  of  the 
Tallahassee  district,  said  the  seminar  is  “designed  to  help 
improve  the  church’s  ministry  in  town  and  country  areas 
relative  to  population  shifts,  natural  resources, 
community  life  and  Christian  Culture.” 

Besides  Gov.  Askew,  seminar  principals  will  include 
church  leaders,  educators,  businessmen  and  heads  of 
federal  agencies. 

Included  are  James  Jones,  chief  of  the  National  Farm 
Home  Administration,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Dr.  Harold 
W.  McSwain,  executive  director  of  the  Hinton  Rural  Life 
Center,  Hayesville,  N.  C.;  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Judy,  professor 
of  Sociology  of  Religion  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas;  Dr.  Robert  F.  Lundy, 
executive  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Melton  Ware,  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Florida  Program  Council,  Lakeland;  the  Rev.  Ralph  W. 
Nichols,  national  director  of  United  Methodist  Church 
and  Community  Work,  New  York  City,  and  Harold 
Howell,  certified  public  accountant  and  church  lay 
leader,  Orlando. 

Have  You  Seen  These? 

Some  new  films  have  arrived  at  the  Audio-Visual  Library 
at  the  United  Methodist  Building  in  Lakeland.  First, 
there’s  one  called  “Claude”  — a  16  mm  film  in  color, 
which  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  for  teachers  and 
students  to  explore  the  generation  gap  together.  It  is 
brief,  an  animated  joke  with  a  surprise  ending!  (Rental, 
$2.00). 

Second,  a  16  mm,  22-minute  color  film  -a  highly 
stylized  expression  of  reverence  for  the  core  of  universal 
truth  in  the  ideals  of  Buddhism  -  the  Four  Noble  Truths. 

It  pertains  essentially  to  the  contention  that  salvation 
comes  through  a  total  awareness  of  one’s  self  and  a 
cosmic  fusion  of  one’s  being  with  all  living  things.  It 
fathoms  the  idea  of  social  consciousness  as  well  as 
spiritual  renewal.  Designed  for  use  by  adults  and  youth, 
tne  film  is  very  helpful  in  looking  at  the  contemplative, 
meditative  side  of  life.  It  rents  for  $5.00. 

The  third  new  item  in  the  library  is  a  53-frame  film 
strip  -  with  record  -planned  to  show  the  advantages  of 
team  teaching.  It  shows  the  way  a  group  of  teachers 
pooled  their  resources,  shared  responsibilities  and  skills, 
and  in  general  helped  and  supported  each  other.  This 
SFS  may  be  rented  for  the  price  of  $  1 .00. 

All  audio-visuals  may  be  ordered  from  Mrs.  Hilda 
Faster,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 

The  Tree  Nobody  Wanted 

Where  would  you  find  a  two-dollar  Christmas  tree  that 
nobody  wanted,  filled  with  more  than  $200  worth  of 


Chaplain  Albert  J.  Rowell,  center,  a  member  of  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  now  .serving  in  Osan,  Korea, 
receives  an  award  for  outstanding  service.  Presenting  the 
award  is  Chief  tf  '  Air  Force  Chaplains,  Roy  M.  Terry, 
left,  with  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Maloy,  Commander ,  i  .  .S'. 
Forces,  Korea,  looking  on. 

decorations  — and  all  for  the  160  children  who  live  at  the 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Home  at  Enterprise  and 
Daytona  Beach? 

Well,  it  was  found  at  Morrison  Memorial  Church  in 
Leesburg!  It  happened  like  this.  Members  of  the  work 
area  on  education  decided  to  put  up  a  tree,  leaving  off 
any  decorations  so  that  persons  attending  the  special 
program  could  do  their  own  decorating. 

Gordon  Herlong  was  sent  to  get  the  tree.  He  went  to 
the  Kiwanis  tree  lot  hoping  to  get  one  free  — they  didn’t 
even  have  one  left!  Same  story  at  the  Jaycee’s  tree  lot. 
Finally,  downtown  at  a  store  he  found  a  small,  unshapely 
tree  which  the  owner  let  him  have  for  $2. 

Even  when  the  tree  was  carefully  set  up,  it  wasn’t 
exactly  an  even  tree.  Limbs  were  long  where  they  should 
have  been  short,  and  short  where  you  would  have 
expected  them  to  be  long  -  and  there  weren’t  many  limbs 
anyway. 

Those  persons  attending  the  program  saw  the  “left¬ 
over”  tree  when  they  entered.  Each  had  brought  a 
decoration  -strings  of  pennies,  Bowers  of  dollar  bills,  a 
star  with  two  fifty  dollar  bills  at  the  top,  rollers  of  pennies 
wrapped  in  gay  paper,  and  envelopes  with  bills  and 
checks.  The  tree  looked  better  with  each  item  added  until 
finally  it  stood  in  splendor,  sparkling  and  shining  and 
beautiful.  The  tree  that  nobody  wanted  turned  out  to  be 
the  best  tree  of  all! 

DeLand  District  Women 
Celebrate  10th  Birthday 

The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the 
DeLand  District  celebrated  its  tenth  birthday  at  the  time 
of  the  annual  meeting  held  recently  in  Daytona  Beach. 

Outgoing  president,  Mrs.  Ralph  Anderson,  presided 
at  the  morning  session.  Mrs.  Bruce  Gray,  former 
conference  president  of  the  Women’s  Society  and  also 
former  district  president,  gave  the  message  of  the  day 
using  as  her  theme,  “Yesterday,  Today,  and  Tomorrow.” 

The  anniversary  luncheon  was  presided  over  by  Mrs. 
Roger  Harris,  newly-elected  president  of  the  district 
society,  and  the  Rev.  Joe  A.  Tolle,  former  district 
superintendent  of  the  DeLand  District  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies. 
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CALENDAR 

Booklets  prepared  for  the  local  church  Council  on 
Ministries  are  now  on  the  press  and  will  be  in  the  mail 
shortly.  The  booklets  contain  the  full  calendar  for  1972 
but,  for  immediate  use,  we  are  using  the  columns  of  The 
Florida  United  Methodist  to  give  you  dates  and  places  of 
events  for  several  months  ahead. 

.JANUARY 

II,  12  Board  of  Missions  Meeting,  UMB,  Lakeland 
14,  15  Board  of  Evangelism  Meeting,  UM  B,  Lakeland 

15  Board  of  the  Laity,  Florida  Southern  College,  Lake¬ 

land 

16  Florida  Spanish  Ministry  Sunday 
16-22  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity 

17.  18  Family  Life  Department  Meeting,  UMB,  Lake- 
land 

21  Commission  on  Ecumenical  Affairs,  UMB,  Lakeland 
24,  25-  Seminar  for  Ministers  in  1st  and  2nd  Year  of 
Pastoral  Appointment,  UMB,  Lakeland 
28-Feb.  6  - UN/Washington  Seminar  for  Youth 
30  Children's  Flome  Offering  Sunday 

Begin  series  of  five  “New  Life  Mission”  train¬ 
ing  sessions  for  local  church  leadership.  Con¬ 
sultation  for  conference  program  staff  personnel 
with  their  district  counterparts. 

FEBRUARY 

4,  5  Christian  Social  Concerns  Meeting,  UMB,  Lake¬ 
land 

7  -  Committee  on  Settings  and  Groupings,  UMB,  Lake¬ 
land 

9  Deadline  for  Receiving  Program  Recommendations 
from  All  Sources 

10-13  -  Convocations  for  the  Laity 
13  Race  Relations  Sunday 

17,  18  -  -Coordinating  Committee,  Program  Council,  UMB 
Lakeland 

18  Executive  Committee,  Program  Council 

1 8-20  -  The  Bible  in  Contemporary  Life,  Weekend  of 
Bible  Study  for  Youth,  Leesburg 

19  -Commission  on  Stewardship  Meeting,  UMB,  Lake¬ 

land 

20  -  World  Student  Day  of  Prayer 

24-26  Florida  Southern  College  Founders’  Week 

Seminar  on  Town  and  Country  Ministries,  Lees¬ 
burg  Drug  and  Alcohol  Abuse  Projects  in  six 
areas  of  conference 

MARCH 

§  World  Day  of  Prayer 

3-8  Rustic  Camp  Leadership  Training  (two  sections), 
Leesburg 

1 1  Bishop's  Convocation  for  Confirmation  Classes, 

FSC,  Lakeland 

12  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  Sunday 

16,  17  Program  Council  Coordinating  Meeting,  UM B, 
Lakeland 
26  Palm  Sunday 

March  and  April  Stewardship  Rallies  in  each  Dis¬ 
trict  (by  request). 

Correction 


Bus  loads  oj  hoys 
and  girls  arrive 
in  Lakeland 
for  the  1971 
Bishop’s  Convocation 
for  Confirmation 
Classes.  The  convocatior 
for  1972  is  set 
for  March  1 1 . 


Book  Review  Sessions 
Create  Great  Interest 

“We  had  a  wonderful  experience  at  St.  John  Church,” 
said  the  Rev.  Eugene  Sheppard,  Sr.,  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Ft.  Lauderdale.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sheppard  was  referring 
to  the  series  of  “Relevant-Book-of-the-Month”  reviews 
being  conducted  throughout  the  conference  by  the  Rev. 
Arthur  R.  Crowell,  associate  program  director  of  the 
Florida  Conference  Program  Council. 

The  book  referred  to  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheppard  was 
The  Transparent  Self,  by  Sidney  M.  Jourard. 

The  review  of  The  Pleasure  Seekers:  The  Drug  Crisis, 
Youth  and  Society,  by  Joel  Fort,  M.  D.,  will  be  given  at 
Bartley  Temple  Church  in  Gainesville  on  Saturday,  Feb. 
5.  The  hour  is  noon.  “All  persons  in  the  Gainesville  and 
Jacksonville  Districts  who  are  interested  are  cordially 
invited  to  attend,”  says  Dr.  Crowell. 

Dr.  Crowell  also  announced  that  the  March  book 
review  would  be  Skinner’s  book.  Beyond  Freedom  and 
Dignity  and  also  reviews  on  James  Cone’s  two  books. 
Black  Theology  and  Liberation  and  Black  Power  and 
Theology.  The  session  will  be  held  at  St.  Mark’s  Church, 
Lakeland,  on  Saturday,  March  4  at  noon. 


Is  This  On  Your  Calendar? 


An  item  regarding  the  cost  of  rental  of  the  film  entitled 
The  Stray  appeared  in  the  January  issue  of  The  Florida 
‘  nil  d  M.  thodi^l. 

'  he  eusi  of  $2.00  for  rental  of  this  film  was  in  error. 
-  ri  ll- :d  cost  i.s  $5.00. 


The  annual  School  of  Christian  Mission  for  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  will  be  held  at  Florida  Southern 
College,  Lakeland,  July  21-23  for  the  weekend  session, 
and  the  24-28  for  the  week  session.  It’s  on  our 
calendar  — is  it  on  yours? 
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Six  Central  Elorida  United  Methodist 
churches  with  enlarging  horizons  (clockwise 
from  upper  left):  East  Orlando,  Bonneville, 
Orlando,  Curry  Eord  Road,  Orlando,  St. 
Andrew’s,  Winter  Park,  Union  Park,  Orlan¬ 
do,  and  Christ,  Orlando. 


This  is  a  good  story  a  once-upon-a-time  story  if  you 
can  see  that  the  possibilities  opening  up  for  the  people 
involved  can  be  far-reaching,  dynamic,  exciting,  and 
fulfilling.  And  best  of  all,  the  people  and  the  churches 
they  represent  will  be  Christ’s  church  in  mission  as  they 
minister  to  people. 

Up  in  the  Northeast  section  of  the  Orlando  District 
there  are  six  churches  — St.  Andrew's,  Union  Park,  East 
Orlando,  Bonneville,  Christ  and  Curry  Ford  Rd.  These 
are  smaller  churches  as  far  as  membership  goes.  Then 
there  are  five  pastors,  Al,  Curtis,  George,  Dick  and  Carl, 
plus  a  district  superintendent.  Gene.  And  they  are  all  a 
part  of  the  story. 

Being  smaller  churches,  there  exists  certain  attitudes 
and  conditions  which,  for  the  most  part,  impose 
restrictions  upon  a  pastor  and  his  congregation 
restrictions  which  can  and  do  severely  limit  inward 
growth  as  well  as  outreach.  The  Rev.  Gene  Zimmerman, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Orlando  District,  in 
speaking  of  some  of  his  smaller  churches  and  the  men 
who  serve  them  said,  “These  churches  tend  to  have 
ministers  in  and  out  and  frequently  have  no  minister.  So, 
to  begin  with  there  is  lack  of  continuity.  These  churches 
frequently  become,  or  feel,  isolated.  Because  of  the  small 
numbers,  they  can  easily  lose  their  sense  of  mission,  their 
sense  of  accomplishment  and  vitality,  and  frequently  feel 
that  nobody  cares  about  them  that  they  are  on  the 
“outside,”  and  not  a  real  part  of  ongoing  United 
Methodism. 

“Also,”  he  continued,  “pastors  of  these  churches  get 
these  same  feelings.  As  persons  they  often  feel  left  out. 


Congregation  attending  the  first  "union”  service  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Church. 

separated,  and,  in  trying  to  fulfill  their  ministry  to  their 
people,  feel  frustrated  and  discouraged.” 

Well,  to  get  on  with  the  story  of  these  six  churches.  Al 
Donovan,  pastor  of  St.  Andrew’s,  started  the  ball  to  roll 
when  he  invited  ministers  and  congregations  of  the  other 
five  churches  to  join  the  St.  Andrew’s  congregation  for 
an  evening  service.  A  group  of  singers- the  Warren 
Willis  Singers  from  East  Hillsborough  county  — were 
invited  to  come  and  give  a  concert.  Al  felt  that  the  singers 
deserved  a  full  house— and  he  also  felt  that  he  wanted  to 
shar.  the  tremendous  message  of  the  singing  group  with 
othi-r  congregations  and  fellow  pastors. 

The  first  “union”  service  was  a  tremendous  success 
with  more  than  two  hundred  people  filling  the  St. 
Andrew';,  sanctuary.  Delighted  with  the  response  and 
cnihus.:;  m  r,..,r  c, ypQ  pastors  decided  that  they 
should  do  it  again.’  And  so  the  regularly  monthly  series 
of  get-togethei  services  began. 

d'-  ■  veeting'  '  c'/-  continued  all  pastors  report  that 
■c.  in  oic;  feeling  of  a  supportive 

'  '  n  ;  ■ihusiasrn  nd  confidence  which  is 


A 

Story 
of  Six 
Small 
Churches 


Ministers  who  participated  in  the  first  "union”  service 
include,  from  left  front,  Al  Donovan.  George  Watson, 
Jr.,  ana  Richara  Campbell:  rear.  Carl  Brooks,  Don 
Reynolds,  Curtis  Norton. 


spreading  throughout  all  the  congregations.  Cooperation 
in  other  areas  of  ministry  are  beginning  to  take  place  as 
the  feeling  of  “we  can  do  it”  expands. 

Each  church  takes  its  turn  in  being  host  church,  so  all 
are  beginning  to  feel  “at  home”  in  any  of  them.  They  are 
getting  to  know  each  other  and  to  feel  a  kinship  and 
closeness  they  did  not  have  before. 

The  effects  of  being  involved  in  larger  groups  are 
showing  up  in  activities  in  each  local  church.  Said  Curtis 
Norton,  pastor  of  Union  Park  Church,  “At  the  beginning 
1  was  hesitant,  because  of  the  irregularity  (once  a  month) 
of  the  meetings.  I  was  afraid  that  someone  not  knowing 
about  the  union  service  would  come  on  a  Sunday  evening 
and  find  Union  Park  closed.  But,  this  hasn’t  been  a 
problem.  I  have  seen  the  results  of  this  reaching  out  to 
other  congregations.  We  have  recently  been  involved  in 
an  interdenominational  meeting  which  was  tremendously 
successful.  Our  people  are  beginning  to  feel  ready  and 
open  to  new  programs  and  ideas.” 

All  the  pastors  expressed  their  awareness  of  the 
deepening  feeling  of  fellowship  with  one  another  and  the 
strength  derived  from  such  a  fellowship,  both  personally 
and  as  pastors  to  their  people. 

Said  Mr.  Zimmerman,  “This  whole  experience  has 
upgraded  the  churches  and  is  upgrading  the  feeling  the 
pastor  has  about  his  church.  The  necessity  of  this  is  of 
prime  importance,  and  the  need  urgent,  since  the 
majority  of  churches  in  the  Florida  Conference  have  a 
membership  of  under  200. 

George  Watson,  pastor  of  the  East  Orlando  church 
told  of  the  plans  of  his  church  to  conduct  a  six-week 
series  of  services  on  Sunday  evening.  The  church  has  not 
been  having  evening  services,  and  the  plan  for  the  series  is 
an  outgrowth  of  the  experiences  the  congregation  has  had 
in  the  “union”  services. 

Some  ideas  for  future  plans  include  cooperative 
efforts  in  the  work  of  United  Methodist  Men,  a  Saturday 
morning  prayer  breakfast  for  men  of  all  the 
congregations,  building  on  the  prayer  breakfast  already 
begun  at  Bonneville  where  Richard  Campbell  is  pastor, 
continued  meetings  of  combined  youth  groups,  and 
expanded  youth  programs  planned  for  summer. 

Although  the  original  idea  of  the  combined  services 
was  initiated  by  the  ministers,  they  give  full  credit  to  the 
people  of  the  congregations  for  its  success.  The  new 
feeling  of  fellowship,  understanding  and  enthusiasm 
operas  the  door  for  creative,  new  areas  of  mission.  Where 
this  feeling  exists  spiritual  growth  takes  place.  And  that’s 
what  it’s  all  about! 
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A  Progress  Report  From  The 
Sunday  School  Committee 

The  Rev.  Ray  Harrison,  pastor  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Brandon  and  chairman  of  the 
Florida  Conference  Sunday  School  Attendance 
Committee,  has  made  the  following  report: 

There  are  387  churches  of  the  Florida  Conference 
who  are  participating  in  the  Sunday  School  Attendance 
drive  for  this  conference  year. 

The  Lakeland  District  leads  the  conference  with  an 
increase  in  attendance  ol  444  for  the  month  of 
November.  Second  is  the  Tampa  District  with  an 
increase  of  295  over  the  same  period  last  year,  with  the 
West  Palm  Beach  District  third,  showing  an  increase  of 
204. 

Of  the  387  churches  participating,  there  are  194  that 
showed  a  substantial  increase.  The  increases  shown  in  the 
various  age-level  groups  indicated  91  for  children,  92  for 
youth,  and  1  15  for  adults. 

Four  other  districts  were  less  than  82  below  their 
average  tor  last  year  which,  the  Sunday  School 
Committee  feels,  will  come  up  in  the  succeeding  months. 

In  the  district  rallies  held  throughout  the  conference, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  enthusiasm  shown. 
Churches  demonstrating  the  greatest  enthusiasm  have 
proven  that  this  ingredient  afone  wilf  make  a  substantiaf 
change  in  the  attendance  at  the  Sunday  Schoof  hour. 

Two  districts  have  reported  for  December.  The  West 
Palm  Beach  District  has  a  small  increase  over  December 
last  year,  and  the  Tampa  District  is  only  23  below  their 
average  for  last  year. 

The  Conference  Committee  would  like  to  encourage 
all  churches  not  presently  participating  to  work  up  their 
November  reports  and  send  them  in  immediately  so  that 
they  can  become  a  part  of  an  attendance  drive  that  is 
going  to  show  an  increase  in  Florida. 

An  emphasis  on  Sunday  School  Attendance  this  year 
is  a  striving  for  numbers  because  we  realize  that  numbers 
represent  people,  and  people  are  our  business! 

In  all  the  twelve  districts,  those  districts  that  came 
nearest  to  having  100%  participation  among  its  churches 
are  those  districts  that  have  the  largest  average  increase 
in  attendance  among  its  participating  churches. 
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Bishop’s  Message: 

What  Happens 
In  Atlanta 

My  dear  friends: 

Once  in  four  years  every 
Annual  Conference  of 
United  Methodism  sends 
elected  delegates,  both 
ministerial  and  lay,  to  the 
General  Conference.  This 
is  where  plans  are  laid  for 
United  Methodism  in  its 
missionary,  evangelical, 
and  financial  programs 
throughout  the  world.  It  is 
the  place  where  the  rituals 
of  the  church  are  revised  and  adopted  for  use  in  pubfic 
worship.  It  is  the  legislative  body  of  the  church.  Literally 
thousands  of  petitions  are  being  assembled  as  they  come 
from  local  congregations,  annual  conferences,  and  even 
individuals,  suggesting  revisions  and  adaptations,  new 
programs  and  the  discontinuation  of  programs  for  the 
church.  All  these  petitions  will  be  distributed  among, 
considered  by,  and  referred  with  approval  or  disapproval 
for  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  by  legislative 
committees. 

Almost  every  night  during  the  two  weeks  of  the 
General  Conference  a  report  will  be  telephoned  into 
Lakeland  from  the  seat  of  the  General  Conference  by  a 
Florida  Conference  reporter  who  will  conscientiously 
seek  to  define  all  the  legislation  and  activities  of  that 
particular  day.  Whatever  is  legislated  will  be  reported 
upon  with  trustworthy  reliability. 

The  conference  office  will  dispatch  the  same  night  a 
letter  to  each  minister,  conference  and  district  lay 
leaders,  WSCS  officers,  and  others,  the  report  that  has 
been  received  of  the  action  of  the  General  Conference 
that  day.  In  this  manner  we  are  seeking  to  keep  every 
local  minister  and  his  congregation  abreast  of  what  is 
happening  in  Atlanta  with  the  hope  that  each  church  may 
have  accurate  and  as  adequate  information  as  can  be 
communicated  almost  immediately. 

Pray  for  the  General  Conference.  The  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  world  will  be  affected  by  what 
happens  in  Atlanta  during  the  sessions  of  this  important 
body. 

While  we  are  pondering  General  Conference  and  its 
importance  to  the  church,  we  become  soberly  reminded 
that  our  annual  conference  is  just  around  the  corner. 
Delegates  have  already  been  elected  from  each  local 
church.  For  me,  this  is  going  to  be  one  of  the  most 
significant  gatherings  in  my  entire  life.  I  trust  that  it  will 
be  a  triumphant  year  in  the  spiritual  life  of  United 
Methodism  in  Florida.  The  Lord  is  expecting  such  great 
things  of  us  and  there  is  so  much  to  be  done. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you,  may  the  Lord 
rejoice  in  the  commitment  of  your  life  to  His  ministry 
and  service.  May  the  Lord  find  you  faithful  in  your 
endeavor  to  extend  His  Kingdom  until,  at  long  last,  it 
embraces  all  men  everywhere  throughout  the  whole  wide 
world.  Cordially  yours, 

The  conference  treasurer’s  office  reports  that  the 
Bishop’s  Appeal  for  Pakistani  Relief  offering  in  the 
Florida  Conference  had  reached  $12,999  as  of  February 
10. 
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Changes  In  Appointments 
Announced  By  Cabinet 

Several  changes  in  appointments  were  announced 
recently  by  Bishop  James  W.  Henley  and  the  Cabinet. 
The  appointments,  effective  February  1 ,  were  as  follows; 

Ebene/er,  Jacksonville,  Cubell  Johnson;  Ebenezer, 
Orlando  losliua  Reddick;  Pine  Island,  Sarasota  District, 
W.  S.  Godfrey;  Grace-Knights,  Plant  City,  Thomas  M. 
Field;  Kimberly  Village,  Jerry  Brummett;  Pierson,  Dana 
Hamrick;  Asbury  Church,  Holiday,  Fla.,  James  V. 
Harvester;  Worthington-St.  Johns,  James  Tompkins  (in 
addition  to  chaplaincy  duties).  The  Rev.  Paul  Hogue 
former  pastor  at  Grace-Knights,  Plant  City,  retired 
under  the  20  year  rule. 

Several  changes  in  charge  boundaries  were  also 
made. 

FUM  Credit  Union  Shows 
Remarkable  Growth 

The  Florida  United  Methodist  Credit  Union  has  just 
issued  its  year-end  report  to  all  members.  The  report 
shows  increased  growth,  plus  a  multitude  of  expanding 
services. 

The  Credit  Union  has  notified  members  that  a  5% 
dividend  was  posted  to  each  account  as  of  December  31, 
1971.  The  report  showed  a  membership  of  497  with 
$136,603  deposited  in  share  accounts.  On  loan  at  the 
present  time  is  $  108,960. 

United  Methodists  in  Florida  are  reminded  that 
Credit  Union  membership  is  open  to  all  ministers,  lay 
members  on  district,  conference  and  institutional  boards 
and  emplo  ees  of  all  Methodist  churches  and  institutions 
in  the  Florida  Conference  — awt/  members  of  their 
families. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  M.  Fritz,  manager  of  the  Credit 
Union,  urges  members  to  use  it  for  financing  car 
purchases,  appliances,  tuition  or  any  other  need  which 
may  arise  (other  than  real  estate  or  mobile  homes).  Says 
Mr.  Fritz,  “Get  our  price  and  then  shop  around  — if  you 
can  do  better  we  have  already  rendered  you  a  service. 
Always  think  of  your  Credit  Union  first  — even  when  it 
comes  to  paying  income  tax!” 

For  aoditional  information  contact  the  Rev.  Clifford 
M.  Fritz,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 

‘A  Short  Course  In  Cable  TV’ 

One  of  the  more  practical  church  services  to  long-term 
community  welfare  is  a  recent  guide  to  cable  television 
published  by  the  United  Church  of  Christ's  Office  of 
Communication. 

The  booklet  entitled  A  Short  Course  in  Cable  TV 
suggests  that  communities  make  sure  that  the  cable 
operator  makes  his  programming  and  facilities  available 
10  the  public  on  a  non-discriminatory  basis.  It  answers 
many  questions  which  are  being  raised,  and  gives 
excellent  guidance  to  those  persons  who  are  'interested 
and  involved  in  this  newest  avenue  of  communication. 

F;:r  further  information  about  this  booklet  write 
Office  of  Communication,  United  Church  of  Christ,  289 
Park  Avenue  South,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10010.  Their 
telephone  number  is  (21 2)  475-2 1 27. 


AnnouncemerEt 

'  I  M,.  ..  ’Ms!  Foundation’s  annual  membership 

.  '  Friday,  June  9,  1972,  at 

•i  if  '.  "  ium.  Lakeland,  Florida,  at 

'  A  E  ,  :  '  .  '  'utive  Director. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Williamson  shown  with  their  new 
home  in  the  woods  at  the  North  Florida  United 
Methodist  Camp.  Mr.  Williamson  is  serving  as  resident 
caretaker.  This  means  that  we  will  now  he  able  to  rent 
rustic  camp  facilities  to  small  groups  who  wish  to  use 
them  for  camping,  retreats,  etc.  The  Mobile  home 
belongs  to  the  camp  and  has  Just  been  installed.  Charles 
and  Gertrude  Williamson  are  former  members  of  the 
Seminole  United  Methodist  Church. 


Top:  Charles  Williamson  and  E.  J.  Hogan,  youth  camp 
superintendent ,  prepare  forms  for  a  new  laundry  and  tool 
house.  This  is  located  fust  behind  the  new  mobile  home  at 
the  North  Florida  Camp.  Lower:  E.  J .  and  Charles,  carry 
the  new  washing  machine  into  the  completed  building. 
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‘It  Is  Our  Purpose  .  .  .  ’ 

(The  first  in  a  series  of  commentary  articles  on  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  Purpose  and  Priorities  for 
I973.j 

By  Robert  Temple 

In  the  evening  session  of  the  day  of  Thursday,  June  3, 
1971,  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  approved  a 
document  that  may  be  one  of  the  most  significant  in  its 
history:  “A  Statement  of  Purpose  and  Priorities  for 
1973”  (see  1971  Journal,  pp.  162-3  — also  p.  4,  1972 
Council  on  Ministries  booklet). 

It  is  significant  in  that  it  may  be  the  only  occasion  in 
the  history  of  Florida  United  Methodism  that  a  definitely 
worded  statement  as  to  our  mission  in  the  State  of 
Florida  has  been  adopted.  We  have  all  talked  about  our 
task  in  this  State.  We  have  theologized,  philosophied, 
and  opinionized  about  it.  But  we  have  never  come  to  any 
agreement  as  to  how  such  a  statement  of  mission  and 
purpose  should  be  articulated  that  is,  until  June  3, 
1971. 

The  inspiration  for  such  a  document  has  come  from 
the  new  thinking  about  church  structure  since  the  local 
church  structure  was  implemented  in  1969  and  1970.  We 
were  all  advised  to  allow  form  to  follow  mission.  Many  of 
our  churches  made  the  mistake  of  plunging  headlong  into 
new  forms  without  ever  once  determining  their  mission. 
Even  our  annual  conference  had  never  thought  through 
such  a  matter  until  its  Program  Council  offered  a 
“Statement  of  Purpose  and  Priorities.” 

At  its  March,  1971,  program  planning  meeting,  the 
Program  Council  named  a  number  of  small  task  forces  to 
formulate  portions  of  the  overall  statement.  The  task 
forces  met  separately  with  each  individual  struggling  to 
come  to  a  written  expression  of  his  group’s  assigned 
portion.  Then  the  individuals  pooled  their  tnoughts  and 


Robert  M.  Temple,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bartow. 


emerged  with  a  consensus  statement  which  was  then 
returned  to  the  Program  Council  for  consideration. 

After  considering  each  of  the  statements  and  making 
several  changes  in  wording  and  phrasing,  the 
“Statement”  was  adopted  for  presentation  to  the  Annual 
Conference.  It  was  first  circulated  in  May,  1971,  at  the 
various  district  pre-conference  meetings  and  then 
approved  by  the  Annual  Conference  in  June. 

Such  a  document  as  a  “Statement  of  Purpose  and 
Priorities,”  representing  over  seven  hundred  churches 
having  almost  three  hundred  twenty  thousand  members 
deserves  some  kind  of  interpretation.  In  this  and  other 
articles  to  follow,  it  will  be  our  purpose  to  attempt  to  give 
emphasis  and  commentary  to  this  important  document. 

The  Statement  follows  a  neat  well-organized,  and 
logical  format,  very  adaptable  to  a  sermon  or  even  a 
series  of  sermons.  It  is  divided  into  four  parts.  The  first 
part  points  to  our  Purpose  in  response  to  God’s 
reconciling  love.  The  second  part  deals  with  our 
Responsibility  as  an  annual  conference  to  carry  out  that 
purpose. 

The  third  part  lists  the  Priorities  which  should  be 
foremost  in  our  concerns  as  we  seek  to  fulfill  our 
responsibility  to  our  purpose.  The  fourth  part  lists  five 
Principles  which  guide  the  development  of  the  strategies 
(programs)  to  fulfill  the  conference  purpose  and 
priorities. 

The  first  division  of  the  Statement  reads:  “In 
Response  to  God’s  Reconciling  Love,  it  is  our  Purpose: 


(a)  To  bring  persons  into  a  vital  relationship  with  the 
mind  and  spirit  of  Christ;  (b)  To  draw  them  into  a 
fellowship  of  mutual  trust  in  which  they  may  grow  in  the 
knowledge  and  worship  of  God;  (c)  And  to  so  order  our 
lives  by  proclamation,  witness,  and  service  that  we  may 
manifest  that  reconciling  love  in  the  world  at  the  point  of 
personal  and  social  needs.” 

The  theme  here  is  “reconciling  love.”  Whatever  we 
do  as  faithful  members,  as  a  church,  as  a  conference,  we 
do  in  response  to  the  love  which  has  already  acted  in  our 
behalf,  toward  us  and  for  us.  (“God  was  in  Christ 
reconciling  the  world  to  himself,  not  counting  their 
trespasses  against  them,  and  entrusting  to  us  the  message 
of  reconciliation.  So  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  God 
making  his  appeal  through  us.”  Second  Corinthians, 
5;l9-20a,  RSV.) 

The  first  purpose  we  have,  therefore,  is  to  share  that 
reconciling  love  with  others,  to  help  “bring  persons  into  a 
vital  relationship  with  the  mind  and  spirit  of  Christ.”  We 
are  missionaries.  We  are  evangelists.  We  are  the  disciples 
called  to  go  and  “make  disciples  of  all  nations  .  .  .  ” 
(Matt.  28:19a,  RSV.)  All  of  us  as  Christians  are  both 
cleros  (ministers,  servants)  and  laos  (people  of  God) 
called  to  this  purpose  of  aiding  and  assisting  others  in 
being  related  in  fellowship  with  God. 

But  that  is  not  all  there  is  to  purpose.  We  are  not  only 
to  relate  them  to  God,  we  are  also  to  relate  them  to  a 
people,  to  the  company  of  believers.  An  old  proverb  says 
that  the  coal  taken  out  of  the  fire  to  glow  by  itself  soon 
dies.  This  is  true  with  the  Christian.  A  member  needs  the 
church,  and  the  church  needs  the  member.  It  is  our 
purpose  “to  draw  (persons)  into  a  fellowship  of  mutual 
trust  in  which  they  may  grow  in  the  knowledge  and 
worship  of  God.” 

In  the  worship,  study,  and  fellowship  of  the  church 
the  Christian  learns  of  God’s  claims  upon  him,  God's  call 
to  an  obedient  discipleship. 

Through  the  “proclamation,  witness,  and  service”  of 
the  church  to  us  we  come  “to  order  our  lives  ...”  But 
this  is  not  an  ordering  of  life  for  self-gratification  or  self- 
idolization,  but  rather  “that  we  may  manifest  that 
reconciling  love  in  the  world  at  the  point  of  personal  and 
social  needs.”  Here  we  learn  that  the  Gospel  of  which  we 
preach  has  both  personal  and  social  implications.  We  are 
concerned  about  the  person’s  inward  and  inner  being  and 
his  outward  existence. 

The  needs  of  an  empty,  restless  soul  are  intimately 
and  inseparably  wrapped  up  in  the  needs  of  freedom, 
justice,  equality,  dignity,  a  peaceful  home,  a  “planned” 
family,  adequate  medical  care,  a  decent  job  with  decent 
pay,  clean  air  and  water,  an  unprejudiced  society,  and  a 
world  at  rest  from  war. 

The  human  person  is  a  mixed  conglomerate  of  needs 
both  personal  and  social.  As  a  conference,  and  as 
churches  and  Christians,  we  have  the  purpose  of 
manifesting  God’s  reconciling  love  as  it  centers  in  at 
those  points  of  personal  and  social  needs. 

Next  installment;  “It  Is  Our  Responsibility  .  .  .” 

Council  On  World  Service 
Expresses  Gratitude  To  UM 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  treasurer  of  the  Council  on  World 
Service  and  Finance  for  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
joins  with  Bishop  Paul  Hardin,  Jr.,  and  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Council  in  expressing  appreciation  and 
gratitude  for  every  effort  made  in  1971  in  behalf  of  the 
general  benevolence  and  administrative  programs  of  the 
church. 

Says  Mr.  Brawner,  “1972  is  with  us.  The  need  for 
greater  support  for  general  church  benevolence  program 
is  great.  Greater  effort  and  better  understanaing  will 
achieve  the  desired  results.” 
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One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing:  March  12 

Nearly  10  million  persons  are  victims  of  the  natural  and 
man-made  problems  of  Bangla  Desh.  These  people  have 
been  battered  by  forces  beyond  their  control - 
hurricanes,  civil  strife,  war.  For  hundreds  of  miles  along 
the  India-Bangla  Desh  border  these  refugees  live  a  day- 
to-day  existence  with  barely  enough  food  to  stay  alive, 
and  for  most,  only  a  meager  shelter,  if  any  shelter  at  all. 

On  March  12  the  United  Methodist  Church  joins 
more  than  30  other  Protestant  denominations  in 
observing  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  The  offering 
received  that  day  will  be  channeled  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief. 

Much  of  it  will  be  used  to  try  and  fulfill  this  year’s 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  theme-  “Here’s  Hope.” 

While  there  have  been  other  appeals  for  the  relief  of 
refugees,  there  is  still  much  left  to  be  done.  The  Bangla 
Desh  situation  has  resulted  in  the  largest  migration  of 
people  in  such  a  short  period  of  time  in  all  of  human 
history. 

The  church,  through  UMCOR,  has  already  done 
much.  Joining  with  otner  religious  relief  agencies,  we 
have  assisted  in  establishing  hospitals  near  the  border 
and  provided  mobile  inoculation  and  medical  teams. 
Winter  has  come  to  Northern  India  and  blankets  and 
items  of  clothing  have  been  purchased  and  distributed. 
Supplemental  food  is  provided  through  Church  World 
Service. 

United  Methodists  are  urged  to  take  the  March  12 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  as  a  time  to  give  again  to 
help  those  in  need  around  the  world,  proclaiming  again 
that  through  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  there  is  hope. 

Coral  Gables  Church  Loses 
Two  Charter  Members 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Coral  Gables  has 
lost  two  of  its  charter  members  by  death  within  a  period 
of  about  a  month. 

Charles  M.  Moon,  prominent  retired  Miami 
attorney,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Coral  Gables 
Church,  passed  away  December  22  after  a  long  illness. 

Mrs.  Grace  W.  Penney,  charter  member  of  the 
church,  and  mother  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Penney  of  the 
Conference  Program  Council  staff,  died  January  17 
lollowing  a  short  illness. 

Mr.  Moon  was  the  son  of  a  Methodist  minister.  In 
1926  he,  with  a  small  group  of  other  Methodists,  began 
holding  worsibip  services  in  a  store  building  from  which 
came  the  church  now  known  as  the  First  United 
!  ^  cthc.i'is'  Church  of  Coral  Gables. 

'  sci\.'3  m  many  capacities  in  the  church 

'  "'.i-n. /ai  !on.  including  i!  Tchairman  of  the  Board  of 
ri'  - .  F;  h -If;  ibis  n(..t  1\.;  15  years.  He  gave  the  first 


land  to  the  church  which  became  a  part  of  the  major 
complex.  The  original  sanctuary  now  serves  as  the  social 
hall  and  has  been  named  Founders’  Hall,  with  a  special 
plaque  noting  Mr.  Moon’s  generosity. 

The  Chapel  which  serves  many  uses  was  built  by  Mr. 
Moon  in  cooperation  with  his  friend  William  H.  Stubble¬ 
field,  as  a  joint  memorial  to  their  parents. 

Mr.  Moon  is  survived  by  his  wife.  Celeste  Shadburn 
Moon,  and  one  son,  Charles  M.  Moon,  Jr.,  a  sister.  Miss 
Eloise  Moon,  and  two  grand  children. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Coral  Gables 
sanctuary  with  the  Rev.  David  Scoates,  pastor  of  the 
church,  officiating. 

M  rs.  Grace  W.  Penney  came  to  the  Miami  area  in 
1916.  In  1 926  when  the  movement  was  started  to  charter 
a  Methodist  church  in  the  area,  Mrs.  Penney,  with  her 
late  husband,  Harry  Ellwood  Penney,  signed  the  original 
charter. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a  long  and  devoted  service 
to  her  church.  The  work  of  the  Sunday  School  caught  her 
interest  and  her  sense  of  commitment  and  for  more  than 
35  years  she  was  busy  teaching  children  and  youth.  The 
Missionary  Society  of  that  day  also  opened  a  field  of 
service  to  her,  and  one  of  her  treasured  possessions  was 
her  life  membership  in  the  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  awarded  to  her  in  recognition  of  devotion  and 
service. 

But  the  area  of  greatest  devotion  was  her  service  as 
Communion  Steward  for  the  entire  history  of  the  church. 
This  sacrament  was  important  to  her  and  it  was  her 
pleasure  to  see  that  it  was  properly  prepared  for  all  who 
came.  With  additional  help,  she  continued  and  expanded 
this  service  and  in  recent  years  secured  the  help  of  the 
Altar  Guild  in  the  execution  of  these  duties. 

Known  affectionately  to  all  just  as  “Penney,”  this 
great  lady  demonstrated  her  faith  through  years  of 
church  and  personal  struggles^  always  ready  to  go  the 
“extra  mile”  in  serving  her  church  and  her  Lord. 

In  addition  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Penney,  Lakeland, 
Mrs.  Penney  is  survived  by  two  other  sons:  Dr.  Wallace 
Penney  of  Ft.  Lauderdale  and  Harry  Penney  of  Miami; 
nine  grandchildren  and  two  great  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Coral  Gables  church  with  the  Rev.  David  Scoates  and  the 
Rev.  J.  Barclay  Jackson  officiating. 

1972  Pastor’s  School 
Planned  For  Oct.  3-7 

Plans  for  the  1972  Pastor’s  School  have  been  completed. 
The  school  will  be  held  at  the  Leesburg  camp  October  3- 
7.  The  Rev.  Walter  N.  Kalaf,  pastor  of  the  Palma  Ceia 
United  Methodist  Church,  Tampa,  is  dean  of  the  Florida 
Conference  Pastor’s  School. 

According  to  Mr.  Kalaf,  the  theme  for  this  year’s 
school  is  “Ministering  to  the  Scientific  Age.”  Dr. 
Granville  C.  Henry,  Jr.,  professor  of  mathematics  at 
Claremont  Men’s  College,  Claremont,  Calif.,  will  give 
three  lectures  on  “The  Social  Changes  the  Scientific  Age 
Demands.” 

Dr.  Theodore  Runyon,  faculty  member  of  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  give  three  lectures  on  “The  Moral 
Dilemmas  the  Scientific  Age  Poses,”  and  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols,  resident  bish^  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area,  will  give 
three  lectures  on  “The  Gospel  the  Scientific  Age 
Recmires.” 

Each  rnember  of  the  faculty  will  also  preach  in  one  of 
the  worship  services  planneci  for  the  school.  Further 
information  concerning  other  aspects  of  the  program, 
registration  forms,  brochures,  etc.,  will  be  distributed  at" 
a  later  date. 
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Response  To  COCU  Study  Now  Main  Concern 


Throughout  the  State  of  Florida  countless  inter¬ 
denominational  groups  are  meeting  together  in  intensive 
and  concrete  study  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union's  Plan  of  U  nion  for  the  Church  of  Christ  Uniting. 

There  are  clergy  groups,  lay  groups,  Sunday  evening 
seminars,  Wednesday  night  family  supper  hours, 
community  workshops  —  all  endeavoring  to  get  to  the 
heart  and  meat  ol  the  Plan  so  as  to  make  an  intelligent 
and  faithful  response. 

Response  is  now  the  concern  being  promoted  by  the 
Conference  Commission  on  Ecumenical  Affairs.  We 
want  the  local  church  “grass  roots’’  to  make  its  feelings 
known.  A  response  form  is  included  in  the  center  of  the 
COCU  Plan  of  Union  study  guide.  What  Does  the  Lord 
Require  of  Us  Now?  This  particular  instrument  is  for 
mailing  to  COCU  headquarters  in  Princeton,  N.  J. 

However,  the  Florida  Conference  also  wants  to  make 
a  total  response  to  the  General  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Affairs  as  per  their  request. 

To  serve  this  purpose  a  duplicate  response  form  has 
been  mailed  to  every  local  church  via  the  January,  1972, 
coordinated  mailing.  Pastors  and  Ecumenical  Affairs 
work  area  chairmen  are  asked  to  see  that  this  form  gets 
into  the  right  hands  for  completion  and  return  to 
conference  headquarters  to  Miss  Eulalie  Ginn,  P.  O.  Box 
70,  Lakeland  33802.  The  form  may  be  duplicated  for 
local  use.  Additional  essay  and  research  paper  'type  of 
response  is  also  encouraged. 

The  deadline  for  the  response  to  the  conference  office 
is  April  1 ,  1972;  to  COCU  headquarters,  June  1 ,  1972. 

WSCS  Treasurer  Named  To 
Serve  On  Planning  Committee 

Mrs.  Donald  Crist,  treasurer  of  the  Elorida  Conference 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service,  has  been  named 
to  serve  on  the  specially  constituted  24-member  Planning 
Committee  whose  purpose  is  to  develop  a  constitution 
and  discuss  other  plans  for  the  new  United  Methodist 
women’s  organization. 

The  new  organization,  if  approved  by  the  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  April,  will  be  the 
successor  to  the  present  organizations,  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild. 

The  Planning  Committee  was  geographically 
representative  of  the  nation,  including  women  of  varying 
racial,  age,  and  socio-economic  backgrounds.  One  third 
of  its  members  were  selected  from  the  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  one-third  from  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  and  one-third  who  were  members  of 
neither  organization. 

A  constitution  for  the  organization,  on  the  local 
church  level,  was  adopted  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  by  an 
overwhelming  vote.  However,  to  become  official  and 
operative,  the  constitution  and  other  provisions  must  be 
approved  by  the  General  Conference. 

No  name  has  been  chosen  by  the  Women’s  Division 
for  the  proposed  new  organization.  Rather,  local 
Societies  and  Guilds  throughout  the  nation  will  be  asked 
to  vote,  in  a  massive  name-selection  referendurn,  on  four 
alternatives.  They  were  chosen  by  the  Division  from 
among  many  submitted  from  throughout  the  country. 
The  four  alternative  names  are:  United  Methodist 
Women;  United  Methodist  Women  in  Mission; 
Eellowship  of  United  Methodist  Women;  and  Women 
United  for  Mission. 


Why  — Plan 

By  Robert  W.  Huston.  Secretary 
General  Commission  on  Ecumenical  Affairs. 

The  reasons  for  studying  The  Plan  can  be  listed  in  eight 
categories: 

(1)  To  discover  the  major  yet  brief  statements  of 
consensus  among  responsible  Christians  which  are 
expressed  here  for  the  first  time  in  history.  Concensus 
includes  the  creative  facing  of  disagreements  and 
differences  with  which  we  can  live  together  in  diversity. 

(2)  To  serve  the  contemporary  churches  by  facing  issues 
with  fellow  Christians  honestly.  Review  of  the  plan  offers 
us  an  opportunity  to  grow  personally  and  to  assist  our 
churches  to  be  part  of  a  continuing  reformation  in  Christ. 

(3)  To  serve  the  future  of  the  Christian  Church  bv  being 
drawn  out  of  isolation  into  the  fuller  relation  of  Christian 
tradition  and  mission;  to  discover  other  dimensions  of  the 
human  community  in  Christ. 

(4)  To  exercise  our  own  best  self-interest!  What  a  tragedy 
if  we  vote  in  1976-77  on  a  plan  for  union  which  we  have 
inlluenced  but  little. 

(5)  To  find  in  the  first  six  chapters  and  portions  of  others 
as  useful  a  digest  description  of  the  nature  of  the  Church 
as  is  written  anywhere. 

(6)  To  assist  re-evaluation  of  cultural  attitudes  and  of  the 
value  of  the  Church  as  a  human  institution. 

(7)  To  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity  which  may  not 
long  be  ours.  There  is  an  urgency  both  to  meet  the  June  I , 
1972,  deadline  for  responses  to  be  used  in  revision,  and  to 
meet  the  broader  deadline  of  the  whole  decade  for  the 
deepest  possible  understanding  of  the  “why”  and  “why 
not”  of  church  union. 

(8)  To  be  obedient  to  God,  since  the  obligation  to  unity 
arises  from  the  Gospel  itself.  “One  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
baptism;  one  God  .  .  .”  (Ephesians  4:5-6) 


Have  You  Thought  of 
Overseas  Exchanges? 

Anyone  interested  in  short-term  service  in  exchange  with 
someone  overseas  would  do  well  to  check  with  the  World 
Methodist  Council  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. 

Lor  many  years  the  Council  has  arranged  summer 
pastoral  exchanges,  and  this  year  there  are  opportunities 
that  involve  teachers  as  well  as  clergymen. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Russell  L.  Young,  Jr.,  of  Lake 
Junaluska,  administrative  secretary  of  the  Council,  there 
are  currently  at  least  four  overseas  assignments. 

These  opportunities  included  two  year-round  pastoral 
exhanges  from  July,  1972,  through  June,  l973~one  in 
Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  and  the  other  at  Burton-on- 
Trent,  England. 

In  the  educational  field,  there  is  an  exchange 
opportunity  for  a  college  teacher  to  serve  in  the 
department  of  religion  at  Newcastle  Upon  Tyne  in 
England  for  the  summer  term  of  1973  (roughly  April 
through  July),  and  the  need  of  a  prep  school  music 
director  in  Cambridge,  England,  for  the  academic  year, 
September,  1972,  to  June,  1973. 

Persons  interested  in  further  information  about  any 
of  these  positions  should  contact  the  Rev.  Russell  L. 
Young,  Jr.,  World  Methodist  Council,  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.  C.  28745. 
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Summertime  II,  1971 


By  Jose  Bove 

.iulv  19,  1971,  the  doors  of  the  Hanger  Building  of  the 
I'irst  United  Methodist  Church  in  Coral  Gables  were 
open  to  usher  in  a  six-weeks  ministry  with 
children  rising  first  graders  black  and  white  boys  and 
girls  who  v.'ere  to  attend  Carver  Elementary  School  in 
September.  These  boys  and  girls  were  joining  the  ranks 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  children  who,  on  a  national 
level,  were  to  live  and  learn  together  bi-racially. 

As  early  as  February,  1971,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Payne  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Parks,  active  members  of  the  Young 
Married’s  Church  School  class,  had  dreamed  of  a  plan  to 
help  prepare  first  graders  for  the  experience  of  public 

Jose  Bove  is  Director  of  Children's  Ministries  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Coral  Gables. 


school.  Behind  their  dreams  was  a  genuine  Christian 
concern  for  the  socio-emotional  adjustment  of  both  black 
and  white  children  in  the  fall  of  1971.  The  role  of  the 
local  church  was  also  there-  the  Christian  community 
could  not  evade  its  responsibility. 

Dreams  crystallized.  The  program  adopted  a  title: 
Summertime  II,  the  second  of  a  series  of  five  experiences 
provided  by  the  church  for  its  children  during  the 
summer.  Specific  plans  were  endorsed  by  the  local 
children’s  council,  the  council  on  ministries,  and  finally 
approved  by  the  administrative  board  for  imple¬ 
mentation. 

The  program  was  to  include  thirty  children  — a  ratio 
of  fifteen  black  to  fifteen  white  — two  full-time  employed 
black  college  students,  and  a  good  number  of  adults  and 
youth  from  First  Church. 

The  schedule  each  day,  Monday  through  Friday,  was 
to  start  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  and  conclude  at 
three  in  the  afternoon.  A  vast  variety  of  experiences, 
ranging  from  the  typical  kindergarten  classroom  small 
groups,  and  large  group  activities,  to  outdoor  excursions, 
had  a  prominent  place  m  the  plans. 

Finances?  The  church  budget  had  not  anticipated  a 
Summertime  1 1  program  and  the  figure  of  $2,500  was  no 
light  burden —  especially  during  the  summer  months. 
Yes,  a  weekly  tuition  was  to  be  expected  of  the  children, 
but  the  total  amount  received  could  not  underwrite  fully 
the  expenses  that  were  incurred. 

The  Rev.  David  Scoates,  senior  minister  of  the 
church,  contacted  a  few  individuals  who  were  more  than 
willing  to  make  donations  toward  this  meaningful 
endeavor.  In  addition,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
congregation  for  funds.  The  response  was  tremendous 
and  Summer  II  was  launched. 

.What  actually  happened  in  the  lives  of  the  thirty 
children  from  the  moment  they  boarded  the  bus  that  was 
to  bring  them  to  the  church  each  morning  and  deliver 
them  to  Carver  Elementary  school  in  the  afrernoon.at  the 
end  of  rich,  active  days? 

Growth,  socio-religious  growth  that  comes  through 
exposure  to  mature  loving  and  accepting  leadership, 
creative  programming  and,  most  of  all,  the  magic  of 
childhood  that  sees  no  color  barriers  and  no  social  strata. 

■I  happened  in  our  church,  to  our  church.  It  can  also 
be  I  he  experience  of  other  congregations  that  take 
eriously  our  Lord’s  mandate  to  be  in  ministry  where  the 
need  really  calls  for  generous  self-giving. 

I  he  Women  s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Mis-i.,.!s  has  reported  an  increase  of  $145,524  in  1971 
'■-'ea  ihat  of  1970,  reversing  a  two-year 
:i-  ticnd.  !  lu  Women’s  Division  supplies  about 

■  'i  ihr:  loiai  income  for  the  national  and 
rviissinn  biv'.rd. 


Key-73  Consultation 
Held  In  Lakeland 

The  Florida  Council  of  Churches,  through  its 
Commission  on  Christian  Life  and  Mission,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Board  of  Evangelism  of  the  Florida 
Conference,  United  Methodist  Church,  sponsored  a  Key- 
73  Consultation  at  the  Florida  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Lakeland  on  January  14. 

The  purpose  of  the  consultation  was  to  become 
acquainted  with  Key-73  and  to  express  possible  ways  for 
member  jurisdictional  units  of  the  Florida  Council  of 
Churches  and/or  their  constituency  to  participate  in 
Key-73. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  United  Methodist  representative 
on  the  Executive  Committee  of  Key-73,  presented  the 
broad-based  contemporary  evangelism  to  a  joint  session 
of  the  Board  of  Evangelism  and  the  consultation. 

The  Rev.  John  B.  Dickson,  Tampa,  and  the  Rev.  W. 
L.  Joyner,  St.  Petersburg,  served  as  co-chairman.  The 
Rev.  William  M.  Belk,  executive  secretary  of  the  Florida 
Council  of  Churches,  served  as  staff. 

Participating  in  the  consultation  were  representatives 
from  the  Christian  (Disciples  of  Christ)  Church,  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Fellowship  of  Community  Churches, 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.,  United  Church  of  Christ, 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Key-73  is  a  broad-based  strategy  specifically  designed 
to  allow  Christians  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  to 
join  other  Christians  to  make  known  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

It  proposes  to  raise  an  overarching  Christian  canopy 
in  both  countries  under  which  all  denominations, 
congregations  and  Christian  groups  may  concentrate  on 
evangelism  during  the  year  of  1973. 

Key-73  is  contemporary  evangelism  to  meet  the  needs 
of  now  and  evolved  out  of  the  Key  Bridge  Consultations 
that  started  in  1967.  As  the  consultation  grew,  it  changed 
in  breadth  and  intent  to  become  an  enlarged  steering 
committee  for  a  new  initiative  in  evangelism.  Presently 
more  than  100  denominations  and  Christian  groups  are 
involved. 

Only  a  bare  outline  — a  continent-wide  program 
calendar  — will  be  provided  in  local  congregations.  Each 
denomination,  each  local  church,  each  inter¬ 
denominational  association,  each  Christian  is  urged  to 
develop  his  own  planning  for  involvement. 

Historic  Gavels  Now  Rest  In 
Archives  At  Florida  Southern 

Two  historic  gavels,  given  to  Mrs.  Allen  Watson, 
Wildwood,  when  she  assumed  the  presidency  of  the 
Florida  Conference  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  have  now  been  placed  in  the  archives  of  Florida 
United  Methodism  located  in  the  library  at  Florida 
Southern  College,  Lakeland. 

The  gavels  came  to  Mrs.  Watson  from  the  former 
Florida  Conference  Women’s  Society  of  the  SEJ,  and  the 
Florida  Conference  Women’s  Society  of  the  CJ. 

Since  the  merger  of  the  two  Societies  in  June,  1970,  it 
seemed  fitting  that  the  two  original  gavels  be  retired  and 
placed  in  the  archives  as  a  symbol  of  that  unity.  This 
action  was  taken  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
conference  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  at  their 
November  4th  meeting. 

One  ot  the  gavels,  a  gift  from  Mrs.  J.  T.  Feaster  in 
1943,  is  inscribed  “Florida  Conference  W.S.C.S.’’  and 
Mrs.  Feaster’s  name  and  the  date.  The  other  gavel  is 
inscribed  “Florida  Conference  former  Central 
Jurisdiction  WSCS.’’ 
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General  Conference  Coming  Up  .  .  . 


Increased  Support  To  Be 
Sought  For  Black  Colleges 

A  !  7-member  Commission  appointed  in  1968  to  study 
the  12  black  colleges  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  recommend  to  the  top  legislative  body  of  the 
Church,  the  General  Conference,  that  it  help  finance  the 
schools  with  $6,000,000  each  year  of  the  1972-76 
quadrennium. 

Findings  and  recommendations  of  the  study  were 
released  in  Washington  in  January.  Declaring  that  a 
“pledge  to  the  future  is  empty  hypocrisy  without  a  pledge 
of  our  substance,”  the  report  asks  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  create  a  fund  of  $5,000,000  annually  during 
the  quadrennium  for  educational  and  general 
expenditures  and  $1,000,000  annually  for  capital 
improvements. 

The  commission  will  ask  the  General  Conference 
meeting  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  in  April,  to  raise  the  funds 
centrally,  as  a  part  of  the  World  Service  budget,  or  by  a 
percentage  apportionment  upon  all  United  Methodist 
churches,  or  by  a  combination  of  the  two. 

Council  of  Secretaries  Looks  at 
Project  Equality,  Investments 

Several  forward  steps  toward  relating  all  United 
Methodist  agencies  to  Project  Equality,  (interfaith  fair 
employment  program),  were  taken  at  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Secretaries  meeting  recently  in 
Nashville. 

The  Council  also  named  a  task  force  to  bring  together 
guidelines  for  the  investment  of  trust  funds  which  might 
be  recommended  to  constituent  boards  and  agencies.  The 
task  force  will  also  consider  the  development  of  a 
composite  statement  relating  to  church  agencies’ 
investments. 

Looking  ahead,  the  Council  of  Secretaries  voted  to 
recommend  to  the  1972  General  Conference  that  $20,000 
per  annum  be  provided  for  national  Project  Equality 
during  the  next  quadrennium. 

Implementing  earlier  endorsement  of  Project 
Equality  by  the  church’s  1968  General  Conference,  the 
council  also  voted  to  ask  the  forthcoming  General 
Conference  to  adopt  a  policy  statement  which  would 
commit  all  United  Methodist  Conferences,  local 
churches,  institutions,  boards,  agencies,  commissions  and 
organizations  to:  Recruit,  hire  and  promote  persons  for 
all  job  classifications  without  regard  to  race,  creed,  color, 
national  origin,  sex  or  age,  except  where  creed,  sex  or  age 
is  a  bona  fide  occupational  qualification;  provide  equal 
opportunities  for  training  during  employment;  insure 
that  all  other  personnel  practices  such  as  compensation, 
benefits,  transfers,  layoffs,  return  from  layoff,  education 
and  tuition  assistance  will  be  administered  on  a  non- 
discriminatory  basis;  periodically  conduct  analyses  of  all 
personnel  practices  and  develop  plans  to  insure  that  equal 
opportunity  is  supported  through  an  affirmative  action 
program,  making  full  use  of  the  services  of  Project 
Equality,  Inc. 

The  other  action  of  the  Council  grew  out  of  recent 
revelations  of  church  investments  in  war-related 
industries  as  reported  in  a  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
study  of  “Church  Investments,  Technological  Warfare 
and  the  Military-Industrial  Complex.” 


Report  Calls  For 
Greater  Role  For  Women 

Greater  representation  of  women  at  all  levels  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  recommended  in  the  report 
of  a  special  study  commission  to  come  before  the 
denomination’s  1972  General  Conference,  which  opens 
April  16  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  36-page  report  of  the  1  l-member  Study 
Commission  on  the  Participation  of  Women  in  Program 
and  Policy  Making  Channels  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  asks  the  church’s  highest  law-making  body  to  set 
up  a  number  of  goals  to  enhance  the  participation  of 
women  in  the  church.  It  also  proposes  establishment  of  a 
Commission  on  the  Role  of  Women,  which  would  report 
to  the  1976  General  Conference,  and  outlines  tnree 
amendments  to  the  church’s  constitution  that  would 
delete  masculine  references. 

Rates  Announced  For  General 
Conference  Daily  Advocate 

Subscription  rates  for  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate, 
official  record  of  the  April,  1972  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta,  have  been  announced  by 
the  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Rates  are:  daily,  airmail,  $12;  daily,  1st  class,  $10; 
full  set  ( 10  to  12  copies  mailed  after  Conference,  May  3), 
$6;  and  hard  bound  volume  (ready  about  August  15),  $8 
plus  postage.  Individual  copies  may  be  purchased  for  75 
cents. 

The  Advocate  will  provide  a  daily  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Conference,  including  major 
addresses,  general  agency  reports,  Poor  debates  and 
resulting  legislation. 

The  Advocate  will  be  published  by  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  edited  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Council  on  World  Service  and  Einance. 

Rural  Life,  Environment 
Resolutions  In  Hopper 

Support  by  the  church  both  for  the  right  of  the  farm 
worker  to  organize  and  the  right  of  the  family  farmer  to 
get  a  fair  return  on  his  investment  are  part.s*of  a  wide- 
ranging  resolution  on  Agriculture  and  Rural  Life 
adopted  by  the  National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions  held  recently. 

The  resolution,  which  is  almost  identical  to  one 
adopted  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  mission  board 
and  the  Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns,  will  be  sent 
for  action  to  the  1972  General  Conference. 

A  resolution  on  the  environment,  which  stresses  that 
“the  Church  cannot  remain  indifferent  to  acts  which 
ravage  nature  and  upset  delicate  ecological  balances,” 
also  was  adopted  and  goes  to  the  General  Conference. 

Program  Helps  Scheduled 

Looking  ahead  to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
projected  “Planning  for  Ministries,  1973  and  Beyond,” 
The  Interpreter  magazine  will  publish  a  .special  program¬ 
planning  number  in  September. 

In  announcing  plans  for  the  special  issue.  Editor 
Darrell  R.  Shamblin  of  Dayton  said  that  normally  the 
program-planning  number  has  come  out  in  May,  but  this 
year  it  will  be  the  September  issue,  out  early  in  August. 
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^CHURCH  IN  ACTION-^ 


First  Church,  Orlando 
Dedicates  New  Facility 

A  $1  million  addition  to  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Orlando  was  dedicated  recently  during  special 
services  and  open  house. 

The  new  three-story  Fellowship  and  Youth  Flail  is  the 
culminaticn  of  an  idea  born  12  years  ago. 

Louis  Candedo,  church  administrator,  explained  that 
the  4,800  membership  of  the  church  is,  for  the  most  part, 
a  young  membership.  “We  needed  more  room  for  the 
youth  as  well  as  office  space  and  a  dining  room  which  can 
accommodate  as  many  as  600  persons,”  said  Mr. 
Candedo. 

The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Blackburn  is  the  present  pastor 
of  the  church,  serving  his  fourth  year. 

The  first  floor  of  the  building  includes  the  dining  hall, 
kitchen  and  an  area  which  can  be  used  for  a  stage.  The 
second  Poor  is  taken  up  with  offices,  library  and  adult 
classrooms  while  the  top  floor  is  dedicated  entirely  to 
youth  from  junior  high  age  and  up.  The  floor  includes  a 
half-size  gym  with  basketball  and  volley  ball  courts, 
television  and  study  rooms,  classrooms  and  game  rooms 
sporting  table  tennis  and  pool  tables. 

A  family-oriented  church.  First  United  Church  of 
Orlando  is  also  a  missionary  church,  presently 
supporting  five  missionary  families  overseas. 

Twenty- Year  Secretary  Honored 

Bryan  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of  Miami 
ob.scrved  a  very  special  day  when  they  honored  their 
retiring  church  secretary  who  had  served  the  church  for 
twenty  years. 

“Thelma  Walker  Day”  was  observed  as  a  day  of 
appreciation  with  everyone  joining  in  to  make  it  a 
memorable  one.  Recognition,  tributes,  and  honors,  and 
gifts  were  bestowed  upon  Mrs.  Walker.  A  Cbffee  was 
iven  in  her  honor  at  which  time  letters  of  appreciation 
rom  former  pastors  were  shared. 

In  addition  to  Bryan  Memorial’s  special  day,  Mrs. 
V-  alkci  was  ‘'ucst  of  honor  at  a  luncheon  given  by  the 
■  iiurch  Sctreiaries  Association  of  the  Miami  District. 

'’u  was  held  at  the  Riverside  United 


Stain  Glass  And  Goodwill 

Bv  Mrs.  Bea  Shepherd 

“It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive”  as  the 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  of  the  Anthony 
United  Methodist  Church  recently  discovered. 

The  WSCS  started  out  to  give  something.  They 
wanted  to  do  something  nice  for  Mrs.  Addie  Palmour 
whose  lOOth  birthday  was  coming  soon.  It  was  decided  to 
give  a  stain  glass  window  for  the  sanctuary  in  her  honor. 

Then  a  second  stain  glass  window  was  suggested  for 
Mrs.  Maggie  Moore  who  lived  to  be  103  years  old.  These 
two  windows  were  planned  for  the  small  ones  in  the 
pulpit. 

About  this  time  the  emphasis  shifted  to  the  large 
cathedral  window  in  the  front  of  the  church.  The  decals 
were  peeling!  “It  seemed  a  shame  not  to  do  something 
about  it,”  declared  Mrs.  Rosella  Kinard.  “But  the  large 

Mrs.  Bea  Shepherd,  a  member  of  the  Anthony  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  also  a  lay  member  of  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference,  representing  her  church. 

window  will  cost  $450,”  objected  Mrs.  Mary  Wetzel, 
“whereas  the  small  ones  will  be  only  $60.”  But  Mrs. 
Olive  Smith  replied  that  it  is  not  often  a  church  can  boast 
of  two  members  who  lived  to  be  100  years  old. 

The  project  grew.  When  the  Palmours  learned  of  the 
tribute  to  their  mother,  they  contributed  liberally.  They 
did  not  stop  with  the  window—  they  gave  a  new  piano 
too! 

Then  the  widows  of  Willis  Brazell  and  Sam  Bowler 
gave  a  window  each  in  memory  of  their  deceased 
husbands. 

Thus,  what  began  with  giving  ended  in  receiving.  The 
Anthony  sanctuary  now  has  all  stain  glass  windows,  a 
new  piano,  what  is  more  important,  enough  goodwill  to 
last  a  lifetime! 

SEJ  Women’s  Society-Guild 
Meeting  Set  For  March  24-26 

The  quadrennial  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Society-Guild 
meeting  will  be  held  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  24-26  at 
the  Francis  Marion  Hotel. 

Delegates  attending  the  meeting  from  Florida  will 
include  Mrs.  Allen  Watson,  Wildwood,  Florida 
Conference  Women’s  Society  president;  Mrs.  Willie 
Pinesett,  Orlando,  Mrs.  James  S.  Farr,  Melbourne,  Mrs. 
Donald  Crist,  Tequesta,  Mrs.  Frank  Latford,  Daytona 
Beach,  and  Mrs.  Don  Coward,  Crescent  City.  All  are 
members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Florida 
Conference  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 

Alternate  delegates  Mrs.  J.  Ed  Smith,  Tampa,  and 
Mrs.  Joe  A.  Tolle,  Tampa,  will  also  attend  the  meeting. 
Both  are  also  members  of  the  executive  committee. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Mackay,  pastor  of  the  Seminole 
Church,  near  St.  Petersburg,  and  chairman  of  our 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism,  was  elected  the  S.  E. 
Jurisdiction’s  representative  on  the  executive  committee 
of  the  United  Methodist  National  Council  of  Evangelism 
at  its  annual  meeting  January  4-6  in  San  Erancisco. 

Two  young  Floridians,  Larry  Jacobs,  of  Satellite  Beach, 
and  Gary  Thomas,  of  Ft.  Pierce,  are  working  in  the 
Dayton,  Ohio,  office  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry.  Another  Floridian,  Dick  Cash,  of 
Tallahassee,  is  doing  the  same  thing  at  the  Council’s 
office  in  Nashville.  All  three  are  working  for  subsistence 
pay. 
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First  Church,  St.  Pete 
Completes  Renovation 

The  extensive  $200,000  renovation  program  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  St.  Petersburg  was  started 
in  June,  1971,  and  according  to  Benton  Wallace, 
chairman  of  the  building  committee,  was  the  third  phase 
of  a  remodeling  program,  carried  on  over  the  past  eight 
to  10  years.  This  long-range  program  included  the 
building  of  the  Fellowship  Flail,  additional  Sunday 
School  rooms  on  the  first  floor;  completion  of  the 
Sunday  School  building  and  a  second  floor  conti^ining 
more  classrooms  and  the  administrative  offices. 

The  recent  renovation  program  included  extensive 
improvements  in  the  chancel  area,  a  new  pulpit,  lectern, 
communion  table. 

The  choir  loft  has  been  relocated  to  meet  the  long- 
needed  demands  of  a  very  active  choir  program.  The  new 
arrangements  provide  for  a  split  choir  seating  with  the 
organ  console  in  the  center. 

The  balcony  has  been  reworked  to  provide  better 
ingress  and  egress,  and  better  vision. 

The  church  now  has  a  narthex,  providing  an  entrance 
to  the  sanctuary,  and  an  area  to  congregate.  Focal  point 
of  the  narthex  is  the  beautiful  and  historic  stained  glass 
window  depicting  The  Lord’s  Supper. 

New  heating  system,  new  lighting,  improved  air- 
conditioning  and  carpeting  have  been  provided. 

Improvements  on  the  outside  of  the  church  property 
included  demolition  of  the  old  Park  House  Hotel  to 
provide  additional  parking  areas. 

Dr.  A1  Hedberg,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  for 
the  past  five  years,  conducted  the  initial  worship  service 
in  the  renewed  sanctuary. 


Andrews  College  President 
Plans  Retirement  In  July 


The  Rev.  Dr.  George  W.  Gambill,  a  former  member  of 


the  Florida  Conference,  has  announced  his  resignation 
as  president  of  Andrew 
College,  Cuthbert,  Ga.,  ef¬ 
fective  July  1,  1972. 

Since  his  appointment 
to  the  president’s  office  in 
1956,  Andrew  has  experi¬ 
enced  record  growth.  Stu¬ 
dent  enrollment  has  in¬ 
creased  from  68  students 
in  1956  to  more  than  400 
students.  The  annual  bud¬ 
get  has  increased  from 
$68,000  to  more  than 
$750,000.  The  academic 
standard  of  the  college  has 
been  raised  above  the 
Southern  Association 
standard. 

Dr.  Gambill  received 
his  A.  B.  degree  from  Flor¬ 
ida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  and  his  B.  D.  degree 
from  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  is  the  author  of 
a  recently  published  book  entitled  Thunder  From  the 
Depths. 


George  W.  Gambill 


Mrs.  Kern  Dies  in  Nashville 

Mrs.  Paul  B.  Kern,  91,  widow  of  the  late  Methodist 
bishop,  died  January  26  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Bishop  Kern 
died  in  1953. 


Christian  Ashram  Movement 
General  Chairman  Named 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Boston  Area  has  been  named  general  chairman 
of  the  Christian  Ashram  movement,  and  the  Rev.  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  world  renowned  evangelist  and  missionary 
leader,  chairman  emeritus.  Dr.  Jones  is  the  founder  of  the 
United  Christian  Ashram  movement  and  its  long-time 
leader.  He  is  currently  recuperating  in  a  Boston  hospital, 
following  a  stroke  which  he  suffered  last  December. 

Announcement  of  Bishop  Mathews’  selection  to  head 
the  movement  was  made  recently  by  the  Rev.  Harold 
Dutt  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  following  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
board  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Dr.  Dutt  pointed  out  that  the  United  Christian 
Ashram  movement,  while  international  and  inter¬ 
denominational  in  scope,  is  affiliated  with  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
He  said  an  estimated  80  percent  of  those  attending  its 
retreats  are  United  Methodists. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Kinder,  pastor  of  the  Pinellas  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  is  director  of  the  Southeast 
area. 


New  Editor  Of  Church  School 
Publications  Selected 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  Topeka,  Kans.,  has  been 
named  editor  of  church  school  publications  and  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Education’s 
Division  of  Curriculum  Resources.  The  election,  made 
during  the  Board’s  annual  meetina  held  in  January  in 
Nashville,  must  be  confirmed  by  tbe  church’s  Board  of 
Publication. 

Dr.  Watts,  pastor  of  Topeka’s  First  United 
Methodist  Churcn  since  1956,  succeeds  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Henry  M.  Bullock  who  is  retiring  from  the  Nashville 
staff  this  June. 


New  Archives  Center  Planned 

Steps  toward  consolidating  its  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C. 
and  Dayton,  Ohio,  depositories  at  one  center  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  a  petition  to  ask  the  1972  General 
Conference  to  authorize  a  sixteenth  United  Methodist 
historic  shrine  were  features  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  which  met  recently 
in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

The  proposed  shrine  would  be  in  Oxford,  Ga.  and 
Emory  College  there  as  “a  cluster  of  historic 
significance.” 

The  decision  setting  up  a  new  archives  eenter  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  the  culmination  of  a  three-year 
study.  Space  will  be  leased  in  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
building. 


United  Methodist  Woman 
Receives  Merit  Award 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Pinesett,  Orlando,  vice  president  of  the 
Florida  Conference  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  has  recently  received  an  award  from  the  United 
Negro  College  Fund  in  recognition  of  meritorious  service 
in  support  of  higher  education  for  Negro  youth.  As  vice 
president  of  the  Conference  Women’s  Society,  Mrs. 
Pinesett  also  serves  as  chairman  of  the  program 
committee  of  the  conference  society. 
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Asbury,  Maitland,  Completes 
New  Building  Program 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Maitland  held  its  opening  service  in 
the  new  sanctuary  recently 
completed.  A  service  of  conse¬ 
cration  wao  held  on  January  9, 
with  Bishop  James  W.  Henley, 
Florida  Area  bishop,  presiding. 

Participating  in  the  consecration 
service  were  Dr.  Gary  Sowers, 
chairman  of  the  building  committee, 
Charles  Row,  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  and  the  Rev. 
Gene  Zimmerman,  superintendent 
of  the  Orlando  district. 

The  new  sanctuary,  which  seats 
500  persons,  was  designed  by  local 
architect  Hill  Stiggins  at  a  cost  of 
$450,000  including  furnishings. 


Some  of  the  special  features  include 
a  large  stained  glass  mosaic  window 
and  a  central  courtyard  with 
fountain.  In  addition  to  the 
sanctuary,  the  building  includes  a 
chapel  overlooking  Lake  Sybelia, 
new  administrative  offices,  church 
parlor  and  kitchen,  library, 
conference  room,  and  choir  rooms. 

The  Rev.  Hugh  Lake,  pastor, 
praised  the  rapidly  growing 
congregation,  which  now  numbers 
850  members,  for  completing  its 
fourth  building  program  in  its 
twelve-year  history.  Church 
members  have  personally  done  the 
landscaping  of  the  property  under 
the  supervision  of  landscape 
architect  Dale  Baldwin. 


New  Films  In  Conference  Library 


Symbol  of  a  Bell,  a  16mm  motion 
picture  which  dramatizes  the 
mission  of  the  12  United  Methodist- 
rdaled  black  colleges  is  now  in  the 
Flijrida  Conference  AV  library. 

.Spiinsi.rcd  by  the  Division  of 
llighc  Fducation,  TRAFCO  and 
;hi'  '  r  isinn  of  Interpretation,  the 
D-minnie  V  -..i„r  film  shows  how  the 
mis-iion  oT  ilu.  colleges  has  been 
realized  in  the  lives  of  alumni,  and 
how  it  may  be  r:::;lized  in  young 
people  who  i-  oudents  of  the 
.  f  ools. 

'  o  u i  rii  in  Chicago,  at 

■  ■  -  O', ■  ‘^•srings, 

;  T  ■  '  ol  in 


There  is  no  rental  fee  as  such;  the 
conference  library  will  require 
$1.00,  however,  for  handling  and 
postage. 

What  Can  We  Do?  is  a  new  film 
recently  acquired  by  the  conference 
Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns 
on  the  subject  of  drugs 

A  16mm,  color  film,  which  runs 
for  30  minutes,  the  tilm  looks  at 
three  .approaches  to  open  com¬ 
munication  between  adults  and  the 
young  — and  among  the  young  them¬ 
selves  -as  they  seek  to  make  re¬ 
sponsible  decisions.  The  rental  fee  is 
$2.00 

Films  may  be  ordered  from: 
Mrs.  Hilda  Luster,  P.  O.  Box  70, 
Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 


ONE  GREAT  HOUR  of  SHARING 

'yfClQMff2,/g72. 


brings  new  awareness  and  mean¬ 
ing  to  the  ancient  yet  contempo¬ 
rary  affirmation  of  faith  in  The 
Apostles’  Creed.  In  reading  these 
“conversations”  dealing  phrase 
by  phrase  with  the  Creed,  one 
will  find  heightened  joy  in  his 
reliance  on  the  goodness  and 
providence  of  God. 

$1.25  per  copy;  ten  copies, 
$10.00.  Order  from 


The  Upper  Room 


THE  FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODIST 


APRIL 

1972 

VOLUME  30.  NUMBER  9 


The 


FLORIDA 

UNITED  METHODIST 


^  3niI/\<;3NIW9 

9T  ivin,.,  V33  JO  WO 

9T  ANOISIH  VOTHOU  jo  AMVaSTT 


hzs'-) 


Florida  United  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

...  Its  Foster  Home 

And  Adoption  Programs 


We  have  a  home  for  children  located  at  Enterprise, 
Florida!  Everyone  knows  about  the  home,  don’t  they? 

We  know  that  every  fifth  Sunday,  plus  an  extra 
Sunday  in  December,  we  take  an  offering  for  the  support 
of  this  home. 

We  know  that  a  few  of  the  boys  and  girls  at  the  Home 
are  from  United  Methodist  homes  (though  this  is  not  a 
requirement  for  admission).  We  know  that  some  of  the 
children  are  from  multi-racial  backgrounds,  that 
children’s  ages  range  from  three  to  18  years,  and  that 
some  of  them  are  cared  for  by  the  Home  for  a  short 
period  of  time,  while  others  are  there  who  wilt  never  be 
able  to  return  to  their  natural  homes. 

The  United  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  not  an 
orphanage  in  the  sense  that  the  children  there  do  not  have 
any  parents.  Most  of  them  do  have  at  least  one  parent, 
but  for  many  reasons  involving  various  family  situations, 
the  boys  and  girls  can  no  longer  remain  at  home. 

All  of  these  facts  most  of  us  know.  However,  there 
are  some  other  facts  which  we  may  not  know:  That  the 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Home  at  Enterprise  does 
have  a  fully-operative,  professionally  staffed,  and 
properly  qualified  department  which  operates  a  foster 
home  care  and  an  adoption  program. 


Inquiries  concerning  either  of  these  two  pro¬ 
grams  foster  homes  or  adoption —  should  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Walter  D.  Tropf.  ACSW, 
Director  of  Casework  Services,  Florida  United 
Methodist  Children's  Home,  P.  O.  Box  8,  Enter¬ 
prise,  Florida  32763. 


In  speaking  of  the  foster  home  program,  Mr.  James 
W.  Parker,  one  of  the  two  case  work  supervisors,  pointed 
out  that  this  program  is  a  part  of  the  total  treatment  for 
boys  and  girls  who  come  into  their  care.  Says  Mr. 
Parker,  “When  we  find  that  children  have  gained 
whatever  benefits  they  can  from  the  institutional  setting, 
hut  are  still  in  need  of  special  care,  or  the  kind  of  care 
which  '-  an  only  be  provided  for  in  a  foster  home  setting, 
wi-  make  every  effort  to  find  this  kind  of  home  so  that  the 
child  can  have  this  experience  before  being  returned  to 
the  natural  home 

"If  the  bo\  ir  /i.l  can  no  longer  use  the  institutional 
■i  'gram,  then  at  th.  :  puini  m  i  ime  foster  home  care  may 
"  i  lit  onF  :ns“  er. 

'''’h  is  i'l.iii  r.ued  Mr.  Park.  '  ,  “we  do  not 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Smith  of  Sanford,  shown  with 
their  family,  are  participants  in  both  the  foster  home  ana 
adoption  program  of  the  Children’s  Home. 


have  enough  foster  homes  to  care  for  the  children  who 
need  this  type  of  experience.” 

Mr.  Parker  pointed  out  that  the  Florida  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  a  church-related  agency, 
and  that  the  need  for  Christian  homes  to  enter  into  the 
foster  home  program  is  urgent. 

“We  are  especially  in  need  of  foster  homes  to  help 
care  for  black  children,”  said  Parker,  “though  we  have 
need  for  homes  for  children  of  all  racial  backgrounds.” 

In  entering  into  the  foster  home  program,  Mr.  Parker 
stressed  that  fact  that  foster  parents  are  considered  an 
arm  of  the  professional  staff  at  the  Home,  and  that  foster 
parents  and  staff  members  enter  into  a  continuing  and 
supportive  service  for  the  welfare  of  the  child. 

Requirements  which  must  be  met  by  the  foster  homes 
are  (1)  that  they  are  a  church-related  family  —  religious 
training  is  a  necessity  for  the  children  — and  (2)  that  the 
prospective  home  meets  the  requirements  of  the 
Florida  Division  of  Family  Services  in  order  that  the 
proper  licensing  may  be  secured.  Says  Mr.  Parker, 
“What  we  are  looking  for  are  good  Christian  homes, 
providing  a  Christian  atmosphere,  homes  that  are  stable 
in  term.3  of  employment,  marriage,  etc.,  and  parents  that 
want  a  child. 

Once  a  child  is  placed  in  a  home,  the  foster  parents 
receive  financial  support  on  a  graduated  scale  depending 
on  the  age  of  the  child.  This  support  is  paid  directly  to  the 
family  by  the  agency  and  includes  all  expenses  incurred 
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with  the  exception  of  medical  expenses.  These  are  paid  by 
the  agency  directly  to  doctors,  dentists,  etc. 

The  adoption  program  of  the  home  follows  in  many 
respects  the  same  kind  of  selectivity  and  processing  as  the 
foster  home  except  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  receive  a 
license  from  the  state  agency. 

The  adoption  program,  though  similar,  differs  in  that 
it  is  oriented  to  different  interests  in  terms  of  the 
applicant.  Requirements  are  also  somewhat  different. 
Individuals  who  are  entrusted  with  adopting  a  child  are 
people  who  obviously  wish  to  increase  the  size  of  their 
family  and  want  to  assume  totally  and  legally  the 
responsibilities  of  care  for  an  additional  child. 

Mr.  Parker  stressed  again  that  the  services  of  the 
Home  are  oriented  to  older  children  and  this  means  that 
individuals  interested  in  the  adoption  program  would  be 
concerned  with  boys  and  girls  from  age  three  and  up. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  older  the  child,  the  harder  it  is  to 
find  adoptive  parents.  But  this  does  not  lessen  the  need  of 
boys  and  girls  who  want  very  much  to  become  a  part  of  a 
family.  Nor  does  it  mean  that  Christian  homes  should 
not  be  just  as  open  and  receptive  to  older  boys  and  girls 
whose  needs  are  Just  as  great  — and  sometimes  more 
so  -  than  that  of  a  newborn  infant. 

The  program  at  the  Home  includes  a  full  year  of 
placement  before  adoption  can  become  legal.  This  gives 
time  for  adjustments  for  both  parents  and  child  and  for 
proper  evaluation  by  all  parties  concerned. 

At  this  point,  if  all  is  well,  the  Home  signs  the  consent 
form  with  the  courts  and  the  adoption  can  then  become 
legal. 

So,  here  they  are:  Boys  and  girls  who  have  great 
needs,  who,  because  of  age,  race,  or  other  difficulties 
arising  from  previous  experience  and  background,  are 
termed  “hard-to-place”. 

And.  out  there,  in  the  Florida  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  are  homes  and  parents  who 
are  ready  and  willing  to  open  their  hearts  and  enter  into  a 
relationship  which  will  be  a  great  blessing  — a  giving  and 
receiving  of  loving  care  and  concern. 

Your  United  Methodist  Children’s  Home  stands 
ready,  willing  and  eager  and  very  anxious!  So  let’s  get 
together!  Shall  we? 
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Bishop’s  Message: 

Easter  — A  Joyous  Day 

Dear  Friends: 

A  blessed  Easter  to  you 
all!  We  stand  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  in  each  recurring 
year  when  Christendom 
becomes  vibrantly  aware 
of  the  mystery  which  sur¬ 
rounds  its  gospel.  There  is 
the  story  of  the  incarna¬ 
tion.  The  very  Son  of  God 
was  born  in  Bethlehem  to 
be  known  as  the  Messiah, 
the  Redeemer.  There  is  the 
matchless  intervening  sto¬ 
ry  of  the  life  and  teachings 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  Consider  the  unattainable  no¬ 
bility  to  which  we  are  called  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Then  there  come  on  apace  the  days  of  the  rejection 
and  persecution  and  trial  of  .lesus.  It  seems  to  close  with 
the  crucifixion  on  Good  Friday. 

But  all  was  born  anew  that  first  Easter  morning.  The 
hearts  of  men  were  set  aglow.  The  message  of  the 
universal  fatherhood  of  God  as  a  redeeming  grace 
through  fellowship  with  Christ  was  to  be  proclaimed 
throughout  the  earth.  We  stand  at  the  threshold  of 
another  Easter!  I  rejoice  with  you.  Come  rejoice  with  me! 
The  Lord  is  Risen!  He  is  Ri.sen  indeed!! 

I  shall  never  forget  my  first  Easter  in  Florida.  A 
number  of  the  ministers  were  exceeding!)  sensitive  to  my 
situation  and  invited  me  to  preach  in  their  pulpits.  This 
had  been  the  high  day  for  me  through  all  the  years  of  my 
pastoral  ministry!  But  now  it  was  no  day  for  me  to 
occupy  the  pulpit  of  another  pastor.  1  had  no  right  to  rob 
him  of  the  glorious  opportunity  of  proclaiming  the 
matchless  Good  News  to  his  people.  For  me,  the  thought 
of  the  approaching  Easter  brought  on  almost  unbearable 
loneliness.  But  this  was  dispelled.  1  discovered  that  it  was 
not  necessary  for  me  to  be  occupying  a  pulpit  in  order  to 
experience  the  inexpressible  joy  of  a  believing  Christian. 

I  thank  God  for  the  day  has  not  lost  its  radiance. 
More  than  ever,  I  am  confident  that  this  .lesus  who  stood 
in  resurrected  beauty  among  his  fearful  disciples  is  not 
only  the  answer  to  their  woes,  but  is  the  hope  indeed, 
the  only  hope  — of  a  weary,  frightened,  hungry  world. 

We  have  a  pathetic  group  in  our  generation  w'ho  are 
forever  reminding  us  that  the  church  itself  must  become 
secular  to  reach  a  secular  world.  There  are  those  in  that 
group  who  demonstrate  their  secularity  through  crass 
defiance  of  a  personal  morality.  They  become  cheap 
hucksters  of  a  fraudulent  gospel.  Jesus  moved  in  and  out 
of  his  world  with  his  finger  upon  the  pulse  of  its  suffering 
and  its  sin  and  its  sorrow.  But  he  never  became  worldly. 
He  stood  aloof  in  the  majesty  of  his  own  character  and 
the  purity  of  his  love.  God  deliver  us  from  those  who 
renounce  the  example  and  teachings  of  Christ, 
demonstrating  their  heresy  through  the  shame  of  their 
own  lives! 

Lift  your  eyes  to  the  rising  sun  this  Easter  morning! 
Rejoice  with  me!  The  Lord  is  Risen!  He  is  Risen  indeed!! 
May  God  be  with  you. 

Cordially, 


J 


New  Format  Proposed  For 
Florida  United  Methodist 

By  Melton  Ware.  Program  Council  Director 

Two  years  ago  a  Board  of  Publication  was  appointed  by 
the  Annual  Conference  to  study  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  concerning  a  conference  news  organ.  As  the 
members  of  the  Board  gathered  information  and  made  a 
comprehensive  analysis  it  became  clear  that  a  way  of 
better  communication  and  the  sharing  of  more 
information  was  greatly  to  be  desired. 

After  considering  all  the  possibilities  the  Board  of 
Publication  is  now  prepared  to  recommend  to  the  1972 
Florida  Annual  Conference  meeting  in  June,  the 
publishing  of  a  weekly  Florida  United  Methodist  edition 
of  The  Texas  Methodist.  This  means  that  we  would 
prepare  the  front  page  with  news  items  of  special  interest 
to  Florida  United  Methodists;  the  remaining  three  pages 
of  the  newspaper  would  contain  religious  news  items  and 
features  of  general  interest  on  a  national  scale,  but 
oriented  toward  Methodism. 

This  same  format  is  followed  by  the  six  Texas 
conferences,  the  New  Mexico  Conference,  the  Rocky 
Mountain  area  and  the  Pacific  Northwest  area. 

While  we  would  prefer  a  newspaper  fully  assembled 
and  printed  here  in  Florida,  the  cost,  publishing  and 
editorial  demands,  seemed  far  too  great  to  be  carried  by 
our  present  subscription  list.  Until  we  have  a  subscription 
list  of  about  50,000,  the  plan  being  recommended  by  our 
Board  of  Publication  would  seem  to  be  a  practical  and 
comparatively  inexpensive  way  to  provide  Florida  United 
Methodists  with  weekly  news  about  the  church  in 
mission. 

In  an  effort  to  alert  the  conference  to  the  proposed 
plan  that  they  make  a  responsible  decision  at  the  Annual 
Conference,  we  will  not  publish  the  May  and  June  issues 
of  the  Florida  United  Methodist.  Instead  we  will  use  the 
money  budgeted  for  this  purpose,  along  with  some 
additional  funds,  to  send  nine  sample  issues  of  the 
proposed  newspaper  to  all  those  now  receiving  The 
Florida  United  Methodist.  The  sample  issues  would 
indicate  what  the  new  format  would  be  like. 

The  first  issue  should  be  out  about  April  21  and 
during  the  nine-week  period  will  cover  the  five  special 
General  Conference  issues  and  four  others  leading  up  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  the  first 
week  in  June. 

We  urge  you  to  read  your  Florida  United  Methodist 
and  be  prepared  to  share  your  ideas  and  suggestions. 

Mrs.  Doris  Buhrman,  the  present  editor  of  the 
Florida  United  Methodist  magazine,  will  continue  as  the 
editor  of  the  new  newspaper  format.  She  will  appreciate 
articles,  ideas  and  stories  that  relate  experiences  of  the 
Church  in  Mission  throughout  the  Florida  Conference 
that  arc  of  general  interest.  We  may  not  be  able  to  use  all 
the  stories  that  come  our  way,  but  we  will  try  to  print  the 
more  timely,  helpful  and  newsworthy  ones  each  week. 

General  Conference  Newsletter 
To  Provide  Daily  Report 

Nine  special  General  Conference  newsletters  will  be 
mailed  to  pastors  and  other  Florida  Conference  leaders 
by  our  United  Methodist  Information  representatives 
who  arc  in  attendance  at  the  Atlanta  conference.  The 
li  it.^,rs  will  be  mailed  each  day  by  the  Florida  Conference 
--ii  ixrsonni!l  nfter  receiving  the  news  from  Atlanta. 


Campfires  are  a  very  special  time  of  day  at  our  Rustic 
Camps  on  our  Trail  Hikes  each  summer.  This  picture 
was  taken  on  a  Trail  Hike  last  summer.  All  Rustic 
Camps,  this  summer,  will  he  held  at  our  North  and  South 
Florida  Camps  —  none  at  Leesburg. 

School  Of  Christian  Mission 
Studies,  Plans  Announced 

The  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission,  scheduled 
for  July  21-23  (weekend)  and  July  24-2X  (week)  on  the 
campus  of  Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  will 
feature  several  areas  of  concern.  These  include  the  study 
on  India:  One-sixth  of  the  World’s  People;  Faith  and 
Justice;  and  a  study  of  the  Book  of  Romans. 

The  School  will  also  provide  special  classes  on 
teaching  techniques  at  both  the  weekend  school  and  the 
week  session.  The  Rev.  Billy  Starnes,  Atlanta,  will  lead 
this  section,  speaking  on  “Mission  in  1972.” 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights  of  the  week  session 
will  be  used  for  work  area  seminars  with  leadership  from 
the  various  boards  of  the  conference. 

The  scheduling  of  the  conference  program  will  differ 
from  that  of  former  years  in  that  there  will  be  only  one 
plenary  session  for  each  section  of  the  school  on 
Saturday  evening  for  the  weekend  group  and  on 
Thursday  evening  for  the  week-long  school. 

Also  different  in  scheduling  will  be  the  Bible  study  on 
Romans.  This  year  the  study  will  be  elective  as  are  the 
studies  on  India,  and  Faith  and  Justice.  The  Bible  Study 
course  will  be  taught  by  Dr.  John  Bergland,  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio.  Dr.  Bergland  will 
also  bring  a  short  meditation  to  the  entire  group  each 
day. 

Further  detailed  information  of  the  school  will  be 
coming  your  way  soon  including  information  about  the 
fine  faculty  which  is  being  assembled. 

Youth  Ministry  Assembly 

The  Youth  Ministry  Assembly  (formerly  Officer’s 
Assembly)  will  be  a  part  of  the  1972  Conference  School 
of  Christian  Mission  as  the  School  adds  a  new  dimension 
to  its  leadership  training  focus  for  the  local  church. 

Youth  from  our  conference  will  attend  the  School  and 
participate,  as  in  previous  years,  in  the  study  courses  and 
other  opportunities  with  the  additional  opportunity  to  be 
engaged  in  youth  ministry  leadership  training. 

This  will  equip  them  for  leadership  roles  in  their  local 
church’s  youth  ministry.  In  addition,  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  will  be  assembled  and  a 
general  orientation  to  youth  ministry  and  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  explored. 

Youth  will  also  participate  in  several  simulation 
games,  field  trips  and  sponsor  a  coffee  house:  “Reynolds 
Fellowship  For  All.” 

This  experience  is  open  to  youth  (ages  13-18)  who  are 
interested  in  the  mission  of  the  church  (Theme;  Faith 
and  Justice)  and  training  for  leadership. 
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WSCS  And  CSC  Hold  Seminar 
On  World  Development 

What  is  the  third  world?  What  is  the  meaning  of  world 
development?  What  role  does  the  church  have  in  the 
liberation  of  human  beings? 

Answers  to  these  questions  and  others  were  sought  by 
the  45  persons  attending  the  24-hour  seminar  on  World 
Development  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Conference  Board 
of  Christian  Social  Concerns  and  the  program  area  of 
Christian  Social  Relations  of  the  Conference  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service.  The  seminar  was  held  in  the 
United  Methodist  Building  in  Lakeland  February  29  and 
March  1 , 

The  purpose  of  the  seminar,  which  was  attended  by 
the  district  counsellors  of  Christian  Social  Concerns,  the 
district  presidents  and  the  district  chairmen  of  Christian 
Social  Relations  of  the  Women’s  Society/Guild,  was  to 
consider  the  implications  of  development,  to  evaluate  the 
Christian’s  responsibility  in  the  development  of  human 
resources,  and  to  motivate  those  present  to  further  study 
and  action.  This  latter  purpose  was  realized  to  the  point 
that  a  follow-up  session  is  planned  for  May  3,  4  for  the 
purpose  of  designing  strategies  for  district  and  local 
action.  This  session  will  involve  the  same  persons. 

Miss  Peggy  Billings,  assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
Section  of  Christian  Social  Relations,  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  gave  the 
keynote  address.  She  spoke  also  on  the  role  of  the  church 
in  development  and  prepared  a  summary  of  the  findings 
of  the  group, 

.ludge  P.  B.  Revels  of  Palatka,  was  moderator  for  a 
group  of  African  students  from  Bethune-Cookman 
College.  Miss  Patricia  Ogbu  and  Sam  Adkunle  from 
Nigeria,  and  Mandilakoshi  Siklakhana  from  South 
Africa  talked  about  the  history  of  their  respective 
countries  and  present  conditions.  Miss  Ogbu  is  the 
daughter  of  the  Nigerian  ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations. 

Economics  of  Development  was  the  subject  of  an 
address  by  Dr.  Paul  Roberts,  Jr.,  assistant  professor  of 
economics.  University  of  Florida,  Gainesville. 

A  panel  on  urban  ministries  featured  the  Rev.  Gene 
Parks,  urban  mission  developer  from  Jacksonville.  The 
Rev.  Hector  Navas,  executive  director.  United 
Methodist  Centers,  Tampa,  and  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Crossman,  director  of  Specialized  Urban  Ministries,  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  outlined  ways  in  which  the  church’s  special 
ministries  are  working  effectively  with  government  and 
other  social  agencies  in  a  coordinated  attack  on  the 
spectrum  of  inner-city  problems.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Vaught, 
Gainesville,  served  as  moderator. 


■im 


■■  . 

;  r  i 

Above.  Dr.  Paul  Roberts,  Jr.  assistant  professor  of 
economics.  University  of  Florida,  Gainesville,  who  spoke 
on  Economics  and  Development  and  below,  the  Rev. 
Gene  Parks,  Jacksonville,  Urban  Developer,  and  the 
Rev.  Ernest  Newman,  right,  superintendent  of  the  Mel¬ 
bourne  District.  Both  participated  in  the  panel 
discussion. 


The  planning  committee  for  the  seminar  included 
Judge  Revels,  Palatka,  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns,  Mrs.  Hugh  Wilcox, 
chairman  of  Christian  Social  Relations,  Conference 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service,  Mrs.  W'.  P. 
Tisdale,  Jacksonville,  Mrs.  John  Wilson  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Vaught,  Gainesville,  and  Mrs.  Allen  Watson,  president 
of  the  conference  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service. 


de, us  from  Bethune-Cookman  College.  Daytona  Beach  parjicipate 

ricia  Ogbu  and  Sam  Adkunle,  both  from  Nigeria  and  right,  Mandilakashi  Siklakhana  from  South  Africa. 
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The  second  in  a  series  of  commentary  articles  on  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  Purpose  and  Priorities 


‘It  Is  Our  Responsibility. . 


By  Robert  Temple 

In  the  first  installment  of  this  series  on  “A  Statement  of 
Purpose  and  Priorities”  (see  1971  Journal,  pp.  162-3,  and 
the  1972  Council  on  Ministries  booklet,  page  4)  we  saw 
that  the  overall  biblical  and  theological  theme 
undergirding  our  work  here  in  Florida  is  that  of 
reconciliation  (II  Cor.  5:19-20);  reconciling  persons  to 
Christ;  drawing  them  into  the  reconciling  and  reconciled 
fellowship;  and  sending  them  back  out  into  the  world  in  a 
ministry  of  reconciliation. 

But  purpose,  as  so  stated,  leads  to  responsibility. 
What  is  one’s  purpose  if  it  does  not  lead  him  to 
responsibility  for  fulfilling  that  purpose?  The  Florida 
Annual  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
officially  articulated  its  responsibility  in  this  language; 

“In  order  to  carry  out  this  purpose,  it  is  our 
responsibility  as  an  annual  conference  to  (a)  exercise  the 
strength  of  our  connectional  church  in  accomplishing  our 
corporate  ministry  as  a  community  of  faith;  (b)  define 
priorities  that  will  guide  our  churches  in  fulfilling  this 
ministry;  and  (c)  devise  strategies  that  will  enable  our 
churches  to  meet  these  priority  needs.” 

First  and  foremost,  consider  that  it  is  our 
responsibility  to  exercise  the  strength  of  our  connectional 
church  in  accomplishing  our  corporate  ministry  as  a 
community  of  faith.  This  is  beautifully  stated  — if  only  it 
could  be  done! 

One  of  the  great  problems  of  today’s  large 
organizations  and  institutions  is  the  task  of  making  their 
structures  work  and  serve  effectively,  efficiently,  and 


Robert  M.  Temple,  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bartow. 


humanly.  Big  businesses,  large  universities,  and  our 
national  and  state  governments,  as  well  as  the  various 
church  denominations,  are  struggling  to  make  their 
structures  work.  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  no 
exception.  As  Virgil  Sextion  so  ably  points  out  in  his 
book.  Listening  to  the  Church,  we  are  having 
considerable  difficulty  in  making  our  denominational 
structures  serve  as  intended. 

in  the  Florida  Conference  we  have  an  abundance  of 
structure.  We  have  twelve  districts,  eight  boards,  seven 
commissions,  seven  groups  of  trustees  or  directors  for 
various  institutions,  thirteen  annual  committees,  three 
additional  committees,  and  two  fellowship  agencies. 

In  addition,  we  have  the  Conference  Program 
Council  with  i,s  four  age-level  ministry  departments  its 
Mirj.-  standing  committees,  and  its  five  optional 
■  •  •  plus  oth-  r  task  forces  which  might  be 


Also,  we  have  one  bishop,  twelve  district  super¬ 
intendents,  over  seven  hundred  pastors,  and  around  three 
hundred  twenty  thousand  laymen.  One  would  think  that 
with  all  that  structure  we  would  have  strength!  And 
strength  we  have  — to  a  certain  degree!  But  our  strength 
could  be  greater  if  it  were  more  effectively  and  efficiently 
channeled,  facilitated,  and  implemented. 

We  are  not  “a  sinking  ship”  as  some  have 
concluded  -  but  we  may  be  a  “sleeping  giant!”  We  have  a 
structure  and  we  have  a  potential  strength.  Having 
structure  does  not  necessarily  mean  having  strength  ^ 
that  is,  until  it  is  effectively  implemented  (after  perhaps 
being  re-structured)  into  creative,  reconciling  service  tq 
humankind.  (We  presently  have  a  Committee  on: 
Structure  of  the  Conference  Council  studying  out 
organization  for  possible  alterations  and  changes.) 

It  is  awesomely  nerveshaking  to  consider  what  might 
be  done  for  the  sake  of  Christ’s  reconciling  ministry  in 
the  State  of  Florida  if  we  indeed  really  exercised  th^ 
strength  of  our  corporate  ministry  as  a  community  oj 
faith. 

Suppose  we  did  actually,  genuinely,  literally  mobiliz( 
the  strength  of  three  hundred  twenty  thousand  laymen 
seven  hundred  preachers,  fifty-three  boards  and  agencies 
and  twelve  districts,  and  literally  exercise  them  in  < 
reconciling  ministry!  Why,  all  hell  might  break  loose  — it 
Florida  at  least!  Remember  what  they  said  of  thi 
apostles— “these  men  who  have  turned  the  world  upsidt 
down.” 

A  lesson  from  our  past  reminds  us  that  the  Hob 
Spirit  does  indeed  work  through  needful,  well 
intentioned,  creative  church  body  structures.  Georgi 
Whitfield,  when  compared  to  John  Wesley,  was  by  fa 
the  greater  preacher.  He  was  the  greater  evangelist  ant 
soul-stirrer.  But  Wesley,  the  lesser  preacher  (he  wrote  ou 
his  sermons  in  manuscript  form,  “Tch!  Tch!”)  was  ; 
great  organizer.  He  had  the  remarkable  ability  o 
channeling  human  experiences,  energies,  and  concern 
into  groups,  classes,  societies,  and  a  mighty  movement 
As  we  review  the  ministries  of  these  two  men,  whosi 
work  is  still  alive  and  vital  today;  Whitfield’s?  o 
Wesley’s? 

Wesley  was  one  who  truly  exercised  the  strength  of : 
system  (take  careful  note,  however,  that  he  exercised  i 
outside  traditional  church  structures)  in  accomplishing 
corporate  ministry  of  a  community  of  faith.  His  life  am 
ministry  teach  us  that  organization  is  not  the  nemesis  o 
Satan,  but  rather  a  means  to  an  end  for  the  Spirit  — th 
end  which  we  are  calling  here  the  “ministry  o 
reconciliation.” 

Obviously,  such  a  connectional  system  as  ours  mus 
come  to  terms  with  priorities.  It  must  “define  prioritie 
that  will  guide  our  churches  in  fulfilling  their  ministry,' 
and  furthermore,  “devise  strategies  that  will  enable  ouj 
churches  to  meet  these  priority  needs.” 

(Next  installment,  “Our  Priorities  .  .  .  ”) 
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Bonnie  Jones,  one  oj  the  actors  in  the  film  Making  a 
Difference  recently  released  by  TRAFCO,  shown  with 
director  Donald  Hughes.  ( Photo  by  TRAFCO) 


Parish  Ministry  Film 
Released  By  TRAFCO 

A  documentary  film  on  the  parish  ministry  has  been 
released  by  the  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Communications  Division  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  cooperation  with  the  denomination’s 
Department  of  the  Ministry. 

Entitled  “Making  a  Difference,”  the  1 5-minute,  color 
motion  picture  includes  interviews  with  parish  ministers 
in  three  settings:  inner  city,  suburban,  and  rural. 

Produced  in  cooperation  with  five  other  Protestant 
denominations,  the  film  is  aimed  at  a  wide  range  of 
audiences  interested  in  the  parish  ministry. 

The  film  was  introduced  recently  at  a  meeting  of 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  Ministry  chairmen  meeting 
in  St.  Louis.  Each  chairman  received  a  copy  of  the  film 
for  use  in  his  conference. 

A  leader’s  guide  has  been  prepared  and  the 
Department  of  the  Ministry  is  promoting  and  conducting 
a  program  of  utilization. 

The  film  is  now  in  the  audio-visual  library  at  the 
United  Methodist  Building  and  may  be  secured  by 
writing  to  Mrs.  Hilda  Faster,  P.  O.  Box  70,  Lakeland, 
Elorida  33802. 


Koestline  Authors  New  Book 

I  Controversy  and  Conflict,  a  new  study  book  for  adults,  is 
;  authored  by  a  Eloridian,  the  Rev.  K.  Henry  Koestline  of 
Miami. 

The  book  is  number  12  on  the  “Christian  Eaith  in 
!  Life  Series,”  published  by  the  Methodist  Publishing 
!  House  for  use  in  adult  classes  of  the  local  church.  The 
book  is  due  off  the  press  April  15  and  many  classes  are 
scheduled  to  begin  the  study  in  the  summer  quarter, 
j  However,  the  book  is  undated  so  it  may  be  used  anytime. 

I  Mr.  Koestline  is  a  professor  at  Miami-Dade  Junior 
I  College-South  Campus.  He  is  also  coordinator  of  adult 
ministries  for  the  Miami  District  and  author  of  another 
book.  What  Jesus  Said  About  It,  which  was  published 
I  last  year.  It  is  a  small  reference  work  on  the  teachings  of 
: Jesus. 


Sherman  To  Speak  at 
Mature  Years  Conference 

Dr.  Goddard  Sherman,  pastor  of  the  Seminole  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church,  Tampa,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  26th  annual 
Mature  Years  Conference. 

The  conference  will  be 
held  at  the  Leesburg  camp 
April  24-27.  The  theme  se¬ 
lected  for  the  conference  is 
“Get  involved  With  God.” 

Bible  Study  will  high¬ 
light  the  conference  with 
four  discussion  groups 
available.  Unit  leaders  will 
be  Mrs.  Junior  Avers,  Sar¬ 
asota,  Mrs'  W.  A.  Eisack- 
erly,  Jr.,  Jacksonville,  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Inman,  Tampa, 
and  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Speakman,  Et.  Lauder¬ 
dale.  The  Bible  Study  dis¬ 
cussions  will  be  held  each 
day.  Each  person  attend¬ 
ing  the  conference  is  requested  to  bring  a  copy  of  the 
Bible. 

The  highlight  of  the  week  will  be  the  annual  banquet 
and  talent  show.  This  year  the  theme  for  the  banquet  is 
“Hats.”  Everyone  is  expected  to  bring  some  type  of  hat 
to  wear  to  the  banquet.  The  hats  will  be  judged  for 
unusualness,  originality,  and  attractiveness. 

The  cost  for  the  conference  is  $20,  which  includes 
lodging,  all  meals,  and  accident  and  illness  insurance 
while  the  delegate  is  at  camp  or  traveling  to  and  from 
camp. 

Brochures  and  registration  applications  have  been 
sent  to  all  local  churches.  See  your  pastor,  but  if  he 
doesn’t  have  one,  write  to  Box  70,  Lakeland,  for  the 
necessary  form. 

The  conference  is  open  to  all  senior  adults  in  our  local 
churches.  Sunday  school  classes  and  adult  organizations 
within  the  local  church  are  invited  to  send  delegates. 
Pastors  and  directors  of  Christian  education  are  also 
invited. 


The  Rev.  James  V.  Harvester  of  Tampa,  newly-elected 
president  of  Florida  Southern  College's  National  Alumni 
Association,  presents  the  group’s  “alumnus  of  the  year” 
award  to  his  predecessor,  Walter  W.  Woolfolk,  Lake 
Wales  lawyer.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Harvester,  a  retired  colonel 
in  the  U.  S.  army  chaplaincy,  is  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
new  United  Methodist  Church  at  Holiday. 
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High  Excitement,  Expectancy 

Infect  Atlanta 
United  Methodists 


Delegates  to  United  Methodism’s  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Atlanta  April  16- 
30  will  represent  86  nations  — and  a  local 
committee  has  worked  almost  four  years 
to  guarantee  that  they  (the  delegates) 
know  the  vibrant  spirit  of  Georgia  and 
Atlanta.  Virtually  every  point  on  the  globe 
will  be  represented  with  several  Christians 
coming  from  communist  countries. 

Though  most  of  us  cannot  be  present 
at  this  historic  meeting,  Florida  will  be 
represented  by  29  officially-elected 
delegates  and  many  visitors  from  our 
state.  Gene  Carroll,  director  of  public 
relations  for  the  United  Methodists  in 
Georgia  is  chairman  of  the  120-member 
committee  which  has  worked  on  every 
conceivable  end  of  “convention  planning” 
from  a  well-stocked  first  aid  room  through 
a  major  theatrical  production. 

Mr.  Carroll,  who  has  worked  in 
convention  planning  for  several  civic  and 
church  groups,  calls  the  United  Methodist 
meeting  “about  as  involved  as  any 
meeting  ever  held  in  Atlanta.” 

It  will  be  the  first  time  the  worldwide 


John 

Wesley 


United  Methodist  Church -General  Confereno 


body  has  met  in  the  deep  South.  In  referring  to  facilities 
being  provided,  Mr.  Carroll  says,  “Thanks  to  the  Atlanta 
Civic  Center  staff  and  the  Shepard  Decorating 
Company,  we  will  have  space  for  almost  10,000  persons 
daily  during  the  two-week  meeting.  Delegates  will  have 
the  best  hotel  facilities  they  have  had  at  any  conference  in 
the  past  20  years.” 

No  tickets  will  be  needed  for  daily  sessions  or  special 
productions.  About  20,000  visitors  are  expected  during 
the  period  of  the  conference  meeting. 

Though  the  conference  could  seem  structured  around 
the  institution,  actually  it’s  a  very  spiritual  sort  of 
meeting  and  highly  democratic.  There  will  be  1,000 
voting  delegates  — half  laymen  and  half  ministers. 
Among  the  laymen  will  be  corporation  presidents. 
Governors,  Senators,  merchants,  football  coaches, 
farmers,  educators,  doctors  and  government  employees. 
Ministers  will  represent  every  type  of  church  from  the 
smallest  and  largest  to  the  most  conservative  and  most 
unconventional. 

Much  of  the  past  year  has  been  spent  in  writing  and 
producing  a  major  theatrical  play  “The  Bridge.”  The 
production  will  tell  the  story  of  John  Wesley’s  work  in 
Georgia  (the  only  place  where  he  served  in  America),  and 
the  British  clergyman’s  ultimate  influence  in  creating  the 
Methodist  movement  which  has  20  million  followers 
around  the  world. 

"The  Bridge”  will  be  produced  on  April  22  and  23  in 
the  Atlanta  Civic  Center  Theatre.  It  will  include 
professional  actors  and  singers  in  a  one  hour  and  fifteen 
iViinute  show. 

A  20x40  foot  screen  will  be  used  behind  the  stage  set 
nd  actors  will  tell  the  story  of  Methodism’s  effect  on  the 
vv^M-Jd  and  sin!'.'.  priorities  and  problems  facing 
t'hni.n.iniiv.  .Stalling  with  John  and  Charles  Wesley’s 
‘•'”■1^  i:  vT:c!r-,;ia  a-.  Anglican  missionaries,  the 
'  ■'■'i'''’  '■  J!  tr->'t  Jo.hn’s  life  from  his  failures  in 


Medallion  for  General  Conference  badges  this  session 
departs  in  shape  from  the  usual  round  design.  From  left 
is  an  outline  of  the  state  of  Georgia  with  a  dot  marking 
Atlanta,  the  United  Methodist  cross  and  flame,  and  a 
depiction  of  the  statue  of  John  Wesley  recently  erected  in 
Savannah.  At  the  top  of  the  medallion  is  the  symbol  of 
Atlanta,  a  Phoenix  rising  from  the  flame. 


Georgia  to  his  conversion  in  London. 

The  conference  will  see  another  production  on  April 
19  which  will  feature  a  Methodist  astronaut,  Alan 
Shepard  of  the  Seabrook  United  Methodist  Church, 
Seabrook,  Texas.  Shepard  will  narrate  portions  of  “Out 
on  the  Edge  of  Time,”  a  feature  program  on  World 
Methodist  Night  — also  in  the  Atlanta  Civic  Center 
Theatre. 

How  many  hours  daily  does  it  take  to  put  together  a 
General  Conference?  “Our  committee  is  only  one 
segment  of  it,  but  most  of  the  arrangement  work  is  done 
by  us  locally,”  Carroll  said,  “and  we  have  our  six 
divisions  in  the  committee  devoting  about  300  man  hours 
weekly  to  the  project.” 

“We  average  about  four  meetings  weekly  in 
production  conferences  and  sessions  with  hotels.” 

Does  it  all  help  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  people? 
“Probably  more  than  most  people  realize,”  Carroll 
continued.  “There  is  considerable  trivia  the  General 
Conference  could  drop,  but  the  deliberations  are 
essential.  I  think  most  of  the  laymen  and  ministers 
honestly  believe  they  are  trying  to  deal  with  human  need 
and  alleviate  suffering  through  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  well  as  evangelize  the  world.” 

Carroll  was  also  asked  his  plans  on  completion  of  the 
conference  on  April  30.  “I  will  help  sweep  out  the  Civic 
Center  and  then  hope  to  spend  two  weeks  somewhere 
sitting  quietly  under  a  tree  — thinking  about  a  novel  I 
began  working  on  a  year  ago.” 


THE  FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODISE 


First  view  of  Atlanta  for  many  General  Conference  delegates  and  visitors  will  he  this  one  en  route  downtown  from 
Atlanta  airport.  In  the  foreground  is  Atlanta  Stadium  and  beyond  is  the  Georgia  state  capital  and  downtown 
skyscrapers. 


Opening  Agenda  Set  For 
General  Conference 

The  agenda  for  the  opening  events  of  the  1972  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  were  completed  and 
announced  recently  by  the  Commission  on  Enter¬ 
tainment  and  Program. 

The  first  official  event  will  be  the  service  of  Holy 
Communion  at  7:30  p.m.,  April  16,  in  the  Civic -Center. 
The  first  morning  devotional  hour  will  begin  at  8:30  a.m., 
April  17,  and  formal  organization  of  the  conference  and 
Episcopal  Address  will  begin  af  9  a.m.  Also  on  the 
agenda  for  the  1,000  delegates  on  the  first  morning  will 
be  reports  from  quadrennial  study  commissions  on 
doctrine  and  general  board  structure. 

In  another  action,  the  Commission  on  Entertainment 
and  Program  reaffirmed  invitations  to  seven  pastors  for 
the  afternoon  preaching  hour,  including  the  Rev.  A.  Cecil 
Williams,  controversial  pastor  of  Glide  Memorial 
Church  in  San  Erancisco,  California.  However,  because 
of  objections  of  the  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta  to  Mr.  Williams’  speaking  from  his 
pulpit,  the  entire  series  of  services  was  re-scheduled  for 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

Doctrinal  Committee  Sets 
‘Constructive  Guidelines’ 

A  new  statement  on  doctrinal  standards  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  presented  to  The  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  work  of  the  30-member  commission  which  has 


been  meeting  for  the  past  four  years,  the  proposals  are 
intended  to  serve  as  a  “framework  of  constructive 
guidelines”  rather  than  a  set  creed,  according  to 
commission  officials.  The  chief  function  of  the  new 
guidelines  on  doctrine  is  described  as  helping  church 
members  view  their  faith  in  the  context  of  the  kind  of 
world  in  which  they  find  themselves  today. 

Endorsed  is  “theological  pluralism”  an  option  for 
varying  theological  interpretations  within  the  framework 
of  basic  Christian  doctrine.  Stressed  repeatedly 
throughout  the  proposed  statement  is  the  traditional 
United  Methodist  linking  of  faith  and  work  the 
conviction  that  “person  salvation  leads  always  into 
involvement  in  Christian  mission  in  the  world.” 

Ministry  Proposals  Will  Reduce 
Number  Of  Seminaries 

Recommendations  that  could  eventually  reduce  the 
number  of  United  Methodist-related  seminaries  from  14 
to  1 1  will  be  made  to  the  church's  General  Conference 
opening  April  16  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

A  special  24-member  study  commission  says  in  the 
report  that  it  will  not  endeavor  to  say  precisely  how  many 
seminaries  the  church  should  be  supporting  on  a  long¬ 
term  basis,  but  declares:  “It  is  our  judgment  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  could  provide  theological 
education  of  high  quality  with  fewer  than  14  seminaries.” 

If  the  report  is  approved  by  General  Conference,  a  set 
of  principles  for  theological  education  and  questions 
related  to  number,  size,  and  location  will  be  considered 
by  five  regional  task  forces.  The  study  group  also  says 
that  ministerial  needs  are  not  likely  to  vary  much  from 
the  present  needs,  but  cautions  that  the  cost  of 
theological  education  will  continue  to  rise  rapidly. 
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Atlanta  Ministers’  Wives 
To  Entertain  Visitors 

The  ministers’  wives  of  the  Atlanta  Districts  are  making 
plans  to  help  entertain  other  parsonage  wives  at  the 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta.  Two  events  have  been 
planned  to  include  delegate  and  non-delegate  wives. 

A  Dogwood  Bus  Tour  of  Atlanta’s  sights,  including  a 
visit  to  the  Governor’s  Mansion  and  a  fellowship  tea  at 
St.  .lohn  United  Methodist  Church  on  Thursday,  April 
20,  has  been  arranged.  Tickets  for  the  tour  and  tea  will  be 
only  $3.50  and  will  be  available  at  the  Conference. 

Also  Atlanta’s  most  famous  department  store. 
Rich’s,  is  hosting  a  VIP  day  which  includes  lunch,  a 
seated  tea  and  fashion  show  and  time  for  shopping. 

Free  tickets  are  available  at  the  Conference  until 
noon  Monday,  April  17,  or  may  be  secured  by  mail 
before  March  31  by  sending  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  to  Mrs.  Charles  Sineath,  4220  Bishop  Lake 
Road,  Marietta,  Georgia  30060.  The  day  of  the  event  is 
Tuesday,  April  18. 

The  entertainment  effort  for  visitors  to  the  General 
Conference  is  an  expression  of  concern  for  “southern 
hospitality”  by  Georgia  parsonage  wives  in  behalf  of 
other  wives  attending  the  Atlanta  gathering. 

New  Social  Principles  Readied 
For  Action  By  General  Conference 

The  proposed  new  Social  Principles  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  to  be  presented  to  the  April  16-30 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta,  has  been  published  in  the 
March  issue  of  engage  magazine. 

For  United  Methodists  in  Florida  who  are  interested 
in  the  full  text  (4,000  words)  of  the  report  of  this  study 
commission,  single  and  bulk  copies  are  available.  If  you 
do  not  have  access  to  a  copy  of  engage,  and  would  like  to 
secure  copies  of  the  Statement,  you  may  do  so  by  writing 
to  Social  Principles  Study  Commission,  1019  Chestnut 
Street,  Des  Moines,  Iowa  50309.  Costs  are:  1-9  copies,  50 
cents  each;  10-24  copies,  45  cents  each;  25-99  copies,  40 
cents  each;  100  or  more  copies,  35  cents  each.  The  order 
number  is  E2055. 

Developed  by  the  Social  Principles  Study 
Commission  during  the  past  four  years,  this  proposed 
Statement  of  Social  Principles  contains  six  major 
sections  on;  The  Natural  World,  The  Nurturing 
Community,  The  Social  Community,  The  Economic 
Community,  The  Political  Community,  and  The  World 
Community.  It  also  has  a  brief  concluding  section,  titled 
“Our  Social  Creed,”  designed  for  use  in  worship  services. 

The  proposal  offers  a  few  major  alterations  from  the 
present  social  positions  of  the  church,  but  there  are 
changes  in  emphasis  at  many  points.  New  statements 
would  include  “the  right  of  every  person  to  die  in 
dignity,”  the  acceptance  of  homosexuals  as  “persons  of 
sacred  worth”  rather  than  sick  persons  needing 
treatment,  encouragement  for  good  use  of  the 
“opportunity  leisure  provides,”  and  support  for  selective 
conscientious  objection. 

SUM  Now  has  New  Office 

Specialized  Urban  Ministries  of  greater  Fort  Lauderdale 
has  opened  a  n^-w  office.  Located  at  122  S.E.  Second  St., 
'hr  office  Futures  '  “red  door”  which,  in  the  words  of  the 
-iitiein  '  rij  ,o-:;n,  director,  nreans  welcome  and 
' '  '  '  '  -  or  stop  ‘-'j  remember  us  in  your  prayers, 

'  !■  ■  ' “.ir  talc.';  and  contributions. 


Peachtree  Street  in  Atlanta,  shown  here  in  a  night  view, 
is  one  of  the  nation's  best-known  avenues.  If  you’re 
looking  for  an  address  on  “Peachtree"  be  specific 
because  there  are  a  number  of  varieties  of  the  name  in 
addition  to  Peachtree  Street  itself. 

Structure  Recommendations  Readied 

When  1,000  delegates  from  around  the  world  gather  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia  April  16  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference,  one  of  the  first  orders  of  business 
will  be  a  183-page  volume  proposing  substantial  changes 
in  the  structure  of  the  church’s  general  boards  and 
agencies. 

As  mailed  to  the  delegates,  the  plan  proposes 
administrative  agencies  including  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
A  Council  on  Ministries,  and  a  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration.  Support  service  agencies  are  a  Board  of 
Communication  and  Publication  and  the  Board  of 
Pensions.  Commissions  related  to  the  Council  on 
Ministries  are  recommended  on  Archives  and  History 
and  Religion  and  Race. 

Program  agencies  are  boards  of  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship,  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and 
Global  Ministries.  The  proposed  four  program  boards 
would  replace  about  a  dozen  current  agencies. 
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1972  LEESBURG  SPIRITUAL  RETREAT 


OCTOBER6-7-8  OCTOBER  1 3  - 14  - 15 


1ST  SESSION  OCTOBER  6-7-8 
PLATFORM  SPEAKERS: 

Rev.  Ed  Beck,  former  Evangelist,  Board  of 
Evangelism;  Denver,  Colo. 

Charles  P.  Kellogg,  Asst.  Gen.  Secretary,  General 
Board  of  Laity,  Evanston,  111. 

Parker  Lee  McDonald,  Circuit  Judge,  Orlando 
James  W.  Sells,  Director,  SEJ  Committee  on 
Communications,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

MUSIC: 

Charles  Selph,  John  Reynolds  and  Charles  Husbands 

DISCUSSION  GROUPS: 

The  Layman  and  Human  Relations  -  The  Layman 
and  Conversion  -  The  Layman  and  Intercessory 
Prayer  -  The  Layman  and  Prayer  Groups  *  The 
Layman  and  Bible  Study  -  The  Layman  and 
Giving  -  The  Layman  and  Discipleship 

ALSO  FEATURING: 

Harry  L.  Burney,  Jr.,  Daytona  Beach 
Hardin  A.  "Ted"  Goff,  Jacksonville 
Rev.  W.  L.  Joyner,  Largo 
Rev.  J.  T.  Price,  Jr.,  Lakeland 
James  I.  Jones,  Miami 


OCTOBER  20  -  21  -  22  OCTOBER  27  -  28  -  29 

for  LIFE 

2ND  SESSION  OCTOBER  13-14- 15 
PLATFORM  SPEAKERS: 

Dr.  Earnest  A.  Smith,  Asso.  Gen.  Secretary,  Board 
of  Christian  Social  Concerns,  Washington,  D.C. 

Sam  Teague,  President,  Leon  Federal  Savings  & 

Loan  Ass'n.,  Tallahassee 

Ben  Shepard,  County  Commissioner,  Dade  County, 

Miami 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Laymon,  Author;  Director,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Religion,  Florida  Southern  College, 

Lakeland 

MUSIC: 

Glenn  Draper,  Jerald  Strickland  and  Frank  Jacobs 

DISCUSSION  GROUPS: 

Same  as  First  Session 

ALSO  FEATURING: 

Rev.  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  Miami 
Charles  I.  Babcock,  Jr.,  Miami 
Rev.  B.  Hugh  Lake,  Jr.,  Maitland 
Rev.  Rogers  P.  Fair,  Daytona  Beach 
L.  T.  Sapp,  Jr.,  Orlando 


CABIN  SHARING  EXPERIENCES 
RAY  NIcDONOUGH  AT  THE  PIANO 
PANEL  DISCUSSIONS 


3RD  SESSION  OCTOBER  20  -21  -22 
PLATFORM  SPEAKERS: 

Dr.  Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  Gen.  Secretary,  General 
Board  of  Evangelism,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

E.  H.  "Tank"  Harrison,  Author;  Member  Police 
Department,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Wayne  Swinney,  Retired,  Supervisor  F.B.I., 
Tallahassee 

Dr.  Leonard  Cochran,  Author;  Evangelist; 
Minister,  Perry  United  Methodist  Church,  Perry, 
Ga. 

MUSIC: 

Charles  Selph,  Rod  Ruby  and  John  Reynolds 

DISCUSSION  GROUPS: 

Same  as  First  Session 

ALSO  FEATURING: 

Theodore  Jones,  Daytona  Beach 
Robert  G.  Mayfield,  Wilmore,  Ky. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Hedberg,  St.  Petersburg 
Rev.  J.  Milburn  McLeod,  Tampa 
Lamar  King,  Tampa 

INSPIRATION 

(  Register  Early 


4TH  SESSION  OCTOBER  27  -  28  -  29 
PLATFORM  SPEAKERS: 

Dr,  Mack  B.  Stokes,  Asso.  Dean,  Emory,  School 
of  Theology,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Dr.  Glenn  Burton,  University  of  Georgia,  College 
of  Agriculture,  Tifton,  Ga. 

Hal  P.  Dekle,  Justice,  Supreme  Court  of  Florida, 
Tallahassee 

Stephen  Sebert,  National  Yokefellow  Office, 
Richmond,  Ind. 

MUSIC: 

Glenn  Draper,  Jerald  Strickland  and  Rod  Ruby 

DISCUSSION  GROUPS: 

Same  as  First  Session 

ALSO  FEATURING: 


Dr.  W.  W.  Roughton,  Gainesville 
Bill  Meadows,  Miami 
Rev.  Robert  D.  Bledsoe,  Ocala 
John  E.  Morris,  Jr.,  Ft.  Lauderdale 
Dr.  Gene  Zimmerman,  Orlando 
Harrison  F.  DeShields,  Daytona  Beach 

DEDICATION 


Last  Year  All  Four  Weekends  Were  Filled  by  June  1  ) 
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‘She  Took  Them 


A  Mississippi  minister's  wife  who  has  reared  40  needy  or 
retarded  children  since  1934  has  received  a  top  national 
award  for  individual  volunteers. 

Mrs.  Charles  Giles,  whose  husband  is  pastor  of  the 
black  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss., 
was  presented  a  plaque  by  President  Nixon  and  a  $5,000 
award  from  the  National  Center  for  Voluntary  Action. 

Married  a  half-century,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giles  live  in 
Pearlington,  Miss.,  from  where  she  drives  80  miles  a  day 
to  help  teach  in  a  school  for  retarded  children,  and  to 
attend  a  college  class.  At  70  years,  she  is  on  the  way  to  a 
degree  in  special  education. 

Her  volunteer  work  began  with  a  vow  when  very 
young  that  never,  if  she  could  help  it,  would  any  child 
suffer  the  rejection  of  being  unloved  and  unwanted.  Mrs. 
Giles  “feeds  them,  cloths  them,  loves  them  .  .  .  and  takes 
them  by  the  hand  to  the  learning  tree.” 

Portions  of  a  news  story  in  the  Biloxi,  Miss.,  Daily 
Herald  tell  Arnette  Giles’  story: 

“Were  it  not  for  a  small,  quiet  woman  in  Pearlington, 
40  abandoned,  retarded  or  needy  children  might  never 
have  known  anyone  cared.  Her  compassion  prevailed 
over  their  despair,  and  today  their  lives  are  no  longer 
barren. 

“Mrs.  Giles  says  that  ‘there  are  just  seven  children  in 
my  house  now.  Five  of  those  are  retarded  .  .  .  ’ 

“The  first  child  to  need  her  was  a  five-months-old 
baby  whose  mother  lay  dying  when  Mrs.  Giles  was  asked 
to  raise  it  in  1934.  That  child  was  the  first  of  40  to  come 


Call: 

Person 
to 

Person 

^CHURCH  IN  ACTION-^ 


by  The  Hand. . 


into  her  home  during  the  past  37  years. 

“Knowing  the  importance  of  education,  Mrs.  Giles 
has  been  insistent  that  her  charges  attend  school.  To 
supplement  her  income  in  order  to  send  one  young  man 
to  college,  she  took  a  cleaning  job. 

“Church  attendance,  too,  is  a  requisite  for  those  in 
the  Giles  household. 

“While  many  of  her  wards  have  been  referred  by 
‘desperate  welfare  authorities’  (for  whom  the  county  pays 
$  1 .62  per  day),  many  others  were  unprovided  for. 

“Mrs.  Giles  indicated  before  receiving  the  award 
that,  if  it  included  any  money,  she  would  use  it  for  the 
school  for  retarded  in  Hancock  County.” 

The  Florida  United  Methodist  brings  this  story  to  our 
readers  just  at  the  time  when  the  Florida  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  at  Enterprise  is  asking  the 
help  of  our  constituents  in  finding  foster  homes  for 
children  and  for  homes  for  boys  and  girls  who  are 
available  for  adoption. 

We  are  also  coming  into  a  time  of  increased  need  for 
church  facilities,  volunteer  help  and  other  aids  to  work 
with  SEMAR  and  our  state  government  in  care  and 
training  for  the  mentally  retarded. 

In  the  light  of  these  expressed  needs  we  thought  that 
Mrs.  Giles’  story  would  point  out  in  a  dramatic  way  that 
help  in  these  areas  of  our  concern  can  begin  with  the 
individual’s  desire  to  make  a  contribution,  to  be  aware  of 
the  need,  and  to  act  each  in  his  or  her  own  way  to  help 
answer  these  needs. 
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Miami  District  Holds 
Workshop  on  Cultures 

A  workshop  on  Cultural  Understanding,  sponsored  by 
the  Miami  District  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service,  was  held  recently  with  more  than  75  men, 
women  and  children  present  for  the  all-day  session. 

Participants  included  representatives  from  the  major 
culture  groups  living  in  the  Miami  area  Anglo,  Afro- 
American  and  Hispani. 

The  purpose  of  the  workshop,  in  the  words  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Monson,  chairman  of  Missionary  Education  of 
the  Miami  District  WSCS,  was  “To  achieve  a  better 
understanding  about  each  other,  to  bridge  the  gap 
existing  between  the  cultures,  and  to  explore  ways  in 
which  this  gap  might  be  closed.” 

The  workshop  was  a  “family  affair”  with  involve¬ 
ment  by  all  age  groups.  Emphasis  was  placed  on 
historical  links,  church  relationships,  education,  housing 
and  employment  and  consisted  of  sharing  ideas,  dialogue 
and  fellowi^hip. 

Resource  persons  participating  in  the  workshop 
included  Mrs.  Joseph  Pinder,  Miami,  chairman  of  a  task 
group  for  cultural  understanding  of  development,  staff 
members  from  the  Women’s  Divison  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions  including  Dr.  Elelen  Volkomoner, 
executive  secretary  for  Development  Education  and 
Training,  Mrs.  Ruth  Gilbert,  secretary  for  Community 
Action,  Mrs.  Consuela  Urquiza,  research  coordinator 
for  United  Nations,  and  Mrs.  Maryruth  Nickels,  Atlanta 
regional  staff  director. 

Other  leaders  included  Mrs.  j.  Ben  Stalvey,  Miami,  a 
member  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  task  group  for 
Current  W'orld  Issues,  and  Mrs.  Marshall  Hatch,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Miami  District  WSCS. 

Church,  civic  and  community  leaders  from  a  number 
of  Miami  area  special  ministries  gave  fine  leadership  as 
they  brought  information,  needs,  and  up-to-date  reports 
of  the  work  now  being  done. 

The  two  meals  served  to  those  attending  the 
workshop  featured  Cuban,  Afro  and  Anglo  foods. 

Those  who  participated  in  the  unique  event  expressed 
high  praise  and  delight  as  each  cultural  group  felt  a 
renewal  of  pride  in  their  own  culture  and  at  the  same  time 


This  building  under  construction  at  Camp  Florida  will 
replace  the  two  old  wooden  buildings  located  nearby.  The 
front  of  the  new  building  will  serve  as  a  unit  of  our  Camp 
Bookstore  and  the  rear  will  house  our  well-pump,  water 
tanks  and  chlorinators  for  the  water  system. 


Some  of  the  Anglo.  Afro,  and  Hispanic  groups  who 
participated  in  the  recent  workshop  on  Cultural  Under¬ 
standing.  The  all-day  workshop  included  work  in  small 
groups  as  well  as  in  larger  groupings. 


gained  new  understanding  and  appreciation  for  other 
cultures. 


Light  poles  for  camp  use.  E.  J.  Hogan  ion  tractor l  and 
Don  Harty  take  down  telephone  poles  along  the 
Seaboard  Coastline  Railroad  right-of-way  just  South  of 
Zolfo  Springs.  The  Coastline  has  given  us  permission  to 
remove  up  to  100  poles  for  use  in  our  four  camps. 
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Pilot  Project  Planned 
For  Teachers,  Leaders 

A  pilot  project,  initiated  by  14  churches  in  the  south  end 
of  the  Gainesville  District,  has  been  planned  for 
September  and  October  this  year. 

The  project  involves  a  series  of  five  evening  meetings 
(one  evening  lor  five  weeks)  designed  for  Sunday  School 
teachers  in  the  area.  The  teachers  will  plan  together  the 
Sunday  School  lessons  for  the  upcoming  Sunday,  and 
each  week  evaluate  the  results  of  the  past  Sunday’s 
lesson.  A  final  meeting  will  be  held  with  an  evaluation 
session  conducted  by  editors  from  the  Division  of 
Curriculum  Resources  of  the  General  Board  of 
Education,  Florida  Conference  Council  staff  personnel, 
and  other  certified  leaders  in  the  conference. 

The  14  participating  churches  elected  a  steering 
committee  which  spent  much  time  discussing  the  use  of 
United  Methodist  curriculum  materials  in  local 
churches,  noting  that  many  churches  were  using 
materials  other  than  United  Methodist.  All  pastors  and 
education  area  chairmen  who  were  present  at  the 
planning  session  agreed  to  devote  the  quarter-  beginning 
September,  1972,  to  United  Methodist  materials. 

Ten  age-level  selections  will  be  used  which  will 
include:  The  Wesley  Series  for  Kindergarten,  Elementary 
l-II,  lll-iy,  V-VI;  Explore  (youth)  7-8,  New  Creation 
(youth)  9-iO  and  Real  (youth)  1  1-12;  Youth  Fellowship, 
Adult  and  Administrative. 

All  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ocala.  The  committee  was 
organized  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Bledsoe,  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Ocala,  the  Rev.  Arthur 
Crowell,  Program  Council  staff  member  and  a  member 
of  the  section  of  Leadership  Development  of  the 
conference  Board  of  Education,  and  Pat  Patillo,  director 
of  Christian  education  at  the  Ocala  Church.  Mr.  Patillo 
is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Use  of  United 
Methodist  Curriculum  Materials  of  the  conference 
Board  of  Education. 

Another  pilot  project  of  the  same  nature  is  planned 
for  the  Fort  Lauderdale  area. 

Musicians  Select  Florida 
For  1973  Biennial  Meeting 

The  biennial  convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodist  Musicians  will  be  held  on  the  campus  of 
Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  August  5-12,  1973. 

Site  for  the  convocation  was  approved  by  the 
Fellowship’s  executive  council  in  a  meeting  held  recently 
in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Program  chairman  for  the  convocation  will  be  Robert 
Scoggin,  Rochester,  Minn.,  W.  Floward  Coble,  High 
Point,  N.  C.,  is  president  ot  the  Fellowship  which  has  a 
membership  of  1,444.  The  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Education's  staff  executive  related  to  the  Fellowship. 

In  other  action  the  Council  filled  two  vacancies 
caused  b\  resignations.  Marjorie  Hershey,  Cocoa  Beach, 
Florida,  was  named  to  succeed  Mary  Lib  Lowery, 
Tampa,  Florida,  as  secretary  of  the  Fellowship,  and 
I’hilip  Baker,  Dallas,  Texas,  was  named  to  succeed  K. 
Norwood  Hawkins,  Oklahoma  City,  as  South  Central 
•lunsdiction  representative  on  the  Council. 

N 


This  year's  campus  queen  at  Florida  Southern  College  is 
Phyllis  Graves,  a  senior  from  Clearwater.  She  was 
elected  over  10  other  coeds  in  a  student  election  and 
crowned  “Miss  Southern”  at  the  annual  Founders'  Day 
Coronation.  A  future  school  teacher,  she  is  the  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  Graves.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Graves 
is  pastor  of  Trinity  Presbyterian  Church  in  Clearwater. 

St.  Pete  District  To  Host 
Ministers’  Wives  Luncheon 

The  St.  Petersburg  District  ministers’  wives  will  be  the 
official  hostesses  at  the  annual  luncheon  held  at  Florida 
Southern  College  during  the  meeting  of  Annual 
Conference. 

The  luncheon  will  be  held  on  June  6  at  12:45  p.m.  at 
the  Ordway  Arts  Building  on  the  campus  of  the  college. 

The  committee  responsible  for  the  arrangements  for 
the  luncheon  have  indicated  that  no  individual  invitations 
will  be  mailed  out  this  year,  but  emphasized  that  all 
ministers’  wives  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Have  Rooms  —  Do  you  Want  to  Travel? 

The  facilities  of  Westmar  College,  a  United  Methodist 
College  in  Le  Mars,  Iowa,  will  be  available  during  the 
summer  months  for  lodging  and  meals  to  touring  groups 
from  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 

Westmar  is  located  in  northwest  Iowa  and  might 
make  a  convenient  stop  for  groups  traveling  through  the 
midwest. 

For  further  information,  sponsors  or  representatives 
of  interested  groups  should  contact  Thomas  S.  Stone, 
Dean  of  Students,  Westmar  College,  Le  Mars,  Iowa 
51031. 
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CALENDAR 

APRIL 

2—  Easier 

4,  5  —  Ministers/ Wives  Day  Apart,  Manger  Motor  Inn, 
Tampa 

1 2  —  Committee  on  the  Lay  Worker  —  Annual  Meeting, 

U  M  B,  Lakeland 

14-16  — Youth  in  Leisure  Workshop,  Leesburg 

16  — COCU  Sunday 

16  -  National  Christian  College  Day 

16-30  -  1972  General  Conference,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

24-27—  Mature  Years  Conference,  Leesburg  Camp 

27-30-Congress  on  Evangelism,  Lake  Yale,  Eustis 

30 -Children’s  Home  Sunday  Offering 

MAY 

5- Executive  Committee,  Program  Council 

5- 13  —  Christianity  and  the  Arts  Seminar,  New  York 
7- 14  —  National  Family  Week 

21  Pentecost 

21  United  Methodist  Heritage  Sunday 
24  — Aldersgate  Day 

JUNE 

6- 9  — Annual  Conference 

6-9  — Program  Council  Meeting 
1 1  —  Methodist  Student  Day 

1 6- 25  —  Appalachian  Trail  Hike,  Middle  &  Senior  High 

and  College,  Appalachian  Mountains 

17- 23  — Four  Labs  and  Seminar,  Lakeland 

1 8- 23  —  Lab  for  Workers  with  Retarded  Children,  Lake¬ 

land 

19- 23  — Church  Music  Workshop  for  Adults,  ESC,  Lake¬ 

land 

19-24  -  Rising  7th  Rustic  Camp,  North  Florida,  Mayo 
19-24  — Serendipity,  junior  High,  Leesburg 
23-25  -  Workshop  for  Board  of  the  Laity  Officers  and 
District  Lay  Leaders 

26-July  1  —  Rising  7th  Rustic  Camp,  North  Florida,  Mayo 
26-July  I  —Serendipity,  Junior  High,  Eeesburg 
30-July  9  — Appalachian  Trail  Hike,  Middle  &  Senior  High 
College,  Appalachian  Mountains 

Training  Week  for  Summer  Workers  Program, 

U  M  B,  Lakeland  (Advisory  Committee  for  Church 
and  Community). 


JULY 

3-7  — Canoe  Camp,  Senior  High,  Lakeland  -  South  Florida 
3-8  —  Rising  7th  Rustic  Camp,  North  Florida,  Mayo 
3-8  — Serendipity,  Junior  High,  Leesburg 
10-15  —  Rising  5’s  and  6’s,  Camp  Florida,  Brandon 
10-15  — Serendipity,  Junior  High,  Leesburg 
10-15  — Church  Music  Workshop,  FSC,  Lakeland  (for 
Youth) 

10- 17  —  Rustic  Camp,  Junior  High,  North  Florida,  Mayo 

1 1- 14  — Jurisdictional  Conference,  Lake  Junaluska, 

North  Carolina 

14-24  — Appalachian  Trail  Hike,  Middle  &  Senior  High 
and  College,  Appalachian  Mountains 
17-22  — Rising  5’s  and  6’s,  Camp  Florida,  Brandon 
17-22  — Serendipity,  Junior  High,  Eeesburg 
19-26esRustic  Camp,  Middle  &  Senior  High,  North 
Florida,  Mayo 

21-28  — Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission,  FSC, 
Fakeland 

2 1-23  —  Weekend  Session 
24-28  — Week  Session 

23-29  — Celebration,  Middle  &  Senior  High,  Eeesburg 


Dr.  Harry  J.  Heeb.  89-  year-old  retired  Milwaukee 
physician  who  now  lives  at  Howey-in-the  Hills,  is 
inducted  as  Honorary  Chancellor  of  Florida  Southern 
College  and  awarded  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Humane 
Letters  degree  by  President  Charles  T.  Thrift,  Jr.,  at  the 
February  25  Founders'  Convocation.  Dr.  Heeb  is  a 
longtime  patron  of  the  college. 


Some  Mailing  Lists  Late! 

Mailings  designed  for  lay  members  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  are  not  going  to  reach  some  people  —  because 
some  churches  have  not  sent  in  mailing  lists!  Florida 
Southern  College  is  getting  ready  to  send  out  reservation 
and  registration  information  and  some  lay  members  are 
not  going  to  get  this  information.  What  about  your 
church?  Has  your  list  been  sent? 

Lists  should  be  forwarded  to  your  District  Super¬ 
intendent  who  will  then  send  them  on  the  circulation 
department  here  at  the  United  Methodist  Building  where 
they  are  processed  and  sent  to  the  computer.  A  delay  of 
even  one  week  in  sending  this  information  may  cause 
serious  problems  to  those  who  are  planning  for  annual 
conference  entertainment  such  as  housing  and  meals. 

Of  course  these  persons  will  also  miss  getting  the 
new  weekly  newspaper  which  will  make  its  appearance 
about  April  21,  replacing  the  Florida  United  Methodist. 


#tiituaries; 

Daniel  Earl  Harrison,  57,  pastor  of  the  Good  Shepherd- 
Normandy  Village  charge,  Jacksonville,  died  March  I  in 
Jacksonville. 

Mr.  Harrison  entered  the  Florida  Conference  in  1963 
and  served  pastorates  in  Seville,  Asso.  First  Church, 
Daytona  Beach,  and  St.  Andrew’s,  Daytona  Beach, 
before  going  to  Good  Shepherd. 

In  addition  to  his  wife,  Gertrude,  Mr.  Harrison  is 
survived  by  two  daughters:  Mrs.  Bonnie  Ammons, 
Georgia,  and  Mrs.  Judith  Jenkins,  Germany. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Daytona  Beach  with 
District  Superintendent  McCoy  Gibbs  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  Hahn  officiating.  Interment  was  in  Daytona 
Beach. 

Word  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lois  C. 
Ellis,  Sarasota,  on  January  II.  Mrs.  Ellis  was  the  widow 
of  the  late  Paul  W.  Ellis,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mrs.  Ellis  is  survived  by  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Clyde  W. 
Wilson  of  Sarasota. 
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complied  by 
WILSON  O.  WELDON 

Breakthru  is  an  honest  and  frank 
compilation  that  reveals  the  thoughts 
and  longings  of  young  people,  not 
hiding  behind  old  customs  and  pre¬ 
tenses.  Included  are  prayers,  both 
traditional  and  contemporary;  scrip¬ 
ture  in  several  translations  and  ver¬ 
sions;  poetry,  meditations,  pictures, 
cartoons  and  sketches. 

$1.50  per  copy,  10  or  more,  $1.30 
each. 


4  OTHER  NEW  BOOKS 


A  Plain  Man  Faces  Trouble 

by  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

From  a  faith  strength¬ 
ened  by  years  as  a 
father,  pastor  and  coun¬ 
selor  comes  help  to  meet 
life's  problems. 

His  Finest  Week 
by  James  Roy  Smith 
•uuMii.iaj.ini!>  Through  this  day-by¬ 
day  look  at  Jesus'  last 
vv'eek  on  earth,  one  re¬ 
alizes  that  nothing  can 
separate  us  from  God. 


Quest  for  Meaning 

by  Thomas  F.  Chilcote 

Brings  new  awareness 
/)  and  meaning  to  The 

.lo'  Apostles'  Creed  and 

I  .  I  I  . 

j  heightened  joy  '  in  reli- 

i  ance  on  the  goodness  of 
God. 


Saul  among  the  Prophets 

by  Eric  Routley 

The  Old  Testament, 
speaks  to  modern  man* 
through  the  lives  of: 
Abraham,  Jacob,  Josephj 
and  Saul. 


Ahov:  tour  Looks  $1.25  per  copy, 
......  $  i  .uO  each.  Order  from 


The  Upper  Room 

1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37201 
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